
L E C T U R E  

REVEALED DOCTRINES WHICH HAVE MYSTERY CONNECTED 

WITH THEM I N  RESPECT O F  THE LIMITED EXTENT O F  

THEIR DISCLOSURES. 

"The secret things belong unto the Lord our God; but the things 
which are revealed belong unto us, and unto our children for ever, 
that we may do all the words of this law."-Deut. xxix. 29. 

"For we know in part."-I Cor. xiii. g. 

LECT. III. SOLOMON tells us in one of his wise proverbs, 
Pro". xxv. that " it is the glory of God to conceal a thing ; " 
2. and on the occasion of dedicating the ~ernple ,  

he begins his address to the people with these 
I Kings, remarkable words, " Jehovah said that He  would 
viii. 12. dwell in the thick darkness." The Psalmist in 

like manner declares concerning the Lord, that 
PS. xcvii. 2. " clouds and darkness are round about Him; " and 
PS. xviii. 11. that " H e  maketh darkness His secret place, and 

His pavilion dark waters and thick clouds of the 
skies." While the prophet Isaiah exclaims in 

Isa. 15. adoring rapture, " Verily Thou art a God that 
hidest Thyself, 0 God of Israel, the Saviour! " 

These may seem at  first sight to be strange 
statements. Some persons may think that "it is 
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the g,ory of ~ o d  " t o  reveal a thing rather than to LECT. 111. 

6' concealw it ; that instead of " dwelling in thick 
darkness," H e  might more fitly be represented as 
dwelling in the purest light ; and that so far from 
being "a God who hideth Himself," H e  ought 
t o  be considered as a God who mnnzifests Him- 
self,-and notably so in His character as "the 
Saviour." 

There is nothing unreasonable, however, in the HOW  GO^ 

statements I have referred to, startling though may be said 
to ' hide' 

they may a t  first appear t o  be. For though the while re- 
vealing Almighty is certainly spoken of in divers passages Himself, 

of Holy Scripture as "dwelling in light," yet 
inasmuch a s  that light in which he dwells is said 
to be such a s  "no man can approach unto," and I Tim. vi. 

such as "no man hath seen or can see," H e  may 16. 
still, with respect to us, be truly described as 
" dwelling in darkness." The divine nature, too, 
being necessarily incomprehensible by the minds 
of finite creatures like ourselves, there can be no 
true revelation made of it which shall not give us 
a fuller and more vivid impression of its incom- 
prehensibleness as  well as  of its other attributes. 
In  this respect there needs must be a hiding of 

God in the very process of rmealz~zg Him. For 
the more we are taught to know of Him, so much 
the more must we be brought to the persuasion 
that H e  " passeth knowledge." 

I t  is no strange thing that unquestionable truth 
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 LE^. 111. should be combined with unfathomable mystery ; - 
Increaseof I should say, on the contrary, that nothing is 

more familiar. The progress of the human mind 
does not 
remove in all its investigations has been a continued but 
mysteries. never-ending ascent from one class of truths to 

others which explain them, but which in their turn 
require an explanation. In this advancing march 
of intellect, we are never able to say that mystery 
is removed ; it is only shifted step by step on- 
wards. Our sense of remaining ignorance ever 
grows with our increase in knowledge. And in 
proportion as we enlarge our sphere of light, we 
enlarge along with it the circun~scribing sphere of 
darkness. Of this the greatest minds have usually 
had the deepest conviction. Thus, when the 
illustrious Newton, towards the close of life, was 
congratulated on his wonderful discoveries, he 
replied, that "he could only liken himself to a 
child walking along the shores of the ocean of 
truth, and picking up a few pebbles of greater 
value perhaps than others, while the vast ocean 
itself lay unexplored before him." 

We have already remarked that things incom- 
prehensible confront us in every department of 
the natural world-not only in the grander and 
rarer of its phenomena, but in those as well which 
are common and minute. The vitality of a worm 
and the vegetation of a blade of grass suggest 
questions which a very child might propose, but 
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which the wisest man is unable satisfactorily to I.ECT. 111. 

answer. The functions of our own bodies, the 
workings of our own minds, and the mutual action 
of body and mind on one another, involve many 
"secret things," which we may possibly know 
Aeyenftey, but which we are certainly incapable of 
discovering now,-so that there is truth in the 
quaint saying I have somewhere met with, that "a 
man must first die before he can learn how he 
lives." But when we turn our thoughts 'to the 
great God by whom the boundless universe was 
created and is continually governed and upheld, 
and try to form an adequate conception of His 
eternal duration, His underived existence, His 
universal presence, His all-sustaining power, and 
other unsearchable attributes which pertain to 
Him, we find ourselves utterly baffled in the vain 
attempt. For though H e  "has not left Himself A ~ ~ S ,  xiv. 

without witness," but "has made the invisible 
i. 20 

things of His eternal power and Godhead to be 
understood by the things which H e  hath made," 
yet, notwithstanding all we thus know of Him, 
we cannot " find out the Almighty unto perfec- 
tion." We are still left to say in the language of 
His own oracles, " L o  ! these are but parts of job, xxvi. 

His ways ; and how little a portion is heard of 14. 

H i m ?  but the thunder of His power who can 
understand ? " l' Clouds and darkness are round PS. xcvii. 1. 

about Him ; " " how unsearchable are His judg- Rom. xi. 33. 



LECT. 111. ments, and His ways past finding out ; " " verily 
Isa. XIV. 1s. Thou art a God that hidest Thyself, 0 God of 

Israel, the Saviour ! " 
I t  is, then, a most unwarrantable prejudice that 

would take exception to  the doctrines of revealed 
religion, on the ground of there being some things 
connected with them which our limited minds are 
unable to comprehend. That  there should be 
such things connected with revealed doctrines, is 
no more than might be reasonably expected. For, 
not t o  speak of the innumerable mysteries every- 
where to be met with in the works of God, which 
ought to prepare us for like mysteries in His 
Word,-the very nature of God is so profound a 

mystery to us, that we might, one should think, 
without being chargeable with unwarranted scep- 
ticism, have some difficulty in believing that any 
revelation can truly have proceeded from Him, 
if it be not in some respects mysterious like 
Himself. 

Anyrevela- If God is to give to us any revelation, we may 
"On "Orn reasonably suppose that it will in part have refer- 
God may be 
expected to ence to  the attributes or perfections of His own 
treat of His 
mysterious nature. And these being infinite, it may well be 
attributes; deemed impossible for us to form any adequate 

conception of those things which H e  may be 
pleased to show us with respect t o  them. Or 
perhaps it would be more accurate to say that 
the natural limitation of the human mind pre- 
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=ludes the pOS~ibiIity of any such thing as a LECT. 111. 

perfect revelation of the divine character being 

given to us. Thus much seems to be indicated 

by the answer made to the prayer of the favoured 
lawgiver of Israel, " I  beseech Thee, show me EX. xxxiii. 

~h~ glory," when the Lord said, " Thou canst 18' '-"3. 

not see my face ; for there shall no man see me 
and live. Behold, there is a place by me, and 
thou shalt stand upon a rock : and it shall come 
to pass, while my glory passeth by, that I wilI 
put thee in a clift of the rock, and will cover 
thee with my hand while I pass by;  and I will 
take away mine hand, and thou shalt see my  
back parts ; but my face shall not be seen." 

I t  may farther be expected, if a revelation andof the 

should be given, that it will have a very special mysteries of 
our sinful 

regard to the sinfulness and wretchedness of state; 

mankind as creatures who have rebelled against 
God, and will disclose some method of deliver- 
ance from the manifold evils and miseries of our 
fallen condition. But, inasmuch as the existence 
of sin, with all the lamentable consequences that 
flow from it, under the government of a holy and 
omnipotent God, is one of the darkest mysteries 
that could possibly be imagined, we have no 
cause to wonder if similar mysteries should be 
found in any provision which Infinite Wisdom 
may devise to meet a state of things which is in 
itself so unaccountable. 
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LECT. 111. Again, it may be reasonably supposed, that 
any revelation that may be given us will deal in 

mysteriesof some measure with the great secrets of our future 
our future 
existence. destiny. Indeed, if it were not to throw some 

light on this deeply interesting and momentous 
subject, it would not be suited to  our most earn- 
est longings and most urgent wants ; nor in 
such a case could we see any sufficient reason 
why God should interpose to  bestow it on us. 
But here again, we have no cause to be surprised 
if our minds should be incapable of forming any 
distinct and adequate notion of the things that 
are revealed to  us. For aught we know, our 
faculties and organs may be suited only to the 
exigencies of our present condition; and it may 
be just as impracticable to give us a clear and 
full comprehension of the life to come, as it 
would be to convey t o  one who was blind from 
his birth an accurate conception of colours and 
of visible objects. 

Be this as  it may, however, we confidently 
maintain the position which in a previous lecture 
we have sought to establish, that the mysteries of 
revealed truth are in no respect less credible than 
those which are so profusely to be met with in 
God's visible works of creation and of providence. 

c c  When I behold with mine eyes," says the 
Ecclesias- 
tlcal POI- profound and judicious Hooker-" when I behold 
~ t y ,  B. v. 
3 67. with mine eyes some small and scarce discernible 
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grain of seed, whereof nature maketh promise LECT. 111. 
P 

that a tree &all come ; and when afterwards, of 
that tree, any skilful artificer undertaketh to 
frame some exquisite and curious work of man's 
device ; I look for the event in either case, and I 
move no question about performance, either of 
the one or of the other. Shall I simply credit 
nature, then, in things natural ? Shall 1 also, in 
things artificial, rely myself on art, never offering 
to make doubt ? And yet, in that which is above 
both art and nature, shall I refuse to believe the 
Author of both, except He acquaint me with His 
ways, and lay the secret of His skill before me ? 
Where God Himself doth speak those things, 
which either for height and sublimity of matter, 
or else for secrecy of performance, we are not 
able to reach unto,-as we may be ignorant with- 
out danger, so it can be no disgrace to confess 
that we are ignorant. Such as love piety will, as 
much as in them lieth, know all things which 
God commandeth, but especially the duties of ser- 

vice which they owe to- Him. As for His dark 
and hidden works, they prefer, as becometh them 
in such cases, simplicity of faith before that 
knowledge, which too curious& sifting that which 
it should adore, and disputhg too bold& of that 
which the wit of man cannot search, chilIeth for the 
most part al l  war9nth of zeal, and bringeth sound- 
ness of belief many times itzto great hazard." 
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LECT. III. In  two previous lectures our attention was - 
directed to the case of mystery connected with 
revealed doctrines : first&, in respect of the ab- 
sence of internal evidence, by which these doc- 
trines might be verified apart from the authority 
of the revelation which assures us of them ; and 
second&, in respect of the $rofoutzd and transcnz- 
dental nature of their subjects relatively to the 
finite compass of the human mind. 

111. I now go on to consider, in the thiydpdace, 
the case of doctrines which have mystery con- 
nected with them, in respect of the limited extent 
of t h i y  disclsures, as embracing only the reality 
of the things revealed, apart from the reasons, 
grounds, or explanations of them. 

Two requi- 
sites to ail 
knowledge. 

It is very obvious that there are two requisites 
to the acquisition of any kind of knowledge : the 
one being a presentation to the mind of well- 
ascertained truths respecting the thing to  be 
known; and the other, a capacity in the mind 
itself to  receive the truths so presented. It is 
equally obvious that a deficiency in the former 
of these two requisites, no less than in the latter, 
must lead to a corresponding deficiency in our 
knowledge. A man may be just as unable to 
see clearly from want of light, as from any con- 
stitutional defect in his organ of vision. And so 
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may a man's knowledge of any matter be dim LE&. I I I .  

and hazy, quite as  much from his limited means 
of acquaintance with it, as from any mental inca- 

pacity to comprehend it. 
The Zimitatio?~ of our faculties, there- Limited 

means of fore, is not the only circumstance to which the information . 
mysteriousness of certain subjects must be attri- is a source 

of mystery. 
buted. I t  is necessary that we farther take into 
account th Zimited extent of the ilzfor~nation 
which we possess, or are able to obtain, with ref- 
erence to these subjects. You may easily con- 
ceive that things which are but partially known 
may have many most perplexing difficulties con- 
nected with them, which a fuller acquaintance 
with them might effectually remove. A school- 
boy of average abilities a t  the present day has 
the means of acquiring a much clearer insight 
into the principles of science, morality, and re- 
ligion, than many of the wisest of men in ancient 
times were able to reach. A Christian, with the 
light of the New Testament shining ai.ound him, 
is able to comprehend the spiritual import of 
many of the types and ceremonies of the Leviti- 
cal ritual, which were but dimly discerned, if 
discerned a t  all, by the Jewish worshippers. And 
the saints in heaven, amidst the glorious light of 
the upper sanctuary, have doubtless many of 
those mysteries unveiled to them, which we, 

F 



LECT. III.  while we " know in part, and prophesy in part," 
1 cG~, can as yet only "see through a glass darkly." 
9, 12. I had occasion to observe, a t  the outset of our 
It is not a 
'revealed present discussion, that when we speak of " a  

mysterious doctrine," or of " a  revealed mystery," 
that is mys- 
terious, but we are using phrases which, however convenient 
the sudjecl f rom their brevity, are not strictly correct, and 
of it so far 
as unre- are apt to  be misleading. A "doctrine," or 
vealed. 

' I  thing taught," cannot properly be called " mys- 
terious." The mystery belongs, not to the doc- 
trine, but to the subject of it, and to something in 
that subject which lies outside of the doctrine, and 
respecting which no doctrine o r  teaching has been 

supYn, imparted to  us. In like manner a "revealed 
P. 6$ 7. mystery" is a somewhat incongruous expression; 

inasmuch as a thing cannot properly be said to 
be " mysterious" in so far  as it is " rmealed." 
The revelation, so far as it extends, removes the 
mystery in which the subject of it was before en- 
veloped. And any remaining mystery must per- 
tain to points which are not included in the reve- 
lation-points in regard to which no knowledge 
has been communicated to us, and consequently 
no faith is required of us, farther than that recog- 
nition of their mysteriousness, which ought to 
restrain us from seeking too boldly or too curi- 
ously to pry into their hidden depths. 

These remarks are strictly applicable to what 
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are called the "mysterious doctrines," LECT. III. 

or revealed mysteries " of Christianity. 

Take, for example, the doctrine of the Trinity. The Trim 

This doctrine consists of the disclosure of a great jty. 

truth,-that in the unity of the Godhead there 
are these three, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, the 
same in substance, equal in  power and glory. 
The coexistence of these three in the one God- 
head, thedivine attributes of which they are alike 
possessed, and the offices respectively discharged 
by them in the gracious and wonderful scheme of 
human redemption, have been clearly revealed, 
in order that we may render to the adorable 
Triad that faith, and gratitude, and homage, 
which are supremely due: But as regards the - 

manner of their existence-how they are united, 
and in what respects they are distinct we have 
no information given us in the Holy Scriptures. 
These are matters which it did not so much con- 
cern us to know, and probably matters which 
could not, in the present state of our faculties, 
have been clearly apprehended by us. A t  all 
events they are matters unrmealed; and hence 
we are not warranted, and certainly not required, 
to form any definite opinion in regard to them. 

Take, as another instance, the doctrine of the The Incar- 

Incarnation. This, too, consists of the announce- nation' 

merit of a fact, without any light being shed upon 
the wanner of it--namely, that the Son of God 
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LECT. 111% assumed the nature of man, by  taking to Himself 
a true body and a reasonable soul ; and so was, 
and ever continueth to be, God and man, in two 
distinct natures and one person for ever. This re- 
vealed fact is inestimably precious. I t  shows us 
that the Saviour in whom we are invited to put 
our trust, is in all respects such a Saviour as be- 
came us,-able as man to suffer in our stead and 

Heb.iv.15. ready to be "touched with the feeling of our in- 
firmities," while as God He is mighty to save us 
to the uttermost. The man?zer of this fact, how- 
ever, is not of so much importance to us ; and 
accordingly no light is thrown upon it in the 
Scriptures. On the contrary, it is there expressly 

I m 1 .  declared to be "without controversy a great mys- 
16. tery of godliness." 
  he   tone- The case is similar with the doctrine of the 
ment. Atone7ne~zt. I t  infinitely concerned us as sinners 

to be assured that God is willing to pardon our 
sins and to restore us to the enjoyment of His 
favour, through the mediation and sacrifice of 
His beloved Son. And accordingly, thefnct  that 
H e  is willing to do so has been so clearly revealed 

H.I~ .  ii. 2. that "he may run who readeth it." But as  for 
the reao?zs which God may have had for appoint- 
ing and accepting of th.e ssufferings of His Son as a 
satisfaction to His justice for our transgressions, 
it is not by any means so necessary or so import- 
ant that we should be apprised of them. I t  rests 
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with ~ ~ d ,  the Supreme Lawgiver and Sovereign LECT. 111. - 
judge, and not with man, the creature who has 
rebelled against Him, to fix the terms of recon- 
ciliation. What the terms are is a fact that we 
nust be told of, in order that we may take to 
ourselves the benefit of them. But why such 
terms should have been appointed in preference 
to others ?--is a speculative question which does 

not so much concern us, relating as it does to 
God's part in the arrangement, and not to ours. 
For, our part is not so much to canvass the pro- 
priety, as thankfully to avail ourselves of the 
benefits, of that method of reconciliation which 
He  is pleased to propose. I t  is not on our ability 
to expIain the grounds or reasons of the scheme 
of human redemption that our everlasting welfare 
is dependent, but on our simple and faithful ac- 
quiescence in that wonderful plan as proposed to 
us in the Gospel. And just as a man may be 
nourished by wholesome food, without having even 
the vestige of an idea as to how that food is 
conducive to his nourishment, so may a sinner be 
saved by faith in the sufferings, merits, and inter- 
cession of his Redeemer, without having any con- 
ception of the principle on which these are made 
conducive to his salvation. 

YOU thus see that highly important things may 
be revealed with reference to the plans and ar- 
rangements which God has made for our spiritual 



I~CCT.  III. benefit, and the agencies by which they are car- - 
ried into execution; things of the reality of which, 
considered as matters of fact, it is of infinite im- 
portance that we be certified, while yet, as regards 
the grounds on which they rest, or the reasons 
that may be given to account for them, no infor- 
mation whatever may be conveyed to us. 

Chalmers's I n  farthcr illustration of this subject I cannot 
Institutes 
of Theo- 

rcfrain from quoting the eloquent words of Dr 
logy, ii. Chalmcrs. "The Bible," he says, "tells us of the 
423' 424' Trinity in scparate portions only. I t  tells us that 

the Father is God ; that thc Son is God ; that the 
Holy Spirit is God; and that God is one. But 
out  of thcse separate propositions, it has not 
formed any general and conjunct proposition that 
is comprehensive of them all. I t  is as if the whole 
face of heaven were shrouded from the view of 
mortals here below, save where an opening here 
and there admits the sight of one or other of the 
heavenly things which lie behind it. Each of the 
detached and individual things which we are thus 
permitted to behold may be distinctly perceived 
by us; but if we attempt to trace the connection 
between them-the ligaments that run behind 
the unopened spaces that are intercepted from 
our view-we shall unavoidably be landed in dim 
and shadowy speculation. The  openings may be 
perfectly luminous, and what is separately seen 
through them may be perfectly distinct ; and yet 
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they may suggest to us many an insoluble question LECT. 111. 

when W, strive to ascertain what that is which is 
between the openings. And SO of Scripture. I t  
were well that we distinguished what of the mys- 

tery complained of is due to the darkness of its rev- 
elations, from that which is due to thepartialextent 
of its revelations. I ts  statements may be perfectly 
distinct; but we may land ourselves in thc indis- 
tinctly and dimly conjectural, by  attempting to 
combine and harmonise the statements. Through 
each separate opening or disclosure which it 
makes, we may descry what in itself is a most 
lucid proposition ; and yet we may find ourselves 
utterly bewildered among the perplexities of a 
hypothetical region, when we attempt to construct 
a harmony out of them. What is written may be 
abundantly perspicuous ; but in straining to be 
wise above what is written, we may conjure up a 
thousand questions which may be most impracti- 
cably profound. The Scriptures may have distinct 
things for our faith; but out of these things the 
meddling and ambitious curiosity of man may 
germinate an infinity of darkling speculations." 

But it may be here said, that this silence of ~t may be 
said that revelation - this withholdiirig of farther know- .t,ispartia, 

ledge respecting matters which would, if disclosed, extent of 
the revela- have cleared up all its mysteries-is the verypith tion . 

is the 
and point of the ubjEciu7z urged against it ; and ver~graaf f -  
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LECT. III. that the advocates of revelation, by  ascribing 
men ofthe the mystery which is laid to its charge to "the 
objection.' limited extent of its disclosures," are really nd- 

witting and taking h m e  the charge, instead of 
effectually repelling or confuting it. 

There is some plausibility, it must be owned, 
in this statement. But yet there are not wanting 
various considerations by which it may be de- 
prived of its apparent force. 

Theim- I. It cannot be questioned, for example, that 
portance of 
revealed the doctrines of Holy Scripture respecting such 
truths does subjects as the divinity, incarnation, and vica- 
not depend 
on theun- rious sacrifice of the Son of God, as  also the 
revealedex- divinity, personality, and converting influence 
planations 
ofthem. of the Holy Spirit, are of the most inestimable 

importance to us ; and that, as being so, they are 
well worthy of a prominent place in any revelation 
which God may be pleased to grant. The import- 
ance of these doctrines, however, does not depend 
on anything that is unrevealed as to the reasons 
or explanations of them, but on what is most 
clearly revealed as to their truth, and on what 
is most evidently apparent as to their bearing oz 
our faith, w e ,  duty, and destiny. In the ordinary 
affairs of life there are many things, of the reality 
of which it is highly important that we should be 
assured, while yet, as regards the grozt?zds or yea- 
so?zs of them, we may, without any practical dis- 
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advantage, be left in ignorance. Thus, if a sure LECT. I I T .  

and effectual remedy for some dreadful bodily 
p 

malady were discovered, no one could possibly 
question the propriety of making it universally 
known for the public benefit, although the most 
skilful physicians might confess themselves unable 
to describe its mode of operation or to give any 
reasonable explanation of its efficacy. Even so, 
the great truths to which I have referred, as bear- 
ing on the redemption and sanctification of sinners, 
are not the less worthy of the place assigned to 
them in the Scriptural system, for the lack of 
such further information, tending to explain and 
account for them, as we might desiderate. We 
ought to be thankful for the measure of light 
which God has been pleased to cast on matters 
so momentous, instead of frowardly repining be- 
cause it is not greater. 

2.  Again, we have not the least warrant for ~ o w a m n t  
to say that supposing that the " farther knowledge " calcu- , ,, 

lated to explain the grounds or reasons of certain capable of 
apprehend- 

of its doctrines which the Christian revelation ing, or 

has withheld from us, is either of such a nature as would be 
substan- 

our minds in their present state are capable of tiallybene- 

apprehending, or of so much importance in its  the 
bearing on our faith, hope, duty, and destiny, as knowledge 

that is with- to make it a proper and worthy subject for God held. 

to reveal. How cafz we be warranted to make 
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LECT. III. such suppositions, or any suppositions whatso- - 
ever, with reference to that which is confessedly 
unknown to us ? The very thing complained of 
by  the objectors is that we are left in utter ignor- 
ance of these matters. Surely, then, it is unrea- 
sonable in the extreme that, being in ignorance 
of them, we should, notwithstanding, assume that, 
if they were made known, we would be capable of 
apprehending them, and sure to  derive important 
benefits from the knowledge of them. For any- 
thing we can tell, these unknown x~latters may 
wholly transcend the capacities of human thought ; 
or the knowledge of them, if we are capable of 
receiving it, would, for aught we know, minister 
only to the gratification of an idle curiosity or a 

I Tim. i. 4. speculative disposition, "rather than to godly edi- 
fying which is in faith." 

such far- 3. This consideration leads me to repeat, and 
ther know- 
ledgemight somewhat more fully to illustrate, a remark which 
only lead to 1 had occasion to make in my last lecture-viz., 
new mys- 
teries that the desired explanation of the Christian 

mysteries, instead of proving entirely satisfactory, 
would only bring us face to face with other 
mysteries, of which in their turn an explanation 
would be required. That  such should be the 
case is altogether in accordance with the progress 
of the human mind in every department of science. 
This progress is nothing else than a perpetual 
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advancement from one class of truths or facts to LECT. 111 

others which account for them, but which of them- 
p 

selves need in turn to be accounted for. Thus 

Sir Isaac Neu~ton7s great discovery of gravitation 
explains alike the fall of a stone to the ground, 
the ebb and flow of the tides, and the revolutions 
of the planets. But, what this principle of gravi- 
tation is, which gives to all material substances 
their power of mutual attraction ? how it comes to 
subsist ? and why its force always bears a certain 
proportion to the distance of the several attracted 
bodies from one another ?-are questions which we 
are still as  incompetent to solve as  ever ; unless, 
indeed, we are satisfied with the simple answer, 
that these things are so because God has so ap- 
pointed them. I n  like manner, there are various 
phenomena in the natural world which are to be 
explained by  the agency of magnetism, others by 
electricity, others by heat, others by light, and 
others by chemical affinity. But if we are asked to 
explain the nature of these agencies, and to show 
how it is that they come to be possessed of those 
wonderful powers and properties which belong to 
them, we must be content to own our ignorance. 
According to the great doctrine of the correlation 
of forces, indeed, all the phenomena of magnetism, 
and electricity, and heat, and light, and chemical 
affinity, are to be ascribed to one common prin- 
ciple. But this one common principle " still 



LECT. III. remains a mystery ; and all the more mysterious - 
is it in proportion to the much greater number 
and variety of the effects attributable to it. Such 
being the case, it is idle to suppose that mystery 
can be altogether removed by any increase of 
knowledge to which we may attain, so long as our 
understanding is not infinite. The solution of 
one mystery is but the raising up of another. 
And however far our knowledge may be extended, 
it must sooner or later reach its utmost limit, 
beyond which there stretches out the unknown 
and unknowable. 

The aim of 4. Farther, it is necessary to take into account 
revelation 
is not to the professed aim atzd object of the Christian revela- 
trainspecu- tion, when judging of the force of any objection 
lative phil- 
osophers, brought against i t  in respect of the limited extent 
but tosave of its disclosures. If it had been the avowed aim 
smners. 

of Christianity to give us a full and thorough 
comprehension of the attributes, plans, and doings 
of the Almighty, and to leave nothing untold or 
unexplained concerning them which men of a 
speculative and inquisitive spirit might wish to 
know, the objection in that case would certainly 
have been a formidable one. But who that has 
ever looked into the Scriptures, however cur- 
sorily, can fail to see that the professed aim of 
Christianity is very different from this? The 
grand design of Christianity unquestionably is, 
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not to train up a race of speculative philosophers, LECT. III.  

but to redeem and regenerate a race of sinners ; to 
save men from the guilt and misery of their fallen 
state ; to  restore them to the favour of God which 
they have forfeited ; t o  renew in them the linea- 
ments of His image which they have effaced ; and 
to prepare them, by a life of faith and righteousness 
and godliness in the present world, for a blissful 
and gI.orious immortality in the world to come. In 
pursuance of this design it was necessary that we 
should be certified of the " great salvation " thus 
mercifully provided for us-of the agency and 
means by which it is secured-and of the course 
which it is requisite for us to follow in order to 
become partakers of its benefits. Beyond this, 
however, the avowed purpose of Christianity does 
not indispensably require that any further in- 
formation should be imparted to us. What God 
has done, what H e  has promised to do, and 
what H e  prescribes to us for the furtherance of 
our spiritual welfare, are things which it greatly 
concerns us to be assured of. But as for the 
grounds or reasons of Hisp~ocedzrre,-these, again, 
are matters which concern Him more than us, 
and which may, without prejudice to the bene- 
ficial ends contemplated in granting the revela- 
tion, be withheld from us. 

Accordingly, it is very instructive to observe f:t'z 
that the Bible does not profess or undertake to profess to 
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LECT. 111. remove all mystery from the subjects of which i t  
treats. Still less does it require or encourage us 

mysteries, to aim at the removal of mystery from these 
or encour- 
age us to subjects, by seeking elsewhere such fuller know- 
aimattheir ledge of them as shall make them altogether 
removal. 

level to our comprehension. So far from doing 
so, the Scriptures expressly teach us that the 

PS. cxxsix. knowledge of God is "too wonderful for us," and 
6. so '' high that we cannot attain to it ;" that we 
Job, xi. 7. cannot " find out the Almighty unto perfection ; " 
Isa. lv. g. that " as the heavens are higher than the earth, 

so are His ways higher than our ways, and His 
Rom. xi. thoughts than our thoughts ;" that " His judg- 
33. ments are unsearchable, and His ways past find- 
PS. cxxxi. ing out ;" that we ought not to " exercise our- 
I. 

selves in great matters, or in things that are too 
neut. xxix. high for us ; " and that "secret things belong 
29. unto the Lord our God, while those things which 

are revealed belong unto us, and unto our children 
for ever." 

From these Scriptural statements we are war- 
ranted to conclude that whatever knowledge the 
Bible has withheld from us, pertaining to the 
reasons or explanations of its great truths, is 
probably such as our finite minds are for the 
present incapable of receiving, and certainly such 
as is not necessary for the attainment of those 
ends for which a revelation has been imparted to 
us. Not only are we not required, but we are 
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not even encouraged or permitted, to seek any LECT. III. 

knowledge, to form any opinion, or t o  profess 
any belief, with reference to the subjects of rc- 
vealed doctrine, farther than the light of Holy 
Scripture has disclosed them to us. If it were 

othemise,-if God required us to know and 
believe, not only those revealed things which 
H e  has clearly brought to light, but also those 
'<secret things" connected with them which H e  
has left in darkness,-we should indeed have 
cause to murmur at  His dealings with us. But 
God is not so hard a taskmaster. H e  does not 
require us to know and believe anything except 
what is either expressly set down in Scripture or 
is by good and necessary consequence deducible 
therefrom. And hence the silence of Scripture 
as regards the reasons or explanations of those 
truths which are therein set forth as  the objects 
of our faith, however much it may balk our curi- 
osity, cannot in any way be prejudicial to our 

spiritual interests. Everything that God in His 
Word has declared to be really necessary or ex- 

pedient for us has been clearly revealed. The 
Scriptures are " profitable for doctrine, for re- 2 Tim. iii. 

proof, for correction, and for instruction in right- 15-17. 

eousness." They are "able to make us wise unto 
salvation," and "thoroughly furnished unto all 

good works." And ill would it become us, there- 
fore, to complain that God should still have left 



LECT. 111. some things, which it did not vitally concern us - 
to  know, involved in darkness, when H e  has so 
profusely shed His marvellous light on all that is 
essential to  our peace and comfort here, and to 
our everlasting happiness hereafter. 

Mystery 5. These considerations appear to me suffi- 
connected 
with reve- cient to counteract the force of any objection 
lation that may be taken to the silence of revelation re- 
serves use- 
fd p,, specting certain matters which might, if disclosed, 
poses. have freed it from its mysteries. I may yet far- 

ther observe, however, that the existence of mys- 
tery in connection with the doctrines of a revealed 
religion, instead of being in any way detrimental 
to us, appears t o  be subservient to certain wise 
and useful purposes. 

r t  shows US (I.) For example, it shows us our ignorance, 
our igno- 
rance. and thereby teaches us to "walk humbly with our 
Micah, vi. God," "trusting in Him with all our heart, in- 
8. 
p,v. iii, stead of leaning to our own understanding," and 
Jas. i. 21. " receiving with meekness the engrafted word, 

which is able to save our souls." This is a most im- 
portant lesson for us to learn, and one which we 
ever need to have impressed upon us. If even 
the holy apostle Paul required sharp discipline to 

tor. xii. prevent him from being " exalted above measure 
through the abundance of the revelations" made 
to him, we have cause to be thankful that to us it 
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has not been given to "understand all mysteries," LECT. 111. - 
lest thereby we should have been " vainly puffed I cor. xiii. 

up," and led to "think of ourselves more highly :ol. ii. 

than we ought to think," instead of "thinking Rom.xii. 3. 

soberly, according as God hath dealt to  every 
man the measure of faith." 

It was said long ago by the elder Scaliger, one 
of the most profound scholars and acute thinkers 
of his age, that "wisdom greatly consists in being J. C. Scali- 

ger, De 
ignorant of some things with a willing and con- Subtili- 

tented mind,"-" Magna pars sapientiae est, quz- tatej Ex. 
cccvii. 5 zg. 

dam zquo animo nescire velle." And the saying 
has been adopted and expanded by one of the 
master-minds of our own day. The late Sir W. 
Hamilton thus expresses himself respecting that 
" learned ignorance " which was in his esteem the 
consumn~ation of knowledge: "There are two Hamilton's 

Discus- 
sorts of ignorance. We philosophise to escape sions, 

from ignorance, and the consummation of our p-601. 

philosophy is ignorance. We start from the one ; 
we repose in the other. They are the goals from 
which and to which we tend ; and the pursuit of 
knowledge is but a course between two igno- 
rances, as human life is itself only a travelling 
from grave to grave. The highest reach of human 
science is the scientific recognition of human igno- 
rance ; ' Qui nescit ignorare ignorat scire.' This 
'~eap~ted ignorance' is the rational conviction by 
the human mind of its inability t o  transcend 

G 
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LECT. 111. certain limits ; it is the knowledge of ourselves 
-the science of Man. This is accomplished by 
a demonstration of the disproportion between 
what is to be known and our faculties of know- 
ing-the disproportion, to wit, between the in- 
finite and the finite. In fact, the recognition of 
human ignorance is not only the one highest, but 
the one true knowledge; and the first-fruit of it is 
humility. Simple nescience is not proud ; con- 
summated science is positively humble. For it is 
not this knowledge that ' puffeth up,' but its oppo- 
site-the conceit of false knowledge,-the conceit, 
in truth, of an ignorance of the very nature of 
knowledge. . . . The grand result of human 
wisdom is thus only a consciousness that what 
we know is as nothing to what we know not,- 
an articulate confession by our natural reason of 
the truth declared in revelation, that ' now we see 
tkrough a glass darkly.' " 

To these weighty words it is only needful to 
add, that if there be anything well fitted to school 
us into that humble sense of our ignorance which 
is thus commended as the highest attainment of 
human wisdom, it is surely the thought of those 
impenetrable mysteries which God, even when 
giving a revelation of divine truths, has still suf- 
fered to rest on many of those matters which most 
closely concern our highest interests and our 
brightest hopes. 
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(2.) Again, the mystery connected with revealed LECT. III. 

doctrine is subservient to the trial and discipline ~t tries and 

of our faith. I t  seems to have been,! most wisely, zrcg' 
no part of God's purpose, in dealing with His 
rational and accountable creatures, to coerce their 
faith, any more than to compel their obedience. 
And accordingly He neither presents the light 
that is to produce the one, nor the motives which 
are to be conducive to the other, in a manner so 
absolutely overpowering as would render our com- 
pliance a mere matter of constraint, but admin- 
isters both the light and the motives in such a 
way, that their influence greatly depends on the 
character and disposition of those several minds 
to which they are proposed. There is meant to 
be a probation of the intellect as well as a proba- 
tion of the heart ; and this there could not be if 
the doctrines of revelation were so manifestly self- 
evident as to their truth, and so perfectly compre- 
hensible in their nature, as to leave no scope and 
no opportunity for a right or a wrong exercise of 
the intellect with respect to them. I t  is true that 
in this way there is room left for doubts and diffi- 
culties by which the mind may occasionally be 
much perplexed. But these, it ought to be con- 
sidered, occupy very much the same position 
relatively to the exercise of the understanding, 
as that which is occupied by the allurements of 
sin and the sacrifices of virtue relatively to the 
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LECT. 111. culture and discipline of the heart. Speaking of 

jam= both, we may say with the like justice, "Blessed 
12. 

is the man that endureth temptation, for when he 
is tried he shall receive the crown of life." And 
just as a man's moral principle is more conspicu- 
ous when he steadily prosecutes a course of holy 
living in the face of strong inducements to de- 
part from it, than if he were all the while acting 
as he does from the mere want of any temptation 
to do otherwise ; so may we say that a man's faith 
is more excellent when it has been arrived a t  by 
earnest and patient inquiry, and is firmly main- 
tained in the face of mysteries and difficulties, 
than if it were produced and perpetuated unavoid- 
ably, without any generous exercise of his faculties, 
by a self-evidencing light in those truths which 
aye its objects-too clear to be overlooked, and 
too powerful to be' resisted. 

~t inspires (3.) Farther, the mysteries connected with re- 
us with 
reverence. 

vealed doctrines tend to inspire the devout mind 
with awful reverence for the majesty and supre- 
macy of God. They impress us with a sense of 
His incomparable greatness, by reason of which 
His attributes and operations are necessarily be- 
yond our comprehension. They vindicate His 
high prerogative as the Lord of all, who needs 

Job, xxxiii. 
not to take counsel with His creatures, or to give 

13. them "an account of any of His matters," and 
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who claims it as His right to conceal or to reveal LECT. 111. 

things, to display them in marvellous light, or to 
shroud them in thickest darkness, even as seemeth 
good in His sight. And they prompt us to ex- 
claim, with the apostle, " 0 the depth of the riches Rom. xi. 

both of the wisdom and knowledge of God ! How 33-36. 

unsearchable are His judgments, and His ways 
past finding out ! For who hath known the mind 
of the Lord ? or who hath been His counsellor? 
Or who hath first given to Him, and it shall be 
recompensed unto him again ? For of Him, and 
through Him, and to Him, are all things ; to whom 
be glory for ever. Amen." 

(4.) I need only add, with reference to this ~t excites 

topic, that the mystery connected with revealed 
doctrines is fitted to excite in us an earnest desire ings. 

for that higher state of existence, in which me 
may hope that many of those things that are now 
hidden from us shall be more fully brought to 
light. W e  dare not, indeed, say, that even in 
that higher state of existence there shall be no 
mysteries. For we are told of the deep things of 
the word of God, that "the angels desire to look I Pet. i. 12. 

into them." And we may well suppose that to 
the glorified saints they will form a continual sub- 
ject of investigation, the fulness of which can never 
be exhausted by them. Eternity will be too 
short to explore things that are infinite. W e  can- 
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LECT. III. not doubt, however, that in the life to come much 
fuller means of acquaintance with them will be 
given to us. For it is a most precious promise of 

John, xiii. the Saviour, "What I do thou knowest not now, 
7. but thou shalt know hereafter." And no less 
I Cor. xiii. cheering are the words of His apostle : "We know 
10, 12. in part, and we prophesy in part ; but when that 

which is perfect is come, then that which is in part 
shall be done away. . . . For now we see through 
a glass darkly, but then face to face ; now I know 
in part, but then shall I know even as also I am 
known." 


	3_072.bmp
	3_073.bmp
	3_074.bmp
	3_075.bmp
	3_076.bmp
	3_077.bmp
	3_078.bmp
	3_079.bmp
	3_080.bmp
	3_081.bmp
	3_082.bmp
	3_083.bmp
	3_084.bmp
	3_085.bmp
	3_086.bmp
	3_087.bmp
	3_088.bmp
	3_089.bmp
	3_090.bmp
	3_091.bmp
	3_092.bmp
	3_093.bmp
	3_094.bmp
	3_095.bmp
	3_096.bmp
	3_097.bmp
	3_098.bmp
	3_099.bmp
	3_100.bmp
	3_101.bmp
	3_102.bmp

