
L E C T U R E  

THE PURPOSES O F  GOD. THE DOCTRINE VINDICATED. 

" Nay, but, 0 man, who art thou that repliest against God?"- 
Rom. ix. 20. 

IN our last lecture we have endeavoured to state LECP. XI 

the doctrine of Holy Scripture respecting the pur- T h G  

poses of God, and to guard it against some corn- g?':: Of 

mon misconceptions. In doing so we have found, 
i ~ z  the jGstpZace, that the purposes of God have 
respect to no other than those events which are 
brought to pass in His actual procedure ; second&, 
that these events are predetermined by Him in 
the manner and order in which they actually 
occur, and no otherwise,-the means being ap- 
pointed along with the end-the cause along with 
the effect-the several relations and dependences 
of all events as no less essential to the divine plan 
than the events themselves ; third&, that though 
the purposes of God are frequently called " ~ ~ c Y ~ E s ) ) '  

they are so termed merely to denote theirjxedness 
or cgrtaifzty, but not with the view of conveying 
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LECT. XI. any such ideas as " public proclamation," " per- 
- 

emptory injunction," or "compulsory enactment," 
-inasmuch as they are simply to be regarded as 
God's secret designs for the regulatio~z of His own 
procedure, and in no respect as rides prescribed for 
the guidance of others, still less as powers exerted 
for the coercion of others; and fourth&, that with 
reference to such things as are brought to pass by 
free agents, when left to the uncontrolled dictates 
of their own will, and more particularly with re- 
ference to the commission of sins, the purposes of 
God must be held to be onlypermissive. 

If we keep in view these foz~r considerations, 
and take also into account that God is unchange- 

PS. xxxiii. able, insomuch that " His counsel standeth for 
11. ever, and the thoughts of His heart to  all genera- 

tions," we may then state the doctrine of predes- 
tination in the following terms,-that " whatsoever 
God does, He aZzzaj1.s intended to  do ; and whatso- 
ever God perwits, He always intended to permit." 

Objections Such is the doctrine. And if any objection be 
to the doc- 
trine must taken to it on the alleged ground of its being in- 
be either consistent with the divine attributes, the objec- 
general or 
special. tion must either be a general or a special one ; 

that is to say, it must either be directed against 
the supposition of God having a purpose a t  all 
respectilzg anything whatsoeucr which He  does or 
permits--or it must be directed against the sup- 
position of God having a purpose resjectigzg some 
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particzcZar thing, the purposing to  do or to  permit LECT. XI. 

which would be unworthy of Him. 
Now it will hardly be alleged that this doctrine NO general 

is liable to any general objection of the kind re- ''''??:le. 
ferred to. For it cannot, surely, be deemed in- 
consistent with the character of God to do anythi~zg 
intentionally or agreeably t o  a fixed purpose. I t  
might, indeed, with greater reason be held that to 
do anything othrwise would be inconsistent with 
His character. For every reflecting man will 
readily admit that to act at random, without aplan 
or purpase, is a t  variance with all our ideas even of 
human intelligence, and is not to  be for a moment 
ascribed to that adorable Being who is "wonder- Isa. xxviii. 

ful in counsel and excellent in working." 29. 

On the other hand, it seems equally clear that NO special 
objection to no special objection can be taken to the purposes 

of God as regards certain particular things which poses of 
God more 

are contemplated by them, farther than the same thanto His 

objection may be urged against the actual coarse 
cedure. 

of the divine administration whereby these parti- 
cular things are brought to pass. For every par- 
ticular thing that is embraced in the purposes of 
God, emerges a t  its own time and place in His 
actual procedure. And if there be difficulty, or 
mystery, or matter of objection in the purpose of 
God with respect to any particular thing, there 
must be precisely the same difficulty, or mystery, 
or matter of objection in the procedure of God, 



LECT. XI. when that self-same thing is actually done or 
permitted by Him. In other words, it cannot be 
deemed unworthy of God to ivztend that a parti- 
cular course of action shall be adopted by Him, 
if it be not deemed unworthy of Him actzrally to 
adopt that course of action, when the time has 
come for doing so. Now, inasmuch as it is fnlly 
believed by all sound theists and by all faithful 
Christians, that God's actual procedure-though 

I to our mind it be often mysterious-is wise, and 
just, and good, and holy, they needs must ascribe 
the same qualities to His eternal purposes, by 
which that actual procedure, and nothing more, 
nothing less, nothing else, was prearranged and 
predetermined. 

Perhaps it may be thought that this is not alto- 
gether a satisfactory mode of dealing with such 
objections. In  one respect we freely admit that 
it is not, because it does not pretend to offer any 
solution of those incomprehensible mysteries in 
which, with respect to some parts of the divine 
government, the purposes of God and His actual 
doings are alike involved. But in another respect 
it certainly is satisfactory, because it conclusively 
shows that there is $20 pecz~liar or additiotzal dz8- 
czd& attaching itseZf to the furposcs of God, as 
distinguished from the difficulties which, irre- 
spective of these purposes, are attached to His 
actual doings, and which no denial of the doc- 



THE PURPOSES OF GOD. 327 

trine of predestination will enable us either to  LECT. XI. 

evade or to resolvc. 
The  justice of this remark, however, will be 

more apparent, if we briefly consider some of the 
chief objections which have been advanced with 
the view of showing that this doctrine, instead of 
being a mysterious truth, is a gross and perni- 
cious error. 

I. Take, for example, that very common ob- Answer to 
the objec- 

jection, that "predesti?zation makes God to be t& tion that 

author of sin." The grounds of this objection only predestina- 
tion makes 

require to be calmly considered, in the light of God the 

those remarks which we have already made, in author of 
sin. 

order to  show that it has no real application to the 
doctrine against which it has been so frequently 
and so confidently advanced. 

The fact that sin exists and widely prevails is 
undeniable, whether we believe in predestination 
or not. The difficulty, too, of reconciling this 
unquestionable fact with the divine attributes, 
seems, upon either supposition, to be insuperable. 
But that there is no additional or special difficulty 
attaching to  this confessedly mysterious subject 
when viewed in connection with the ~redestinarian 
doctrine, will be evident if you consider what that 
doctritze is. I t  is simply this,-that whatsoever 
comes to pass, either through the efficient agency 
of God or with His permission, uras from eternity 



LECT. XI. 

Acts, xiv. 
16. 
Rom. ix. 
22. 

PS Ixxxi. 
12. 

Jas. i. 13, 
14. 

purposed or intended by Him. From this it 

plainly follows that God is no othrwise connected 
with sin in His purpose than in His actual proce- 
dure. If His actual procedure with reference to 
sin be such as to imply that He  is its author- 
then, but not otherwise, may it be affirmed that 
His being the author of sin is implied in His 
eternal purpose. W e  throw upon the objectors, 
then, the responsibility-if they will undertake it 
-of maintaining that God, in His providence, is 
concerned with sin in the sense not merely of 
alZowil.tg it, but ofprodzccing it ;-because it is per- 
fectly obvious that unless they are prepared to 
maintain this position, they cannot fasten upon our 
doctrine of the divine purposes any such conse- 
quence as that of making God the author of sin. 

I have before shown that God is represented in 
Scripture as merelypernzitting sin, not as actively 
occasioning it,-as when it is written, that " in 
times past H e  sufered all nations to walk in their 
own ways ;" that " H e  endured with much long- 
suffering the vessels of wrath fitted for destruc- 
tion ;" that " He gave up the Israelites to their 
own hearts' lusts, and they walked in their own 
counsels ;" and that "God cannot be tempted 
with evil, neither tempteth H e  any man;  but 
every man is tempted when he is led away of his 
own lust and enticed." I t  is evident from these 
statements that God is not to  be considered as 
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' causing sin, but simply as permitting it. All that I~ECT. XI. 

is said in the Bible about His " long-suffering " un- 
doubtcdly implies that sin is permitted by Him ; 
but it no less plainly implies that sin is highly 
offensive to Him, insomuch that He  shows 
singular patience in the endurance of it. Accord- 
ingly H e  cannot possibly be regarded as exer- 
cising any causal agency in the production of 
that which He abominates, even when H e  bears 
with it. 

Now, if it be so that God's actual procedure 
with reference to sinful actions extends only to 
the permission of them, His purpose with re- 
ference to them cannot extend any farther. For 
what God purposes is neither more nor less than 
what, in its appointed time, He  fulfils by His 
actual procedure. And hence, if He  only allows 
sin in Ris providence, and does not by any effi- 
cient agency occasion it, we necessarily conclude 
that, in His everlasting counsels, His purpose was 
merely a purpose to allow it, and nothing more. 

I t  may perhaps be urged that there is,really 
little difference between the permission of sin and 
theproduction of it, in the case of a Being who is 
unquestionably able to prevent it but does not do 
so. But whatever force there may be thought to 
be in this argument, it has no particular bearing 
on the doctrine under discussion. For, that God 
does not prevent sin, when He is unquestionably 
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LECT. XI. able to do so, is a watter of fact which we cannot 
possibly get rid of, whether we receive or reject 
the doctrine of predestination. The actual per- 
mission of sin under God's providence shows that 
we must be wrong if we suppose that there is any- 
thing in the character of God inconsistent with 
the permission of it. And I need scarcely add, 
that if the permission of sin be not (as the fact 
shows that it is not) inconsistent with the char- 
acter of God, as little can His previous purpose 
to permit it be held to be so. For assuredly any- 
thing which it is not unworthy of God to do, it 
cannot be unworthy of Him previously to intend 
doing. And I am at a loss to see what difficulty 
we could escape from, by denying that God had a 
previous intention to permit sin, when we cannot 
evade the fact: that He actual4 does $errnit sin. 
The truth is, that the grand difficulty connected 
with this whole subject is just that old difficulty 
of the origin of evil which men in all ages have 
vainly attempted to solve. 

The pur- 2. But, again, we are told that if this doctrine of 
poses of 
God do God's everlasting purposes be true, oar fyeedonz as 
not subvert moyal and accozkntabk agents is subverted. 
our free (I.) In  meeting this objection it is unnecessary 
Mere pur- to enter into any metaphysical discussion as to 
poses can- .,, do so wherein free agency may properly be held to con- 
apart from sist. For independently of this question, it seems 
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obvious that the mere$ur$ose of God, considered LECT. XI. 

in itself, and apart from anything actually done the execu- 
tion of towards its execution, cannot in any way interfere them. 

with our liberty of action. We must not allow 
ourselves to be misled in this respect by the word . 

"decree," which is often applied to the divine 
purpose. We naturally attach to that word the 
idea of a perenzptory co~nnzand, or azlthoritative 
edict, to  which we are in a manner compelled to 
yield obedience. In any such sense as this, how- 
ever, the p rpose  of God cannot with propriety 
be called a "decree," but only in the sense of 
being certain and unchangea6k For God's pur- 
pose is not a law prescribed for our obedience; 
still less is it apower enforcing our obedience. It 
is God's secret plan for the regulation of His own 
procedure. Until it is executed, it is confined to 
God alone ; and it must first Aave efect given to 
it in His works of creation or of providence or of 
grace ; that is to say, it must cease to be a mere 
purpose by being carried out and embodied in 
action before any other being can be influenced 
by it. The objection, therefore, with which wc 
are now dealing, has no relevancy as urged against 
the doctrine of predestination. I t  is conceivable 
that God's actual procdure, when He executes 
His purpose, might be of such a kind as to impair 
our freedom of agency; but no such influence 
can, in the nature of things, be attributed to His 
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LECT. X I .  pzt~$ose considered in itself, and apart from spy- - 
thing done to carry it into effect. 

1f;eare (2.) Further, we must keep in remembrance 
free agents, 
itmusthave the exact import of the doctrine against which 
been Cod's this objection is advanced. The doctrine, as we 
purpose 
that have before observed, is substantially this, that 

be whatsoever God does He always intended to do, 
SO. 

and whatsocver He permits He always intended 
to permit" The purpose of God exactly coin- 
cides with what is eventually found to be His 
actual procedure. His purpose has respect to 
thingsjust as they are. I t  does not, therefore, make 
our condition in respect of freedom of will, or in 
respect of anything whatsoever, to be either better 
or worse than we actually find it to be. If-things 
being as they actually are-we possess freedom 
of agency, then most assuredly the purpose of God 
that things should so be will not deprive us of it. 
And if, on the other hand-things being as they 
actually are-we do not possess freedom of agency, 
then the non-existence (if we could suppose it) of 
any divine purpose that things should so be would 
not invest us with a freedom which we do not 
really possess. The question, "Whether we have 
or have not freedom of will," is altogether a ques- 
tion of fact, which must be determined by observa- 
tion or reflection as to how the case actually s t a ~ d s  
with Z ~ S  i72 this reqect. And the purpose of God 
that we should or should not possess this freedom 
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of will, as the case may be, does not appear to be LECT. XI. 

any proper element to be taken into account in 
- 

the decision of such a question. 
(3.) I t  may be said, indeed, that the doctrine The 

of predestination implies that thc volitions and certainty of 
an action 

actions of men, as well as  all other things which doesnot 

come to pass, are absolutely celain prior to their ~ $ ~ ~ ~ -  
occurrence. But this, as we endeavoured to show the doing 

of it. 
in a former lecture, is not necessarily incompatible 
with free agency. I t  may be a mystery which 
we cannot fully comprehend, that a man should 
be free in the doing of a thing if it was previously p. 119-121. 

certain that that thing was to be done by him. 
But though a mystery, it is not a contradiction. 
Certainty and compuLsion are not equivalent to  
one another. Compulsion is doubtless one means 
of bringing it about that an action shall be cer- 
tainly performed; but we know too little of the 
mysterious workings of our own minds, especially 
as regards our processes of volition, to warrant us  
in affirming that it is the on& means. One thing 
is clear in reference to this matter, that if God 
foreknows whatsoever comes to pass, as is fully 
admitted by all sound theists, then the antecedent 
certainty of human actions is undeniable, apart 
from the doctrine of predestination altogether. 
Whatever is foreknown by a Being who is inca- 
pable of error, is just as sure to occur as if it were 
predestinated by Him. And hence, in SO far as 
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I.ECT. XI. the prior certainty of our actions may be thought 
to affect our free agency in the performance of 
them, the divinepresciezceand the divine pup-poses 
are precisely in the same position ; and no objec- 
tion on this ground can be taken to the latter, 
unless we are prepared to sustain it against the 
former. 

Special an- (4.) But, once more, it may be urged that this 
swer to the 
objection 

objection has a special bearing on that particular 
as applied aspect of the doctrine of predestination which 
to the pur- 
pose of relates to the conversion afzd salvation of the elect. 
ezect;on. The purpose of God with reference to the elect is 

not merely permissive, but efective; that is to say, 
it is a purpose on the part of God, by His own e$- 
citnt agency, to secure their everlasting welfare, 
and to produce in them all those Christian 
qualities and dispositions which are necessary or 
conducive to it. And how, it may be asked, is 
such a purpose to be reconciled with their freedom 
of agency? Does it not seem directly to contem- 
plate the setting aside of their free agency alto- 
gether, or at  least the subjection of it to an extra- 
neous power by which it shall be overborne or 
counteracted ? 

Now one thing is very clear, that the objection, 
as thus stated, has no ajjlication except to the elect 
alone. For it is only with reference to t k m  that 
God has any purpose to convince their minds, to 
renew their wills, to convert their hearts, and to 
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produce in them those qualities and dispositions LECT. XI. 

which are necessary to salvation. Keeping this 
in view, we may safely venture to say that the 
objection, as thus put, is not likely to be advanced 
by those elect ones to whom exclusively it is 
applicable. For if God interferes in any way with 
their freedom of will, it is only to the effect of pre- 
venting them from fatally abusing and perverting 
it to  their own destruction. And surely they may 
"forgive Him this wrong ! " Indeed, it is the 2 CO*. xii. 

desire of their hearts that God would so far inter- 13' 

fere with them as to check their wayward fancies, 
and restrain their sinful desires, and guide their 
feet into the ways of life and peace. There are no 
prayers which the people of God are more heartily 
disposed to utter than these : " Create in me a PS. li. 10. 

clean heart, 0 God, and renew a right spirit within 
me;" "Turn Thou me, and I shall be turned ;" Jer. xxxi. 

Draw me, and I will run after Thee ; " " Turn ii 
away mine eyes from beholding vanity, and PS. cxix. 

quicken Thou me in Thy way." And, offering 37' 
such prayers, it cannot be thought that they, a t  
least, will complain of God's purpose to convert 
and sanctify them as any injurious encroachment 
on their free agency. But be this as it may, there 
are no others who can thus complain. I t  cannot 
be alleged in the case of the BOB-elect that the 
divine purpose in any way invades their liberty ; 
for the purpose of God to renew the will and con- 



LECT. XI. vert the heart has reference, as before observed, 
to the elect alone. The free agency of all others 
cannot be in the least impaired by a purpose 
which does not extend to them at all,-a purpose 
which passes them by, and leaves them alone to walk 
in their own ways and follow their own devices. 

Even as regards the elect, we must farther 
observe that the objection bears, not against the 
divine purpose in itself considered, but against 
the execution of the divine purpose in their actual 
conversion and sanctification by the Holy Spirit. 
Now we have already endeavoured to show in a 

supra, former lecture that, however mysterious it may be, 
P. 270-288- it is still the fact, that this work of the Spirit does 

not supersede or overbear our rational and moral 
faculties, but brings them into full and active 
operation in carrying its gracious purposes into 
effect. And we have seen also that the actual 
result of it is, not to subvert our moral freedom, 

John, viii. but, on the contrary, to make us "free indeed,"- 
36. emancipating our souls from the base thraldom of 

those inordinate desires and affections by which 
we were overcome and brought into bondage, and 

Rom, viii. investing us with "the glorious liberty of the 
21.  children of God." 

Reply to 3. Another objection frequently urged against 
the  objec- 
tion that the doctrine of predestination is, that it supersedes 
predestina- the use of means and personal eflorts for the attaia- 
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ment of those thifzgs which God has predete~mined. LECT. X I .  - 
"Whatever God has purposed," say the objectors, ,ion super- 

"shall assuredly come to pass. Nothing that we 
may either do or omit to do can possibly prevent it; means and 

and all means and efforts upon our parts to secure :KS""' 
the accomplishment of it are utterly superfluous. 
With reference to  our salvation in particular, it is 
vain and useless to make any exertions, or to em- 
ploy any means with a view to the attainment of it. 
Whether we are to be saved or whether we are to 
be lost has been settled, long before we were born, 
in the everlasting counsels of God which cannot 
be altered. If we are predestined to salvation, we 
shall certainly be saved, do what we will ; and if 
we are not predestined to salvation, we shall cer- 
tainly be lost, do what we may. We need there- 
fore give ourselves no concern about the matter, 
but quietly await our doom, and leave things to  
take their course." 

The plain and satisfactory answer to this objec- The means 
as well as tion is, that it proceeds on a gross misapprehen- the ,, 

sion of the doctrine against which it is advanced. embraced 
in the pur- 

There is no such doctrine of predestination revealed pose of 

in Scripture as that God has foreordained any 
event iryexpective of t h  means by which it is ta be 
accomplished. His purpose has respect, not to 
isolated occurrences standing in no manner of 
relation to one another, but to the whole concate- 
nation of events which constitute the course of 

Y 
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LECT. XI. divine providence-to all things which come to 
pass precisely in the order and manner in which 
they come to pass, and no otherwise. That is to 
say, God's purpose embraces the means along 
with the end-the cause along with the effect-the 
condition along with the result or issue suspended 
on it-the order, connections, and dependences of 
all events as no less essential to the divine plan than 
the events themselves. With reference specially 
to the salvation of the elect, the purpose of God 
is, not only that they shall be saved, but that they 
shall believe, repent, and persevere in faith and 
holiness in order to salvation. The case, there- 
fore, that is put by the objectors, is an impossible 
one. When they say, 'l If we are elected we shall 
certainly be saved, do what we will ; and if we 
are not elected, we shall certainly be lost, do what 
we may,"-they are making a supposition which 
the nature of the case does not admit of. For no 
man can be of the number of the elect if he utterly 
neglects the appointed means of salvation; and 
no man can be of the number of the non-elect if 
he truly repents and unfeignedly believes the 
Gospel, and does whatever else the Word of God 
requires of him as necessary to the ultimate enjoy- 
ment of eternal life. The salvation of a sinner 
is actual4 brought to pass, according to the plainest 
declarations of Holy Scripture, in the way of faith 
and r@entance, and no otherwise; and hence it 
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must needs be i ~ z  this way, and 720 otkmise, that LECT. XI. 

the salvation of a sinner has in any case been pre- 
determined. For the purposes of God have always 
reference to nothing more, nothing less, and 
nothing else than that which, in its appointed 
time, is actually accomplished. 

This answer to the objcction may be illustrated ~llustration 

by a striking incident in the narrative of the voyage from Paul's 
shipwreck. 

and shipwreck of S t  Paul. I n  the midst of a 
fearful tempest that apostle had been assured by 
the angel of the Lord that "there should be no A C ~ S ,  xrvil. 

loss of any man's life, but only of the ship ; " and 20'44. 
he had, in consequence, exhorted his companions 
to "be of good cheer ; " declaring to them his full 
reliance on the divine promise made to him, that 
all of them should be saved. What, then, is his 
conduct when, on the following day, he finds that 
the seamen are meditating to quit the vessel, and 
to leave the soldiers and prisoners to their fate? 
Does he argue that there can be no need of the 
sailors to navigate the ship towards the land, inas- 
much as God had guaranteed the safety of every 
individual on board of it ? Far from it. He did 
not regard the promise of deliverance as super- 
seding the use of the obvious means for it- > accom- 
plishment. He  knew that such nautical processes 
as the sailors alone were capable of effectively 
executing were indispensable to secure the general 
safety. Accordingly, so soon as he saw them pre- 
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LEcT. XI. paring to leave the vessel, he interposed to frus- 
trate their design by saying to the centurion and 
the soldiers, " Except these abide in the ship, ye 
cannot be saved." In compliance with this warn- 
ing the sailors were prevented from making their 
escape ; and being obliged to remain on board, 
they exerted themselves to  the uttermost,-cast- 
ing out the cargo, hoisting up the sails, steering 
the vessel towards the shore, and running her into 
a creek. And thus it came to pass, through their 
instrumentality, that the assurance given to Paul 
by the angel of the Lord was fully verified. For 
while, as had been intimated, the ship was de- 
stroyed, the whole of the crew and passengers 
reached the land in safety. 

Here, then, we have a striking illustration of 
the principle for which we are contending, that 
the certainty of any result which God may have 
ordained, does not supersede the use of means 
for its accomplishment. Nay, we may venture to  
say that the case of Paul and his fellow-voyagers 
was apparent& a much stronger one for dispensing 
with the use of means than that of professed 
Christians to whom the calls of the Gospel are 
ordinarily addressed. It  was so in two ways. 
In the first place, the apostle not only knew with 
reference to himself and his companions, as all of 
us know with reference to our spiritual interests, 
that there was a divine purpose by which it was 
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determined either that they should be saved or t/zat LCCT. XI. - 
they should be lost. He knew also, what zere have 
no means of knowing with reference to the destiny 
of our souls, which of these alterfzatives was cer- 
tain& awaiting them. He had been assured by 
the angel of the Lord that the whole 276 persons 
in the vessel should be preserved alive. And yet 
he thought it necessary to warn them that, if cer- 
tain measures were not taken, their preservation 
would be hopeless. IPZ the second place, when 
Paul was told of the approaching deliverance, 
there was no intimation given to him of any parti- 
cular means by which that deliverance was to be 
brought about. H e  was merely left to conclude, 
from his general knowledge of the dispensations 
of God, that such means must be used to attain the 
promised result as to every reasonable man might 
seem fitted to secure it. But with professed 
Christians, as regards their future destiny, the 
case is widely different. They are expressly told, 
that the salvation of such as shall be eventually 
saved is to be accomplished in a dejfzite and specz3c 
manfzer; that "God hath chosen" all such persons Eph. i. 4 .  

"in Christ before the foundation of the world, that 
they should be h& and without blclme before Hirn 
in love; " that " God hath from the beginning z Thess. 11. 

chosen them to salvation throzgh sa~zctifiatio~z of 13' 

the Spirit and belief of the trzith;" and that they 
are " elect according to the foreknowledge of God I Pet. I. 2. 
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~.ECT.  XI. the Father, through satzctz~cation of the Spirit, 
unto obedience and sprinkling of the blood of 
Jesus Christ." And thus it is quite impossible 
for them to avoid seeing that, in the case of all 
such as shall be eventually saved, the necessary 
means of their salvation are included in the divine 
purpose by which their salvation is appointed. 

On both of these grounds, therefore, we are 
warranted to affirm that the case of St Paul and 
his fellow-voyagers was a much more plausible 
case for dispensing with the use of means than 
that of professed Christians to whom the Gospel 
is ordinarily addressed. And hence if S t  Paul, 
notwithstanding the sure and unqualified an- 
nouncement he had received of the coming de- 
liverance, could yet say to the centurion and the 
soldiers, " Except these abide in the ship, ye can- 
not be saved," much more may we say to all 
professed Christians, notwithstanding what the 

Luke, xiii. Bible tells them of the purposes of God, " Except 
3. ye repent, ye shall all perish ;" "Except a man 

be born again, he cannot see the kingdomof God ; " 
John, i. 3, " He that believeth on the Son hath everlasting 
36. life ; and he that believeth not the Son shall not 

see life, but the wrath of God abideth on him;" 
bfatt. V. m. and " Except your righteousness shall exceed 

the righteousness of the Scribes and Pharisees, 
ye shall in no case enter into the kingdom of 
heaven." 
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4. Another common objection that has been LBCT. XI. 

urged against the Scriptural doctrine respecting *,,,to 
the objec- the purposes of God, in their bearing on the . 
t~on that 

spiritual state and future destiny of His rational the ~ O C -  

creatures, is, that it represents Him, in His dealings trine as- 
cribes to 

with them, as actuatgdby an unfair and unr&hteous God an 
unfair par- 

partiality. " For where," we are asked, " is the tiality. 

equity or justice of selecting some persons, in pre- 
ference to others, to be  the exclusive partakers of 
His love and grace, without the least regard to 
anything in the persons themselves which might 
render them more fit or more worthy to  be thus 
distinguished ? In  what other light can we regard 
it than in that of unfair and unrighteous partiality, 
that certain members of Adam's sinful race, who 
have no better claim to the divine favour than 
their fellow-sinners, should be chosen to receive 
all the benefits of Christ's redemption, while others 
are passed by, and suffered to continue in the 
guilt and misery and condemnation of their fallen 
state ? " 

(I.) One thing is very clear with reference to 
this objection-namely, that the charge of injgstice 
advanced in it against the divine purpose of elec- 
tion is indefensible. God is not bound in justice 
to confer the blessings of redemption upon any of 
His sinful creatures, and therefore H e  cannot be 
held as bound in justice to confer them upon aZL 
Suppose God had "passed by" the whole of our 
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LECT. XI. fallen race, as H e  did in the case of the angels 
who kept not their first condition, and had pur- 
posed to do nothing whatever for their deliverance 
from the evil consequences of their transgressions, 
there would not have been the slightest ground 
for imputing a want of equity or rectitude to His 
procedure. Are we to be told, then, that what 
would have been an act of strict justice, if done 
to all mankind, becomes an act of injustice if 
done to some, because others through undeserved 
mercy are exempted from i t ?  Does unmerited 
grace, shown to one of God's creatures, trans- 
form justice, done to another, into iniquity and 
oppression ? And must God resolve in His ever- 
lasting counsels, either that a l l  shall 8e saved, 
or that none shall be saved, from those evil con- 
sequences which all have alike incurred? No, 
surely. W e  cannot venture to affirm that, 
whereas all have sinned, either ad2 or vzotze must 
obtain mercy. 

It must, however, be admitted that the divine 
procedure is, in regard to this matter, a great 
mystery. God has wise and good reasons, we 
may well believe, for that discrimination which 
H e  makes between those whom H e  purposes to 
convert and save, and other men. But these 
reasons H e  has not thought fit to unfold to us; 
and we have assuredly no means of ascertaining 
them. We must be content here to acknowledge 
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with the apostle that "His judgments are un- LECT. XI. 

searchable, and His ways past finding out ; " and Rorn. xi. 

to say with our blessed Lord, " Even so, Father ; :H,,. xi, 

for so it hath seemed good in Thy sight." 26. 

(2.) Still there are not wanting various analogies 
in the actual administration of divine providence 
which may in,some measure tend to reconcile our 
minds to  the humble and faithful reception of 
this mystery. The gifts of health, of wealth, of 
education, of intellectua1 endowment, of social and 
domestic happiness, are apportioned to different 
men in the same unequal measures, and with just 
as  little reference to any personal claims in those 
who possess them, as the spiritual and heavenly , 

blessings of the Gospel. A very large proportion 
of the human race, too, are sitting in gross dark- 
ness and in the shadow of death; while others 
have the glorious light of the Sun of Righteous- 
ness shining on them, and multiplied opportunities 
afforded them of being brought to  a right appre- 
hension and to a saving reception of divine truth. 
Nay, even in Christian countries there are multi- 
tudes born and nurtured in such circumstances as 
give them no likelihood-scarcely, indeed, a pos- 
sibility-of acquiring the knowledge of religion or 
of practising its essential duties, but who from 
their very childhood are trained up in the grossest 
errors and habituated to the most flagitious vices; 
while others have had from their earliest years 



LECT. XI. the inestimable advantage of careful parental dis- - 
cipline, and have been surrounded on every side 
by such influences as were most favourable to the 
development and cultivation of true godliness. 
Here, then, we have inequalities observable in 
the actual dealings of God with His intelligent 
creatures, which very materially affect, not only 
their temporal interests, but also their eternal 
welfare, and in the face of which it cannot be 
maintained that there is anything inconsistent 
with the ordinary administration of His providence 
in that unequal distribution of spiritual blessings 
which is implied in His purpose of electing 
grace. 

(3.) But in truth it is not necessaryto seek after 
analogous cases in order to repel the objection 
under review. I t  is quite sufficient for this pur- 
pose if, confining ourselves to the case which is 
actually before us, we are able to show that no 
other orgreater partiality is involved in it when the 
doctrine of predestination is maintained, than 
there would be if that doctrine were ignored or 
controverted. 

Now it is a fact which will not be gainsaid by 
any of those with whom we are concerned to 
argue, that a part only, and not the whole of man- 
kind, are converted and saved. The question 
then comes to be, with reference to those who are 
converted and saved as distinguished from the 
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rest of men, Who or what is it  t h t  makes them to LECT. X I .  

dzfer from ofze arzothey? I s  it God who does so, 
or is it altogether themselves ? We do not need 
to  ask, Is it God alone who is the entire and ex- 
clusive agent in the matter? But is it God who, 
in any influential degree, contributes to the differ- 
ence between the two classes of persons ? Does 
God do anything more for t h  qiyitual wevare of 
those who are converted and saved, than He does 
for the spiritual wevare of other siuners? Can 
true Christians adopt, in any fuller sense than 
merely nominal Christians can, the language of 
the apostle when he says, "By the grace of God I Cor. X". 

I am what I am" ? And have the saints in IO. 
heaven reason to acknowledge that they are to 
any further extent indebted to the divine good- 
ness than those lost souls who are excluded from 
that blesscd abode? If any are prepared to 
answer these questions in the affirmative,-it is 
vain for them to object to the $artiaIi& i?z the 
dedings of God with men which seems to be in- 
volved in the doctrine of election, inasmuch as 
that doctrine attributes no other or greater ap- 
pearance of partiality to the purposes of God, 
than they themselves attribute to His eventual 
procedure. But if, on the other hand, any are 
disposed to answer these questions in the nega- 
tive, then it is not merely with the doctrine of 
election that they come into conflict, but at the 
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LECT. XI. same time with that most precious doctrine of 
salvatioa by the free and ufzfnerited grace of God, 
which is one of the fundamental principles of the 
Christian faith. For it seems plain that if any 
sound objection can be taken, on the ground of 
partiality, to God's everlasting purpose with re- 
spect to the conversion and salvation of His 
people, a like objection may be taken, on the 
same ground, to that actual exercise of His sove- 
reign grace by which in due time His purpose is 
accomplished. 

Ansvcr to 5. Another objection to God's purpose of elect- 
the objec- 
tion that ing grace has been drawn from His btvitntio;rzs and 
the doc- re~~zo~zst~azces, which, as being addressed indiscrim- 
trine im- 
peaches the inate& to all sinjzers, are alleged to be inconsistent 
sincerity of with 3% purpose to confer on& on sofne sinfzers the 
God's in- 
Yitations spiritual blessi~zgs of the Gospel. "For how," it is 

asked, " can the Almighty be sincere in issuing 
strances. 

such invitations and remonstrances, if it bc His 
fixed design that only certain chosen ones shall 
be led by His efficacious grace to  comply with 
them ? " 

Here, it must be owned, there is a very serious 
difficulty,-perhaps the greatest in which the 
mysterious subject of our present discussion is 
involved. But yet there are not wanting some 
considerakons by which this difficulty may be 
mitigated, if it may not be entirely removed. 
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(I.) Be it remembered that the same Scripfzwes LECT. X I .  

which invite and ad~zonislz all si?zzners fo embrace The same 

the Gospel, reveal also God's speciaZpu@ose of elect- Scriptures 
which con- 

ing grace. This consideration seems of itself tain the 
invitations sufficient to vindicate the sincerity of God's deal- declarealso 

ings with us in the matter. If the Bible had only thespecial 
electing 

proclaimed to us the unlimited calls and invita- grace. 

tions of the Gospel, and we had eZse~e,here obtained 
a knowledge, which the Bible had withheld, of 
the discriminating purpose of God with respect to 
those on whom the blessings of the Gospel shall 
be eventually conferred, we might then have had 
some reason for alleging that God's dealings with 
us were not of such a kind as, from what we know 
of His adorable perfections, we had cause to ex- 
pect. But, as the case actually stands, there is not 
the least ground for any such allegation. For 
while in His revealed Word He  invites all to 
receive the Gospel, He does not allow them to 
remain under the impression that in His eternal 
purpose its blessings are desti~zed alike for all. 
On the contrary, He  gives them the fullest certi- 
fication that these blessings have been specially 
destined for those who shall be eventually par- 
takers of them. It cannot be said, therefore, that 
His invitations are delusive. We may be a t  a 
loss to explain how the general calls of the Gospel 
and the special destination of its blessings are to 
be harmonised. But the fact that both the one 
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LECT. XI. and the other have been openly announced by 
God in His revealed Word, is sufficient to show 
that, whatever mystery there may be, there is 
nothing (as indeed it were impious to think that 
there could be anything) like insincerity or 
duplicity in His procedure. 

The invita- (2.) Again, the invitations addressed in the 
tions ex- 
press no- Gospel to all sinners express nothing but what is 
thing but fully cotzsistent with the truth of the case. For all 
what is ,,,. that they can be considered as expressing is, that 

certain benefits shall assuredly be obtained by 
any sinner, provided the course prescribed for ob- 
taining tkem be adopted by hinz. The invitations 
convey nothing beyond this. They convey no 
intimation that it is God's purpose so to work 
upon the minds of all sinners as effectually to 
secure their compliance. And hence the absence 
of such a purpose on the part of God cannot be 
held to conflict with His invitations. I t  is indeed 
true that many of those to whom the invitations 
are addressed will not c o m ~ ~  witlt them. But it 
is not the less true that, if they would comply, the 
offered mercies would certainly be obtained. I t  
cannot be said, then, that God is unfaithful in 
holding out to all sinners the offers of redeeming 
grace. For what more is necessary to show that 
His invitations are truthful, reliable, and worthy 
of all acceptation, than the undisputed fact that 



THE PURPOSES OF GOD. 35 1 

whensoever they are complied with, the blessings LECT. XI. 

proposed in them are unfailingly bestowed ? 

(3.) I t  may be alleged, however, that the invita- The invita- 

tions of the Gospel, besides being expressive of tions indi- 
cate God's 

the undisputed fact that whosoever complies with desire; but 
His desire them shall obtain the offered blessings, are also isnot 

indicative of A DESIRE on thepart of God that all necessarily 
indicative 

si~zners to w h m  t h y  are held oat should coqbCy o f ~ i s  

with them; and how, it may be asked, can such purpose. 
a desire be sincere, if it be the purpose of God to 
c o n f ~  on& on some sinners that grace by which 
their compliance will be secured ? 

Now, without pretending that we are abIe to 
give a satisfactory answer to this question, we are 
not prepared to admit, what the question evidently 
assumes, that God can have no sincere desire with 
reference to the conduct of all His creatures, if it 
be His purpose to secure on the part of some, and 
not on the part of all of them, the fulfilment of 
this desire. For how does the case stand in this 
respect with His commandments ? These, no less 
than His invitations, are addressed to all. Both 
are alike to be considered as indications of what 
H e  desires and requires to be done by all. Nor 
are there wanting, with reference to His com- 
mandments, testimonies quite as significant as 
any which are to be found with reference to His 
invitations, of the earnestness and intensity of 
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LECT. XI. His desire that the course which they prescribe 
should be adopted by all who hear them. 
Take, for example, these tender expostulations : 

Deut.v.29. " 0  that there were such a heart in them, that 
they would fear me, and keep all my command- 
ments always, that it might be well with them, 

PS. ~xxxi. and with their children for ever ! 0 that my 
13. people had hearkened unto me, and Israel had 
Isa. xlviii. walked in my ways !" " 0 that thou hadst 
18. hearkened to my commandments; then had thy 

peace been as a river, and thy righteousness as 
the waves of the ska ! 

But while the commandments of God are thus 
indicative of what God desires, approves of, and 
delights in, as congenial to the goodness and holi- 
ness of His moral nature, they are certainly not 
declarative, a t  the same time, of what H e  has 
fixedly purposed or determined in His govertzment 
of the aniverse to carry into efect. For if they 
were so, it is certain that they would be unfail- 
ingly and universally obeyed by all His creatures ; 
whereas they are frequently violated, without any 
interference on His part to secure their observ- 
ance. Doubtlcss it is an  inscrutable mystery 
that things should thus be done under the govern- 
ment of the Almighty which are in the highest 
degree displeasing and offensive to Him. I t  is 
just the old mystery of the existence of moral 
evil, which no one has ever been able to explain. 
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But the fact that such things do occur is un- LECT. XI. - 
deniable. And therefore it must be His will and 
purpose to permit them. He does not prevent 
them, though undoubtedly able to do so. Nay, He 
upholds in the possession of all their faculties, 
whether of body or of mind, these sinful creatures 
by whom they are brought to pass. How then 
can we find a way of escape from the admission, 
that it is, upon t h  whole, His purpose that they 
shuld be permitted? And yet we dare not, and 
cannot for a moment, suppose that they are in 
their own nature acceptable aand pleasiltg to Him; 
and consequently that His express and solemn 
precepts, which they contravene, are aught else 
than a true and trustworthy indication of what 
He desires, approves of, and delights in, and 
earnestly requires to be done by all His intelli- 
gent creatures. 

The truth is that, in view of the actual state of 
things in the moral world as governed by divine 
providence, we needs must recognise the distinc- 
tion between what is called, in the technical lan- 
guage of theologians, the votuntas pr@c@ti of the 
Almighty-and, on the other hand, His voludtas 
decreti; or in plain words, between what God 
requires in fulfilment of His righteous claims, or 
desires as agreeable to His holy and beneficent 
nature-and, on the other hand, what He @@oses 
or determines. There are many things daily tak- 

z 
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LECT. XI. ing place around us which cannot be said to be 
contrary to the purFoses of God-otherwise they 
would assuredly be prevented by Him-but which 
are at  the same time opposed to His just claims, 
and displeasing to His holy and benevolent dis- 
positions. This is the case with all the sins which 
His creatures commit. For it cannot be gainsaid 
that these sins are permitted by Him ; and hence 
that it is His purpose to permit them. But as  
little can it be questioned that H e  denounces and 
abominates them, even when, in His unsearchable 
providence, H e  suffers them without let or hin- 
drance to be committed. It may indeed be said, 
that the existence of this distinction (which in 
itself is an insoluble mystery) does not suffice to 
remove the apparent conflict between the un- 
limited invitations of the Word of God and the 
special purpose of electing grace as there re- 
vealed. But it certainly does avail t o  show that 
this apparent conflict presents no other difficulty 
than we are obliged to face when surveying the 
actual course of divine providence, in which, 
under the supreme and all-controlling govern- 
ment of God, many things are permitted to 
take place from day to day, besides the rejec- 
tion of His invitations by the non-elect, which 
must be acknowledged by all sound theists to 
be in the highest degree repugnant and offensive 
to Him. 



THE PURPOSES OF GOD. 355 

(4.) This consideration suggests a farther re- LECT. XI. 

mark, similar to what we have made in reply to The sin- 

other objections-namely, that the sincerity of cerity of 
the invita- 

God. in the invitations and remonstrances of His tions is no 

Word, cannot be affected by His purposes in any otherwise 
affected by 

other way than by His actualprocedure. So long God'spur- 
pose than by as we believe in the divine government of the His actual 

universe, we needs must acknowledge that all proced-. 

events, as thy occur, are actually brought to pass 
in accordance with the will of God. He either 
appoints or permits them, when they occur, 
whether He previously determined to do so or 
not. This applies to all things whatsoever that 
come to pass, not excepting the circumstances 
and actions of human beings. Everything that 
befalls them, and everything that is done by them, 
takes place under God's providential government, 
and could not take place but by His appointment 
or permission. 

Farther, if we believe that salvation is of grace, 
and that God does anything more for the promo- 
tion of it in those who are saved than in those 
who are not saved-then must we acknowledge 
that H e  does not deal alike with all men in the 
matter of their spiritual interests; but that, 
whether or not there be any difference in His 
everlasting counsels with respect to them, there 
is undeniably a very material difference in the 
actual administration of His providence and grace. 



LECT. XI. Keeping these things in view, it must be ob- - 
vious that no objection to the sincerity of God's 
invitations and remonstrances, as addressed to all 
sinners, can be founded on His dismmminating 
purpooes, which may not with equal justice be 
founded on His discriminating puocedure respect- 
ing the conversion of some sinners and not of 
others. For His purposes are an exact counter- 
part of His procedure. I n  the former, according 
to the doctrine of predestination, H e  resolves to 
do or to permit the very same things which, in 
the latter, are actually done or permitted by Him. 
And unless the actual doifzg or permitting of t h  
can be justly charged with impeaching the sincerity 
of His invitations and remonstrances as addressed 
to all sinners, it is very clear that His previous 
purpose to do or to permit the sey-same things must 
be exempted from any such charge. 

The invita- (5 .) Finally, however unable we may be to re- 
tions and 
the special concile the calls and invitations addressed to all 
purposes sinners with God's purpose of electing grace, we 
may be re- 
concilable may be assured that to the y e  of God t h y  are re- 
fo ae ve concilable like many other things in His unsearch- 
of God, al- 
though we able works and ways which seem to our limited 
may be minds to be equally mysterious. For our part, 
able to re- 
concile we find ourselves necessitated to believe both t h  
them. one axd the other (although we cannot discern on 

what principle they are to be harmonised) on the 
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clear Scriptural grounds that may severally be LECT. XI. 

assigned for them. We do well to be exceedingly 
diffident in our judgments respecting matters s a  
unsearchable as the secret purposes of God. 
Whatever the Scriptures may have express& af- 
firmed regarding the fact that God km such pur- 
poses, we are bound in a humble and teachable 
spirit to believe. But when we proceed to draw 
inferences from such affirmations, to the effect of 
weakening our confidence in other statements 
--emanating from the same source and equally 
explicit-with reference to things that are more 
level to our comprehension, we are certainly going 
beyond our proper province. And therefore, con- 
vinced though we be, on the authority of Scripture, 
that it is God's purpose to bring an elect people to  
a willing and hearty reception of the great salva- 
tion, we cannot, and never will, thence deduce any 
conclusions tending to obscure the brightness of 
that manifestation which God has made of His 
love to a sinful world in the mediatorial work and 
sufferings of His beloved Son, or to cast a shadow 
of doubt on the earnestness of His desire, as in- 
dicated in the calls and offers of the Gospel, that 
all sinners should come to the Saviour that they 
may have life. 

6. The only other objection to which we shall Answer to 
the objec- 

now advert is, that the doctrine of Scripture tionthat 
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LECT. XI. 

the doc- 
trine is de- 
pressing 
and dis- 

respecting the purposes of God, and specially 
respecting His purpose of election, is grievously 
depressing and discouraging in its te~dency, fitted 
to distract sinners with the most alarming fears, 

couraging. and to cast them into the lowest depths of dejec- 
tion and despondency. 

Now, that a professed belief in this doctrine has 
often been attended with such effects, is undeni- 
able. But that the doctrine, when rightly appre- 
hended, is calculated to produce such effects, we 
cannot admit. To  hear the way in which some 
persons speak of it, one might naturally suppose 
that God's electing grace was meant to prevent or 
obstruct the salvation of sinners-whereas the real 
design of it, on the contrary, is to r d e r  the salva- 
tion of some sinners seczcre and certain; and no 
sinner, be he who or what he may, is warranted 
to assume that he is not among the number. 
Even as regards the non-elect, the purpose of God 
exerts no influence prejudicial to  their spiritual 
welfare. For as regards thm, it is a mere pur- 
pose to pass them by, and to leave them as entirely 
to  themselves as all men would have been left if 
there had been no purpose of electing grace at all.1 
Besides, as we have already observed, no sinner is 
entitled to assume that he is not elected. For 
though in Scripture we have many tokens of elec- 
tion, in the practical fruits of true godliness which 

1 Appendix, note I. 
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are there described, we have no clear and sure LECT. XI. 

tokens given. us of non-election. The greatest 
sinners and the oldest sinners are not warranted 
to suppose that God has purposed to pass them 
by. Many a man who has gone the farthest and 
persevered the longest in a life of sin, has, after all, 
been converted and reclaimed. And therefore it 
is unwarrantable in any man, whatever may be 
his present character and condition, to conclude 
that God has no purpose to bring him to a cordial 
and saving reception of the Gospel. Moreover, 
the very distress and anxiety which the thought 
of his not being elected may occasion him, is so 
far from being an unfavourable symptom, that it 
ought rather to be interpreted as "a token for 
good." It shows, a t  least, that he is awakened 
and aroused to somewhat of a serious concern for 
his eternal interests, instead of being in that state 
of callous obduracy which seems to be proof 
against every good and holy impression. 

We hold, then, that the doctrine of election is 
not of a discouraging, but rather of an encouraging 
tendency. I t  was so regarded by the Lord Him- 
self, when He said to S t  Paul, " I have much ~ c t s ,  xviii. 

people in this city," as an inducement to the 1°' 

apostle to continue his labours in Corinth, not- 
withstanding the want of success with which they 
had been attended. It was so regarded by Paul, 
when, in consequence of this announcement, he 



LECT. XI. laboured a year and a half in this city, in the face - 
of many obstacles and discouragements, until by 
the help of God he had founded a great and pros- 
perous Church. And so ought it to be regarded 
by us also. We know not who are and who are 
not elected ; and therefore we are not entitled to 
desist from our efforts to convert any sinner, on 
the supposition of his not being one of the Lord's 
chose; people, however incorrigible in his unbelief 
he may seem to be. 

Neither are we warranted to infer from the 
doctrine of election, as many seem inclined to do, 
that only a small portion of mankind are to be 
saved. That doctrine affords in itself no ground 
for any inference respecting the number of those 
who shall be saved, whether it be great or small. 
Among the yet unconverted Corinthians the Lord 
assured Paul that He had "much people." And 
when the whole company of His elect are gathered 

Rev.vii. g. in, we are told that they shall be " a great multi- 
tude which no man can number." 

Nor, again, have we any reason to conclude 
from this doctrine that God's purpose of grace is 
confined to men of any particular character or 
condition. I t  embraces men of all ages, of all 
nations, of every variety of station and of dis- 
position. Even in the ungodly and profligate 
city of Corinth, the Lord recognised "much 
people" as His own, at  the very time when they 
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were despising and rejecting Him. And so may LECT. XI. 

it be, in other places and in other times, with 
many whose character and history and circum- 
stances afford as little promise of their ultimate 
conversion. On the whole, then, it cannot be said 
that the doctrine under discussion is, when fairly 
and fully considered, of a depressing and dis- 
couraging nature. I t  is, on the contrary, fitted in 
many respects to enliven our hopefulness and to 
quicken our exertion, alike in "working out our 
own salvation," and in seeking to promote the 
salvation of our fellow-men. 

Thus have we endeavoured to show, that the 
doctrine of Holy Scripture respecting the ever- 
lasting purposes of God, although unquestionably 
connected with the deepest mysteries, is not in 
reality liable to those objections with which i t  is 
so commonly and so forcibly assailed. 

In the course of our discussion it has appeared 
that one of the simplest and most effective means 
of vindicating the doctrine from these objections, 
is no other than a due regard to the coincidence 
of the purposes of God with His actual procedwve. 
The purposes of God are just His doings in prior 
intention ; and His doings are just His purposes 
in eventual accomplishment. Whatsoever comes 
to pass-nothing more, nothing less, nothing else- 
is that which God has predetermined. From this 
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LECT. XI. it unavoidably follows, that no charge can be 
justly brought against the divine purposes as  
being either unworthy of God or injurious to man, 
farther than ' the same charge can be brought 
against the divine procedure ; inasmuch as it 
cannot be, on any ground, objectionable that God 
should intend the doing of a thing, if it be not, on 
the same ground, equally objectionable that He 
should actual& do that thing, when the time has 
come for doing it. 

Proper Thi consideration naturally suggests to us, 
place of the 

of that it would perhaps be better if the doctrine of 
God in a the divine purposes, instead of being placed, as 
system of 
divinity. it usually is, at the beginning, were reserved until 

the end, of our systems of divinity. The latter 
is the arrangement which Calvin adopts, although 
almost all his followers have departed from it. 
For in Calvin's 'Institutes ' the subject of pre- 
destination is not introduced until he has pre- 
viously given a full account of the actual schemes 
of providence and redemption. When viewed, 
indeed, from the stand-joint of the omniscient 

~ c t s ,  xv. God, to whom "all His works were known from 
18. the beginning," it is certainly more agreeable, at  

once to the order of time and to the order of 
nature, that the purpose should be considered 
before the execution of it. But, when viewed 
from the stand-point of man-the only point of 
view from which we can regard it- it seems 
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rather to be the more natural and proper method LECT. XI. 

to  survey first of all the actual dispensations of 
God, in His works of creation and providence 
and grace, and thence to rise up to the contem- 
plation of His eternal purpose, in which these 
were from the beginning planned and predeter- 
mined by Him. 

One thing is clear, a t  least, that whichever of ~tsproper 

these two methods may be deemed the more fK;e5al 
suitable in systems of divinity, the latter method addresses. 

ought to be preferred in all ministerial expositions 
and addresses. The doctrine of election is not 
to be regarded as what an apostle calls the 
" milk that babes have need of," but as the " strong ~ e b .  V. 

meat that belongs to them who are of full age." ''-I4' 

I t  ought not, therefore, to be pre$xed to the 
Gospel, or placed in the fore-front of the calls and 
invitations which are therein addressed without 
restriction to all sinners. When so placed, it is 
apt to perplex and disquiet humble souls, who are 
not as  yet able clearly to see their way amidst 
the doubts and difficulties which it may suggest 
to them. I t  ought rather to be brought in a t  an 
after stage, when i t  may be reasonably presumed 
that the calls and offers of the Gospel have been 
accepted, with the view of confirming the faith, 
enlivening the hope, and increasing the conso- 
lation of believers, and of showing them that it 
is God alone who makes them to differ from other 
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LECT. XI. men, and that, for all they have or hope for, they 
are wholly indebted to His sovereign and un- 
merited grace. 

The place The practice of the apostles, in this respect, is 
which the 
apostles highly instructive. In the book of Acts we have 
a s s i ~ e d  various specimens of the discourses which they 
to it. 

preached to the world at  large, or to any promis- 
cuous audience whom they were called to address ; 
while in the Epistles we have specimens of their 
addresses to the Church-the ixxhquia-that is to 
say, to those who might be presumed to be, and 
whom in the judgment of charity they were bound 
to regard as, separated from the world and num- 
bered with the people of God. Now it is a not- 
able fact, that in the former class of addresses the 
doctrine of election is never once mentioned, 
whereas in the latter it is scarcely ever omitted. 
When going forth as ambassadors for Christ, 
praying men in Christ's stead to be reconciled to 
God, the apostles made no reference to the secret 
designs of God in behalf of His chosen people, 
but confined themselves to a simple, free, and 
indiscriminate proclamation of His revealed will, 
-announcing to all alike the glad tidings of a 
Saviour who is able and ready to save the chief 
of sinners to the uttermost, and inviting all alike, 
without distinction and without exception, to 
come to this Saviour and avail themselves of His 
offered mercies. But then, when through the 
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preaching of this free Gospel, accompanied with LECT. XI. 

the power and demonstration of the Holy Spirit, 
men had been induced to separate themselves 
from the common mass, and in the face of ob- 
loquy and persecution, which tested in the severest 
manner the steadfastness of their faith, were led to 
join themselves to the fellowship of the Christian 
Church, the apostles-charitably presuming that 
such persons really were, what with every appear- 
ance of sincerity they professed to be-sought at  
once to deepen their humility, to excite their 
gratitude, and to confirm their faith, by assuring 
them that all their spiritual privileges must ulti- 
mately be traced to the electing love of God, and 
that, while diligently using all appointed means, 
they might confidently look for a continuance of 
His saving grace to that unchangeable Being 
whose "gifts and calling are without repentance." Rom. xi. 

Such having been the practice of the apostles 
in dealing with this great mystery of election, we 
cannot do better than faithfully conform to it. 
We may rest assured that, with reference to this, 
as to every other doctrine of Holy Scripture, these 
inspired men have " rightly divided the word of 2 Tim. ii. 

truth," And it becomes us to give to this subject Is. 
no other place and no farther prominence than in 
their teaching has been assigned to it. Least of 
all ought we to put it in the foreground when 
addressing to men at large the first overtures of 
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LECT. XI. the Gospel, but rather to  keep it, as far as pos- - 
sible, to an after stage, and to press it more par- 
ticularly on the notice of confirmed believers, who 
are alone in a fit state of mind to appreciate its 
comforts and to apply it to its proper uses. 

Thirty- It is justly observed in the Articles of the 
Nine 
Articles, Church of England, that "AS the godly consider- 
art. 17. ation of predestination and of our election in 

Christ is full of sweet, pleasant, and unspeakable 
comfort to godly persons, and to such as feel in 
themselves the working of the Spirit of Christ, 
mortifying the works of the flesh and their earthly 
members; and drawing up their mind to high and 
heavenly things,-as well because it doth greatly 
establish and confirm their faith of eternal salva- 
tion tc~  be enjoyed through Christ, as because it 
doth fervently kindle their love towards God : 
so, for curious and carnal persons, lacking the 
Spirit of Christ, to have continually before their 
eyes the sentence of God's predestination, is a 
most dangerous downfall, whereby the devil doth 
thrust them either into desperation or into reck- 
lessness of most unclean living, no less perilous 
than desperation. Furthermore, we must receive 
God's promises in such wise as  they be generally 
set forth to us in Holy Scripture; and in our 
doings, that will of God is to be followed which 
we have expressly declared unto us in the Word 
of God." In  full accordance with this Article of 
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the Church of England is the wise and judicious I,ECT. XI. 

statement of our own Confession of Faith, that 
" The doctrine of this high mystery of predestina- west- 
tion is to be handled with special prudence and minster 

Confession, 
care, that men, attending to the will of God chap. iii. 

revealed in His Word, and yielding obedience 58'  

thereunto, may, from the certainty of their effec- 
tual vocation, be assured of their eternal electioh. 
So  shall this doctrine afford matter of praise, 
reverence, and admiration of God, and of humility, 
diligence, and abundant consolation, to a 1  that 
sincerely obey the Gospel!' 
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