
L E C T U R E  X. 

THE PURPOSES OF GOD. THE DOCTRINE STATED AND 

GUARDED AGAINST MISCONCEPTION. 

"The counsel of the Lord standeth for ever ; the thoughts of 
IIis heart to all generations. "-PS. xxxiii. I I .  

"In whom also we have obtained an inheritance, being pre- 
destinated according to the purpose oi Him who worketh all 
things after the counsel of His own will."-Eph. i. 11.  

I N  farther illustration of our arguments in defence LECT. X. 

of revealed truths which have mystery connected T~G 
with them, there is one other article of the Chris- 
tian faith on which we have still to offer a few 
remarks-namely, the doctrine of Holy Scripture 
respecting the ~ w y l a s t i ~ g  pzcyfoses or cozcnseZs of 
God. In  approaching this subject, indeed, we are 
fully sensible that it would be alike fruitless and 
presumptuous to aim a t  any solution of those 
profound mysteries with which, to our finite minds, 
it must ever remain encompassed. Nevertheless 
there is no impropriety in seeking to disentangle 
it from some extraneozcs difficulties in which it has 
unhappily been involved through misrepresenta- 



LECT. tions or misconceptions of its true import, and to - 
vindicate it from certain objections which, if well 
founded, would show it to be, not a mysterious 
truth, but a pernicious falsehood. 

c;eneral I. I t  seems advisable to preface our remarks 
statements 
of Scripture 

with a brief survey of the statements of Scripture 
on the sub- upon this subject. And in doing so, we may 
ject. begin by referring to a few of those passages, 

so frequently to be met with, in which there is 
ascribed to God in general terms the supreme 
government and absolute disposal of all things in 
the universe,-taken in connection with other pas- 
sages of like general import, which plainly repre- 
sent Him, in the administration of His universal 
dominion, as carrying into effect His own deter- 
minate plan or purpose. 

I Chron. ~ h b s ,  it is written, " Thine, 0 Lord, is the 
xxirt. 11, 12. greatness, and the power, and the glory, and the 

victory, and the majesty ; for all that is in the 
heaven and in the earth is Thine: Thine is the 
kingdom, 0 Lord, and Thou art  exalted as head 
above all. Both riches and honour come of Thee, 
and Thou reignest over all; and in Thine hand 
is power and might; and in Thine hand it is 
to make great, and to give strength unto all." 

PC. CXXXV. " Whatsoever the Lord pleased, that did H e  in 
6. heaven and in earth, in the seas and all deep 
I>an. iv. zj, places." " The Most High ruleth in the kingdom 
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of men, and giveth it to whomsoever H e  will." I.ECT. X. 

His dominion is an everlasting dominion, and ~~x~ 
His kingdom is from generation to generation ; 34, 35. 

and all the inhabitants of the earth are reputed 
as nothing ; and He 'doeth according to His will 
in the army of heaven and among the inhabitants 
of the earth ; and none can stay His hand, or say 
unto Him, What doest Thou ? "  " For of Him, Rom, xi. 

and through Him, and to Him are all things ; to 36. 

whom be glory for ever. Amen." 
These may suffice as a specimen of the general 

testimonies which Scripture bears to the govern- 
ment of the Almighty as extending to all created 
objects and to all events. And that the adminis- 
tration of this government is carried on according 
to a settled plan or fixed purpose, may be no less 
satisfactorily established by other general state- 
ments of the Word of God. Thus, it is written, 
" I  am God, and there is none else; I am God, Isa. XI%+. 
and there is none like me ; declaring the end 9' 

from the beginning, and from ancient times the 
things that are not yet done ; saying, My counsel 
shall stand, and I will do all my pleasure." I t  
is here affirmed that God has a " counsel " which 
embraces all things from the beginning to the 
end, and that this counsel shall assuredly be 
accomplished. To  the same effect is the follow- 
ing declaration : " The Lord of hosts hath sworn, Isa. xi". 

saying, Surely as I have thought, so shall it come 24-27' 
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LECT. X. to pass ; and as I have purposed, so shall it stand ; 
that I will break the Ass~r ian  in my land, and 
upon my mountains tread him under foot. Then 
shall his yoke depart from off them, and his 
burden depart from off their shoulders. This is 
the purpose that is purposed upon the whole 
earth, and this is the hand that is stretched out 
upon all the nations; for the Lord of hosts hath 
purposed, and who shall disannul it ? "  Here, 
again, in connection with a particular announce- 
ment of the divine wrath against Assyria, we have 
an assurance given in the broadest terms, that the 
actual procedure of God in the course of His pro- 
vidence is ordered in conformity with His un- 
changeable thoughts and purposes. A like gene- 
ral testimony is borne by Job, suggested by the 
Lord's special dealings with Him in His afflic- 

job, xxiii. tions : " He is in one mind," says the patriarch, 
13' 14. "and who can turn H im?  And what His soul 

desireth, even that He doeth. For He  performeth 
the thing that is appointed for me ;  and many 
such things are with Him." The Psalmist no less 
expressly traces the actual doings of the Lord to  

PS. His determinate purpose in these words : "Let all 
8-11. the earth fear the Lord ; let all the inhabitants 

of the world stand in awe of Him : for He spake, 
and it was done; He commanded and it stood 
fast. The Lord bringeth the counsel of the hea- 
then to nought; He maketh the devices of the 
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people of none effect. The counsel of the Lord LECT. X. - 
standeth for ever; the thoughts of His heart to 
all generations." Further, to quote but one other 
like statement, believers are spoken of by St Paul 
as having "obtained an inheritance in Christ, ~ p h .  i. 

being predestinated according to the purpose of 
Him who worketh all things after the coz~nsel of 
His owtz wilZ." Here we have both a special and 
a general testimony. The apostle was led by the 
subject of which he was treating to make mention 
of "the inheritance in Christ " which believers 
have oltained ; and he represents this inherit- 
ance as allotted to them in accordance with " the 
purpose of God," by whom thcy have been " pre- 
destinated " to the enjoyment of it. But no sooner 
has he thus spoken of one particular result as 
brought about in fulfilment of the divine pur- 
pose, than his mind a t  once turns to the contem- 
plation of the general truth, that "all things" 
whatsoever are alike embraced in " the'purposc of 
Him who worketh all things after the counsel of 
His own will." 

2 .  Without dwelling longer on these general Purposesof 
God re- 

testimonies, let us now shortly advert to some garding 

other passages which, though of a more limited farticuhr 
classcs of 

and specific reference, are yet, when we consider 
the nature of the subjects t o  which they allude, 
of no less importance in illustration of the general 
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Prov. xvi. 
9 ;  

doctrine than any statements of it, however broad 
and comprehensive. 

Thus, in the Book of Proverbs it is written, "A 
man's heart deviseth his way, but the Lord 

xix. 21; directeth his steps." And again : "There are 
many devices in a man's heart ; nevertheless the 
counsel of the Lord, that shall stand." And yet 

U Y ~ .  I .  again : "The king's heart is in the hand of the 
Lord ; as the rivers of water H e  turneth it 
whithersoever He  will." Nothing can be more 
clear than that in these passages God is repre- 
sented as controlling and regulating the thoughts 
and actions of His intelligent creatures so as to 
make them subservient to His own purposes. 
Again, the voluntary acts of good men are ascribed 

Philip. ii .  to Him;  as when we read that "it is God who 
13. worketh in them to will and to do of His good 
~ p h .  ii. 10. pleasure ; " and that they are " His workmanship, 

created in, Christ Jesus unto good works, which 
God hath before ordained that they should walk 
in them." So also the voluntary acts of wicked 
men are said to be controlled and overruled by 

PS.  Ixxvi. Him ; as when it is written, "Surely the wrath of 
10. man shall praise Thee; the remainder of wrath 

shalt Thou restrain." The termination of human 
life, although it is often brought about by the 
agency of men, is said to be fixed in the counsels 

job, vii. 1. of the Eternal ; as when Job asks, " Is there not 
an appointed time for man upon earth ? Are not 
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his days also like the days of an hireling ? " And LECT. X. 

again, when the same patriarch affirms, " His days jO= X'V.. 

are determined; the number of his months are 
with Thee ; Thou hast appointed his bounds that 
he cannot pass." Not only the termination of 
human life, but the most minute of its incidents 
and concerns; nay, even the circumstances and 
destinies of the lower animals are said to be 
ordered and appointed by that wonderful Being, 
" without whom," we are told, "not a sparrow Matt. X. 29, 

falleth to the ground," and "by whom the very 30' 
hairs of our head are all numbered." Nor is this 
all ; for even those events which men are wont to 
call "accidental " and " fortuitous," are traced to  
the all-controlling purpose of the living God, 
according to that declaration of the Scriptures, 
"The lot is cast into the lap ; but the whole dis- Prov. xvi. 

posing thereof is of the Lord." 33. 

Now, if such things as are specified in these pas- 
sages-the casting of lots, the fall of a bird, the 
growth of the hair upon our head, the duration of 
human life, the devices of the human heart, the 
voluntary acts both of good and of wicked men,- 
if such things as these be comprehended in the 
divine purpose, we may reasonably infer that all 
things whatsoever are included in it. I t  cannot 
be thought that these things are specified by the 
inspired writers as being 'predetermined by God 
more than o t h ~ s .  There is no good reason that 
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LECT. X. we are able to conceive why the divine purpose 
should not be acknowledged respecting other 
matters as well as respecting those which are 
mentioned in the texts referred to;  nor does 
there seem to be any greater difficulty attendant 
on the acknowledgment in the one case than in 
the other. 

Purposesof 3. There are numerous other passages, how- 
God re- ,,,,, ever, of a still more specific nature, that may be 
&rficulay adduced, in which not only pa~ticztlar clmes of 
events con- 
sidered in. events, butparticzlZay ments consideyed i?zzdividzlaZ& 
dhlduazb. and belonging to one or other of various classes, 

are represented as included in the plans and 
fulfilling the ends of the supreme Ruler of the 
universe. 

Thus, for example, the barbarous conduct of 
Jacob's sons, when they sold their brother Joseph 
to the Ishmaelites, was intended by God as a 
means of securing important benefits to the pos- 
terity of Abraham ; insomuch that Joseph him- 

Gen. XI". self afterwards said to them in regard to it, " Be 
5'7; not grieved nor angry with yourselves that ye 

sold me hither ; for God did send me before you 
to preserve life," and "to preserve you a posterity 

I. 20 in the earth." "As for you, ye thought evil 
against m e ;  but God meant it unto good, to 
bring to pass, as it is this day, to save much 
people alive." God did not merely Zzrrn it to good 
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after it happened, but He  [' meant it unto good ; " LECT. X. 

and with a view to the good which He  should 
ultimately bring out of it, He was pleased to per- 
mit it. In like manner, the obduracy of Pharaoh 
when he refused to liberate the Israelites, not- 
withstanding all the terrible judgments sent upon 
him, is represented as entering into the great 
plan which God had devised for the accomplish- 
ment of His purposes. For the Lord said to Pha- 
raoh, " For this cause havc I raised thee up, to EX. ix. 16. 

show in thee my power, and that my name may 
be declared throughout all the earth." So also 
the perverseness of those tribes adjoining the wil- Judges, ii. 

derness who refused a free passage through their 
territories to the children of Israel ; the combina- 
tion of the kings of Canaan to resist their pro- 
gress ; the hardships and conflicts which for many ps. IXXWII; 

years they had to encounter prior to their firm 
establishment in the promised land ; and the 
tyrannous oppression to which, in after-times, they Isa. x . 9 1 1 ;  

were subjected by those heathen adversaries who c:;? 
carried them into captivity,-are all held forth in 
Scripture as proceeding from the divine appoint- 
ment. Again, it is writtcn that Absalom and his 
adherents preferred the counsel of Hushai the 
Archite to that of Ahithophel, "because the Lord nsam. xlii. 

had appointed to defeat the good counsel of 14' 

Ahithophel, to the intent that the Lord might 
bring evil upon Absalom." Farther, when Shirnei 
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LECT. X. cursed and stoned King David, and Abishai wished 
to  put him to death for so doing, the pious mon- 

2 Sam, xvi. arch said, Lct him alone, and let him curse, for 
11. the Lord hath bidden him." In like manner we 

find David ascribing to God those afflictions of . 
His people which had been to a great extent 
brought upon them by the agency of men in these 

PS. lxvi. 10- words : "Thou, 0 God, hast proved us ; Thou 
12. hast tried us as silver is tried ; Thou broughtest 

us into the net; Thou laidst affliction upon our 
loins; Thou hast caused men to ride over our 
heads." Again, when enemies rose up and con- 
tended against King Solomon, the fact is recorded 

I Kings, in these remarkable words : "The Lord stirred up 
xi. 14, 23, 
25. 

an adversary to Solomon, Hadad the Edomite." 
"And God stirred him up another adversary, 
Rezon the son of Eliadah." ?And he was an 
adversary to Israel all the days of Solomon, be- 
sides the mischief that Hadad did." When 
Nebuchadnezzar, too, was temporarily deposed 
through human agency from the throne of Baby- 
lon, the matter is said to have been by " the decree 

D ~ ~ .  iv. 17- of the Most High," " to the intent that the living 
24. may know that the Most High ruleth in the 

kingdom of men, and giveth it to whomsoever 
He  will." And when Tyre was to be destroyed 
by the hands of its assailants, the prophet Isaiah 

Isa. xxlii. thus anticipates its approaching doom : Who 
*' hath taken this counsel against Tyre ? "  The 
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Lord of hosts hath purposed it, to stain the pride LECT. X. 

of all glory, and to bring into contempt all the Isa.xxii1.9. 

honourable of the earth." 
Other instances of a like nature might be cited 

in grcat abundance, tending to show that the 
actions of voluntary agents, in the unconstrained 
exercise of their rational and moral powers, are 
included in the plans and fulfil the purposes of 
the Almighty. Indeed, I do not know of any 
other doctrine in support of which a greatcr 
assemblage of Scriptural proofs or illustrations 
can be adduced. 

There is one of these other instances, however, 
which is much too striking and important to be 
omitted. I refer to the crucifixion of our Saviour, 
which, though brought to pass by the concurrence 
of a variety of agents following the unconstrained 
dictates of their own will, and chargeable for what 
they did with guilt the most hcinous, is yet de- 
clared in Scripture to have taken place according 
to the fixed design and purpose of the Eternal. 
We find our Lord Himself thus speaking in anti- 
cipation of it : " Truly, the Son of Man goeth, as it Luke, xxil. 

22. was determined ; but woe unto that man by whom 
He is betrayed ! " And again we read, that "from 
that time forth began Jesus to show unto His Matt. xvi. 

21. 
disciples how that He must go into Jerusalem, 
and suffer many things of the elders and chief 
priests and scribes, and be killed, and be raised 
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L ~ T .  X, again the third day." In this latter passage the - 
form of expression is very remarkable, and quite 
as much so in the original as in our translation. 
His "going into Jerusalem," which depended on 
His own will ; His "suffering many things of the 
elders and chief priests and scribes," which de- 
pended on their will ; and His being '(killed," 
which depended on the sentence, pronounced 
with no small reluctance, of the Roman governor, 
-are here declared to be as unalterably certain 
as His "rising again," which was to be accom- 
plished by an immediate exercise of divine power, 
without any human agency whatsoever. The 
testimony of the apostles with reference to this 
event is quite in accordance with that of their 
divine Master. Thus we find S t  Peter declaring 

~ c t s ,  ii. 23. on the day of Pentecost, " Him, being delivered 
by the determinate counsel and foreknowledge of 
God, ye have taken, and with wicked hands have 
crucified and slain." And afterwards we find the 
whole apostles with one accord testifying that 

~ c t s ,  iv. 27, "against the Lord Jesus both Herod and Pontius 
28. Pilate, with the Gentiles and the people of Israel, 

were gathered together, to do whatsoever the 
hand and counsel of God determined before to 
be done." 

This last instance, although of a peculiarly 
striking nature, stands exactly on the same foot- 
ing with the others previously adduced. And 
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they all combine to show that, not only in the LECT. X. 

physical world, which is generally admitted to be 
subject in all its provinces to the absolute control 
and regulation of the Almighty, but also in the 
moral world, all circumstances and events-de- 
pendent though they be on thc voluntary actions 
of His intelligent creatures-are nevertheless pre- 
arranged and predetermined by Him ; or, in other 
words, that whtsoever God does by His own per- 
sonal agency in any department of the universe, 
and whatsoever He permits to be done by the agency 
of His rational creatures, is done or permitted by 
Him purpose& and designed&, in accordance with 
His own determinate counsels, and for the accom- 
plishment of His own contemplated ends. 

4 There are some Scriptural testimonies which Purposes or 

might have been included in one or other of the :::ithe 
classes already noticed, but which I have re- convenion 

and salva- 
served for separate consideration, by reason of ,ionof His 

the special importance of the subject to which people. 

they relate. I allude to  those passages which 
bear on the furposes of God with reference to the 
co~zversion, sa?zctz$cation, and uZti?nate glorz>cation 
o f  His chosen feojL'e. 

We find our Lord Himself frequently referring 
to certain persons as special objects of His hea- 
venly Father's grace. Sometimes they are desig- Matt. xxiv. 

nated by Him as "the elect ;" at other times as 22, 24. 
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LECT. X. "those whom His Father had given Him," and - 
Mark, xui. 'l concerning whom it was His Father's will that 
27. 
Luke, He should raise them up at the last day," and 
7. "give to them eternal life." And again, as "His 
John, vi. , sheep who hear His voice and follow Him, while 

2p 69, others believe not in Him ; and who shall never 
11, 24;  
X. 26, 27. perish, neither shall any one pluck them out of 
28. His hand." 

The apostles also, when speaking of persons 
whom they regarded as Christians, not in name 
only, but in reality, employ such language as the 

Rom. viii. following : " We know that all things work to- 
28-30. gether for good to them that love God, to them 

who are tlze called according to His purpose. For 
whom He  did foreknow He also did predestinate 
to. be conformed to the image of His Son, that He  
might be the first-born among many brethren. 
Moreover, whom He did predestinate, thenz He also 
called; and whom H e  called, &em He also jzcsti- 
$ed; and whom He  jzcstzj'ied, them He  also gZori- 

I Thess. i. f;edd9' "We give thanks to God always for you 
2-5. all, making mention of you in our prayers, re- 

membering without ceasing your work of faith, 
and labour of love, and pitieme of hope in our 
Lord Jesus Christ, in the sight of God and our 
Father ; hnowiq-, brethren beloved, your election of 
God: for our Gospel came not unto you in word 

Thess. li. only, but in power." "We are bound to give 
13. thanks alway to God for you, brethren beloved of 
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the Lord, because God kath from the beginning I,ECT. X. 

chose, you to salvation, through sanctz$cation of the 
p 

Spirit aad belief of the truth." " God hath saved 2 ,rim. i. 9. 

us, and called us with an holy calling, not ac- 
cording to our works, but according to His own 
purpose and grace, which was g i v ~ z  us i f z  Christ 
reszds before the ze1orZd began." " Peter, an apostle I pet. ,. 
of Jesus Christ, to the strangers scattered '. 
throughout Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia, 
and Bithynia ; elect according to the forek~zowledge 
of God the Father, through sanctijiation of the 
Spirit, unto 06edience and sprinkling of the blood 
of Yesus Christ; grace unto you, and peace be 
multiplied." 

If our object were toprove what we hold to be 
the doctrine of Scripture with respect to GoCs 
purpose of election, it would be necessary to enter 
into a critical exposition of these passages such 
as would far exceed the limits of this lecture. 
Our object, however, is not to prove that the 
doctrine really is set forth in Holy Scripture, but, 
on the assumption of its being there affirmed, to 
show that, though confessedly above reason, it 
cannot be justly held to be agaigzst reason. And 
therefore, allowing the above passages to carry 
their own meaning to all who read or hear them, 
we shall be content with somewhat more fully 
considering one other passage of a very decisive 
nature which occurs a t  the beginning of Paul's 

U 



T~SCT. X. Epistle to the Ephesians. The words are 
these :- 

' E P ~ .  i. 3.7, "Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord 
11, 12. 

Jesus Christ, who hath blessed us with all spi- 
ritual blessings in heavenly places in Christ ; 
according as He hnth chose~z us in Hiln before the 
fotcndntion of the world, that we shouM be hob a d  
withoztt bZawze before Him in Zone; having pre- 
destinated us unto the adoption of children by Jesus 
Christ to HimseZ! accor&g to the goodpZeaszire of 
His will, to the praise of the glory of His grace, 
wherein He  hath made us accepted in the Beloved ; 
in whom we have redemption through His blood, 
the forgiveness of sins, according to the riches of 
His grace. . . . In whom also we have obtained 
an inheritance, being predestin~ted according to the 
purpose of Hinz who worketh all things after the 
cou~zseG of His own will, that we should be to the 
praise of His glory." 

The persojzs with whom the apostle here asso- 
ciates himself in thankfully acknowledging the 
grace that had been conferred on them are styled 

~ p h .  i. 1. by him, "the saints which are at Ephesus, and the 
faithful- in  Christ Jesus,"-being those who made 
a fair, consistent, and credible profession of Chris- 
tianity, and whom, accordingly, he was bound, in 
the judgment of charity, to regard and represcnt 
as Christians indeed. 

The Jen&ts, which he speaks of these persons 
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as having receivcd from God in common with LECT. X. - 
himself, are no mere ecclesiastical privileges or 
outward advantages, pertaining indiscriminately 
to all members of the visible Church, whether 
they be Christians in name only or in reality ; but 
such blessings as belong exclusively to true be- 
lievers,-namely, " redemption," "forgiveness of 
sins," "holiness," "adoption," a "heavenly in- 
heritance,"-in short, " all spiritual blessings in 
heavenly places in Christ." Nor is it with the 
mere offer of these benefits on certain conditions, 
which it remains for themselves to fulfil, that 
the saints a t  Ephesus are said to have been thus 
favoured, but with the bene$ts themselves in actual 
possession or in sure prospect. 

Further, these blessings are represented as 
conferred upon them, not, as it were, by a mo- 
mentary impulse of beneficence on the part of the 
Donor, without any previous forethought or de- 
liberate intention, but in accordance with the 
everlasting purpose of God. They are "blessed 
by Him with all spiritual blessings accordhzg as 
He Aath chosen them in Christ Clefore the foundation 
of the worid." They are "predestinated by Him to 
the adoption of children ; " and they have " ob- 
tained an inheritance in Christ, beir~~predestinated 
according to  t h  purpose of Him w h  worketh all 
things a fte'r the coz~nsel of His own wiZL." 

Yet farther, we are here taught that this 
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LECT. X. " choosing " or predestinating " of them was not 
owing to any personal excellences or attainments 

, by which God foresaw that in due time they 
would be distinguished as causes or reasons mov- 
ing Him thus to favour them ; for it is expressly 
said that "they were chosen by Him i ~ z  order that 
they shozrld be holy and withoz~t blame before Him 
i?z love; " not that they were chosen "because H e  
foresaw that t h g  would beconze so,"-their personal 
qualities being, ~ o t  the cause or reason, but the 
result or consepz~e~zce of their election. Besides, it 
is declared that God "predestinated them accord- 
ing to the good pleasure of His will, to the praise of 
the glory of His grace;" which could not be the 
case if their predestination had been dependent 
on their own personal excellences, exertions, or 
attainments. 

The force of this passage cannot be evaded by 
alleging, as some have done, that the " election" 
and "predestination" here spoken of have refer- 
ence merely to the outward privileges conferred 
on the Ephesians and other Gentiles when called 
to be members of the visible Church of Christ. 
W e  are not concerned to dispute that the purpose 
of God extends to the conferring of outward 
privileges upon nations or communities, as well 
as to the conferring of spiritual blessings upon 
individuals ; for undoubtedly His purpose em- 
braces whatsoever comes to pass. And in a sub- 
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sequent part of this Epistle to the E~hes ians  the LECT. X. 

calling of the Gentiles to the same privileges with 
the Jews is said to have been "according to God's ~ ~ h .  iii. 

eternal purpose which He  purposed in Christ 3-'I- 
Jesus our Lord." It cannot be truly said, how- 
ever, that in the passage before us the mere ex- 
tension of outward rcligious advantages to the 
Gentiles is all that the apostle refers to, when he 
speaks of himself and of the "saints and faithful 
ones at Ephcsus" as "chosen" and "predesti- 
nated." For, as I have already shown, it is as 
clear as words can possibly make it that his re- 
ference is to " redemption," " forgiveness," " adop- 
tion," and generally to "all spiritual and heavenly 
blessings." 

We are told, indeed, that, in all probability, 
some of the professed disciples a t  Ephesus were 
not among the number of those who should be 
finally saved; and hence that Paul cannot rea- 
sonably be supposed to speak of them in so indis- 
criminate a manner as elected o r  predestinated to 
spiritual and heaven4 blessi~zgs, or to mean any- 
thing more than that they wcre chosen out of 
heathendom to  receive the outward calls and 
invitations of the Gospel. To  this the reply is 
obvious : that the same objection would be 
equally applicable to the manner in which the 
apostle here speaks of them, as "having redemp- 
tion through the blood of Christ, even the forgive- 
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1,~c-r. X. ness of sins," and as "having obtained an inherit- - 
ante in Christ ; " and in the sequel of this Epistle 

~ p h .  i. 13; as "sealed with the Holy Spirit of promise," 
il. 11 5, 10- "quickened from death in trespasses and sins," 

and "created in Christ Jesus unto good works." 
In  all probability there were some of the Ephe- 
sians of whonl, in the judgment of the heart- 
searching God, these things could not be truly 
affirmed ; yet Paul says these things just as 
indiscriminately as he says that they were " cho- 
sen" and "predestinatedJ' in the passage before 
us. And if, in consideration of there being some 
of the Ephesians who were not in reality what 
they all professed to be, we are to lower Paul's 
meaning when he speaks of their "predestination," 
we must, on the same principle, lower his meaning 
to  an equal extent when he speaks of their "re- 
demption," their " forgiveness," their " adoption," 
their "new creation," the "sealing of them by 
the Spirit," their "obtaining an inheritance," so 
as  to make these expressions as  well as the others 
significant of certain mere outward privileges and 
advantages, instead of those inestimable spiritual 
blessings which they truly denote. This, how- 
ever, is a course which no commentator has ever 
been so unreasonable as to propose. And if it be 
inadmissible with respect to  the one class of state- 
ments, it is equally inadmissible with respect to 
the other class. 
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The truth is, that S t  Paul is accustomed in all LECT. X. 

his Epistles to address himself to professed Chris- 
p 

tians on the charitable assumption that they are 
Christians indeed ; or perhaps it would be more 
accurate to say, that in writing his Epistles to the 
several churches to which they were sent, he 
addressed himself to such members of these 
churches as really were sincere believers in Jesus 
Christ, leaving it to  every man's own judgment 
to determine whether or not this character be- 
longed to him. As for the apostle himself, he 
judges no man, in the absence of broad and pal- 
pable evidence of insincerity, to  be other than 
what he professes and appears to be ; but charit- 
ably presumes that, wherever there is a fair and 
seemingly consistent profession of Christianity, 
there is no lack of true Christian principle in the 
heart. Hence it is that we find him addressing 
this Epistle to "the saints which are a t  Ephesus, 
and the faithful in Christ Jesus." Hence also he, 
immediately after, thanks God for having [' blessed 
them" as well as himself "with all spiritual 
blessings in heavenly places in Christ, according 
as He  had chosen them in Christ before the foun- 
dation of the world, that they should be holy and 
without blame before Him in love." Nor can it 

be questioned that the ternzs of such a tha~zksp.vifzg 
are equally justifiable with the styr'e of s2d 
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LEcT. X. address. The  two are in most perfect harmony 
with one another. 

Thus have we taken a brief survey of the state- 
ments of Scripture respecting the mysterious 
doctrine of the purposes of God, both in their 
general aspect as extending to all objects and all 
occurrences in the universe, and in their more 
special aspect as  relating to the character, privi- 
leges, and destiny of the people of God. A few 
explanatory remarks, however, are still necessary 
in order to a right apprehension of the doctrine, 
before we attempt to obviate those objections 
with which i t  has been commonly assailed. 

The pur- (I.) First of all, it is necessary to a right con- 
poses of 
God are co- ception of this doctrine, that we keep steadily in 
incident view the reLation whhh subsists between thepurposes 
with His 
actual pro- of God and His actualp~ocedure. These are in the 
cedure. most perfect harmony with one another. In  this 

respect, as well as in many others, the thoughts 
and ways of God are not like ours. Weak, fickle, 
and short-sighted man often purposes what he 
fails to perform ; and as often does he, from 
ignorance or recklessness, perform what, a few 
moments before, he did not purpose. But it is 
far otherwise with the almighty, all-seeing, un- 
erring, and unchangeable God. He can never be 
supposed to  do anything rashly, hastily, or with- 
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out a wise and determinate purpose. Indeed, LECT. X. 

H e  has Himself declared that " H e  worketh all &GI. 
things after the counsel of His own will." Nor 
can His purpose ever fail of its fulfilment. "My 
counsel," H e  says, "shall stand, and I will do all Isa. xlvi. 

my plcasure." There must neccssarily be, there- Id 
fore, the most exact coincidence between what 
God determines and what He eventually brings to 
pass. His purposes are just His actual doings in 
prior intention, and His doings are just His pur- 
poses in ultimate accomplishment. Whatsoever 
comes topass in His works of creation and of pro- 
vidence and of grace,-wkatsoever comes to pass- 
nothing more, nothing less, nothing else,-is in 
every case the thing which God has predetermined. 
And thus the only effect of the doctrine of pre- 
destination is to trace back the procedure of God, 
such as we actually find it to be, to a previous in- 
tention-eternal and unchangeable like everything 
pertaining to Him-that that procedure and no 
other should eventually be adopted by Him. 

This is a most important consideration ; and if 
it had not been so strangely overlooked, I venture 
to say that many of those objections which are 
most loudly urged against the doctrine of pre- 
destination would never have been heard of, ex- 
cept from the lips of those who are prepared to 
censure the actual ways and doings of the Most 
High. For if the purposes of God have respect 
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LECT. X. to nothing else than what in His actual works of 
creation and $rovidence and grace is brought to 
pass, it is clear that no exception can be taken to 
the wisdom, goodness, and rectitude of these pur- 
poses, or to their alleged inconsistency with our 
freedom of will and moral responsibility, farther 
than exactly the same exception may be taken to 
that actual course of the divine administratio~z by 
which they are eventually carried into effect. 

pur- (2.) I t  is but an obvious expansion of the same 
poses of 
God have remark-or, a t  all events, a necessary inference 
respect to from it-when we add that the purposes of God 
all events 
in the ezact have respect to all events in the exact manner and 
man'uy order ilz which they come to pass, and no othrwise. 
and or&r 
in which The whole course of things in the universe, as they 
they came to  
pass, and 

actually emerge, each in its proper time, and place, 
no other- and order, and manner, must be regarded as the 
wise. evolution and development of the mighty plan 

which God has devised in His everlasting counsels. 
And hence any deviation from the manner, or 
any dislocation of the order, in which H e  has 
predetermined their occurrence, would be as really, 
if not as thoroughly, a frustration of His pre- 
arranged plan, as if the events should never occur 
at all. If the purposes of God relate to "what- 
soever comes to pass," and are " executed in the 
works of creation and providence," then must 
these purposes be viewed as having reference, not 
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to unconnected or isolated occurrences, standing I,ECT. X. 

in no manner of relation to one another ; but to 
the whole concatenation of events which consti- 
tute the course of nature and of providence-to 
things as they actual& emerge in the order in which 
they occur, and with the mutual connections and 
dependences which subsist among them. The same 
divine purpose which determines any event, de- 
termines that event as  produced by its causes, 
promoted by its means, depending on its condi- 
tions, and followed by its results. Things do not 
cometopass in a state of isolation; and hence they 
cannot have been predetermined so to come to 
pass. In other words, God's purpose embraces 
the means along with the end-the cause along 
with the effect-the order, relations, and depend- 
ences of all events, as no less essential to the 
divine plan than the events themselves. 

This also is a very important consideration, 
which ought ever to be kept in view in connection 
with the subject before us. For, as we shall after- 
wards see, it furnishes an effectual reply to the 
objection so frequently alleged against the doc- 
trine of predestination-namely, that it sztpersedes 
the use of meam andpersonal eforts for the attain- 
ment of those things which God has predeter- 
mined. Most evidently the doctrine cannot have 
such a tendency if we take into account that the 
means and personal efforts by which any result is 
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LECT. X. to be brought about are, equally with the result 
itself, included in the divine purpose. 

Meaning of (3.) A third remark which seems to be of some 
the words, importance, is one which we have already had 
and 'de- occasion to make in a former lecture-namely, 
cree' as ap- 
plied to the that the words " ordain" and " decree,"when ap- 
purposesof plied, as they not unfrequently are, to the divine 
God. 

purposes, must be understood in a sense consid- 
erably different from that which, according to 
common usage, is attached to  them. These 
words are ordinarily held to convey the ideas of 

sllpro, " public proclamation," " authoritative command," 
p. 141. "peremptory injunction,"-all of which are as 

far as possible from being characteristic of the 
purposes of God. For these, unlike what we 
commonly call " decrees " or " ordinations," are 
known only to Him in whose counsels they have 
originated. In  some exceptional cases, indeed, 
He  has been pleased to give a prophetic intima- 
tion of them to His creatures ; yet this, for the 
most part, has been done by Him in such terms 
as cannot be clearly and fully understood until 
the event come, which at once interprets and ful- 
fils the prophecy. With these rare exceptions, 
however, the purposes of God are veiled in im- 
penetrable darkness. There is no announcement 
made of them, no authority wielded by them, no 
manner of force or efficient influence exerted by 
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them. The  words " ordain " and " decree " as 1.rc-r. X. 

applied to them must simply be understood as 
conveying the ideas of "fixedness," "certainty," 
and unchangeableness ; " but nothing more. 
What we call " the decrees of God" are merely 
His $zed purposes. He alone, except when they 
are prophetically announced, is cognisant of them ; 
and He  alone, if we may so speak, is influenced 
by them. They certainly have no direct influ- 
ence on any besides Him. They are God's secret 
designs for the regulation of His own procedure ; 
bzrt they are ?.tot rules or laws prescribed for the 
gz~ia'ance of others; still less are t hp  powers or 
agencies exerted for the coercion of others. Con- 
sidered in themselves, they are confined to God 
alone ; and they must first have had effect given 
to them in His actual doings-in other words, 
they must have ceased to be mere purposes by 
being carried out and embodied in action-before 
any other being in the universe can be influenced 
by them. 

(4.) The only other remark which we have now The pur- 
poses of to make on this subject is that, with respect to 

some things, the purposes of God are on& per- somethinss 
are on& 

missive. permissine. 

This is evidently the doctrine of our Confession 
of Faith. For while it is there stated that "God 
from all eternity did unchangeably ordain what- 
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Confession 
of Faith, 
chap. iii. 

soever comes to pass," this statement is imme- 
diately after qualified in the following terms- 
" yet so as thereby neither i s  God the author of sin, 
nor is  violetzce ofered to the will of the creatures, nm 

i. is the liberty or conti~zge~zcy of second causes taken 
away, but rather established" These words plainly 
imply that the purposes of God are oft& permis- 
skle in so far as they have respect to those events 
which are to be directly brought about by the 
wiZZ of free ageftts, and more particularly in so 
far as they have respect to the commission of sins, 
of which it would be gross impiety to suppose 
that God is in any sense the author or promoter. 

We are led to the same conclusion by what is 
said in other parts of our Confession of Faith, as 
well as in our Catechisms, regarding the execution 
of the divine purposes. Thus, it is stated that 

Confession " God in His providence ordcreth all things to fall 
of Fa~th, 
chap. v. out according to the natzdre of second causes, either 
1 2.4.  necessari&, free&, or conti?zgently; " and that the 

providence of God extends even to the sins of His 
creatures, " by such a permission as hath joined 
with it a most wise and powerful bounding, and 
otherwise ordering and governing them, in a mani- 
fold dispensation, to His own holy ends ; yet so as 
the sinfulness thereof proceedeth only from the 
creature, and not from God, who, being most 
holy and righteous, neither is nor can be the 
author or approver of sin." And more particu- 
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larly as  regards the sin of our first parents, we are I,ECT. X. 

told that they were "left t o  the freedom of their short, 
own will" when they committed it ; and that 

quest. 13. 
" this their sin God was pleased, according to His Confession 

wise and holy counsel, topermit." of Faith, 
chap. vi. 

I t  is of much greater importance, however, to I I. 
observe, that this view of the matter is fully borne 
out by the dictates of reason and the doctrine of 
the Word of God. Every sound theist will readily 
admit that, in the actual government of the uni- 
verse, there are some things, such as the corn- 
mission of sins, which God is only to be considered 
as allowing; while as regards other things, He is 
direct& and e@cient& concerned in the doing of 
them. And this distinction is recognised in Holy 
Scripture ; as when it is written of God, that "in 
times past H e  sufered all nations to walk in their A C ~ S ,  xi". 

own ways ;" that " H e  endured z~i th  much Zo~g- 
ix. 

sz~fii lzg the vessels of wrath fitted for destruc- 22. 

tion ;" that " H e  gave up the Israelites to their PS. lxxxi. 

own hearts' lust, and they walked in their own 12' 
counsels." Now, if there be such a distinction 
between what God of HimseZfdoes and what He 
per~nits others to do in His actual procedure, there 
must be a similar distinction in His purposes, 
wherein that actual procedure and nothing else is 
predetermined by Him, His eternal purpose 
respecting those events which, when they take 
place, are only permitted by Him, must be re- 



Balmer on 
the Divine 
Decrees, 
in Brown's 
Theologi- 
cal Tracts, 
iii. 21 j. 

Balmer, ut 
rupra. 

garded as a parpose to permit them, and nothing 
more. 

To this view of the matter some writers have 
objected, that " a permissive decree is not, strictly 
speaking, a decree at all ; inasmuch as it does not 
ordain the event which is to take place, but some- 
thing quite distinct from that event-namely, the 
conduct which an agent foreseeing it determines 
to pursue. In other words, what is called a per- 
missive decree consists not in a resolution to pro- 
duce the event, but in a resolution not to inter- 
fere in order to prevent i t ;  and consequently it 
is a resolution not to act, but to abstain from 
acting." 

If this objection has any force, it only goes to 
prove-what we are not a t  all concerned to deny 
-that the word " decree," and similar expressions 
suggested by human analogies, cannot with strict 
accuracy be applied to the divine purposes. One 
of the chief objectors, while not approving of the 
phraseology, admits that "the determination to 
permit a sinful action may, i ~ z  a lax and popular 
sense of the term, be called a decree. I t  is a de- 
cree," he adds, " not as implying any complacency 
in the sinful action, or any causal influence in 
producing it, but as implying an act of the divine 
mind willing it, at  least in one sense of the term,- 
in the sense of not purposing to prevent it, when 
God is undoubtedly able to prevent it if He 
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pleased,-willing it, however, not for its own sake, LECT. X. 

but for the sake.of its accompaniments and re- 
sults." This admission is really all that we need 
to contend for. I t  fully expresses what we mean 
by a " permissive decree." And if the thing which 
the phrase means be admitted, it is not worth 
while to dispute about the phrase itself. Indeed 
we do not maintain that the phrase is applicable 
to the thing denoted by it in any ofher than " a 
lax and popular sense." 

I t  is not quite accurate, however, to say, as the 
objectors do, that a mere "permissive decree," or, 
in other words, a mere purpose' to permit or not 
to prevent a sinful action, "is a resoZatio7~ NOT TO 

ACT, bat to ABSTAIN FROM ACTING." For it 
must be remembered that on the part of the 
great God, in whom all His creatures "live, and Acts, xni. 

move, and have their being," a determination to "*' 
permit sinful actions necessarily includes in it a 
purpose to uphold the agent in the $ossessio~z of aU 
those natural faculties, both of body and of mind, 
without which no actions, whether good or evil, 
could be performed by Him? Nor is this all. 
For when the Scriptures declare respecting the 
Almighty, " Surely the wrath of man shall praise PS. kxvi. 

Thee, and the remainder of wrath Thou shalt 1°' 
restrain," we are warranted to  conclude that His 
purpose as regards sinful actions comprchends a 

l Appendix, note H. 

X 
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LECT. X. resolution not only to uphold the agent in the 
possession of his natural powers, but also to  con- 
trol him in their exercise,-to restrain his sinful 
volitions and actions within certain limits, and to  
overrule them, so far as they are permitted, for 
the accomplishment of wise, holy, and beneficent 
ends. 

Having made these remarks with the view of 
guarding the Scriptural doctrine respecting the 
divine purposes from some very common mis- 
conceptions of its true import, we are now pre- 
pared, in a subsequent lecture, to obviate certain ' 

plausible objections which have been urged against 
it, and to show that, though confessedly myste- 
rious, it is not incredible ; or that, though " above 
reason," it cannot be held to  be "against reason." 
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