
L E C T U R E  IV. 

DOCTRINES WHICH HAVE MYSTERY CONNECTED WITH 
THEM IN RESPECT OF THEIR APPARENT INCONSISTENCY 

EITHER WITH OTHER REVEALED DOCTRINES, OR WITH 

THE DICTATES O F  OUR RATIONAL AND MORAL FACULTIES. 

0 the depth of the riches both of the wisdom and knowledge 
of God ! How unsearchabIe are His judgments, and His ways 
past finding out !"-Romans, xi. 33. 

IT is a well-known saying of one of the most dis- LECT. IV. 

tinguished philosophers of modern times, that "no Sir W. 

difficulty emerges in theology which had not pre- Hamilton, 
Discus- 

viously emerged in philosophy." And if due abate- sions, 
App. I., A. ment be made from the somewhat sweeping terms P 598 

in which it is expressed, the saying is substantially 
true. For, though it would be going too far to 
afirm that the self-same difficulties, in precisely Like mys- 

the same shape, which emerge in the former of teries are to 
be met with 

these departments of knowledge had previously inphilo- 
sophy and 

emerged, one and all of them, in the latter,-it in thee- 

is certain that in both departments there are 
difficulties to be met with, which present striking 
points of analogy to one another. The great 
mystery of the Trinity which revelation declares 



LECT. IV. to us, can hardly be said to exceed our compre- - 
hension to a greater extent than the infinity and 
eternity of God as set forth in all philosophical 
systems of natural theism. The difficulties in- 
volved in the revealed doctrine of the purposes 
of God are very much akin to those which meta- 
physicians have ever encountered when striving 
to  reconcile causation with free agency. And 
the dark questions raised by the doctrine of 
original sin are but a counterpart to the old 
problem of the origin of evil under the govern- 
ment of a God alike infinite in power and good- 
ness, which the wisest men in all ages have vainly 
endeavoured to solve. The truth is, that in 
every branch of knowledge our inquiries and 

p,,~ speculations run out into mysteries ; while " cer- 
tain incomprehensible ideas and convictions form 

Essays, 
p 268. the dark background of our most familiar beliefs." 

Nay, it is remarkable that those speculative 
systems.which are most of all opposed to revela- 
tion, present to us  some doctrines which are, I 
venture to say, quite as far beyond our powers 
of comprehension as any of the deepest things 
involved in revelation itself. Atheism, pantheism, 
positivism, and materialism, have their unsearch- 
able mysteries no less than Christianity. And 
one of the most "advanced thinkers " of the pre- 
sent day-who seems to have outstripped all his 
forerunners in thinking away those things which 
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are most surely believed among us, so as to re- LECT. IV. 

duce faith and knowledge to the lowest minimum 
-asserts, in his ' First Principles of a New Phi- 
losophy,' the " omlzipresence of something which Herbert 

passes com~~rehension;" and lays it down as the Spencer's 
First Prin- 

sum of all we know or can know, that "force ciples, 

is, and that force is persistent, while force i t ~ e v  P. 45, 4'5. 

is absoZuteLy inscrutable!" Such being the case, 
we may meet very calmly any charge with which 
the Scriptures may be assailed on the ground of 
the speculative difficulties connected with them ; 
inasmuch as all philosophy, whether truly or 
falsely so called, is liable on the very same ground 
to a like assault. 

In three previous lectures our attention has been 
directed to the case of mystery connected with 
revealed doctrines-jrst, in respect of tAe absence 
of internal evidence by which these doctrines 
might be verified apart from the authority of 
the revelation which assures us of them ; second&, 
in respect of the profound and transcendentaZ 
nature of their subjects relatively to the finite 
compass of the human mind ; and thirdly, in 
respect of the partial extent of their discZosures, 
as embracing only the reality of the things 
revealed, apart from the reasons, grounds, or 
explanations of them. 

IV. We now proceed to the fourth head of our 
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LECT. IV. discussion, in which it was proposed to consider 
Revealed the case of revealed doctrines which have mystery 
doctrines 
which are connected with them in respect of their apparent 
apparently inconszsistency either with other doctrines contained 
inconsis- 
tent with in the revelation itself; or with t h  dictates of our 
other rational and moral faculties. 
doctrines. 

It must be admitted that a true revelation 
from God never will propose and require us to 
believe doctrines which are really contradictory 
either of one another, or of unquestionable truths 
which have been ascertained by the right use of 
those faculties which God hath given us. For it 
is self-evident that two contradictory doctrines 
cannot both be true. The truth of the one im- 
plies the falsehood of the other. Hence it is 
plainly impossible that God, who cannot err and 
cannot lie, should, in a revelation that has verily 
proceeded from Him, affirm and require us to 
believe two doctrines which are. really incom- 
patible with one another. And just as impos- 
sible is it that the Father of our spirits, "whose 

job, xxxii. inspiration giveth us understanding," should in 
S. His revealed Word declare anything to be true, 

which by the laws He has imposed upon our na- 
ture He has led us unavoidably to regard as false. 

Obvious, however, as this principle undoubtedly 
is, I hope by a few remarks to satisfy you that 
there is need of much caution in applying it. 
And in offering these remarks I shall not aim at 
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the observance of strict logical precision in the LECT. IV. 

statement and arrangement of them, so as to 
keep them entirely distinct from one another. 
For the object I have in view will be sufficiently 
attained, if anyhow it can be shown that cases 
may occur, in which things exhibit a strong ap- 
pearance of contradiction, while yet there is no 
contradiction between them in reality. 

I. I may begin by observing that the contra- Theincon- 
diction which appears or is alleged to subsist ~ ~ e e ~ ~ ~ t  

between two statements may not be direct but inferential. 

merely infe~entiaZ. In other words, the contra- 
diction may lie, not in the statements themselves, 
but in certain inferences which we draw from 
them. Accordingly it may be our reasoning that 
is in fault, which experience shows to be no im- 
probable supposition. For we frequently come 
to erroneous conclusions through misapprehension 
of the subjects to which they relate, or imperfect 
information in regard to these subjects-to say 
nothing of haste, inadvertency, and prejudice. 
And it is least of all to be wondered at  that our 
inferences should be liable to error in regard to 
matters so far beyond our cognisance as the plans 
and ways of God. If indeed any such doctrine 
were revealed to us as " t h t  God is malignant, 
deceitfz~l, and impure," it would be in broad and 
downright contradiction to manifold clear declara- 



I~ECT.  IV.1 tions of Holy Scripture, confirmed by the dictates - 
of our rational and moral faculties, "that God is 
good, and true, and ,%oh; " and therefore we should 
have no alternative but to disbelieve it. But 
when, without any such express denial of His 
known attributes, we find Him represented as 
acting in a manner which our minds are not able 
fully to harmonise with them-as, for exanlple, 
permitting the existence of evil, or suffering all 
mankind to become involved in the consequences 
of Adam's first transgression-we well may re- 
frain from drawing the conclusion that these 
doings arc really incompatible with the character 
of God. And all the more ought we to shrink 
from such a conclusion, when we consider in how 
many other respects His actual procedure in the 
works of nature and in the course of providence 
is vastly different from what we should have 
anticipated, and how far we are from being able 
to comprehend the plans and ends of His uni- 
versal government. 

Thevarious 
attributes 2. Again, it is worthy of note that in the Holy 
ascribed to Scriptures God is exhibited to us under a variety 
God are 
not incon- of aspects, and is represented as possessing a 
~ i ~ t e n t  variety of attributes, which are, when viewed 
with, but 
comple- apart, very different from one another, but all 
mentary of which must be taken into account in order to 
of, one 
another. form a right conception of the divine character. 
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In this respect God has been frequently com- LECT. IV. 

pared to that beautiful element of light, which 
- 

His own Word employs as one of the fittest 
emblems of Him. The light of the sun can be 
divided by a familiar process into a number of 
differently-coloured rays, exhibiting the various 
hues of the rainbow; and each of these we can 
separately examine so as to ascertain the dis- 
tinctive properties which belong to it. But in 
the sun himself these rays are all combined, 
forming onc blaze of pure and glorious lustre, 
which is too bright for our weak eyes steadily 
to look upon. Even so, the various attributes 
of the divine nature are, one by one, revealed to 
us in the Scriptures, and their different modes of 
manifestation are set forth, so as to be the subjects 
of separate consideration by us. But it is the 
union of them all in combined exercise that 
forms the character of that infinite Being of 
whom it is written that " God is light, and in Him I John, i. 5. 

is no darkness at  all," and that " H e  dwelleth in I Tim. vi. 

light unapproachable, which no eye of man hath 16' 

seen or can see." Now, as has been already ob- 
served, these several attributes of God are, when 
viewed apart, very different from one another; 
as when we read in one place that " God is love," I John, iv. 

and in another place that "our God is a consum- *. 
Heb. xii. 

ing fire ;" or when we are told at  one time that 29. 
H e  is " slow to anger and of great mercy," and PS. cxh. 8. 
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LECT. IV. at  another time that He executeth judgment," 
PS. xcix. 4, and that ' I  His wrath is revealed from heaven 
Rom. i. 18. against all ungodliness and unrighteousness." 

But though the divine attributes are thus differ- 
ent in their aspect, and would, if existing apart, 
be opposite in their tendency, they cannot be 
said to be contradictory or incompatible. And 
as existing in God, they are not to be regarded 
as a confused assemblage of jarring contrarieties, 
without any principle of union or consistency 
about them, but as a combination of varied yet 
harmonious elements, exactly balanced and per- 
fectly adjusted-each one being the complement 
of the others-while they all go to form that 
faultless and consummate excellence which in- 
finitely surpasses our loftiest conceptions and our 
highest praise. 

Revealed 3. Farther, in judging of revealed doctrines, 
doctrines how far they are consistent either with one another 
have refer- 
ence to or with the dictates of our own rational and moral 
a great 
scheme faculties, it is well for us to remember that these 
which is doctrines have reference to a great scheme of the 
imperfectly 
c,,p,. divine administration, with which in its full extent 
hcndedby we have no means of becoming acquainted. We 
US. 

Birks on are like "young children taking it upon them to 
Rational- judge of the order and regularity of the planetary 
ism, p. 45. 

system by gazing for a few nights at  the stars 
through their nursery window ;" or like unlettered 
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peasants venturing to  pronounce on the strategy LECT. IV. 

of some renowned general, or the far-seeing policy 
of some sagacious statesman, without adequate 
knowledge of the difficulties they have to surmount, 
or of the ends which they are seeking to accom- 
plish. Take any man to inspect for the first time 
some highly complicated system of machinery, of 
the structure and operation of which he has no 
distinct conception ; ask him to observe the work- 
ing of its different parts, which seem often to be 
thwarting and counteracting one another; direct 
his attention to wheels revolving within wheels, 
and to shafts and rods moving, some upwards and 
s o c e  downwards, some to the right hand and 
others to the left, with infinite noise and apparent 
clashing and confusion ;-and he  will be thrown 
into a state of utter perplexity, being unable to 
see with the eye of a skilled machinist how all 
these movements, so intricate and seemingly con- 
flicting, are ordered and adjusted for the accom- 
plishment of the desired result. Now, if it be so 
with any complex work of human art, there is no 
cause for wonder if we shosld sometimes be at  a 
loss to discern the harmony or consistency of the 
divine procedure in a scheme so vast, so compli- 
cated, so manifold in its bearings and depend- 
encies, as  the moral administration of the universe 
-a scheme of which only some fragmentary and 
disconnected parts have been submitted to our 
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LECT. IV. inspection, and of which for the present we can - 
trace only the beginnings, while the issues or re- 

wisdom, sults reach forwards into futurity. " Hardly," says 
ix, 16. 

an apocryphal writer, "do we guess aright at  
things that are upon earth, and with labour do we 
find the things that are before us ; but the things 
that are in heaven who hath searched out ? " And 
to the same effect is the declaration of the in- 

Eccles. iii. spired Preacher, " No man can find out the work 
I1 ; that God maketh from the beginning to the end." 
viii. 17. " Though a man labour to seek it out, yet he shall 

not find it ; yea, farther, though a wise man think 
to know it, yet shall he not be able to find it." 
It is well for us, then, to beware of rash judgments 
founded on imperfect knowledge as to such 
matters. I t  is but a part of the unsearchable 

job, X X V ~ .  ways of God ; and, oh, " how little a portion" 
14. that is understood by us ! And should we pre- 

sume, with our limited acquaintance with them, 
to judge that they are inconsistent with one 
another because we are not sufficiently conversant 
with the mighty scheme of which they form a 
part to see how fitly and harmoniously they are 
there combined, we should justly expose ourselves 
to  the rebuke administered to Job when the Lord 

Job, answered him out of the whirlwind, ' l  Who is this 
xxxviii. 2-4. that darkeneth counsel by words without know- 

ledge? Gird up now thy loins like a man, for 
I will demand of thee, and do thou answer me. 
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Where wast thou when I laid the foundations of LECT. IV. 

the earth ? Declare, if thou hast understanding." - 
Shall he that contendeth with the Almighty in- J O ~ ,  XI, z. 

struct Him? H e  that reproveth God, let him 

answer it." 

4. These remarks naturally suggest this farther Things 
may not be 

observation, that thi~zgs are by no meatzs to be re- ,,,,,,. 
garded as contradictory merely because W E  are u~z-   to^ al- 

though we 
able to reconcile t h ~ m ;  and all the less so if they arenotable 

very greatly transcend our means of knowledge tOharmo- 
nise them. 

and our powers of comprehension. Their seeming 
inconsistency, especially if they be of so transcen- 
dental a nature, may very reasonably be supposed 
to arise not from anything incompatible in the 
things themselves, but f rom our ignorance of sowe 
other thi~zg which, if we only knew it, would show 
them to be in perfect harmony with one another. 

Nothing is more common than to find in the 
narratives of two perfectly credible historians 
the omission of some incidents or circumstances 
giving an appearance of contrariety to their 
statements, which a third writer at  once removes 
by mentioning the omitted particulars. In- 
deed, many of the alleged discrepancies between 
the sacred writers and secular historians, which 
were once urged as formidable objections to the 
Christian faith, have in this way been satisfactorily 
explained. In like manner it frequently happens, 

H 
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LECT. IV. 

Two doc- 
trines that 
are both 
true can- 
not be 
really con- 
tradictory. 

when some complicated case is undergoing inves- 
tigation in a court of justice, that a t  one stage of 
the proceedings the depositions of two witnesses 
appear to be utterly a t  variance with one another, 
until, in the gradual unravelling of the evidence, 
some new fact is elicited by which they are shown 
to be perfectly consistent. The case of the anti- 
podes furnishes another instance ; for until the law 
of gravitation was discovered, according to which 
all bodies, in whatever part of the globe they may 
be situated, are alike attracted towards its centre, 
it was held to be against all reason and experience 
that persons could be placed upon the opposite, 
and, as it was naturally considered, the downward 
side of the globe, without falling off its surface. 
I t  may well be supposed, then, that in the case of 
revealed doctrines which have only been disclosed 
to us in part, and in regard to which we have no 
means of supplementing the information which 
God has given us, there may be an appearance of 
contrariety that is entirely owing to our ignorance 
of the harmonising link that binds them together. 

5. Another remark here occurs which is worthy 
of consideration with reference to the question 
before us. In  entering on the present branch of 
our discussion we allowed it to be an undeniable 
proposition, that " two contradictory doct~ines can- 
not 60th be true." I would now observe, however, 
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that this has its conumse, or counter- LECT. IV. 

part, which is equally undeniable-namely, that 
"two doctrines both of which are twe  cannot be 
Yea& contradictory of one another." 

This latter proposition is very easily and un- 
avoidably deducible from the former onc. Two 
doctrines which are both true cannot be contra- 
dictory, because if they were so they could not 
both be true; one or other of them in that case 
must be false, which is contrary to the supposition 
that both of them are true. In  other words, one 
or other of them must be both true and not true, 
which is impossible. 

Perhaps it may be argued that this considera- 
tion is of no practical avail in any case of seeming 
inconsistency. However good the evidence may 
be in proof of two doctrines which appear to be 
contradictory, it may be alleged that we have no 
position to maintain but one of a6soZzbte scepicism 
with respect to them ; because if we may be wrong 
in supposing them to be contradictory, it is just as 
likely that we may be wrong in estimating the 
force of the evidence that they are true ; and 
hence our only course is to suspend ourjudgment, 
instead of coming to any definite conclusion on 
either side. 

Now, without questioning that this might be our 
Proper course when the doctrines relate to matters 
of the nature of which we have a thoroughly corn- 



TJ.CT N. plete knowledge and a perfect comprehension, I - 
venture to affirm that it is not our proper course 
when the nature of either, or it may be of both of 
the subjects to  which the doctrines relate is but 
partially known, and, so far as it is unknown, is con- 
fessedly incomprehensible. For in such a case the 
mysterious nature of the subjects may not in the 
least degree affect the process of proof by which 
the doctrines concerning them are shown to bc 
true, while it may most materially affect the fro- 
cess of ~econciZiatiorz by which it 'might else be 
shown that the doctrines are not contradictory. 
The proof that the doctrines are true may entirely 
depend on such things in the subjects of them as 
are known and comprehensible ; while the missing . 
link that would bind the doctrines harmoniously 
together may pertain to those other parts or pro- 
perties of the subjects of them which are hidden 
from our view, and hopelessly beyond our powers 
of thought. 

seeming Every one who is conversant with mathematics 
contradic- 
tion in ma- must be well aware that numerous illustrations of 
thematicS. what I have now been stating are to be found 

in that infalliblc science. Nothing, for example, 
could well appear to be more evidently contradic- 
tory than that two !ines should continually be 
moving farther and farther away from one another, 
and yet, though prolonged to infinity, should 
never recede beyond a given limited distance. 
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But it is demonstrable that such is really the case LECT. IV 

with the curve line called the conchoid and a - 
straight line drawn from any point in it parallel 
to its directrix. As  one among many other in- 
stances, I may farther refer to  the process of sum- 
milzg up an  infinite series of quantities-a process 
which frequently occurs in mathematical calcula- 
tions, and on the performance of which many of the 
most important results and most valuable practical 
uses of the science are dependent. I t  seems at 
first sight a contradiction to say that the constant 
addition of a series of quantities, when the suc- 
cessive terms of the series decrease regularly a t  
a given rate, can never exceed a certain limited 
amount, however long the process of addition 
may be continued. Thus, if to the number one there 
be added one-ha% and then one-foztrth, and then 
one-eigkth, and then one-sixteenth, and so on with- 
out end,-it seems a contradiction to say, that the 
whole of this infinite series, though continually 
approximating the number two, can never equal 
it. But yet this seeming contradiction is a de- 
monstrable truth, arrived a t  by mathematical rea- 
soning, the soundness and validity of which can- 
not be called in question. And by assuming and 
proceeding upon its truth, we find that, instead of 
being in any instance led into error, we are led in 
all our after-calculations to the surest and most 
satisfactory results. 
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LECT. IV. It is quite true that in the case of revealed dot- 
trines respecting the nature, attributes, and dis- 
pensations of the infinite God, mathematical evi- 
dence is not attainable. These subjects are not of 
such a kind as to admit of it. Still we may have 
evidence sufficient in its amount and suitable in 
its kind to the things to be established by i t ;  as, 
for example, the testimony of God Himself in a 
revelation which is fully authenticated as proceed- 
ing from Him. And if so, then it is neither ncces- 
sary nor warrantable to suspend our judgment as 
to  the truth of such doctrines on the mere ground 
that there is in some of them an appearance of 
inconsistency which we find ourselves unable to 
remove. For, as I before remarked, this appear- 
ance of inconsistency does not arise from anything 
pertaining to the proof of the doctrines, this proof 
being perfectly plain and level to our comprehen- 
sion ; but from something unknown and incompre- 
hensible in the natzire of the subjects to  which the 
doctrines refer. 

Apparent TO show thc application of these remarks to the 
conflict 
between 

question before us, let us take the case of two very 
God'sfore- important doctrines between which there is an 
knowledge 
and apparent contrariety, one of these being the fore- 
free Rnowledge which God has of alZfz.dure eaeitzts, in- 
agency. 

cludivtg the actions of His  accountable creatares; 
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while the other is, the free agency and consepzcent LECT. IV. 
moral regonsibiZi& of man. 

The divine foreknowledge of our actions plainly 
implies that these actions shall assuredly be per- 
formed by us, because the non-performance of 
them would show that they had not been correctly 
foreknown. I t  is jus: as certain that anything 
which is accurately foreseen shall occur, as that 
anything which is accurately remembered has 
occurred. But if so, what becomes of our free 
agency and responsibility ? How can we be free 
in doing and accountable for doing a thing if it 
was certain thafwe should do it long before the 
thing was done ? I t  is true, the foreknowledge of 
a futureaction is not to be considered as causing it 
to be performed, any more than the after-knowledge 
of apast action. But still the action is certain in 
the one case as much as in the other. It cannot 
fail to 6e done if it be accurately foreseen, any 
more than it can be undone if it be accurately 
remembered. IIow, then, can we be free and 
accountable agents ? Does not our being so seem 
to be incompatible with the previous certainty of 
our actions as implied in the divine foreknowledge 
of them ? 

(I.) Now to  these questions I answer, ilz the We do not 

f i t  place, that the contradiction in this case may 
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LECT. IV. be reasonably held to be only apparent ; because - 
compre- we have not that full comprehension of the nature 
hend either 

of God's foreknowledge on the one hand, and of 
knowledge our own voluntary agency on the other hand, to 
or man's 
free agency warrant us in saying that the apparent conflict 

wanant betwccn them must be real. I t  is not, I venture 
us in saying 
that they to say, a self-evident proposition, that a man can- 
are not be free in the doing of a thing if God certainly 
incon- 
sistent. knew beforehand that he was to do it. And if it 

be not self-evident it requires proof; whereas no 
proof that I know of has ever been offered. Some- 
how it seems to have been quietly assumed that 
certainty and compulsion are equivalent and con- 
vertible expressions. Yet surely they are not so. 
Surely a man may be a t  liberty to do many things 
which he certainly will no2 do, and to abstainfranz 
doing many things which he certainly will do. 
Compulsion or forcible constraint is doubtless one 
means of bringing it about that an action shall be 
certainly performed. But we know too little of the 
mysterious workings of our own minds, especially 
in regard to our processes of volition, to warrant 
us in positively affirming that it is the on& means. 
Thus puch, indeed, must in candour be admitted, 
that we are unable to comprehend how an action 
that was certainly known to God before it was done 
should, notwithstanding, be free in the performance 
of it. But then our inability to comprehend how 
a thing shozdd come to be, is no sufficient ground 
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for affirming that it  cannot be. In  the works and LECT. IV. 

ways of God, in the operations of our own minds, 
and in the processes of our own bodies, there are 
many things which we know to be actually taking 
place, without being able fully to account for 
them, or to reconcile them with other things of the 
reality of which we are equally well assured. We 
have no cause to wonder, then, that this should be 
the case with the divine foreknowledge of human 
actions on the one hand, and the free agency of 
man in the performance of them on the other 
hand. The seeming conflict between them is not 
direct, but i~zzfeential; and we do not sufficiently 
comprehend them to be perfectly sure that our in- 
ference in regard to their mutual antagonism is a 
sound one. The utmost that can be said is, that 
they appear to be tending in opposite directions. 
But if we knew more about them we might pos- 
sibly see that, though moving in opposite direc- 
tions, they are ?tot rnovi9zg along the same line, and 
hence that they cannot come a t  any time into 
actual collision. 

(2.) But, itz the secondpbce, the contradiction in we have 

the case before us not only may be but must be full evi- 
dence that 

merely apparent, because we have full and satis- both of 
them are factory evidence that the two things between which ,,,; 

it appears to suhist are both of them true, and hence 
that they cannot be really contradictory. 
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LEcT. [V. AS for our free agency, we know it from ozdr con- - 
sciousness-the highest evidence which we can pos- 
sibly have of any truth. We have the same proof 
of our free agency that we have of our own exist- 
ence. And utterly vain is the attempt by meta- 
physical arguments to reason any sane man out 
of his conviction of it. Moreover, the whole tenor 
of the Word of God assumes it-the precepts, 
warnings, and admonitions of Holy Scripture 
being all addressed to us on no other footing than 
that we are the free, voluntary, and responsible 
originators of our own conduct, which we perfectly 
well know and feel ourselves to be. 

With respect, again, to God's foreknowledge of 
/zuman actions, we have the most profuse and 
decisive evidence that could be wished. For not 
to  speak of those reasonable grounds on which 
sound theists have been led to the belief of it, or 
of those general statements of Holy Scripture in 
which it is broadly and articulately affirmcd,wc can 
point to a vast assemblage of prophecies relating 
to the conduct of moral and accountable agents, in 
which the divine prescience is actually exemplified. 
Notably we can point to the predictions relative 
to the conduct of our Lord's enemies when they 
crucified Him ; for of them-not the less that 
they are charged as  responsible agents with the 
awful crime of having slain with wicked hands 

iv. 28. the Lord of glory-it is expressly said that "they 
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did to Him whatsoever things the hand and coun- LECT. IV. 

sel of God had before determined to be done." 
Here, then, we have two ~YZL~~S-( I  .) that man and there is 

is a free agent, and (2.) that his actions were fore- no conflict 
between 

known by the omniscient God-each supported the cvi- 
dences 

by evidence that is suited to the nature of it, and whichre- 

calculated to produce a full and unwavering be- spectivel~ 
prove 

licf. And mark this, moreover-there is 920 con- ,h,,, 

jict betwee92 the evidences of them, whatever there 
may seem to be between the truths which these 
evidences substantiate. The proofs of our free 
agency do not in any way invalidate or even touch 
the proofs of the divine prescience ; and as little, 
on the other hand, do the proofs of the divine pre- 
science invalidate or even touch the proofs of our 
free agency. If we look, then, a t  each of thesc 
truths by itself, and candidly weigh its evidence, 
we have no alternative but to believe it. And if 
we believe each on its own proper and sufficient 
grounds, then must we believe both, unable though 
we may be to perceive their connection or har- 
mony with one another. Nay, more. If we be- 
lieve both of these things to be true, there is one 
thing more that we must needs believe concerning 
them, and that is, that they are consistent or com- 
patible, and that any appearance of their being 
otherwise must be fallacious. For it is unques- 
tionable that anything that is true must neces- 
sarily be consistent with every other thing that is 
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LECT. IV. true. We, indeed, may not be able to see their 
consistency, but we may be very sure that God 
sees it. And we also should see it if we had the 
same perfect knowledge which He possesses of 
the whole assemblage of truths in all their rela- 
tions and dependencies. 

seeming 6. The remarks I have hitherto made under 
conflict of 

the present head of our discussion have been 
doctrines applicable to avy case of apparent inconsistency 
with the 
dictates of which may be alleged against the doctrines of a 
Our revealed religion, whether it be a case of see~ning 
or moral 
faculties. contrariety to othw doctrifzes contained in the revela- 

tion itsef,  or a case of seeming contrariety to the 
natural dictates of those ieteZZectuaZ or moral facuG 
ties which God la th  given W. I may now farther 
observe, with special reference to the latter case, 
that besides all the other considerations already 
mentioned, there is this farther ground for great 
caution and hesitation in forming an unfavourable 
judgment of revealed doctrines, that those ~zatural 
faculties of the kumagz mind with whose dictates they 
may occasionally seem to lie at  variance, are by no 
meafzs infallible standards of truth and rectitude. 

Reason and conscience are undoubtedly the 
gifts of God. And most precious gifts they are 
when duly informed and rightly exercised. But, 
like all God's other gifts when committed into 
the hands of free agents-and, alas! of sinful 



agents-they are liable to perversion and abuse. LECT. IV. 

And even in their best estate they are apt to be 
misguided through the influence of custom, pre- 
judice, inconsideration, and insufficient knowledge 
of the matters of which they judge. The time 
has beer1 when it was almost universally con- 
sidered irrational and extravagant in the highest 
degree to affirm that the earth turns daily round 
its axis, and annually revolves round the sun 
with incredible velocity, while its inhabitants are 
utterly insensible of its motion. The time has 
been also, nor is it long gone by, when slavery, 
with all its miseries and abominations, was prized 
and lauded by otherwise enlightened communities 
as a highly valuable and useful institution, while 
those few who ventured to lift up their voice 
against it were denounced as  pestilent and fana- 
tical enthusiasts. And how did it fare with the 
great truths and duties of natural religion before 
the glorious light of Christianity arose on the 
benighted nations? I t  is undeniable that the 
mass of mankind everywhere were sunk in the 
grossest idolatry and superstition, their gods 
being often no better than patrons and imper- 
sonations of the most flagrant vices ; while shock- 
ing immoralities, of which it is unseemly to speak, 
were not only practised without shame, but in 
some cases openly vindicated and commended. 
Now it was doubtless one of the purposes of 



LECT. Iv. Christianity to rectify these aberrations of the - i 
human faculties. And hence, surely, it cannot 1 
with any justice be maintained that those very 
errors which revelation was meant to correct, and 
to which on that account it was necessarily op- 
posed, might be reasonably adduced as witnessing , 

against its truth. 
J 

I t  may be said, indeed, that our own rational 
and moral faculties, though not by any means ; 
perfect and unerring standards, are yet the only 
standards of truth and rectitude which we possess ; 
and hence that we are necessitated to employ 
them in judging of a professed revelation, unless 
we are prepared to become the dupes of any 
deceiver who, in the name of God, might call 
upon us to believe a lie. 

This statement is very just; but it does not 
affect our present argument. For we are not 
pleading for anything so preposterous as the utter 
abnegation of our facukies in judging of the claims 
of a professed revelation from God. We are 
simply advocating ,peat caution and scrz@z~Zosily 
in adopting any unfavourable judgments which 
these faculties may be ready to  suggest respect- 
ing some of the doctrines of*a professed revela- 
tion which is in other respects authenticated by 
the strongest proofs, both external and internal, of 
its divine origin. And this scrupulous caution 
we are urging as especially needful with reference 



to those religious doctrines which are proposed to LECT. IV. 

us as pure matter of revelation-such as the Trin- 
ity, the Incarnation, and the Atonement,-doc- 
trines of which we can know nothing beyond what 
may be revealed, and which, at the same time, are 
of so transcendental a nature as far to exceed our 
powers of comprehension. 

I t  must be admitted that no doctrine falling 
within the range of our knowledge and the grasp 
of our intellect can be expected to meet with our 
acceptance, if it be directly and palpably incon- 
sistent with what our reason in its deliberate ex- 
ercise shows to be true, or with what our con- 
science by its clear, calm, and unbiassed verdict 
declares to be right. But if the doctrine have 
reference to matters concerning which, if unre- 
vealed, we have no independent knowledge what- 
soever-matters, a t  the same time, connected 
with a far-reaching and complex scheme of the 
divine administration which the doctrine touches 
in but one of its constituent parts-it is surely 
well for us to distrust our own judgments in 
regard to subjects so far above their sphere, 
rather than cast aside a professed system of re- 
vealed religion commended to us by manifold and 
convincing proofs, the force of which we are fully 
capable of appreciating. 

Besides, it is not the case, so far at least, as the No 
Christian revelation is concerned, that any "direct confl~ct be- 
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LRCT. IV. 

t ween 
Christian- 
ity and 
reason. 

and palpable imnsistency" with the dictates of 
reason or the promptings of conscience, such as 
we have been speaking of, is found in it. Nothing 
is therein articulately proposed to us as true and 
good which our reason and conscience expressly 
declare to be false and evil. The only cases of 
seeming inconsistency with the dictates of our 
natural faculties that can be charged against it 
are of an indirect and inferential kind. They are 
just such seeming inconsistencies as are presented 
by certain exceptional and anomalous facts which 
are undeniably to,-be met with in the works of 
nature and in the course of providence-as, for 
example, the existence of physical and moral 
evil-facts which no man is able to reconcile with 
the fundamental truths of natural religion, but 
which, a t  the same time, no sound theist would 
ever regard as valid and conclusive proofs that 
God cannot be that infinitely wise, and powerful, 
and benevolent, and holy Being which the system 
of the universe, viewed as a whole, proclaims Him 
to be, and which our own intellectual and moral 
faculties, when rightly exercised, impel us to 
believe that He  truly is. 

Christian- The fact is, that the doctrinal system of Chris- 
ity, ususys- 
tern, is re- 

tianity is so far from exhibiting any notable 
markable marks of contrariety to the dictates of our rational 
for its and moral faculties respecting the character of 
with reason, God, with whom it claims to have originated, that 
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on the contrary it is strikingdy remarkable for its LECT. IV. 

cainci&ce with them in all points as to which it inallpoints 

traverses the same ground, and fairly admits of ze',"C:y 
being brought into comparison with them. So befairly 

much is this the case, that a very strong internal 
argument for the divine origin of Christianity may 
be drawn from it. And finding, as we thus do, 
many things in the Christian doctrine which we 
see to be eminently worthy of its divine Author, 
we ought to beware of rashly concluding that other 
things, in which this is not so clearly discernible, 
cannot have proceeded from Him,-especially if 
these last bc pure matter of revelation, of which it 
may be reasonably'presumed that our natural facul- 
ties are less competent to judge. Far more does it 
become us, in such a case, to say, as Socrates did 
of some abstruse things which he could not appre- 
ciate in the writings of Heraclitus, "What I under- Morery's 

Gnnd Dic- stand pleases me well ; and I doubt not that what 
1 do not understand would please me as well-if Historique. 

iii. 139, art. 
I did but understand it ! " I Heraclite. ' 

Nor is it immaterial to consider that some of The myste- 
ries of the the darkest mysteries of revelation are inseparably Gospel 

bound up with its grandest and most precious couldnot 
be severed truths. The great atonement, on which all our fromit 

hope and consolation as sinful creatures are de- without 
carrying 

pendent, is necessarily connected with the un- with them 

searchable mysteries of the Trinity in the Godhead t z  
and the incarnation of the Son of God ; while in truths. 

I 



LECT. IV. itself it involves deep things which the human - 
intellect shall in vain attempt to fathom. The 
like may be said of the work of the Holy Spirit, 
the life of faith, the efficacy of prayer, the resur- 
rection of the dead, and the glory everlasting. 
These all have " secret things" attached to them 
which we cannot explore, and difficulties which we 
are unable to resolve. But what wouId the Gospel ,i 

I be if they were severed from it ? Truly it would , 
be no better than that which Paul denounces 
(though he himself or an angel from heaven should 

~ ~ 1 .  6-9. preach it), as "another Gospel which yet is not 
another," being unworthy of the name, and a mere 
perversion of the Gospel of Christ. Yes ; we can- 
not be cheered by the light which the Gospel 
imparts, without meekly submitting to the dark- 
ness which accompanies it ; for, as Vinet has 

vinetms beautifully remarked, " Each of the mysteries 
of which some persons would tear away from the sys- 

Theology, 
p. 518. tem of our religion would carry with it one of those 

truths that directly concern our regeneration and 
salvation." Be it ours, then, to accept the Gospel 
with all its mysteries, assured that, however per- 
plexing to the intellect, the heart that relies on it 

Cor i. nq. will ever find it to be "the power of God and the 
wisdom of God." 
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