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OUR Lord had chosen from the general body of 

His followers a select band of disciples, in num- 

bers corresponding to the twelve patriarchs of the 

Jewish church, whom He kept constantly near 

His person, with a view to their being trained 

to future usefulness in advancing His cause, and 
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becoming the fathers of the Christian church. 

As soon as they appeared sufficiently prepared 
for the duty, He despatched them on a prepara- 

tory mission throughout Judea, to announce the 

approaching advent of the kingdom of God. On 

the eve of their departure, He apprised them fully 

of the difficulties and perils they would have to 

encounter. I n  particular, He gave them distinct 

premonition that they would be summoned before 

magistrates and synagogues on account of their 

connection with His cause, and counselled them 

on such emergencies not to he overwhelmed with 

anxiety, nor to make a formal preparation for 

their defence, but to rely on seasonable assistance 

from above (Matt. x. 19, 2 0 ; Mark xiii. 11 ; 

Luke xii. 11, 12, xxi. 14, 15). These four pas- 

sages record counsels given by our Lord to His 

disciples, it would appear, on different occasions ; 

but all of them contain an assurance of divine 

aid, suited to any exigencies that might arise in 

the course of the mission. And they prohibit, 

not what it is naturally impossible altogether to 

avoid,-the considerate forethought which every 

prudent and reflecting person takes before he 

speaks, -but only such a disquieting concern 

about what and how they should give their testi- 
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mony, by which people brought into new and 

untried circumstances are often distressed and 

overwhelmed. Most men become excited, treyu- 

lous, and lose their self-control; nay, some, hold- 

ing a high rank in literature, have been known, 

when summoned to compear as witnesses before 

a judicial court, to fall into errors and inconsist- 

encies which covered them with shame, and seri- 

ously damaged the cause in which they were 

engaged.' As the apostles were men of humble 

condition, and had little, if any, beyond ordinary 

education before their call to the service of Christ, 

they would naturally be nervous and abashed 

when appearing at a public tribunal, especially 

in  the character of accused persons, called pnb- 

licly to testify for Christ; but in the prospect of 

such trying occasions, their Master fortified them 

with an assurance of divine aid, according as their 

exigencies might require. The promise made to 

them is similar to that held out to Moses when 

excusing himself from undertaking the mission to 

Pharaoh, on the ground that "he was not eloquent, 

l Pope, when called to appear as a witness in a judicial court, 
spoke only a few sentences full of false grammar and incoherent 
statements. And. it is well known that Cowper's mind was un- 
hinged by the prospect of his being appointed to a public office 
in the House of Lords. 
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but slow of speech, and of a slow tongue." The 
Lord said unto him, " Who hath made man's mouth? 

Have not I, the Lord ? Now therefore go, and 

I will be with thy mouth, and teach thee what 

thou shalt say " (Ex. iv. 11, 12). And so Jesus 

said to His apostles, " It shall be given you in 

the same hour what ye shall speak. For it is 

not you that speak, but the Spirit of your Father 

which speaketh in you." Or, as i t  is said in 

another place, " I t  is not ye that speak, but the 

Holy Ghost." " Settle i t  therefore in your hearts, 

not to meditate before what ye shall answer. For 

I will give you a mouth and wisdom, which all 

your adversaries shall not be able to gainsay nor 

resist." An instance of the fulfilment of this 

promise is furnished on the occasion of Peter and 

John appearing before the Sanhedrim, after their 

cure of the lame man at the Beautiful gate of the 

temple (Acts iv.). Though they were in the pre- 

sence of a venerable court, of which they had all 

their lifetime heard the fame, and to which, in 

common with their countrymen, they had been 

taught to look up with mingled sentiments of awe 

and submission, they were neither daunted nor 

perplexed; and when commanded not to speak 
nor teach in the name of Jesus, firmly replied, 
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"Whether i t  be right in the sight of God to 

hearken unto you more than unto God, judge ye." 

The promise was fulfilled still further in the dis- 

course of Stephen before the council (Acts vii.) ; 

of Paul before Felix, who trembled in the secret 

consciousness of guilt (Acts xviii. 12 ,  xxiv. 10-25, 

xxvi. 1-29), and also of the same apostle before 

Agrippa. The circumstances anticipated in the 

four passages referred to were altogether extra- 

ordinary; and neither the counsel of Christ nor 

the promise of imparted aid is applicable to ordi- 

nary times and conditions of the church. Both of 

them were given in prospect of the first mission, 

which was confined to the lost sheep of the house 

of Israel. Both of them were exclusively personal 

to the apostles, and bore special reference to the 

difficulties and perils to which " the witnesses for 

Christ " would be exposed in  their own country 

during the first period of the church's history. 

Another and a very different promise was needed 

as well as given, when the apostles were invested 

with the commission to go into all the world and 

teach (disciple) all nations. 

In the interesting and solemn discourse which 

our Lord addressed to His disciples at the close 

of the last supper, He informed them, amongst 
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other things, that they were destined to be His 

ambassadors in proclaiming His religion through- 

out the world,1 and that they would be furnished 

with supernatural qualifications for this arduous 

duty. The apostolic office to which He was going 

to appoint them was designed to supply the want 

of His personal presence,-was, in fact, to be the 

continuation and the complement of His own 

ministry. And as Christ Himself had the Spirit 

resting upon Him without measure, He now pro- 

mised to bestow the extraordinary gifts of the 

Spirit upon those who were to be His substitutes 

or representatives in the organization of the early 

church. " I will pray the Father," said He, " and 

He shall give you another Comforter, that He may 

abide with you for ever, even the Spirit of truth, 

whom the world cannot receive. He shall teach 

you all things, and bring all things to your 

remembrance, whatsoever I have said unto you. 

He will guide you into all truth. He will show 

you things to come. He shall glorify me; for He 

shall take of mine,. and shall show i t  unto you." 

This promise, given in such special circumstances, 

comprehends several particulars, which i t  is of the 

greatest importance carefully to consider. First, 

John xx. 21. John xiv. 16, 17, 26, xvi. 13, 14. 



1 6  2 THE INSPIRATION OF 

the presence and aid of the Spirit of truth. The 
apostles could not have so long breathed the atmo- 

sphere of the Saviour's society without catching the 

tone and sentiment of His holy circle. They had 

felt i t  to be pervaded by an air of sacredness, and 

they had caught a sympathetic glow of sanctity ; for 

they were all, with the exception of Judas, good 

men, and advanced to some extent in religious 

knowledge and perception, as is evident from the 

confession made by Peter, in their common name, 

that they had penetrated the mystery of their 

Master's nature: "Thou art the Christ, the Son 

of the living God." But they had not yet gotten 

a key to the spiritual character of His kingdom] 

though they were now about to obtain it. And 
surely the necessity of the Holy Spirit in con- 

ducting them to this attainment must be obvious 

to all who are acquainted with the gospel history. 

The disciples were to be "witnesses of Christ" 

in all the world, i.e. to bear a public testimony 

amongst both Jews and Gentiles concerning His 

doctrines, His miracles, and His doings. At that 

time, when their future destination was announced 

to them, they were totally incapable of discharg- 

ing such an office. They had, indeed, attended 

1 Matt. xvi. 16. 
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their Master during the whole of His public life, 

and witnessed all that He had said and done. 

But many of the events which had marked the 

ministry of Christ, as well as many of His most 

important discoveries of Himself, were imperfectly 

or not at  all understood by them, and appear to 

have been effaced from their minds as rapidly as 

the waves of the sea obliterate the footprints of 

the sand; so that, however earnest and desirous 

the apostles might be of doing honour to their 

Master, by bearing testimony to all the things 

He had spoken and done, they would, in their 

state of ignorance and unfitness, have been able 

to say little of Him after His departure, beyond 

the fact of -their having seen and heard Him. 

They required, then, in the first instance, to be 

enlightened and guided into a knowledge of what 

was right and necessary to teach; and this was 

the first part of the promise : "He (the Spirit of 

truth) shall teach you all things." "He shall 

guide you into all truth." Not, of course, all 

truth in a literal sense, comprehending moral 

truth, historical truth, scientific truth, and politi- 

cal truth, for none of these constitute the truth 

referred to. However useful and interesting these 

may be in the several departments to which they 
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belong, they dwindle into utter insignificance in 

comparison with that which, in regard to its divine 

origin and its paramount importance, is emphatically 
denominated "the truth." I t  was this truth, the 

truth as i t  is in Jesus, into which the Spirit was 

to guide the disciples. " He shall bring all things 

to your remembrance, whatsoever I have said unto 

you." The facts of which they were to be wit- 

nesses as relating to Christ, they already in part 

knew, for most of these had been matters of sense 

and personal experience. But very faint and 

obscure must have been the impression of what 

had occurred at a distant period; and of much 

which they had seen or heard during the early 

parts of His ministry, few or no traces would 

remain. The fact is, that the first disciples were 

plain, uneducated men, unaccustomed to conti- 

nued efforts of intellectual attention, and much 

occupied with secular work, like the average de- 

scription of hearers in our churches, who remem- 

ber very little of the texts and sermons they have 

heard from ministers; and so we may reasonably 

conclude, that, from misunderstanding or misap- 

plying the drift of their Master's daily teaching, 

through the influence of their Jewish prejudices, 

they would retain but a very vague and indis- 
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tinct impression of all that they had heard since 

they joined His company. Circumstances, indeed, 

might tend to perpetuate the remembrance of 

some things. In  a certain state of mental excite- 

ment, the memory is wonderfully act,ive ; so that 

facts and conversations are revived which had 

dropped out of mind; and every one is conscious 

from experience, that at unexpected moments, and 

in an unaccountable manner, things that had long 

fallen into oblivion are revived,-nay, a whole 

train of ideas, objects, and associations are often 

called suddenly up to mind, as i t  were by a con- 

juror's wand. As the minds of the disciples, then, 

would be intensely excited by the transactions 

relating to the death and resurrection of Christ, 

their vivid impression of these momentous events 

would touch other links of association, and recall 

former incidents of His ministry, which lay dor- 

mant in their minds. The general course of His 

history, with many of the outstanding circum- 

stances of their connection with Him, would start 

up in vivid remembrance; and had they made a 

written record of these things as they rose in 

succession to their minds, they might, from a mere 

natural exercise of memory, have been able to 

give an honest account of the most prominent 
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scenes in their Master's history. But such sudden 

mental excitement was not sufficient for the cer- 

tain and full recollection of all that He had said 

and done in detail, especially for authentic reports 

of controversial discussions between Christ and 

opponents, as well as of long-connected discourses, 

and their spiritual import. For enabling the 

apostles to accomplish this, the Lord promised 

them the Spirit of truth, not only to aid them by 

a seasonable and distinct revival of old and for- 

gotten truths, and of all things essential to the 

full publication of the gospel, but still further to , 
make known to them things the announcement of 

which they could not bear as yet. Moreover, the 

Holy Spirit, with whose divine influences they 

were thus to be favoured, was to "abide with them 

for ever." This would constitute a marked dis- 

tinction between them and the ancient prophets, 

on whom the Spirit fell only occasionally. Such 

permanent assistance was absolutely indispensable 

for the duties of their mission. For circum- 

stances might call them to give a particular ex- 

position of one portion of Christian truth here, 

and of another portion there; but as it was to 
be their duty to teach all things relating to the 

doctrine of Christ in all quarters of the world,- 
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as i t  was of vital importance that they should 
not fall into the smallest error, either through 

misapprehending or misstating the gospel, i t  was 

necessary that they should be rendered equal 

to every occasion by the constant inspiration of 

the Spirit of truth. I n  this memorable promise, 

then, made by the Divine Founder of the church, 

was comprehended all that was necessary to con- 

stitute complete inspiration (John xvii, 6-8, xx. 
2 2, 2 3),-a full and perfect knowledge of the sub- 

jects which the Saviour had plainly and repeatedly 

communicated to His disciples during His personal 

ministry, as well as of many important things in 

which He had not as yet so thoroughly indoctri- 

nated them (Luke xxiv. 49 ; Acts i. 8). This 

promise began to be fulfilled to them on the day 

of Pentecost; and from that time they gave un- 

mistakeable evidence both of extraordinary gifts of 

religious knowledge, and of mental energy far 

above the common level of humanity. The pro- 

cess of preparation had long been slowly and 

progressively carried on under the immediate 

superintendence of Christ. But now the Spirit 

began His work of spiritual enlightenment ; and 

just as the inflammable fluid, that is conducted 

in pipes under ground of a city, lies dark and 
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hidden in those subterranean repositories, until 

the hand of man applies the torch,-when the 
dark shades of night are suddenly illuminated 

with a brightness that rivals the splendour of the 

day,-so the apostles, who up to the day of 

Pentecost were in the darkness and perplexity of 
ignorance and national prejudice, were suddenly 

introduced into the full light and joy of spiritual 

knowledge. The truth that had lain unlmown or 

dormant in their breasts was brought home to 

them with demonstration of the Spirit and with 

power. From that moment their dreams of ambi- 

tion in  that temporal kingdom Christ was expected 

to erect disappeared; for they now understood i t  

in its spiritual nature and its spiritual blessings. 

Links of association were touched, which brought 

up the whole chain of the Saviour's life and 

ministrations to their memory; while incidents 

and parables, admonitions and promises made by 

Christ directly, as well as the whole character and 

design of the Old Testament, seen in a new light, 

were found to have a meaning and to carry a 

force which could never have been discovered 

without the aid of that Spirit who brought all 

' They did not understand their Master a t  the Last Supper 
(John xix. 16-18). 
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things to their remembrance, and taught them the 

nature and relative connection of gospel truths. 

What an astonishing difference in the intellectual 

perception and reigning desires of the apostles 

took place during the short period that elapsed 

between the resurrection of Christ and the day 

of Pentecost! It could not be the subjective 

elevation of the minds of all the disciples at one 

and the same time ; for that is not in accordance 

with the ordinary course of nature. I t  was a 

change objectively produced by the supernatural 

influence of the Divine Spirit; and being simul- 

taneous, i t  must be concluded to have been 

produced in fulfilment of the Saviour's promise. 

I t  might be, that after they had been furnished 

with the key to the spiritual character of Christ's 

kingdom, their knowledge of the constituent prin- 

ciples of the gospel was gradual; for, like other 

men, the disciples differed in natural abilities 

and in degrees of natural acuteness, and some of 

them might " grow in grace and in the knowledge of 

their Lord and Saviour " more rapidly than others. 

The Sun of righteousness had shone into their 

hearts; but, like the light of the natural sun, it 

might advance only by a gradual course into the 

fulness of the perfect day. And the inspired re- 
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cords of the primitive church clearly show; that 

even after the descent of the Holy Spirit, there 

were some things about the new dispensation 

which they were not yet able to bear. But 

whether they were made perfect in knowledge at 

once through the Spirit, or their progress, though 

rapid, was progressive, i t  is of no consequence 

to inquire : for of this great fact we are sure, 

that they were all completely equipped for their 

apostolic work before the first Gospel was pub- 

lished,-reckoned to have been eight years subse- 

quent to the ascension of Christ,-and that they 

were miraculously preserved not only from error 

and intellectual obscurity, but from any diversity 

of views on the great doctrines of faith and duty 

which they were specially appointed to teach. 

Now the promise of Christ, thus fulfilled by the 

endowment of the apostles with the gifts of the 

Spirit, doubtless included the power of writing as 

well as speaking with certain truth and infallible 

authority. Such a medium of instruction was 

evidently implied in their office as witnesses of 

Christ. For surely their divine commission, to 

"go into all the world, and teach the gospel to 

every creature," was not limited to their lifetime; 

l Acts X. 9-47. 
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nor could i t  be meant that those truths should 

be made known to mankind only by their oral 

addresses. Nay, our Lord expressly said to them, 

Lo, I am with you alway, even to the end of the 

world;" and unless they had all of them been 

endowed with an earthly immortality, His declara- 

tion must have signified that He would accom- 

pany their writings as well as their oral discourses 

with His Spirit and blessing. It cannot be sup- 

posed, that if, as teachers of religious knowledge, 

they were supernaturally aided in addressing 

poups of people on the great themes of the 

gospel, they would not enjoy the same divine 

assistance in their written instructions to the 

churches; or that all needful aid would be im- 

parted to them in the use of their tongues, when 

occasion demanded, to deliver themselves from 

danger, but would be withheld from them in the 

exercise of their pens, though the unguarded or 

ignorant employment of these might imperil the 

spiritual safety of others. No such distinction is 

made or hinted a t ;  and the fact is, that if a dis- 

tinction had been intended, i t  was more important 

that the apostles should be qualified to write well 

than to speak well. An error committed in their 
oral preaching would be local only in its effects, or 
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limited to a particular group of hearers; whereas 

an unsound statement, or an omission of some 

important truth, if conveyed in a written commu- 

nication, might disseminate the seeds of error far 

and wide, and perpetuate its baneful influence in 

every church, in every country, and in  every age 

till the end of time. As the commission of the 

apostles bore that they were to he the organs of 

religious instruction to the whole world, and they 

equally with other men were mortal, shortlived 

creatures, the necessity of their performing part of 

their allotted work through the medium of written 

compositions was imperative ; and they must have 

entered upon this department of their duties with 

feelings of painful doubt and anxiety, if they had 

reason to anticipate that the preternatural aid 

they enjoyed in  the delivery of their public 

discourses, would be withheld the moment they 

began to cast their instructions into a written 

form. But the promise of Christ already adverted 

to, that " the Spirit of truth would teach them all 

things, would bring all things to their remem- 

brance, and abide with them for ever," implied no . 
such limitation : i t  was given in  the most general 

and comprehensive terms; and i t  offered a full 
security to the Christian church in all future time, 
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that the apostles, whom the Lord delegated at His 

departure to "go into all the world, and disciple 

all nations," were furnished with intellectual, moral, 

and spiritual powers to communicate religious in- 

struction to the world, whether by the tongue or 

the pen. 

The New Testament was written entirely by 

men furnished with those extraordinary endow- 

ments of the Spirit, and consequently they were 

inspired writers. The Gospels occupy the first 

portion; and as i t  was needful to possess a faithful 

record of the sayings and doings of Christ, the 

church has received in these evangelical biogra- 

phies memorials of His highly interesting and 

instructive life, which are worthy of her fullest 

confidence. A Plato or a Xenophon might be at 

liberty, in writing memora6iIia of Socrates, to feign 

many things of their master, which a profound 

devotion to his memory, or a romantic admiration 

of his philosophy, might suggest as imparting a 

higher or more attractive interest to their subject ; 

but the evangelists could not indulge in such 

fictitious embellishments, as they were under the 

influence of a controlling Guide, who did not 

permit them to err in the way either of improper 

omission on the one hand, or of fictitious additions 
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on the other. And if there is any feature in the 

Gospel narratives more admirable than another, 

it is the union of unimpeachable fidelity, of trans- 

parent truthfulness, and of the most artless sim- 

plicity, in relating scenes and deeds of more tha 

mortal grandeur, which ordinary historians woul 

have employed the most elaborate terms in de- 

scribing. No express command, indeed, was giv 

to preserve memorials of the Saviour, nor was a 

injunction needed. Gratitude and devotion to 

memory of a revered Instructor would natur 

prompt many of His followers to draw up remi- 

niscences of Christ; and i t  is well known, that in 

the first century multitudes of what have been 

called spurious Gospels sprang into existence, and 

courted the honour of being received into the 

number of the church's sacred books. Some of 

these might be amongst the biographies to which 

Luke especially alludes in the beginning of his his 

tory, and which, though truthful in the main, were 

written by ordinary teachers or obscure men in 

the church. But the most vigilant caution was 

exercised in admitting no books into the canon, 

except such as were the works of an apostle or 

inspired man; and i t  was through such a process 

of jealous, careful examination, the Gospels of 
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Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John were admitted by 

universal consent into the canon. Their contents 

had formed the burden of the apostolic testimony, 

the cycle of oral teaching by the " witnesses for 

Christ" in the assemblies of the first converts ; and 

carrying with them the special power of the Holy 

Spirit, which rested on the apostles while speaking 

them, their embodiment in  a permanent form 

was hailed as a precious privilege by the early 

church, and has always been recognised as part of 

that Scripture which is given by inspiration of 

God. One Gospel, written under the superintend- 

ence of that Spirit who brought all things to the 

historian's remembrance, might singly have been 

profitable for instruction and correction in right- 

eousness. But divine wisdom has given to the 

church the benefit of four Gospels ; and as it was 

a principle of the ancient law, that out of the 

mouth of two or three witnesses every word should 

be established, i t  is a boon for which we have the 

greatest reason to be thankful, that there are so 

many separate and independent memoirs of a life, 

the knowledge of which is so unspeakably pre- 

cious, and the truth of which, to be received, must 

rest upon the immoveable foundation of apostolic 

authority. Mark and Luke, indeed, were not in 
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the number of the original disciples to whom the 

promise of the Spirit was made. But neither the 

name of apostles, nor the supernatural influence of 

the Spirit, was exclusively confined to the twelve;l 

for many of the disciples in the first age were 
favoured with the extraordinary gift. Amongst 

the number, there are the strongest reasons for 

believing that Mark and Luke possessed the super- 

natural endowments of the Spirit; and that, 

being advantageously situated for access to the best 

information, as the personal friends and constant 

associates of apostles,-Mark of Peter, and Luke of 

Paul,-they wrote the evangelical narratives which 

bear their respective names under the immediate 
' 

inspection and with the sanction of those apostles- 
\ 

Mark's is the briefest of the Gospels, written, as 

the early records of the church affirm, under the 

eye of the Apostle Peter, and with a special view to 

circulation in Italy and amongst the Romans gene- 

rally. It contains numerous proofs of original and 

independent knowledge possessed by the writer. 
The very opening words proclaim the good confes- 

sion of Peter upon which Christ builds His church, 

viz. His eternal Sonship. Various incidents are 
related and divine utterances recorded in this 

'Â¥Act xiv. 4, 14 ; Rom. xvi. 7 ; 2 Cor. viii. 23 ; 1 Thess. ii. 6. 
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Gospel which are not found in the others;' and 

as the author uses the present tense more fre- 

quently than the other evangelists, appearing to 

realize the transactions as actually before his eyes, 

reciting often the words of Christ in the original 

Aramsean dialect as if the very sound of that divine 

voice were still ringing in his ears, and noticing the 

very expression of the Saviour's aspect, as if the 

features of that blessed countenance were indelibly 

engraven on his memory, he impresses the reader 

with a belief that he has recorded the very words 

that he heard from the inspired lips of Peter, and 

thus confirms the saying that was common in 

the first centuries, that this Gospel, though called 

Mark's, as he was the historiographer, was really 

Peter's. With reference to Luke, though his name 

is not expressly mentioned, he has been univer- 

sally believed to be the author of the third Gos- 

pel. There is a strong confirmation of this belief 

furnished by the words of Paul, "We have sent 

with him (Titus) the brother whose praise is IN THE 

GOSPEL through all the churches." ' From a care- 

ful inquiry who was the associate of Paul here 

intended, there is a probability, amounting almost 

to a certainty, that i t  was Luke; and then the 

' Ch. xiv. 37, XT. 43, xvi. 7. 2 Cor. viii. 18. 
M 
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emphatic words, IN THE GOSPEL, refer beyond doubt 

to his written narrative of our Lord's life. Luke 

is further mentioned by Paul as "the beloved 

physician ; " as one of his fellow-labourers ; and 

shortly before his martyrdom, as his sole companion 

only Luke is with me " ') ; and, as some think, is 

also pointed to by " the true yoke-fellow." * Now, 

feeling as he did an intense interest in everything 

relating to Christ, Luke was desirous to impart a 

reliable account of Him to the church. Instead of 

being satisfied, like many who had written ephe- 

meral memoirs of Jesus, from information taken 

up at  second-hand, from incidental conversations 

or floating traditions, he had made i t  his business, 

his principal and long-continued study, to collect 

materials for an evangelical history; and if a his- 

torian who, with a competent share of natural and 

moral qualifications, has enjoyed access to every 

available source of information, does possess a 
strong claim to the confidence of the public, Luke 

is well entitled to the highest credibility as a 

biographer of Jesus, inasmuch as he recorded what 

had been delivered to him by " eye-witnesses and 

ministers of the word." But his claims to our 

confidence rest on stronger grounds than even his 

1 Col. iv. 4. Philem. 24. 2 Tim. iv. 11. 4 Phil. iv. 3. 
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constant and familiar intimacy with those who had 

been from the beginning " eye-witnesses and niini- 

sters of the word." He had received his intelli- 

gence not only by tradition, in common with the 

many " who had previously undertaken to write, 

but from the inspired lips of Paul confirming that 

tradition, and securing him from any error or 

mistake in the record of it. I t  appears from Acts 

xvi. 1 0  that he joined the company of that apostle 

at Troas, on the eve of his sailing for Europe, and 

from that time he was seldom if ever separated 

from his society. Now, from their frequent and 

daily conversations about the subject which was of 

paramount interest to both of them, Luke could 

not fail to imbibe the sentiments and profit by 

the heaven-derived knowledge of the apostle ; and 

that the Pauline influence is clearly traceable in 

the composition of his Gospel, may be shown by 

appealing to two passages only, where the coinci- 

dence is so striking between them and parallel 

statements in the Epistle to the Corinthians, that 

no doubt can exist as to the source whence the 

evangelist drew his information? Luke, then, could 

say with the greatest propriety and force of mean- 

I Cf. Luke xxii. 19, 20, with 1 Cor, xi. 23, 26 ; also Luke xxiv. 
34 with 1 Cor. xv. 4, 5. 
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ing that he "had a perfect understanding of all 

things;" and hence, possessing such full and un- 

erring information on all things relating to the life 

and ministry of the Saviour, i t  seemed good to him, 

it was right and proper, i t  was a high and impera- 

tive duty in him, to communicate this knowledge to 

the church; for a talent so important and useful 

was not given to be hid or buried in the ground. 

From these considerations, then, i t  is clearly de- 

ducible that Mark and Luke were evangelists, 

probably in the number of the seventy disciples; 

that, at all events after the ascension of Christ, 

they both moved habitually in apostolic circles; 

and that, as the information they embodied in their 

respective narratives was, according to the general 

testimony of the early Christian church, submitted 

to the revision and published with the sanction of 

Peter and Paul, their Gospels are to be regarded as 

stamped with inspired authority as much as those 

of Matthew and John. 

The advantage of havingso  many collateral 

Gospels is obvious ; for, as they are not complete 

but fragmentary records, containing such portions 

of history only as fell within the notice of the 

writers, or was obtained from documents in posses- 

sion of the early church,-suppose one evangelist 



THE HOLY SGBIPTURES. 18 1 

to have omitted a particular incident, or passed i t  

over with a slight notice, another would not. I n  
fact, the very source of the dramatic interest in the 

New Testament scenes must be looked for in the 

total want of collusion amongst the evangelists. 

There is no evidence which can lead to the con- 

clusion that Mark and Luke had consulted the pre- 

ceding Gospel of Matthew. Each, drawing from the 

stores of his personal knowledge, writes in his own 

characteristic style, and laying hold of outstanding 

memories that were entwined round the roots of 

his inner nature, required as little to consult a 

fellow-witness, as a man needs, in rehearsing the 

leading circumstances in the life and death scenes 

of a parent or a child, to seek collateral vouchers 

for his facts. Hence i t  was, that, left to them- 

selves, and unmodified by each other, the evangel- 

ists attained so much variety in the midst of 

inevitable sameness. One writer was impressed by 

one circumstance, another by a different event ; and 

thus the preservation of the individual character of 

the four, while traversing the beaten track of the 

evangelical history, contributed, through the pre- 

siding influence of the Holy Spirit, to ensure the 

accuracy and completeness of the Gospel record. 

There was another cause which led to the variety 
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which is discernible in the character and structure 

of the Gospels, viz. the circumstance of each of the 

evangelists writing for the instruction of different 

classes of people, and consequently being influenced 

in the selection of materials introduced into his 
history with reference to that leading design. Thus 

Matthew, who composed his Gospel for the benefit 

of the Jewish converts in Palestine, designed to 
exhibit Christ as the long-expected Messiah; and 

accordingly the tenor of his inspired narrative is 

principally, though not exclusively, directed towards 

the establishment of that important truth. I t  is 

"with this view the genealogy of Jesus is traced from 

Abraham and David, and his close connection with 

a Jewish family is shown at length. It is with 

the same view that traits in the character as well 

as incidents in the history of Christ are frequently 

pointed out as direct fulfilments of prophecy; and 

amongst the closing scenes of His life, his entrance 

into Jerusalem in the character of the King of 

Zion, seated upon an ass, and His rejection by the 

rulers and people in that capacity, together with 

many detached references to the Messianic kmg- 
doni, are brought into prominence as all contribut- 

ing to establish the claim of Jesus to the character 

and honours of "Him that was to come." The 
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second Gospel was written by Mark for the Roman 

converts; and the leading design of i t  being to 
exhibit Christ the Son of God in the form of a 

servant, a prophet on earth, the choice of incidents 

and discourses that form the staple of the narra- 

tive was made with a view to sustain that special 

representation of His character. Luke compiled 

his Gospel for the benefit of the churches in Greece 

and Asia Minor, which he had visited in company 

with Paul ; and in' subserviency to his grand design 

to exhibit the magnitude and extent of divine 

grace in the scheme of salvation consummated by 

Christ, who appeared an incarnate Saviour, he 

delineates the true humanity of the Saviour, by 
giving not only an account of His birth, infancy, 

and quiet residence with His parents at Nazareth, 

but tracing His descent as "the seed of the woman" 

from Adam the first man, and by recording many 

instances of His having engaged in prayer, parti- 

cularly on the eve of great crises in His life, His 

baptism, His choice of the twelve apostles, His 

transfiguration and suffering. A special feature of 

this Gospel is the method which Luke proposed 

to observe in the composition of his history : " I t  

seemed good to me to write to thee in order"1 

1 Luke i. 3. 
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Certainly not in exact and consecutive order of 

time ; for there are several parts of this Gospel in 

which the evangelist breaks in upon the chrono- 

logical succession, and groups together a number 

of minor details, merely from their occurrence in a 

certain place or district that had been mentioned. 
The "order" in which he intended to write, was 

not a succession of time, but of events which he; 

connects chiefly according to their moral bearing, 

of which his narrative of the temptation may be 

adduced as an early example, obliging him to omit 

the stern repulse, "Get thee behind me, Satan." 

I n  short, Luke's object was to arrange events in 

such an order as would mark great and progressive 

stages in the life and ministry of Christ. Accord- 

ingly, it is commonly remarked that he has divided 

his history into five large and distinct sections, 

which are easily traceable: the first embracing a 

narrative of the birth of Christ, ushered in by a 

record of the circumstances which preceded, at- 

tended, and immediately followed that auspicious 

event ; the second relates the incidents which 

marked the period of His infancy and youth ; the 

third is dedicated to a brief account of the preach- 

ing of John, preparatory to an account of the 
baptism and genealogy of Jesus ; the fourth con- 
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tains a full and varied narrative of the public mini- 

stry of Christ; and the fifth comprises the details 

of His last journey to Jerusalem, and all the excit- 

ing incidents connected with His trial, crucifixion, 

resurrection, and ascension. From this vidimus, it 

is evident that an orderly method characterizes the 

Gospel of Luke, which is entirely wanting in the 

more simple and artless narratives of the two pre- 

ceding evangelists; and it was the more necessary 

for the author to observe a well-digested plan, as 

he wrote his Gospel for the use of the enlightened 

and cultivated people of Greece and Asia Minor, 

who were accustomed to the artistic style and 

method of the classic historians. The difference of 

the fourth Gospel from all its predecessors is this : 

that while the other evangelists, each with diffeifcnt 

views, wrote a history of the Saviour's life, John 

set himself to compile a history of His person and 

office, with an unexpressed but unmistakeable refer- 

ence to some dangerous errors that were prevalent 

in the church. Accordingly, the knowledge of this 

design will account for various striking peculiarities 

which distinguish his Gospel, as well as for the 

omission of not a few events of greatest interest 

and importance in the personal history of the man 

Christ Jesus. Thus, for instance, he commences 
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his Gospel with a sublime view of the Saviour in 

His pre-existent state before the creation, or the 

commencement of any dispensations in 

the world ; then he represents the Word as stooping 

from the majesty of His uncreated nature to taber- 

nacle with man on the earth; and omitting all 

mention of His birth, parentage, or youth, introduces 

Him on the stage of time as actually engaged in 

His prophetic office. He discards genealogies, as 

not belonging to that official character; throws the 

Jews out of view, as rejected at the late date of his 

narrative; takes no notice either of the agony in 

Gethsemane, or the cry of desertion on the cross,- 

all these, as belonging to the nature and weakness 

of humanity, are passed over in this Gospel ; while, 

on the other hand, he gives prominence to other 

things omitted by the preceding evangelists-things 

which tend to illustrate the Saviour's glory, and de- 

velope the latent grandeur of His official character. 

Not to dwell on the marvellous episode of the 

restoration of Lazarus, the most stupendous of all 

the miracles of Christ, John has recorded other 

incidents demonstrating the superhuman power and 

unparallelled graces of the Saviour in greater number 

and to a higher degree in the close, perhaps, than at 

an earlier period of his life ; and in the exclamation 
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of Christ when the traitor left the paschal table, 

"'Sow is the Son of man glorified, and God is 

olorified in Him,"-in the calm majesty of de- 
t-> 

meanour, which awed and overwhelmed His captors 

in the garden,-in His miraculous restoration of 

Malchus' ear,-in the piercing glance by which He 

upbraided Peter for his apostasy,-in His unmur- 

muring submission to all the indignities connected 

with His mock trial and condemnation,-in His filial 

attention to His mother, even when He hung upon 

the cross,-in the virtues which then irradiated the 

setting of the Sun of Righteousness,-and in the 

circumstantial details given of His resurrection 

life, culminating in the ascension,-he who had 

evidently the most spiritual apprehension of his 

Master's character, has brought out the moral glory 

of Christ more fully than the earlier historians. 

Not that any component attribute of the Saviour's 

character was overlooked or entirely omitted by 

any of them. But one view of the divine subject 

was made more prominent by one evangelist, 

another by another; and every parable, every 

miracle, and every incident recorded by them all, 

gave a more attractive aspect to the infinite glory. 

Thus the variations and omissions found in the 

Gospels, and on which rationalistic criticism has 
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so much insisted as objections fatal to the inspira- 

tion of the evangelical narratives, serve, when 

viewed in the light of the design contemplated in 

their composition, to furnish proofs that the authors 

were guided by the Spirit of truth ; and the many 

different aspects in which they were led to exhibit 

the character and glory of Christ, contribute to 

establish the beauty, excellence, and perfection of 

the divine word. 

The contents of these books, viewed collectively, 

furnish strong internal evidence of the inspiration 

of the writers. I t  is true that most of the events 

relating to Christ, which the evangelists have 

recorded, had fallen under their own observation. 

' That which was from the beginning, which they 

had heard, which they had seen with their eyes, 

which they had looked upon, and their hands 

had handled of the Word of life, that declared 

they " in their Gospels. But in relating the vast 

variety of scenes and occurrences which the event- 

ful ministry of Jesus embraced,-His journeys by 

land and His voyages by sea, His interviews with 

the different sects and parties of His country, His 

dignified reproofs and crushing replies to the 

scribes and Pharisees, His implacable enemies, and 

the series of instructive conversations held with His 
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disciples,-the most retentive memory would have 

been wanting in some and have erred in other 
things, had i t  not been for the promised aid of the 

Spirit. With reference only to His reported dis- 

courses, let any one try to recall a public discourse 

on miscellaneous topics heard some years before 

from the lips of a person of note, and commit to 

writing his recollection of the sentiments and 

language employed by the speaker,-he will find 

that, after the utmost efforts, he will not be able 

to reproduce more than a few short and detached 

fragments of the address, which had strongly 

riveted his attention and interest at the time of 

delivery. I t  is true that, in a state of society 

where there are no means of diffusing and trans- 

mitting knowledge beyond oral instruction, no 

books, no periodicals, no written documents, the 

human mind has always exhibited a strong capacity 

to apprehend and preserve the precise words of 

admired or respected teachers. The memory is 

wonderfully tenacious ; and not only striking say- 

ings and doings are handed down by popular tra- 

dition from generation to generation, but treasures 

of legendary tales and national poetry are thus 

fondly kept and repeated with little variation from 

father to son. I n  this way, it is probable that the 
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Iliad of Homer was at first preserved by the re- 

hearsal of the strolling bards of ancient Greece, as 

we know that Italian story-tellers are to this day 

in the practice of reciting long passages of their 

country's songs. The minstrelsy of the Scottish 

border was taken down in writing by Sir Walter 

Scott from the lips of the Liddesdale peasantry; 

and the rhapsodical lays of Ossian were known to 

have been floating in the memories of the Scottish 

Highlanders long before Macpherson introduced 

them in  a collected form to the knowledge of the 

literary world. Renan says, that "the Vedas, the 

ancient poetry of Arabia, have been preserved by 

memory for ages, and yet those compositions 

present a precise and delicate exactitude of form." 

The same writer asserts that the Talmud, which 

was floated down the stream of time for centuries 

in the popular traditions, is still possessed of a 

reliably historical character ; and he is consequently 

led to concede the same quality of historical 

verity to the evangelical biographies. But i t  can 

require no great amount of thought and considera- 

tion, to see that there is a vast difference between 

the mental efforts of preserving in memory col- 

lections of light and attractive ballads, with the 

adventitious aid of versification and rhyme, and 
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of remembering incidents, conversations, and dis- 

courses connected with different times and places, 

especially when the meaning or object of these 

was imperfectly or not at all understood. Amongst 

the contemporaries of our Lord, who had heard His 

addresses or seen His miracles, multitudes would 

retain a vivid impression of them, and describe 

both to eager listeners wherever they went. But 

as memory might fail or become less exact in course 

of time, imagination would be enlisted to supply 

the missing links : and hence i t  was natural for 

the followers of Christ, in their desire to possess 

permanent and reliable memorials of Him whom 

they revered as their Saviour and their Lord, to 

look for such narratives to those who "from the 

beginning had been eye-witnesses and ministers 

of the Word." Now, when it is considered that 

long didactic discourses, spoken variously by Christ 

on the shores of the lake, on the slope of the 

mountain, and in the cities of Palestine, are reported 

at length in close verbal connection, such as the 

sermon on the mount: addressed at an early period 

of His ministry to a promiscuous crowd, unfolding 

principles and breathing a strain of sentiment no 

less elevated than original ; His address to the 

' Matt. v.-vii. 
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disciples in prospect of their first mission ; His 

numerous discussions about the Sabbath ; His 

earnest and impressive dissuasive against giving 

offence to any of the faithful; evidently preserved 

verbatim and with its rhythmical cadences; His 

representation of spiritual blessings under the 

highly metaphorical form of the bread and water of 

life, and of His own flesh and blood, imperfectly 

understood at the time by the hearers ; the exhorta- 

tion at the communion-table, and the impressive 

prayer before leaving, which was not embodied by 
John in his Gospel till half a century afterwards, 

yet is so full, so coherent, so worthy of the 

speaker, and so suited to the solemnity of the oc- 

casion,-it is impossible to resist the alternative 

conclusion, either that the evangelists composed 

speeches, and, like the classical historians, put them 

into the mouth of their Master,-an hypothesis 

which no genuine Christian can for a moment en- 

tertain,-or that their memories were supernatu- 

rally quickened and invigorated by the Spirit of 

truth, who brought all things to their remembrance. 

There is the record of various prophecies uttered 

by the Saviour, which i t  was necessary to record 

in their minute and circumstantial details,-that, 

' Matt. X. Mark X. 
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for instance, concerning His own death and resurrec- 

tion, the temporary desertion of all His disciples, 

the fall and eventual martyrdom of Peter,-the 

destruction of Jerusalem, so minute and circuin- 

stantial in details,-the dispersion of the Jews, 

and the propagation of His gospel throughout the 

Roman empire previous to the termination of the 

Jewish polity,-all of them spoken at a time and 

in circumstances when there was no apparent 

ground to anticipate those predicted events; and 

the faithful record of each prophecy, with an exact 

account of the occasion when i t  was delivered, 

compared with the accomplishment, must be re- 

garded as a clear proof of the inspired character 

of the recorders. There is also the relation of 

numerous parables,-spoken in the country, in the 

city, and at the sea-side ;-some of them bearing 

on rural or pastoral life, some relating to the social 

manners of opulent citizens, some taken from the 

sea ; and others, particularly those uttered towards 

the close of His ministry, descriptive of the treat- 

ment He Himself received from the rulers of His 

country, and prophetic of their doom; and when it 

is considered that, as the moral of a parable always 

depended on the minutest points in the framework 

being exactly fitted in,- and every one of the 
N 
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parables recorded in the Gospel histories is admir- 

able for its beauty, aptness, and symmetry of parts, 

-the reader must be persuaded that the evangelists 

have recorded these illustrative stories faithfully 

as OUT Lord told them, and not written " cunningly 

devised fables" of their own invention. Nor is 

this all. Our Lord did as well as said many 

remarkable things during His personal ministry ; 

and i t  cannot be supposed, to use the words of 

Alford, "that the light poured by the Holy Spirit 

upon the sayings of the Lord would be confined to 

them, and not extend itself over the other parts of 

the narrative of His life on earth. Can we believe 

that those miracles, which, though not uttered in 

words, were yet acted parables, would not be, under 

the same gracious assistance, brought back to the 

minds of the apostles, so that they should be placed 

on record for the teaching of the church ? " The 

remark is important, and founded on a just view 

of the life and ministry of Christ, of which miracles 

formed an essential part. These miraculous dis- 

plays of almighty power were not isolated facts, 

nor accidental occurrences, that were embraced 

by Him, when some happy opportunity presented 

itself of performing them. ; Though apparently 

fortuitous and rising out of particular circumstances, 
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they were all foreseen by His omniscient mind 
and met by His unerring wisdom, as transactions 

which not only afforded a general proof of His 

divine character, but were fitted in every particular 

case to illustrate the grand blessings of His gospel. 

I n  other words, they not only furnished a collec- 

tive body of evidence sufficient to convince candid 

and reflecting observers like Nicodemus, that He 

who performed them was a teacher come from 

God, but to serve as emblems of the spiritual 

benefits His religion would confer upon mankind. 

They were precisely the kind of miracles which 

it had been predicted the Messiah, when He came, 

would perform.1 Hence i t  was essentially neces- 

sary for the honour of our Lord, both as " the 

Prophet who was to come" and as the Saviour of 

the world, that a full and accurate report of those 

wonderful works should be preserved for the 

benefit of the church. They were performed in an 

almost infinite variety of "ways ;-by a touch, a 

word, or the secret emanation of healing virtue from 

His person ; on patients sometimes near, at other 

times at a distance' from, the spot where the Saviour 

was ; on the bodies of the sick, the paralytic, and 

the dead, no less than on disordered minds, afflicted 

' Cf. Matt. xi. 4, 5, with Isa. xxxv. 5, 6. 
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with malignant and mysterious forms of disease, 

which no known type of lunacy can parallel. 

Moreover, some of them, which were designed to 

carry an important significance, were repeated;l 

and at each repetition, several circumstances were 

varied in a manner that unmistakeably indicates 

a moral design-the inculcation of an interesting 
and instructive lesson to the believer.' Minute 

accuracy, therefore, in recording this diversity of 

circumstances was essential, otherwise the full 

object of the miracle conld not have been under- 

stood; and as the disciples, when they saw those 

miracles performed, were not aware of their em- 

blematical character,-did not perceive that the 

divine power so mercifully exerted in relieving 

man from physical evils was symbolical of the 

Saviour's ability to free him from the far more 

deeply seated spiritual evils that have afflicted 

humanity ever since the fall,-it is clear that the 

evangelists could not have been even correct his- 

torians of these wondrous works, had they not been 

superintended by '( the Spirit of truth, who not only 

brought all things to their remembrance, but taught 

them all things, and guided them into all truth." 

Matt. xiv. 13 ; Mark vi. 39 ; Luke ix. 16. 
' John vi. 5-14 ; Luke v. 4-6 ; John xxi. 11. 
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In the relation of those discourses, parables, and 

miracles, there is a beautiful harmony pervading 

the three first Gospels,-a harmony all the more 

wonderful, when i t  is considered that the evan- 

gelists seem to have written independently of each 

other. And as this harmony extends in many 

passages to the employment of the same phrase- 

ology, there is no way of accounting for this 

similarity of expression, under the presiding in- 

fluence of the Holy Spirit, so probable as by 

adopting the theory advocated by Hug and Roberts, 

that in all the principal scenes of His ministry our 

Lord spoke in Greek, which was almost universally 

spoken and understood both in and out of Pales- 

tine.' Still, with all this harmony, there are some 

minor discrepancies, arising partly from the want 

of completeness and chronological arrangement in 

the evangelical narratives, and partly from the 

circumstance of our Lord having apparently re- 

peated some of His most important sayings at 

different times, and in connection with different 

events, These discrepancies have been paraded 

by hostile critics as fatal to the inspired character 

of the evangelists, and therefore i t  may be expe- 

dient to advert to a few of them, in order to show 

1 See Note D. 
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how they admit of a satisfactory reconciliation. 

For instance, in Matt. xxiii., mention is made of 

Zacharias. Who this Zacharias was, is a point on 

which interpreters are not agreed. Zacharias, or 

Zechariah, the prophet who wrote the book bearing 

his name, states himself to be the son of Barachiah ; 

but of the manner of his death we have not any 

account in the Old Testament history. But there 

was another Zacharias, who is said in 2 Chron. 

xxiv. to have been slain in the manner described 

by the command of Joash. This Zacharias, how- 

ever, is spoken of as the son of Jehoiada. Some 

suppose that his father Jehoiada bore also the 

name of Barachias ; and in point of fact there did 

exist in the days of Jerome, in the fourth century, 

a Hebrew copy of Matthew's Gospel, in which the 

name Jehoiada stands instead of Barachias. On 

the whole, i t  is probable that he is the person 

intended. Matthew (viii. 2 8-3 4), relating our 

Lord's voyage to the country of the Gadarenes, 

says, " There met Him two demoniacs ;" whereas 

Mark and Luke make mention only of one. 

Somethingpeculiar in the circumstances or in 

the maniacal fierceness of one of those persons 

may have rendered him more prominent, and 

led the two latter evangelists to specify him 
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more particularly. The three first evangelists 

relate a miraculous cure of the blind, performed 

by our Lord in His passage through Jericho 

to Jerusalem. Matthew mentions two blind men 

without naming them; while Mark and Luke 

mention only one, whose name Bartimeus they 

give most probably on account of his being a 
noted "beggar. His usual station might be at 

the entrance of the town, on the northern side; 

and hence Luke, describing our Lord's journey 

from Galilee, says, "As He came nigh unto 

Jericho." Then, hearing that Jesus of Nazareth 

was passing by, and not being able to reach Him 

through the dense crowd, he was hastily led to 

the opposite gate of the town, where he was joined 

by a companion in misery in making a common 

application for mercy; and hence Matthew and 

Mark say, that " as Jesus went out of Jericho, 

two blind men came to Him." Then Jesus, as 

Matthew relates, had compassion on them both, and 

touching their eyes, healed them. Luke, by antici- 

pation, as is common with all historians, " relates 

the whole transaction, when he first introduces it, 

rather than by cutting it into two parts, to preserve 

a more painful accuracy, yet lose the effect which 

' Matt. xx. 29-34 ; Mark X. 46 to end ; Luke xviii. 36-43. 
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the whole narrative related at  a breath produces."l 

Matthew represents Pilate as proposing Barabbas, 

while according to Luke the proposal emanated 
from the people. Mark clears up the difficulty, 

by stating that while the people hinted at the 

usual custom, Pilate yielded to their wishes in this 

particular case. The inscription on the cross is 

given variously. But the main fact was, "The 

King of the Jews," and that is recorded by all the 

evangelists. I n  his account of the resurrection,2 

Mark describes one angel at the sepulchre sitting, 

where Luke specifies two standing, and being sud- 

denly present before the women. The discrepancy 
in this case may be traced to the narratives re- 

ferring to a different time in the account of the 

heavenly apparition. Such is a specimen of the 
discrepancies that occur in the evangelical narra- 

tives ; and were we fully acquainted with all the 

circumstances, we should most probably find that 

other discrepancies are in like manner apparent 

rather than real, affecting neither the great and 

glorious portrait of our Lord, nor the inspired 

character of His biographers. 

There are incidents of a different kind, of a 

supernatural character, the introduction of which 

' Bengel. Mark xvi. 5 ; Luke xxiv. 4. 
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into the Gospel narrative is considered by some in 

the present day to invalidate the writers' claims 

to inspiration. Amongst these are the star that 

appeared in the east, and that stood over Beth- 

lehem; the song of the nativity, and the other 

attendant circumstances of the Saviour's birth and 

infancy; together with the voice from heaven, 

which on three occasions attested His dignity, and 

the transfiguration scene. These, it is alleged, 

cannot be considered admissible within the region 

of sober history. No doubt i t  was a common 

device in ancient times, and amongst idolatrous 

people, to represent the birth of eminent persons 

as marked by various prodigies, and distinguished 

by the descent of deities, which were supposed to 

prognosticate the future greatness of the child of 

destiny. How different is the sacred narrative of 

the birth of Christ ! The incidents which i t  details 

are completely consistent with the most enlight- 

ened ideas of the perfections of the Almighty, and 

the relation of them is stamped with the most 

evident characters of truth. They took place in 

a manner too public for the introduction of an 

imposture, and in an age too enlightened to admit 

of the circulation of any fabricated tale of wonders. 

Moreover, they are in perfect unison with the 
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more than mortal dignity of Him whose advent 

they attested and proclaimed. Nay, further, so 

much are those early incidents that marked the 

birth of Christ of a piece with the extraordinary 

course of His life and ministry, that they recipro- 

cally prove and establish each other. The miracu- 

lous incidents, like the heralds of an earthly monarch, 

serve to usher in with due honour the arrival of 

Him who exhibited such unmistakeable signs of 

incarnate Divinity; while, on the other hand, the 

unequallea purity and devotion of His character, 

and the sublimely comprehensive benevolence of His 

aims, were worthy of being celebrated by heavenly 

choristers in a song so superlatively grand, and 

well suited as a birthday ode to inaugurate a new 

dispensation of Providence. There are who rank 

this song of the nativity amongst the poetical 

myths found in the early traditions of all people, 

and thus not coming "within the legitimate pro- 

vince of history. But this song is infinitely 

superior to the highest efforts of human genius ; 

i t  was utterly beyond the conception of a Jewish 

mind; especially, i t  was a song to the invention 

of which neither the shepherds, nor Joseph, nor 

Mary, were equal; and as it cannot be supposed a 

forgery by a man of truth and piety as Luke was, 
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the narrative of which it forms a part must be 

accepted as related by the evangelical historian. 

The voice from heaven has been classed with 

'"'he airy tongues that syllable men's names," and 

scouted as a popular form of superstition to which 

the Jews were exceedingly prone. But of the 

reality of this voice no believer in the Scriptures 

can doubt ; and i t  was uttered on three occasions, 

each forming new stages in the course of our 

Lord's ministry sufficiently momentous to justify 

so extraordinary an attestation. The first was at 

His baptism; and the voice from heaven, contain- 

ing a direct allusion to the Messianic prophecy, 

" Behold my Servant, whom I uphold ; mine elect, 

in whom my soul delighteth,"' was designed to 

signalize Christ's entrance on His public ministry, 

and seems to have been heard only by John.' 

The second was at His transfiguration,-a symboli- 

cal scene, enacted for the benefit of His disciples 

at the commencement of His last suffering stage. 

The words, "Hear ye Him," were added on the 

disappearance of Moses and Elias, who had de- 

scended from heaven, as i t  were, to resign their 

legislative and prophetic commissions at His feet ; 

and they were so audible, that Peter, in language of 

' Isa. xlii. 1. John i. 32-34. 
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peculiar strength and grandeur, appeals to them as 
affording an incontestable evidence of the divine 

origin and authority of the gospe1.l The third 

occasion when the voice from heaven was heard, 

was after Christ's last entrance into Jerusalem, 

and when His spirit was deeply agitated in the 

immediate prospect of His sufferings. The voice, 

referring to its former declaration, both at His 

baptism and His transfiguration, announced, in a 

strain even more exalted and extensive than be- 

fore, that "glorification of His name" which was 

yet to take place.2 Then, as to the transfiguration 

scene, which some have the hardihood to allege is 

a fiction of the evangelists, it was so utterly Toe- 

yond their power to imagine the splendid drama, 
' 

that the actual spectators were at first bewildered 

and afraid by what they saw and heard, although 

its sublime disclosures produced a most animating 

and indelible impression on their minds of the 

truth of Christianity. The Apostle Peter makes 

a special reference to this memorable incident in 

a passage of his second epistle, where he expresses 

an earnest desire not only that his instructions 

might be always remembered, but that the Chris- 

tians of his own and every future age might know 

2 Pet. i. 17, 18. John xii. 28. 



THE HOLY SCRIPTURES. 2 0 5 

the solid, immoveable foundation on which his 

faith in the gospel rested,-not on the traditional 

authority of the church,-not on the deductions of 

human philosophy,-not on the mere opinions of 

any man however eminent, or any body of men 

however learned or wise, but on the testimony of 

witnesses regarding what their eyes had seen, 

their ears had heard, their hands had handled of 

the Word of life,-a testimony in bearing which 

they had already encountered persecution and 

snfferings in various forms, their adherence to the 

truth of which had already been tested by the 

death of some, and would ere long be tested by 

the martyrdom of more. I n  this passage Peter 

indicates his thorough unmoveable faith in the 

truth and certainty of that which he had preached, 

intending thus to hint, that they to whom he 

wrote might feel the same confidence, as resting 

on the basis of undoubted verity. In  proof of 

this he alludes to the transfiguration,-a transac- 

tion which formed a remarkable exception to the 

usual state of humiliation in which the Saviour 

lived on earth ; and omitting to notice the attend- 

ance of two glorified saints, who had for ages been 

enjoying the felicities of the invisible world, and 

who then descended to the earth, arrayed in the 
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splendid costume of their better country, seen in 

Q one earnest colloquy with the Son of God, holdin^ 

of the most extraordinary interviews that ever 

took place on earth, he directs attention to a 

mightier phenomenon, viz. the honour and glory 

which was conferred upon the Saviour by the 

sensible tokens of the divine presence,-in the 

words of commendation that were borne to His 

character and office by Heaven itself. This won- 

derful, this unparallelled fact, the apostle declares 

that he and his brother disciples - James and 

John-all three heard distinctly with their ears, 

as they all three saw with their eyes the radiant 

robe of glory with which the person of Christ was 

invested; intimating by this declaration that there 

was as much certainty of the gospel, even in  a 

human way, as could possibly be obtained of any- 

thing that is done in the world, since men cannot 

have a stronger assurance of anything than by the 

evidence of their senses, both their sight and their 

hearing. Accordingly, such was tlie very effect 

which this supernatural scene produced upon the 

minds of Peter and his brother disciples ; for 

although, perhaps, they did not perceive all its im- 

port and its bearings till after the resurrection, we 

find them ever after appealing to the transfigura- 
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tion as affording an incontestable evidence of 

Christ's divine majesty.l Peter adds, We have 

also a more sure word of prophecy, whereunto ye 

do well that ye take heed;" and i t  is strangely 

maintained by Rationalist writers, that the apostle 

intends in these words to represent "the word of 

prophecy " as far more trustworthy than any tran- 

sient, ambiguous sounds heard in the air. The 

very reverse is the case; for the apostle, in con- 

templating the irresistible proof of the divinity of 

the Saviour's mission which was afforded by the 

heavenly declaration, proceeds to state that thereby 

was supplied an additional confirmation of the 

truth of the Old Testament Scriptures, one of the 

prominent features of which was the chain of pre- 

dictions contained in them respecting the Messiah 

and His kingdom. And now that the most im- 

portant of these prophecies had received their 

fulfilment in the appearance, sufferings, and glori- 

fication of the Saviour, their certainty was con- 

finned ; they were made, as i t  were, " more sure ; '' 
and their authority heightened in the minds of 

believers. I n  themselves, " the prophecies " could 

not be rendered " more sure ; " they could receive 

no increase of certainty, being the words of Him of 

1 John i. 14 ; 2 Pet. i. 16, 17. 
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whom it is declared, Hath He said it, and shall 

He not do i t  ? Or hath He spoken, and shall He 

not make it good ? " But subjectively, or as re- 

ceived by men, they vere susceptible of higher 

degrees of assurance, in proportion as subsequent 

predictions threw light upon those which had been 

previously given, and especially as the events 

transpired to which they pointed. 

THE ACTS OF THE APOSTLES follow the Gospels 

in the order of the New Testament books, as in the 

narrative of the recorded facts, although the com- 

position and publication of the history preceded by 

a considerable period those of the fourth Gospel. 

External as well as internal evidence attests Luke's 

authorship. The dedication to Theophilus-the 

same person whose name appears in the introduc- 

tion of the third Gospel-implies that the author 

meant to represent this new work as a continuation 

of the former historical record ; while the similarity 

of the language as well as the style tends strongly 

to confirm this impression of its origin. And a 

lengthened chain of testimony proves that the 
general voice of Christian antiquity ascribed it to 

Eusebius, Eccl. Hist. iii. 25, v. 1 ; Irenseus, Advers. Hares. L. 
iii. c. 14, 15 ; Tertullian, Dejewnio, c. 10  ; Clement, Strom. L. 5. 
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Luke. I t  was natural that one who felt so deep 

an interest in the origines sacrce of Christianity, and 

who had shown such patient and persevering dili- 

gence in tracing out the certainty and order of the 

minutest facts relating to the life and ministry of 

Jesus, should evince a corresponding desire to per- 

form a similar service in recording the subsequent 

progress of the Saviour's cause; and enjoying, as 

we formerly showed that Luke did, access to the 

best and purest sources of information, there was 

no one in apostolic circles who was so well quali- 

fied by circumstances to chronicle the most inte- 

resting and memorable transactions which marked 

the first age of the church. With regard to the 

latter part of the book,-from ch. xvi. 10,  where 

he begins to use the first person, and writes as a 

constant companion and fellow-traveller with Paul, 

-there is no doubt it is unreasonable to suppose 

the intervention of a new and different hand ;l 

and as to the first portion of the history, his 

sojourn 'along with Paul's retinue in Jerusalem 

and Cesarea? where he would mingle in the so- 

ciety of the Christian inhabitants most eminent 

for rank and intelligence, must have brought to his 

knowledge whatever facts are mentioned in this 

See Note E. Acts xxi. 15, xxi. 8-10, xxvii. 1. 
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history which Paul himself could not communicate. 

The same reasons, then, that induced us to admit 

the credibility of Luke's Gospel, necessitate a similar 

reception to the Acts; and the general character 

of that history, as a record of supernatural facts, 

prepares us to anticipate a continuation of similar 

miracles in this evangelical sequel. The course of 

i t  is precisely what we should look for. In  the 

close of the Gospel history, we find our Lord 

promising to His disciples that He would send the 

Holy Spirit to supply the want of His bodily 

presence; and we naturally expect that a book 

which is professedly a sequel of the evangelical 

history, will furnish some evidence of the fulfilment 

of that important promise. Accordingly, the first 

part of the Acts is occupied with a record of the 

descent of the Spirit, and of the mighty change 

which was consequently effected on the character 

and views of the disciples, who were thenceforth 

qualified at once, and in a degree which they could 

never have attained by ordinary means, for the 

functions and the exigencies of their apostolic 

mission. They were to be witnesses of Christ to 

the world- to bear a public testimony to Jews 

and Gentiles concerning His doctrines, His miracles, 

and His death. But at that time they were totally 
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incapable of discharging such an office, and "they 

were to tarry in Jerusalem until they received the 

promise of the Father." Without entering on the 

reasons which rendered i t  expedient that this 

promise should be fulfilled in Jerusalem, the fact 

is, that on the day of Pentecost, when the disciples 

were assembled, this miraculous event took place, 

by the visible descent of the Spirit upon each of 

them ; and the effect was, that " they were endued 

with power from on high." Knowledge is power; 

and the mere fact of the apostles being spiritually 

enlightened in the knowledge of the truth, made 

them " endued with power : " for from that moment 

we see them united in a holy confederacy that 

could not be broken, displaying a spirituality of 

views, a devotedness to truth, a sanctity of purpose, 

a unity of sentiment, which can be accounted for 

in no other way than by tracing it to the impulse 

and energy of the Spirit's teaching. From being 

totally in the dark as to the ultimate designs of 

their Master, how suddenly was a light from heaven 
shed on their ignorant and ~rejudiced minds ! From 

being timid and wavering followers of Christ, how 

animated were they with a spirit of hold and reso- 

lute confidence, that carried them dauntless into 

the presence of kings and rulers ! From being easily 
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discouraged and prone to despondency, how were 

they, even amid perils or in prisons, lighted up 

with a perennial joy! From being selfish and 

narrow-minded Jews, who looked with proud, 

supercilious contempt on all other people, how 

were their bosoms filled with a spirit of expansive 

benevolence, that reached to the farthest limits of 

the world, and laboured for the salvation of all 

mankind ! 

But besides the enlightening influences of the 

Spirit, the disciples on this occasion received also 

extraordinary endowments, consisting in the gift of 

tongues and the power of working miracles. These 

were the seals of apostleship; and the disciples 

took every fitting opportunity of declaring that 

they derived those extraordinary powers from 

Christ.' They were vouchers of their high com- 

mission, credentials of their might, as well as of 

their ability to perform the extraordinary services 

they had to render in the proclamation and exten- 

sion of the truth as i t  is in Jesus. The narrative 

is simple, natural, and, like the Gospel history, 

entirely free from the use of exaggerated terms, 

even in the recital of the most striking events or 

the most stupendous miracles. I t  is most interest- 

1 Acts iii. 6 ,  iv. 10, etc. 



THE HOLY SCRIPTURES. 2 13 

ing and most valuable as a record of the organiza- 

tion of the Christian church, and of the principles 

on which that new and spiritual society was 

founded; for i t  enables us to see the first germs 

of what was afterwards developed in the several 

epistles which were addressed to the Christian 

churches of the primitive age. I t  is in one point 

of view an incomplete history ; for while i t  opens 

with a general account of the apostolic proceedings, 

and carries on in the same style till that great 

crisis when the apostles became convinced that 

the distinction between Jew and Gentile was 

henceforth to cease, i t  begins from that point to 

narrow its course, and, instead of chronicling the 

movements of each of the apostles, confines itself 

to a record of the travels and labours of Paul. 

But in another point of view i t  is a complete his- 

tory : for as Christ declared that, previous to His 

coming at the destruction of Jerusalem, " the gospel 

must first be preached amongaall nations ; " so, by 

tracking the voyages of Paul, it shows us its intro- 

duction into all the most populous and influential 

parts of the Roman Empire, till i t  was at length 

established in Rome itself, the capital of the world. 

The objections brought against i t  are not such as 

seriously to affect the truth and authenticity of the 
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history. The gift of tongues, that is, the power of 

speaking foreign languages in a manner intelligible 

to the natives of those countries, is certainly de- 

scribed as a reality ; l and whether it was bestowed 

only for the pentecostal occasion, or was intended 

for continued use in propagating; the gospel, it was 

a miracle that cannot be explained on natural 

principles. But it is not more incredible on that 

account, than the instantaneous bestowment of the 

faculty of speech on persons who had been born 

deaf and dumb. The historic difficulties in the 

speech of Stephen, as well as in the accounts of 

Paul's conversion, have been often removed ; but we 

must refer the reader to the Biblical commentaries, 

within whose province an explanation of them 

properly falls. And a knowledge of the discourse 

of Peter in the upper room, of the counsel of Gama- 

lie1 to the Sanhedrim when that court was alone, 

of the letter of Claudius Lysias to Felix, and of 

the private conference between Agrippa and Felix 

about Paul, could have been obtained by Luke 

through the numerous Christians who were members 

of the supreme council in Jerusalem or officials of 

the provincial court at Cesarea. Having seen good 

reason for admitting the inspiration of the Gospel 

' Ch. ii. 7-11. 
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by Luke, we feel constrained by a logical necessity 

to acknowledge the inspired character of, this 

history also, which is the proper sequel of it ; and 

we believe that the Spirit, who saw in the evan- 

gelist the qualifications of a competent recorder, 

"moved the holy man" to compile this history, 

which occupies an essential place in the canon of 

the New Testament. 

THE AUTHORS OF THE VARIOUS EPISTLES contained 

in the New Testament are James, Peter, John, Jude, 

and Paul. When the authenticity as well as genuine- 

ness of their several compositions has been satis- 

factorily established, their inspiration and divine 

authority must be acknowledged as a matter of 

course, since the four first-named writers were 

amongst the select few to whom the Spirit was 

originally promised by the Saviour, and in whose pos- 

session the early church saw His supernatural gifts 

most liberally displayed. As the miraculous powers 

with which they were endowed showed that God 

was with them, and that they really were what 

they professed to be, His messengers to their 

fellow-men, the way was prepared for the welcome 

and respectful reception of whatever instruction 

they might deem i t  their duty to administer to the 
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church. Accordingly, we find them claiming a 

submissive deference to the exhortation they gave, 

on account of its being invested with divine 

authority. Thus, Peter said to the Christians 

whom he addressed : " This second epistle, beloved, 

I now write to you, that ye may be mindful of the 

words which were spoken before by the holy 

prophets, and of the commandments of us the 

apostles of our Lord and Saviour." John, writing 

with a similar view, asserts : "We are of God : he 

that knoweth God, heareth us ; he that is not of 

God, hearetli not us. Hereby know we the Spirit 

of truth and the spirit of error." And the same 

apostle, at the commencement of his apocalyptic 

visions, says : " I was in the Spirit on the Lord's 

day, and heard behind me a great voice, as of a 

trumpet, saying, I am Alpha and Omega, the first 

and last : what thou seest, write in a book, and send 

it unto the seven churches which are in Asia." 

For men to express themselves in this manner, who 

were conscious of being under the direct and un- 

erring guidance of God, was natural; and known 

as they universally were to have been appointed 

apostles of Christ, the certified appearance of their 

name and official designation in the inscription of 

any epistle addressed to the churches being con- 
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sidered a guarantee for its inspiration, ensured its 

reception into the sacred canon. Paul is the 

writer of the greater number of the epistles ; and 

as he was not associated with the eleven when 

they were appointed to the apostleship, nor did he 

enjoy the benefits of the Saviour's earthly ministry, 

it is necessary to remark, that his appointment to 

the apostolic office emanated from as high authority, 

and was established by as indubitable evidence, as 

any of the others. He had all the signs of an 

apostle : for he had seen Christ Jesus ; was en- 

dowed with the gift of tongues and the power of 

working miracles, and had received a commission 

directly from the Head of the church, with all the 

qualifications requisite for discharging the duties 

of the ministry among the Gentiles. At the time 

of his remarkable conversion, the Lord said to 

Ananias, who was dubious about the fact: "Go 

thy way : for he is a chosen vessel unto me, to bear 

niy name before the Gentiles, and kings, and the 

children of Israel." And no great time elapsed 

ere he was fully qualified for this mission. So far 

as preparation for the apostolic work was concerned, 

he had received neither encouragement nor aid from 

any of the earlier disciples. But though he had 

l Acts ix. 15. 
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acquired Christian instruction in a manner very 

different from his brethren, the Divine Agent who 

imparted spiritual life and light to him was the 

same. What lie wanted in opportunities of pro- 

gressive training by human teaching, had been 

supplied by immediate revelation from Christ ; and 

when, after a retirement of three years for Scrip- 

tare study and communion with God, he issued 

from his Arabian solitude to enter upon his ap- 

pointed mission, he was as fully equipped in a 

knowledge of spiritual things, and in ability to 

teach the saving truths of the gospel, as any of his 

brethren. He uniformly asserts that his religious 

knowledge was n~iraculously furnished : " I certify 

you, brethren, that the gospel which was preached 

of me is not of men. For I neither received i t  of 

man, neither was I taught it, but by the revelation 

of Jesus Christ." "If ye have heard of the dis- 

pensation of the grace of God which is given to me 

to you-ward: how that by revelation He made 

known to me the mystery (as I wrote afore in few 

~ o r d s ) . " ~  "For I delivered unto you first of all that 

which I also received, how that Christ died for our 

sins according to the Scriptures ; and that He was 

buried, and that He rose again the third day ac- 

1 Gal. i. 11, 12-20. Eph. iii. 2, 3. 
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cording to the Scriptures." While he thus traces 

all his knowledge of the nature and provisions 

of the gospel directly to divine instruction, he is 

equally explicit in placing his claims to teach i t  on 

the ground of his being invested with the apostolic 

commission : " Paul, a servant of Jesus Christ, 

called to be an apostle, separated unto the gospel 

of God." " Paul, called to be an apostle through 

the will of God." "We have received grace and 

apostleship-to all that be in B o n ~ e . " ~  And to- 

wards the close of the epistle he asserts his divine 

right to admonish the Eon~an Christians : "I have 

written the more boldly unto you in some sort, as 

putting you in mind, because of the grace that is 

given of God, that I should be the minister of 

Jesus Christ to the Gentiles, ministering the gospel 

of God."' "My speech and my preaching was 

not with enticing words of man's wisdom; that 

your faith should not stand in the wisdom of men, 

but in the power of God." " God hath revealed 

them unto us by His Spirit." " Which things 

we speak, not in words which man's wisdom 

teacheth, but which the Holy Ghost teacheth." 

1 Cor. xv. 3, 4. Rom. i. 1. 1 Cor. i. 1. 
Â¥ Rom. i. 5. 5 Rom. xv. 15. 1 Cor ii. 4. 
' 1 COT. ii. 10. 1 Cor. ii. 15. 
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" But we have the mind of Christ." l " Let a man 

so account of us as ministers of Christ, and 

stewards of the mysteries of God."' " I received 

of the Lord that which also I delivered unto you." 

" God hath set some in the church, first, apostles." 

"Now then we are ambassadors for Christ, as 

though God did beseech you by us : "we pray you 

in Christ's stead, be ye reconciled unto God." 

' I write these things being absent, lest being 

present, I should use sharpness, according to the 

power which the Lord hath given me for edifica- 

tion." " Paul, an apostle, not of men, neither by 

man, but by Jesus Christ, and God the Father, 

who raised Him from the dead." " Paul, an 

apostle of Jesus Christ by the will of God."' Thus, 

in writing to the churches, he begins by asserting 

his apostolic office as conferring upon him a right 

to give them pastoral counsels and instruction; 

and while in the smaller and purely practical 

epistles, or in those addressed to churches where 

the course of things was smooth and tranquil, he 

was content to style himself " a servant of Jesus 

Christ," in the other epistles, which are dedicated, 

1 Cor. ii. 16. 1 Cor. iv. 1. 1 Cor. xi. 23. 
1 Cor. xii. 28. 2 Cor. v. 20. 2 Cor. xiii. 10. 
' Gal. i. 1. Eph. i. 1. 
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like those to the Romans and Ephesians, to an 

exposition of the peculiar doctrines of Christianity, 

or addressed, as that of the Corinthians was, to 

a church torn by dissension and disorder, he as- 

sumed the high tone of "an apostle,"-one who 

had received a special commission to speak in the 

name and announce the will of his divine Master, 

-whose appointment to the apostleship was not 

owing to his having passed through a course of 

educational training for his high office, as the 

prophets and other apostles did for theirs,-nor to 

his having been promoted to i t  by the collective 

suffrages of the Christian brethren,-but who had 

been called to i t  by the immediate will of God. 

And that will was made known not merely by his 

n~iraculous conversion, which was a matter of 

universal notoriety, but by the rare and exalted 

endowments of which he was possessed, and which 

afforded indisputable evidence that he had received 

the afflatus of divine inspiration. In  his Epistle to 

the Colossians, where he also asserts his claim to 

be " an apostle," he designed further to show, that 

by virtue of his divine appointment he was in- 

vested with direct authority, not only to teach 

what ought to be believed in the way of doctrine 

and done in the way of duty, but what ought to 
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be received and submitted to as the form and 

discipline of the church ; that, in fact, he was a 

minister of Christ, armed with full power to exer- 

cise the keys of the kingdom of heaven; by virtue 

of that part of the promise to the apostles : (( What- 

soever ye shall bind on earth, shall be bound in 

heaven; and whatsoever ye loose on earth, shall 

be loosed in heaven." 

I n  the Epistle to the Thessalonians, the first in 

order of time of the Pauline epistles, and in which 

the writer pours out his feelings in all the fulness 

of pastoral earnestness and love, Paul declares that 

he (' thanks God without ceasing," not in selfish 

pride that his apostleship had been universally 

owned and honoured in that church, but for a 

higher and purer reason : (' Because, when they re- 

ceived the word of God which they heard of him, 

they received i t  not as the word of man, but (as i t  

is in truth) the word of God." This is a statement 

of great significance as to the divine origin and 

authority of the gospel. Such high qualities as Paul 

had displayed were naturally calculated to win for 

their possessor a high name and ascendency over the 

Thessalonian people ; and there can be no doubt 

that such a concentration of excellences as was 

' See also 2 Cor. xiii. 10. 1 Thess. ii. 13. 
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exhibited in his conduct, had in the first instance 

prepossessed the minds of the Thessalonians in 

favour of the doctrines which he taught. What 

came from so good a man, they were prepared to 

receive with a favourable ear ; what he urged upon 

them with disinterested earnestness, they were 

disposed to regard, on his declarations, as a dis- 

covery of great importance and value. But grati- 

fied as he might have been with this proof of their 

esteem and confidence, of what avail would it have 

been to them, if they had assigned to Paul the 

palm of superiority to all the philosophers, and if 

they had preferred his system of morals to all the 

rules which were so eloquently expounded in the 

schools of Greece ? They would in that case have 

received i t  only as the word of a man, who was 

perhaps the wisest and holiest of men they had 

ever seen, but still as no more than the word of 

a man; and therefore Paul thanked God without 

ceasing, (( that when they received the word which 

they had heard of him, they received it not as the 

word of man, but (as i t  is in truth) the word of 

God." This statement is brief, but i t  is very 

significant ; and i t  intimates that the occasion of 

the apostle's thankfulness was on account not only 

of the fact, but the manner, of their receiving the 
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gospel. I t  would have been but a slender ground 

of congratulation and joy, that the Thessalonians 

had entertained i t  on the mere ipse dixit of a 

stranger, however pious, intelligent, and disinterested 

he might have seemed to be. Their adherence to 

i t  would have been nothing more than simple and 

childish credulity, based on no solid or rational 

foundation, and resting only on the testimony of 

a single individual, irrespective of the intrinsic 

claims of the gospel ; they would have been little 

able to satisfy their own minds, or to give to others 

a reason of the faith that was in them. The 

Thessalonians acted in a more enlightened and 

praiseworthy manner : they did not take the gospel 

simply on trust, sometimes doubting and disputing 

it, or receiving it only with a human faith, upon 

grounds of reason as the dictates of philosophy, or 

on account of the persuasive eloquence and great 

learning of the preacher; but they examined its 

claims. For the word "received" in the former 

part of the verse, signifies to entertain, to take into 

consideration, to put upon trial ; and so, being, after 

earnest, dispassionate, and full inquiry into the 

nature of the gospel, convinced that it was "no 

cunningly devised fable," but all true and of divine 

1 mpot?.Oi^ovrt;. 
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origin, they "received i t  not as the word of man, 

but (as it is in truth) the word of God,"-with a 

divine faith, a ready subjection of their minds to 

its supreme authority, and with devout, reverend 

attention to i t  as a communication made directly 

from Heaven. 

If the pious and benevolent heart of the apostle 

was filled with gratitude and delight by the en- 

lightened and unanimous reception the church of 

the Thessalonians gave to the gospel as a divine 

message, we may be sure that he would be pro- 

portionally grieved and pained by its rejection or 

corruption in other quarters; and accordingly, we 

are not surprised at  the strong terms of reproof he 

employed in 'writing to the church of the Gala- 

tians, which had embraced and openly supported 

perversions of the truth which entirely altered 

or destroyed its nature : " I marvel that ye are so 

soon removed from him that called you unto the 

grace of Christ into another gospel. But though 

we, or an angel from heaven, preach any other 

gospel unto you than that which we have preached 

unto you, let him be accursed." 'Sow this strong 

language does not imply the possibility of an 

angel proclaiming any new scheme of salvation, 

1 Gal. i. 8. - 



226 THE INSPIRATION OF 

any more than of Paul's contradicting the doctrine 

he had formerly taught. The apostle resorts to 

such extreme suppositions only to exhibit in the 

most emphatic manner the immutable character of 

the truth which had been delivered to the church ; 

truth which, coming from God, could not be altered 

by any authority, human or angelic, without ex- 

posing the presumptuous innovator to the curse 

denounced against those who add to, or take from, 

the divine revelations. Would the apostle have 

ventured to indulge in such vehement expressions 

of condemnation, if he had taught only his own 

private sentiments ? Would a man of such pro- 

found humility and piety as Paul, who never 

thought of his own things, but uniformly of those 

of Christ Jesus, have allowed himself to be trans- 

ported by such energy of feeling, as to pronounce 

even an angel accursed who should make the 

smallest change on the gospel which he preached, 

had he not been convinced, on the strongest and 

most irresistible evidence, that i t  was not the word 

of man, but the word of God ? Would he have 

assumed so solemn a tone of remonstrance with 

the Galatians for their rejection of him who had 

" called them unto the grace of Christ for another 

gospel,'' if he had sustained no higher character 
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than that of an ordinary human teacher of religion ? 

He was (' an ambassador of God," who had come 

beseeching them in Christ's stead to be reconciled 

to God,"'-a minister plenipotentiary, duly ac- 

credited by the extraordinary gifts of the Spirit ; 

and in that capacity he had to be true and faithful 

to the Prince who sent him : he was not at liberty 

to deviate from his instructions, or to shape them 

according to the fashion which his own taste or 

the fancy of his hearers might suggest ; he was 

bound by the authority he owned, and the apostolic 

character he bore, to deliver the message entrusted 

to him, without adulterating i t  with any impure 

mixture, or enervating it by any human addition. 

I n  this respect, his teaching possessed a co-ordinate 

authority with that of Christ, as the Saviour had 

said, " He that receiveth you, receiveth me; and he 

that receiveth me, receiveth Him that sent me." ' 
" He that heareth you, heareth me ; and he that 

despiseth you, despiseth me ; and he that despiseth 
me, despiseth Him that sent me." Paul himself 

also declared to the Corinthians, respecting the 

things peculiar to Christianity, that '( God had re- 

vealed them unto us (the apostles) by His Spirit. 

We have received the Spirit which is of God, that 

' 2 COL V. 20. Matt. X. 40. Luke X. 16. 
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we might know the things which are freely given 

to us of God ; which things we speak in the words 

which the Holy Ghost teacheth. We have the 

mind of Christ." "We are to some a savour of 

life unto life, and to others a savour of death unto 

death." I n  these passages the apostle makes for 

himself and his associates a direct claim to divine 

inspiration. And in the Epistle to the Thessalo- 

nians, he says regarding those who contemptuously 

rejected the apostolic teaching : " He that despiseth, 

despiseth not man, but God, who hath also given 

unto us His Holy Spirit."% If despising the 

apostles' doctrine was tantamount to despising God, 

there could not be a stronger proof that their 

doctrine was divine. To show that his oral dis- 

courses were exactly in the same strain with his 

writings, he said to the Corinthians : Moreover, 

brethren, I declare (by letter) the gospel which I 

preached unto you (by word of mouth), which also 

ye received, and wherein ye stand ; by which also 

ye are saved, if ye keep in memory what I preached 

unto you." " Hold fast the traditions which ye 

have been taught, whether by word or our epistle." 

In  these two passages the apostle puts his preach- 

Â 1 Car. ii. 9-1 6. 1 Thess. iv. 8. 
1 Cor. xv. 1, 2. 2 Tlless. ii. 15. 
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ing and his writing on the same level; his epistles 

recapitulated the sentiments his discourses had ex- 

pressed. What a source of unspeakable comfort i t  

is, that we have still the guidance of this inspired 

apostle of Christ ! We have not, indeed, the bene- 

fit of his living presence ; but we have his instnic- 

tions recorded in his epistles to the churches. , 

There are some who affect to disparage the epistles 

of Paul,-to represent them as written by a pious 

and excellent, but still a frail and fallible man,- 

and who insist on assigning them a rank amongst 

the books of holy writ greatly inferior to that of 

the Gospels. Once adopt this style of sentiment ; 

once withhold from Paul the character of inspira- 

tion; once regard him merely as an ordinary 

minister of the church, who had to ascertain the 

mind of the Spirit by the same natural means of 

study and research as those in the present day, 

and who, in imparting religious instruction, indulged 

in that rabbinical mode of allegorizing comment 

which was prevalent in later times ; and we shall 

become unsettled in our views of the most im- 

portant articles of Christian truth. Some parts 

will be rejected as mystical, others treated as 

abstract or doubtful speculations; and all will be 

brought to the tribunal of reason, as the sovereign 
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umpire in all that we are to believe and do.' But 

let us carry along with us the lively conviction 

that Paul enjoyed the direct aid, the extraordinary 

gifts, of the Spirit, to preserve him from error and 

to guide him into all truth ; and then we shall feel 

that, in placing ourselves at the feet of Paul, we 

are sitting under one who was " an apostle by the 

will of God." All that is contained in the epistles 

of Paul will come to us invested with equal 

authority, and entitled to equal submission, as what 

fell from the lips of the Lord Himself; and we 

shall be persuaded that, in believing him, our faith 

rests on a sure foundation, being built "not on the 

wisdom of man, but on the word of God." 

Such is the light in which we are to regard the 

inspired authority of Paul; and accordingly his 

epistles are regarded by the vast majority of Chris- 

tians not only as a most precious and important 

part of the Bible, but as the direct development 

and full extension of Christian doctrine. The 

epistles are, as i t  were, the cope-stone of revelation, 

so far as i t  makes known the will of God for our 

duty and salvation. Christ Himself, during His 

personal ministry, laid down the fundamental prin- 

ciples; but He employed Paul and the other 

l See Note P. 
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apostles to show their application in the system 

of Christian truth, such as the doctrines of the 

death and resurrection of Christ. The fact of His 
death was attested, but not the end for which He 

died; and His resurrection was recorded in the 

Gospels, but i t  did not imply by logical necessity 

the resurrection of any one else; and therefore i t  

was reserved for Paul to show that Christ died to 

take away the sins of the world, and that Christ 

was become " the first-fruits of them that slept ; " 

that as surely as the first-fruits are a proof of the 

harvest, so is the resurrection of Christ a proof of 

that of all believers, who are the members of His 

spiritual body. Besides, the apostles had new 

truths to communicate; for the Saviour declared 

that He had many things to say to the disciples, 

but they could not bear these yet. These would 

be imparted by the Spirit of truth when the proper 

time for their promulgation had come, such as the 

overthrow of the Jewish polity, and the union of 

all men in Christ Jesus. Then there was the 

development of the peculiar doctrines of Chris- 

tianity,-such as the atonement, justification by 

faith, the fatherhood of God, the intercession and 

the sympathy of Christ, a future state, judgment 

by Christ. Thus i t  appears that the epistles hold 
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an important place in the sacred volume. As con- 

taining truths, the revelation of which could not 

be made known till the Saviour was " glorified," 

they are indispensable ; they throw a flood of light 

on many of the sayings and doings of Christ ; and 

as the authors of them wrote under inspiration, 

their epistles are entitled to be received with the 

same faith and submissiveness that are shown to 

the earlier books of Scripture. 

I t  has been alleged, however, that this conclu- 

sion is not applicable universally to the epistles of 

Paul, and that there are passages in which he 

seems to doubt the fact of his own inspiration, 

or to disclaim all title to the possession of the 

heavenly power. So far is this allegation from 

being true, that the very passages which are ad- 

duced in support of it, furnish in reality proof to 

the contrary. Paul says, in reference to a subject 

of great delicacy, "I speak this by permission, and 

not of commandment ; " and again, "I have no 

commandment of' the Lord, yet I give my judg- 

ment (in that particular case) as one that hath 

obtained mercy of the Lord to be faithful." The 

matter to which the apostle refers formed no part 

of religious principle or practice; i t  pertained 

' 1 Cor. vii. 6. Ver. 25. 



THE HOLY SCRIPTURES. 233 

neither to Christian doctrine nor Christian duty: 

i t  was a merely prudential recommendation, aris- 

ing out of the peculiarly difficult position of the 

early church ; and as the opinion of the apostle had 

been requested, he gave his friendly counsel as to 

the best course to be pursued. At the same time, 

he evinced a proper solicitude that his opinion 

should be viewed in its true light,-only as a 

friendly advice, not as an oracular response given 

with apostolic authority ; and by the insertion of 

this caution, he left the inquirers at liberty to act 

in the circun~stances as they felt disposed. But 

the statement of the apostle, that in this special 

affair he acted "by permission, and not by com- 

mandment," evidently implies that in other mat- 

ters, viz. those of a purely Christian character, he 

did speak and write by commandment. An ex- 

ception is acknowledged to prove the general rule. 

And accordingly, in the same chapter which con- 

tains the passages above referred to, when from 

a prudential counsel he proceeds to expound the 

principle of Christian law, the words, "I com- 

mand, yet not I, but the Lord," put forth a claim, 

as strong as language can express it, to the cha- 

racter of one who, as minister or apostle of Christ, 

was employed to reveal His will to the church. 
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From a conjunct view of the various topics dis- 

cussed in the preceding pages, and from a com- 

parison of all the points embraced in the promise 

of divine aid to the apostles, with the bestowment 

of the extraordinary gifts of the Spirit which their 
subsequent history attests, we are warranted to 

draw various important conclusions, the principal 

of which, reserving others to be noticed in a sub- 

sequent lecture, are the following :- 

l. That the apostles were completely enlight- 

ened in the knowledge of all the doctrines, duties, 

and promises of the Christian faith. No doubt or 

obscurity clouded their views of the truth as i t  is 

in Jesus after the day of Pentecost. Once had 

they been in darkness, thenceforth they were light 

in the Lord; and though that light had been pro- 

gressive, they had, as apostles, learned the way of 

God perfectly. 

2. Deduction is, that being under the infallible 

guidance of the Spirit of truth, they were qualified 

to be unerring instructors of the world in all that 

sinners are required to believe concerning God, as 

well as in all the duties required of men. Whether 
called to address the church in oral discourses, or 

to write for the Christian instruction of mankind 

in all future ages, they were preserved by the in- 
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fluence and direction of the Holy Ghost from error 

or misapprehension on the one hand, and from 

omission or defect on the other. That they are 

entitled to the most implicit credit in all their 

expositions of Christianity, must be inferred from 

that part of our Lord's promise which gave them 

a pledge that they " should be guided into all (the) 

truth ; " and as " the Spirit of truth was to abide 

with them for ever," what stronger evidence could 

be furnished that they were infallible guides in 

the inculcation of religious sentiments and duties ? 

To suppose that they could err in their public 

teaching, would imply, either that they had been 

imperfectly acquainted with the nature of the 

gospel, or that they had forgotten the views of i t  

they had formerly obtained. But either supposi- 

tion is plainly precluded by the promise of divine 

guidance and aid which was to be commensurate 

with the lives of all of them. 

3. Observation is, that the admission of their 

inspiration is essential to their credibility as his- 

torians, or even honest, truthful men. They claim 

to be inspired ; they assure us in every varied form 

of expression, that the promise was fulfilled in 

their experience, that they spoke by inspiration. 

There is therefore no medium ; we must admit 
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that they were inspired, or conclude that they 

were impostors. But on this latter hypothesis, 

it is impossible to account for the phenomena that 

mark the history of the apostles, particularly the 

complete and continued unanimity of their doctrinal 

teaching, which is clearly traceable to the con- 
trolling influence of the Spirit of truth. How 

soon did a variety of opposing sects spring up in 

the primitive church, many of the early converts 

retaining an irrepressible attachment to the law of 

Moses, and ranging themselves under the leader- 

ship of the Judaizing teachers, who endeavoured to 

blend the institutions of the Jewish with the ordi- 

nances of the Christian church, or, through personal 

predilections for particular preachers, as the Corin- 

thians, dividing into rival partisans of Paul and 

Apollos ! How soon did the confederate reformers 

in the sixteenth century come into collision upon 

points of doctrine and discipline that separated 

Luther from Calvin and Zuingle I How soon did 

religions discord break out between Whitfield and 

Wesley, and the great religious revival of the last 

century was marred in its progress by the doctrinal 

differences of those eminent men ! But no dis- 

crepancy of doctrinal sentiment ever disturbed the 

college of the apostles; and considering the in- 
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firmities, the passions, and the prejudices of men, 

in connection with the many discordant elements 

which existed in the primitive church, i t  is evident 

that the unbroken reign of doctrinal harmony 

amongst the first teachers of Christianity was due 

to the enlightening and guiding influence of the 

Spirit of truth. Nor is this all. There was not 

only a perfect unanimity amongst the apostles 

themselves in their doctrinal teaching, but there 

is a similar unity of doctrine between them and 

the prophets of the Old Testament with reference 

to Christ. Paul describes the church as "built 

upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets, 

Jesus Christ Himself being the chief corner-stone."' 

The apostles are here put upon an equality in 

official dignity with the prophets ; and both were 

guided by the influences of the same Spirit, who 

through their agency made the doctrine of the 

ancient church harmonize with the new. If Isaiah 

foretold of one who should be wounded for our 

transgressions and bruised for our iniquities ; if 

David foretold of one who should not be left in 

the grave, nor see corruption, the apostles travelled 

through all the world, testifying that in Jesus 

these predictions were verified, He having borne 

l Eph. ii. 20. 
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our sins in His own body, having (( died the just 

for the unjust," having burst the fetters of death, 

for i t  was not possible He could be holden of it, 

and being set down at the right hand of God, till 
all enemies should be put under His feet. Thus 

John, Paul, and Peter confirmed the testimony of 

David, Isaiah, and Daniel; and Jesus is shown 

to be the chief corner-stone, in whose person and 

character the Scriptures of the Old and New Testa- 

ment are united in one harmonious structure of 

truth. This wonderful harmony of doctrine could 

never have been attained, had not the same Divine 

Spirit that inspired the prophets of the Jewish 

also given its inspiration to the apostles of the 

Christian church. 

I t  is objected that the apostles make often very 

loose and far-fetched applications of the ancient 

prophecies to features and events in the life of 

Christ. And i t  must be admitted that they do 

apply many passages out of the Psalms and other 

books of the Old Testament, which, if we had not 

been assured on their high authority, we should 

have hardly imagined to have any reference to 

Him. Nor is it probable that they enumerated all 

the predictions of the Messiah which are to be 

found in the prophetic writings, but only a very 



THE HOLY SCRIPTURES. 2 3 9 

small part of them, while they often assure us 

that all the sacred writings principally centre in 

Him. As an instance of a loose accommodation 
of prophecy, reference is made to a passage in 

Isaiah : " The land of Zebulun and Nephthalim, 

11y the way of the sea, beyond Jordan, Galilee of 

the Gentiles; the people which sat in darkness 

saw a great light, and to them which sat in the 

region and shadow of death light is sprung up." l 

The passage had an immediate reference to the 

temporal prosperity of the cities in the northern 

part of Judea, and held out to them the prospect 

of deliverance from the galling yoke of Syrian 

bondage, when the return of more happy and 

prosperous times would, after their protracted exile, 

be no less exhilarating and joyous than the cheer- 

ing beams of the sun after a dark and stormy 

night. But as many actions and incidents in the 

lives of eminent persons under the Mosaic economy 

are held forth as types of Christ, and as we are 

led by apostolic example to consider many pro- 

phecies of the Old Testament, which both in the 

intention of the speaker as well as in the sense of 

the hearers had a reference to Jewish affairs, as 

receiving their full accomplishment in the events 

' Isa. ix. 1, compared with Matt. i ~ .  12-16. 
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of the gospel; so the evangelist Matthew instructs 

us to regard this prophecy, which in the first 

instance pointed only to the emancipation of 

Zebulun and Naphtali from the tyranny and op- 

pression of Benhadad and his successors, as then 

only completely fulfilled, when Jesus, the great 

spiritual deliverer of His people, appeared on their 

territory as the Sun of Righteousness, dispelling by 

His glorious beams a worse than Egyptian dark- 

ness. He had fixed His headquarters at Caper- 

naum, which, being the metropolis of Galilee, and 

situated in the immediate vicinity of the Lake of 

Tiberias, was peculiarly suited to His design of 

preaching in the surrounding districts the gospel 

of the kingdom. While, in selecting Capernaum 

as His headquarters, our Lord followed the dictates 

of His own wisdom, He was fulfilling at the same 

time the remarkable prediction of Isaiah, the full 

accomplishnient of which was realized by His 

ministry who was " the light of the world." An- 

other instance of a similar application of ancient 

prophecy is furnished by the words : " When 

Israel was a child, then I loved him, and called 

my son out of Egypt." Nothing is more evident 

than that this passage is historical, referring to an 

' Hos. xi. 1 
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early period in the past condition of the Hebrew 

nation, and that i t  was not the intention of the 

prophet to give it a prospective reference to any 

future event. But Israel was a type of Christ; 

and for the sake of Him who was to be the most 

eminent seed of Israel, the nation was called " my 

son," and the deliverance from Egypt was effected. 

The exodus in the one dispensation was typical of 

the safe restoration in the other; and hence the 

words of Hosea were rightly viewed by Matthew 

as receiving their full accomplishment in the safe 

return of the infant Jesus to the land of Judea. 

A different mode of applying an Old Testament 

prophecy occurs in reference to the passage in  

2 Sam. vii. 11-1 7 : " I will set up thy seed after 

thee, which shall proceed out of thy bowels, and 

I will establish his kingdom. He shall build an 

house for my name, and I will establish the throne 

of his kingdom for ever. I will be his father, and 

he shall be my son." This is the oath which God 

by His holiness sware to David, the covenant which 

He made with him respecting the perpetuity of 
his royal seed and kingdom? This promise had a 

twofold aspect : the one pointing to David's fleshly 

seed and temporal kingdom, the other to the Mes- 

l PS. lxxxix. 3, 4, 35, 36. 

Q 
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siah and the kingdom of God. I n  respect to the 

former it was conditional, for it contains a threaten- 

ing against such of his royal descendants as should 

commit iniquity.' The spiritual and, eternal part 

of the promise respected the Messiah only, who 

was to come of the seed of David according to the 

flesh, but who was to be raised from the dead to 

sit for ever on His heavenly throne. In respect to 

Him i t  was absolute, and had its full accomplish- 

ment. That David himself understood its ulterior 

application to the Messiah, may he inferred from 

his words;' but it is declared certain by the 

Apostle Peter, who said, "The patriarch David, 

being a prophet, and knowing that God would raise 

up Christ to sit upon his throne." And the 

author of the Epistle to the Hebrews quotes the 

words of God to David : " I will be his father, and 

he will be my son." Doubtless the prophecy as 

well as the promise had a primary and subordinate 

reference to Solomon. But i t  was germinant, 

and had its full accomplishment in Christ. A 

third way of applying Old Testament prophecies 

followed in the New may be exemplified by Matt. 

ii. 23 : '( He came and dwelt in a city called 

' 2 Chron. vii. 7 ,  18. 2 Sam. xxiii. 5. 
3 Acts ii. 29, SO. Heb. i. 5. 
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Nazareth, that i t  might be fulfilled which was 

spoken by the prophets, He shall be called a 

Nazarene." The evangelist uses the plural num- 

ber, " the prophets,"-not any particular prophet. 

The general testimony of ancient prophecy was 

that the Messiah should be despised and rejected 

of men. The opprobrium which was attached to 

His chosen place of residence was extended to 

Him, the inhabitant; for a Nazarene was a pro- 

verb, a byword. The predictions were thus ful- 

filled. And the evangelist, in stating the fact, 

contents himself with a summary of their common 

import. He gives not the words of any prophet, 

but the general sense of all of them. 

I t  is farther alleged, that in making quotations 

from the books of the prophets, the writers of the 

New Testament implicitly follow the Septuagint, 

which is often obscure, erroneous, and widely 

divergent from the Hebrew in the prophetic books 
generally, and in Isaiah especially. For instance, 

the prophetic words, "Mine ears hast Thou opened,"l 

are rendered in the Septuagint, as quoted in the 

New Testament, " A  body hast Thou prepared for 

me."2 I n  other cases, the prophets' words are 

rendered correctly, though not literally, as Isaiah 

l PS. XI. 6. Heb. X. 5. 
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says of Christ, " Surely He hath borne our griefs 

and carried our sorrows," which are quoted from 

the Septuagint thus : (' He hath taken our infirmi- 

ties and carried our diseases." And the words of 

the same prophet, He was brought as a lamb to 

the slaughter, and as a sheep before her shearers 
is dumb, so He openeth not His mouth. He was 

taken from prison and from judgment; and who 

shall declare His generation ? " are rendered from 

the Septuagint, "As a sheep He is led to the 

slaughter; and dumb as a lamb before his shearer, 

so openeth He not His mouth. I n  His abasement 

the judgment (exercise of justice) was taken from 

Him ; but who shall narrate His generation ? for 

His life is taken from the earth.'j4 The Septuagint 

was the translation in common use in the apos- 

tolic age, and therefore most familiar to the Jews 

of that time; so that i t  was as natural for the 

apostles to avail themselves of that version as i t  is 

for us to make use of our authorized version, which 

is no more inspired than that of the LXX., and 

susceptible, it is now admitted, as well as the 

Greek translation, of emendation and improvement 

in rendering the sense of the original. But it is 

Isa. liii. 4. Matt. viii. 17. 
Isa. liii. 7, 8. Acts. viii. 30-33. 
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not a correct statement to make, that all the quota- 

tions from the Old Testament contained in the 

New are made from the Septuagint. It has been 
ascertained by accurate examination, that there are 

eighty-eight verbal quotations in the New Test,a- 

ment from the Septuagint; sixty from other quota- 

tions, with variations ; thirty-seven where the sense 

only is given, but not the words ; sixteen differing 

from it, and approximating more nearly to the 

Hebrew original ; and twenty-four which, differing 

from the present Hebrew text and the Septuagint, 

have yet been proved by the researches of learned 

men to be supported by the testimony of the oldest 

versions and manuscripts, but in which the sacred 

penmen have given not a quotation, but a para- 

phrase, to render the sense of the Old Testament 

more plain and obvious. Well-directed and ex- 

tensive researches on this point tend only the 

more clearly and strongly to establish the spiritual 

intelligence of the writers of the New Testament ; 

and thereby to satisfy every humble and sincere 

Christian, that he has a solid foundation on which 

t o  rest, when he implicitly accepts the New Testa- 

ment interpretations of the Old. Since the pro- 
cess of revelation culminated in the ministry of 

Christ, and the appointment of His apostles to 
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continue His ministry by acting as the divinely 

qualified instructors of the church in all matters 

pertaining to faith and duty, we must look to them 

not only as teachers of new and unknown truths, 

but as expositors of the Old Testament, from whose 
interpretations there is no appeal. Carrying the 

seal of their commission in the possession of the 

extraordinary gifts of the Spirit, the apostles, 

when acting in their official capacity, must be con- 

sidered as expressing " the mind of Christ,"-in- 

spired men, who, both in applying the words of 

ancient prophecy and exhibiting the spiritual 

aspect of facts in the life of Christ, communicated 

the word of God ; and therefore i t  is the duty of 

all earnest followers of the Saviour to study their 

writings, to learn what "the Spirit saith unto the 

churches." 
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