
L E C T U R E  VII. 

UNION O F  THE DIVINE AND THE HUMAN NATURE IN 

THE PERSON OF CHRIST. 

"And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us (and we 
beheld His glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father), 
full of grace and truth. "-St John, i. 14. 

LECT. V I I .  IT is of much importance in our inquiries re- 
- 

Distinction specting the peculiar doctrines of the Christian 
bet"ccn faith, that we do not a t  any time lose sight of the 
discarevies 
and woe- distinction between human discoveries and divi~ze 
Zntions. revel'ations. The formm are things which the in- 

tellect of man has bcen able to find out by its own 
unaided exertions; and whatever has thus been 
ascertained conccrning them, may be capable of 
farther extension and development, beyond any 
limits we can venture to  assign, through the per- 
severing use of the same means which have led to 
the attainment of that knowledge of them which 
we already possess. The Zqtter, again, are things 
which have been ascertained onIy through a super- 
natural disclosure of them by God Himself, and 
of which, accordingly, we can obtain no farther 
knowledge than has been supplied by the divine 
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communication. We cannot mount up to the I,ECT. VII .  

heavenly source from which the revelation has 
' emanated, so as to  draw thence such fuller and 
clearer information respecting them as we may 
desiderate. The limits of the revelation must 
be the limits of our inquiries; and any attempt 
on our part to  pass beyond these limits would 
be alike unavailing and presumptuous. 

Of this distinction an able American preacher 
has given a very appropriate illustration, the sub- 
stance of which I may briefly place before you, 
with some slight modification of the terms in 
which he states it. 

When Christopher Columbus reached America, sermon by 

this was a discovery, made by human enterprise, g;iizs!-; 
such as might afterwards be extended and im- American 

Preacher,' proved upon. Whither this renowned voyager xv. 

had led the way, others might follow ; and, by P. 203. 

prosecuting farther investigations, might obtain 
a much more thorough acquaintance with the ex- 
tent, climate, topographical features, and natural 
productions of the great western world, than was 
possessed by its original discoverer. This, in- 
deed, as we all know, has actually taken place. 
And the consequence has been that, in our own 
times, many a European schoolboy knows much 
more about the continent of America than did 
the sagacious navigator who first shrewdly con- 
jectured, and then established, its existence. 
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L m .  VII. But, when the Apostle Paul was "caught up 
2 C O L  ~ i i .  into the third heavens," and "heard unspeakable 
"8 4. words which it was not lawful to utter," this was ' 

a revelation which God was pleased to make to 
him. Whither Paul had been carried up, no 
mortal man could follow, to see what he had 
seen, and hear what he had heard. And if the 
apostle had been permitted to  describe the ce- 
lestial glories thus unveiled to him, those who 
might wish to ascertain the secrets of that upper 
world would have had only one course to adopt. 
They must, in the first instance, inquire into 
Paul's character for sobriety of mind and in- 
tegrity of principle; and must carefully weigh 
such evidences as he adduced, in the shape of 
miraculous works and prophetic utterances, in 
proof of the divine visions and revelations that 
had been given to him. And, if satisfied with 
these, all else that they could do would be sim- 
ply to interpret the language used in his descrip- 
tions. They could not be warranted to develop 
his revelations by any supplementary excursions 
of their own intellect. Nor could they expcct in 
any way to attain to a farther knowledge of the 
heavenly world described by him, unless God 
should again be pleased to make a fresh reve- 
lation to another Paul. They must be content 
with the record as the apostle had left it, adding 
nothing to it, and taking nothing from it. 
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Now, the Gospel of Christ, in so far as regards LECT. VII. 

those great truths which are peculiar to  it and -- 

distinctive of it, is, most certainly, not a discov- 
ery, but a revelation. These truths are matters 
of which we can know nothing beyond what is 
taught us by those inspired men who were autho- 
rised and commissioned to disclose them to us. 
We cannot go up to that divine source from which 
prophets and apostles derived their knowledge 
of these truths, so as to  obtain a fuller measure 
of acquaintance with them. W e  must simply re- 
ceive them, and be content with them, and make 
the most of them, as set forth in Holy Scripture. 
In other branches of knowledge, which have been 
ascertained and elaborated by the mere efforts of 
human intellect, we may, if we think fit, set aside 
the treatises of those older writers who have long 
ago discussed them, and confine our studies to 
the works of more recent authors who are con- 
versant with these branches in their highest stage 
of modern advancement. But it is not so with 
the peculiar doctrines of a revealed religion. In  
studying these, we must go bac& to  the inspired 
men through whom the revelation was originally 
made, and rigorously test all subsequent exposi- 
tions of it by their agreement with the teaching 
of these its first promulgators. The nearer we 
can get to their mind, or rather to  the mind of 
the Holy Spirit as expressed by them, so much 
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LECT. VII. the better. And instead of aiming at "new de- 
velopments" of their doctrine by any rationalis- 
ing process of our own intellects, we must stead- 
fastly adhere to and "earnestly contend for the 

Jude, 3. faith which was once delivered unto the saints." 

The union These observations are strictly applicable to 
of two na- 
tures in the the doctrine of t h  Tri~ziQ, which formed the sub- 
personof ject of my last lecture. And they are no less 
Christ. applicable to another great mystery, on which 

I now propose to offer a few remarks; namely, 
the union of two distinct natures, the divitze and 
the human, in the oneperson of yesus Christ. 

This also is a matter with reference to which 
we could have had no knowledge without revela- 
tion, and can have no true knowledge bt.yolzd it. 
The light from on high is here our only safe 
guide. So far as that light leads us on, we may 
boldly go ; but so soon as it fails us, our onward 
advances must be alike unwarranted and pre- 
carious. 

In treating of this subject, it is first of all neces- 
sary to consider the revealed fact, that divinity and 
humanity were truly united in the person of our 
Saviour. 

Humanity The'real and complete humanity of our Lord, 
O' consisting of a true body and a reasonable soul, 

was disputed long ago by some ancient heretics, 
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but has been for many ages universally admitted. LECT. VII: 

Nor, indeed, is it possible to deny it without 
- 

setting at naught the plainest statements of Holy 
Writ. Both by himself and by others is the 
Saviour expressly and habitually spoken of as 
a mart. He is represented as possessing the 
form, the features, the organs, the faculties, and 
the emotions of a human being; as "born of a cal ,  

woman," "taking part of flesh and blood," " in- Heb. ii. 
Luke, ii. 

creasing in wisdom and in stature ; " as sustaining 52; ii. Sr. 

human relationships and performing the duties 
which belong to them ; as "not ashamed to call Heb. ii. ; 
us brethren ;" as capable of being "touched with iv, 15. 

the feeling of our infirmities ;" as "tempted in 
all points like as we are, yet without sin." We 
are told of Him also, that H e  hungered and Matt. xxi. 

thirsted, that He  slept and waked, that He sor- ;thn,.iv. r. 
rowed and rejoiced, that H e  was " moved with Matt. vlii. 

compassion," that He  " marvelled," that H e  "was :$v%5is. 
much displeased," that He  "groaned in spirit and Lukes X. 21. 

Matt. ix. 
was troubled ; " that H e  " sighed," and "wept," 36. 

and "suffered," and "died." These, and such- :az,::9. 

like Scriptural statements with respect to Him, 14. 

afford us just as good grounds for being satisfied John, ". 
33, 35. 

that the Lord Jesus Christ was really and truly Mark, v i i i .  

man, as we have for the veritable humanity of FHtt,XXvii, 
Abraham, or of Moses, or of Paul, or of any other 26-50. 
human being who is mentioned in the Scrip- 
tures. 
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IXCT. VII. 
- 

Divinity of 
Christ. 

On the other hand, we have no less abundant 
evidence that the Lord Jesus Christ was truly 
and properly God. For, not to speak of those 
numerous passages in which the distinctive names, 
titles, attributes, works, and worship, pertaining 
to  God alone, are ascribed to Him by the sacred 
writers, we find many actions done and many 
statements uttered by our Lord Himself, which 
cannot otherwise be justified or accounted for 
than on the supposition of His divinity. The 
most stupendous miracles are wrought by Him, 
not, like those of other messengers from heaven, 
in acknowledged dependence on any superior 
Being, but with the conscious majesty of One 
who knew and felt that all power was resident 
in Him. His instructions are delivered with a 
supreme authority and self-assertion, by which 
H e  is remarkably distinguished, not only from 
the Jewish scribes and teachers of His own day, 
but from all the divinely inspired prophets who 
went before Him, and from all the apostles and 
evangelists who succeeded Him. His invitations 
and promises, again, are not more expressive of 
the warmth of His love and the freeness of His 
mercy, than of His felt sufficiency to supply the 
utmost wants and to realise the highest hopes of 
all who put their trust in Him. While ever and 
anon there are characters assumed and claims 
advanced by Him of the most surpassing great- 
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ness, such as no created being, however exalted, I,ECT. VII .  - 
could arrogate to himself without impiety and 
presumption ; as when H e  declares that He  is 
"the light of the world," "the resurrection and John, viii. 

the life, " the "Judge of all nations," " greater :y.;25. 
than the temple of God," "Lord even of the Matt. xsv. 

Sabbath-day ; " that " H e  and His Father are 
one," that "those who have seen Him have seen John, 30; 

XlV. 9 ;  
the Father," that "all things that the Father hath .~. 
are His," and that "all men must honour the Son V. 23. 

even as they honour the Father." 

Taking into account, then, these several and ~ h r i s t  both 
God and widely dissimilar representations of the Saviour, ,,,. 

which are with equal clearness set before us in 
the Word of God, we are unavoidably led to  the 
conclusion that, if the Scriptures be true, divinity 
and humanity must in some way-by us incom- 
prehensible-have been united in Him. And this 
conclusion is fully justified by a reference to cer- 
tain passages of Holy Scripture which present to  
us in one view His divine and His human natures, 
as when we are told of the everlasting Word, 
who "was in the beginning with God and was John, i. 

God ;" that " the Word was made flesh, and dwelt 14' 

among us ;" that "God sent forth His Son made Gal. ir. 4. 

of a woman ;" that "of the race of Israel, as con- Rom. ix. 5. 

cerning the flesh, Christ came, who is over all, 
God blessed for ever;" and that " Christ ~ e & s ,  



LECT. VII. being in the form of God, thought it not robbery 
Philip. ii. to be equal with God ; but made Himself of no '. reputation, and took upon Him the form of a 

servant, and was made in the likeness of men." 

How this union was formed, or in what manner 
it subsists, is a question which we are not a t  all 
concerned to agitate. For utterly vain and pre- 
sumptuous must be the attempt to pry into this ' 

unsearchable mystery further than God has been 
pleased to disclose it to us. 

Theone Some have proposed to explain the union of 
nature not 
absorbed In 

the divine with the human nature in the person of 
or mixed Christ by holding that the one was absorbedin the 
with the 
sther. other, or that the two were so JZcnded or mixed 

together as to form only one nature arising from 
their combination. I need scarcely observe, how- 
ever, that this attempted solution is altogether 
a t  variance with the facts which it is meant to 
explain. In  many passages of Scripture we find 
the Lord Jesus spoken of as truly and properly 
God - the highest attributes of divinity being 
ascribed to Him without the slightest deduction 
or qualification ; while in many other passages 
we find Him spoken of as no less truly and 
properly man; and, with the exception of sin, 
from which He was entirely free, He  is in the 
same unqualified manner described as partaking 
of all human limitations and infirmities. But 
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neither of these representations would be true, on LEC+VII. 

the supposition that the two natures were com- 
mingled. For in that case H e  would neither be 
truly God nor truly man, but somewhat of an 
intermediate or composite order between the two. 

Others, in their vain attempt to solve this great Christ had 

mystery, have had recourse to the supposition of 
a twofoIdpemnaZi~ in the Saviour,-holding that ality. 

the Son of God, when H e  became incarnate, 
united Himself to "the man Christ Jesus," and 
that the union between these two persons was 
somewhat the same in kind with that which is 
constituted by the indwelling of the Holy Spirit 
in believers, although doubtless much more in- 
timate and indissoluble. This notion also is at  
variance with the facts of the case. For, so far 
as we are taught in Scripture, the human nature 
of our Lord never had any existence by itself as 
a distinct and separate person. I t  existed from 
the first, and still continues to exist, in union with 
the divine nature of the Son of God, and no 
otherwise. The incarnation, therefore, is not at  
all the case of one person joining himself to 
another person ; but the case of one person, 
possessed of the divine nature, assuming the 
nature and attributes of humanity into union 
with those of divinity which had previously per- 
tained to Him. 

How this was done, it mould very ill become 
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LECT. VII. US, in the silence of revelation, to conjecture. 
But, that it was done, is the plain doctrine of the 
Scriptures. They everywhere speak of the Saviour 
as one person, although they ascribe to Him, in 
His incarnate state, such a union of human with 
divine attributes as is nowhere else to be found in 
one person. In some passages they represent 
Him as divine, while in other passages they 
represent Him as human; but both of these 
representations are applicable to one and the 
same person, Jesus Christ our Lord. Nay, some- 
times, when H e  is denominated by one or other 
of His divine titles, we find things said of Him 
which are only attributable to His human nature, 

I COL ii. -as when we read that " tAe Lord of glory was 
crucified ;" and sometimes also, when He is 
denominated by one or other of His human 
titles, we find things said of Him which are only 
attributable to His divine nature, as when "the 

John, iii. So8 of Man " is said to have "come down from 
13. heaven." This "communion of attributes," as it 

has been called -when things which properly 
pertain to the one nature are ascribed to Christ 
when designated with reference to the other 
nature - evidently implies t h  sameness of the 
person to whom both classes of names and attri- 
butes equally belong, and who, as possessing 
both, may have the one in combination with the 
other appropriately assigned to Him. 
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Accordingly, we hold ourselves entitled to nega- LECT. VII. 

tive those unscriptural theories respecting, the while 
incarnation to which I have referred, as being at  G::;;:'' 
variance with the revealed truth which they seek ral theories, 

to  explain. But in doing so we are certainly not Eef,","ti- 
entitled to substitute for them any afirmatizle them no 

affirmative 
theory of our own devising. For it is simply theory. 

the fact of this wonderful union of divinity with 
humanity in the person of our Saviour that is 
set forth in Scripture as the object of our faith. 
Respecting the manner of the fact, or the explana- 
tion to be given of it, we have nothing revealed to 
us, and consequently we are not required to form 
any opinion or to entertain any belief. Nay, so 
far are we from being required to do so, that we 
are not warranted to push our inquiries into a 
subject which so far exceeds our means of know- 
ledge and our powers of thought, farther than we 
have the clear light of revelation to instruct and 
guide us. 

I cannot help viewing it, indeed, as matter of Creeds 
of the regret that we should be called to express even a Churches 

~zegative opinion upon such a subject. When we as to union 
of natures 

read those statements respecting the union of in chfist. 

divinity with humanity in the Saviour's person, . 
which are set forth in the doctrinal standards of Confession 

our own and of other Churches, such as "that OfFaith' chap. viii. 
two whole, perfect, arzd disti,zct natures, the God- S 2. 



IXT. VII. head and the manhood, were inseparab& joined 
toge4her in one person, wi tbut  conversion, com- 

$u.sition, or  cozfzxsion, which person is very God 
and very ma~z, yet one Christ, the only mediator 
between God and man," the thought is apt to 
arise, that surely, in framing such statements as  
these, the process of analysing and methodising 
revealed truths has been carried beyond its 1 
legitimate and proper bounds. The subject to ' 
which these statements refer may seem to be a t  ' 

once too sacred and too mysterious to be thus 
dealt with. 

It ought to be remembered, however, in vindi- 
cation of those ancient councils of the Church 
catholic from which these expositions of the , 

Scriptural doctrine originally emanated, that they 
were not actuated when thus expressing them- 

' 

selves by any gratuitous desire on their own part 
to  intermeddle with subjects of so transcendental 
a nature, but by the necessity under which they 
lay of testifying against certain rash and unwar- 
ranted theories which appeared to themselves, 
and to the general mind of Christendom, to be 
utterly opposed to the doctrine of the Word of 
God One speculative sect in ancient times main- 
tained that the person of Christ consisted only of 
the divine nature inhabiting, after the manner of 
a soul and instead of a soul, His human body ; 
another that His body was a mere phantom or 
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visionary appearance ; a third, that His divine LECT. VII. 

and His human nature were blended together 
so as to form only one nature of a mixed or 
composite kind by their combination ; a fourth, 
that the two natures were so distinct as to  consti- 
tute two separate persons, though presenting out- 
wardly but one rp6uwrov or bodily aspect. I n  
these circumstances no fault surely is to be found 
with those ancient councils of the Church, by 
which such rash speculations were condemned-in 
so far a t  least as the decrees of these councils 
were restricted to a sinzple negation of the views 
which they repudiated, without venturing to sub- 
stitute any positive solution of the incomprehen- 
sible mystery in their room. We are naturally Seecony- 

disposed, indeed, to feel that on such a subject ,,","c'sLec 
a readiness simply to receive the teachings of p. 403. 

Holy Scripture is the proper frame of mind for 
Christians to  maintain, instead of attempting 
any such minute analysis or logical definition as 
would seem to imply a far more thorough com- 
prehension of the subject than our faculties are 
able to reach. But still we ought to remember 
that such an attempt did not originate with the 
great body of orthodox believers, but was, on the 
contrary, absolutely forced upon them by the rash 
and presumptuous speculations of those who dif- 
fered from them. And when it is farther consid- 
ered that the decisions of the ancient Church as 

0 
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LECT. VII. substantially embodied in our own Confession of 
Faith, as  well as in the articles of other Reformed 
Churches, are, as  to this subject, altogether nega- 
tive, and that no such thing as a pdsitive explana- 
tion of the hypostatical union is contained in 
them,-we can see no cause for bringing against 
them those charges of dogmatism and presump- 
tion with which they have sometimes been as- 
sailed. They do not intrude into things which 
are unrevealed, or affect a further insight into 
revealed truths than that which the teachings of 
Scripture have afforded them. They simply 
apply to the dogmas which they negative, those 
statements of Scripture with which they hold 
these dogmas to be inconsistent. But, as regards 
the great fact of the incarnation, they leave it 
precisely as they found it in the Word of God, 
without any attempt to divest it of that mysteri- 
ousness in which, to the human mind, it ever must 
remain enveloped. 

The Mysterious, however, as this doctrine confessedly 
is, we ought, not the less on that account, to cling 

though a 
great mys- t o  it as  " a  faithful saying, and worthy of all ac- 
tery, is 
highly im- ceptation." We must not think of it as if it were 
portantand a mere mystery, serving no end but to humble and 
very pre- 
cious. perplex us. For it is, a t  the same time, a highly 

important truth, essentially bearing on the things 
which belong to our peace, and greatly contribut- 
ing to our comfort and edification. 
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I shall not, for the present, dwell on its insep- LECT. VII. 

arable connection with that revealed scheme of 
- 

mediation and atonement which forms the only 
sure foundation of a sinner's hope, because I shall 
have occasion to consider this aspect of it in a 
subsequent lecture. But there are two other 
lights in which it may be regarded, to which I 
would now solicit your attention. 

I. In the$rst place, this doctrine is inestimably ~t affords a 

precious, as affording us a clearer and fuller mani- clearer and 
fuller mani- 

festation of the invisible God than can otherwise festation or 

be attained by us. God than 
we can 

All who have seriouslv made the trial must otherwise 
attain. have felt how exceedingly vague and unimpres- 

sive are the conceptions of God suggested to 
them by any metaphysical spcculations on His 
attributes, or by any inferences drawn from a 
contemplation of the works of His hands and 
the ways of His providence. Whatever may be 
the amount of information which may by such 
means be ascertained concerning Him, H e  still 
is, in many respects, what the altar at  Athens 
declared Him to be, "the unknown God." Im- ~ c t s ,  xvii. 

penetrable darkness hides Him from our view. 23' 
Inaccessible distance places Him beyond our 
reach. When we speak or think of Him, there 
rises up before us some dim and shadowy image 
of incomprehensible excellence and majesty. But 
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LECT. VII. we find it difficult to give anything like reality 
-- 

or (so to speak) solidity to our notions of Him, 
as the veritable and living God, with whom we 
have to do. 

Accordingly, mankind have sought in all ages 
for some more satisfactory manifestation of the 
Deity than with all their efforts they were able 
to attain. They have striven in this respect, as 

~ c t s ,  xvii. Paul expresses it, to "seek the Lord, if haply 
27. they might feel after Him, and find Him." And 

some such vague longing has often been ex- 
perienced by them, as that which was expressed 

John, xi\. by Philip, when He  said to Jesus, "Lord, show 
8. us the Father, and it sufficeth us." Indeed, that 

tendency to idolatry which men in every age 
and nation have so frequently displayed, though 
mainly arising from other and more exception- 
able causes, may not improbably have been 
strengthened by their yearning desire that the 
object of their worship should, as far as possible, 
be set forth in vivid and palpable reality to their 
contemplation. 

How excellent a provision has been made for 
meeting these deep-felt longings of the human 
soul in that great mystery of the incarnation of 

John, i. 18. the Son of God ! Although "no man hath seen 
God at any time; the only-begotten Son, who 
is in the bosom of the Father, H e  hath declared 
Him." And how hath H e  "declared Him"? 
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Not merely by verbal descriptions or speculative LECT. VII. 

disquisitions, but by an embodiment of the divine 
nature in human form. For " He is the image of col. i. 

the invisible God ;" and "in Him dwelleth all li. 9. 

the fulness of the Godhead bodily." Deity is 
found in Him, not as a dim abstraction, eluding 
our grasp, and fleeting from our gaze ; but as a 
living reality, on which the mind may fasten its 
thoughts and centre its affections. And when 
our souls are cast down within us, under a sense 
of our inability to know Him so fully, to think 
of Him so steadily, and to walk with Him so 

' closely and habitually, as we fain would do, we 
need but to look in faith to our Immanuel, in 
whom the Word of Life "was made flesh, and John, i. 14. 
dwelt among us," and to pray that "the veil may I Cor, iii. 

be taken from our hearts," so that "the light of ;:;, 
the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of 
Jesus Christ may shine unto us." 

But this is not all. For in seeking to be ac- 
quainted with God, the great thing to be aimed 
at is to ascertain, not so much what He  is in 
Himself, as what He is to us, how He  stands 
affected towards us, what are His dispositions 
with respect to us. Now, as to this matter, all 
the knowledge that can be derived, either from 
the intimations of our own faculties or from the 
verbal declarations of Holy Scripture, is by no 
means so satisfactory as we desiderate. For 



LW. VII. when we read of the infinite and eternal God as 
"loving us," "caring for us," " moved with com- 
passion towards us," as  earnestly pleading and 
tenderly remonstrating with us, as angry with 
our sins, grieved for our miseries, deeply con- 
cerned for our infirmities And distresses,-we can- 
not throw off the chilling impression that such 
representations are no better than $gures of 
speech; that there is not, and cannot be, any 
literal reality in them ; and that it is only when 
speaking after the manner of men, and by way 
of accomnlodation to the weakness of our under- 
standing~, that any such transference can be made 
to the divine mind of the sentiments and emotions 
of the human heart. 

Here, then, it is that the great fact of the 
incarnation comes alike seasonably and effec- 
tually for our relief and comfort. I t  shows us 
divinity through the medium of humanity-look- 
ing upon us with the familiar aspect of a human 
countenance-speaking to  us with the kindred 
tones of a human voice-dwelling among us with 
the intimacy of a human fellowship-feeling with 
us as  well as for us with all the congenial sym- 
pathy of a human heart. I t  sets before us One 
in the brotherhood of our own species-bone of 
our bone and flesh of our flesh-in whose person 
the infinite attributes of God are united with all 
the most excellent qualities and all the most 
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, tender sensibilities of a perfect man ; so that, LECT. VII. 

when we read of Him as glowing with love, or 
p 

melting with grief, or moved with pity, or other- 
wise touched with human sentiments and emo- 
tions, there need be no cold deduction made from 
such statements on the score of anthropomor- 
phism or any other figure of speech; but they 
may be unreservedly interpreted in all their lit- 
eral reality and precious significancy. 

And truly it would not be easy in this respect 
to overrate the importance of that manifestation 
of the invisible God which is made to us in the 
person of our Saviour. Not only is it most help- 
ful to the intellect in forming a clear apprehen- 
sion of the divine character, but it is most cheer- 
ing and comforting to the heart. When we trace 
the records of the Saviour's history while He  
dwelt on earth, and "went about doing good ;" AC~S,  X. 38. 

when we read of Him healing the sick, teaching 
the ignorant, reclaiming the sinful, comforting the 
afflicted, inviting the weary and heavy laden to 
come to Him that their souls might be a t  rest; 
when we see how meekly He  endured the contra- 
diction of sinners, how patiently He  bore with 
the dull and the doubting, how graciously H e  
welcomcd the returning penitent, how tenderly 
He wept over the obdurate and incorrigible; 
when we think of Him taking up little children 
to caress and bless them, or pausing in His 
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1-ECT. V11. journey to revive a widow's only son, or braving 
the misrepresentations of the bystanders while 
H e  spake peace to the soul of " a  woman that was 
a sinner," or condescending to  wash His disciples' 
feet, or kindly excusing the weakness of their 
willing hearts when in His agony they slept 
instead of watching with Him, or praying with 
His latest breath for those who crucified Him ; 
and when we bear in mind that, exalted as H e  
now is a t  the right hand of the Majesty in the 
heavens, H e  has still the same affinity to our 
nature and the same capacity to be touched with 
our infirmities ;-it is surely a source of inexpres- 
sible encouragement and consolation to reflect, 
that the person of whom such things can be 
affirmed, is no other than that august and majestic 
Being to whom every knee must bow and every 
tongue confess ; that Being on whom we are 
invited to cast all our cares and to rest all our 
hopes for time and for eternity; that Being in 

E P ~ .  i 22. whose hands, as "Head over all things to His 
Church," the sceptre of universal government has 

j~hn, 21. been placed-and by whom, as having " all judg- 
ment committed to Him," the secrets of every 
heart shall be tried, and the final doom of all 
flesh shall be appointed. Now, for all this en- 
couragement and comfort we are indebted to that 
"great mystery" of the union of the human with 
the divine nature in the person of Christ. And 
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hence we may venture to say, that though this LECT. VII. 

doctrine were tenfold more mysterious than it is, 
we should have great cause to be thankful for the 
disclosure of it, as being a precious truth, most 
worthy of God to reveal, and no less worthy of 
every reflecting man with all his heart and soul 
to cling to. 

2. But, in th secondplace, Christ, as uniting the Christ a s  

human with the divine nature in His adorable ::n2the 
person, is not only the most perfect manifestation onlypcrfect 

of the invisible God, but, a t  the same time, the restoration 
of true and 

on& pe~fect restoration of true, comnplete, orkinal primitive 
humanity. humanity which ever since the Fall has been 

exhibited to the world. In this, as well as in 
other respects, He is our "second Adam." Man- 
hood, in its primal integrity and untainted ex- 
cellency, belongs to Him alone. And H e  is em- 
phatically the Man for all mankind-the model 
Man-the representative Man,-alone fitted to be, 
without exception or qualification, the object of 
faith, and hope, and love, and honour, and imita- 
tion to all His brethren. 

All other specimens of humanity that have 
appeared on earth have, at  the best, been defec- 
tive and fragmentary. Not to speak of evil 
dispositions and besetting sins, from which no 
ordinary child of Adam's race is ever exempted, 
we seldom find, even among those whom we are 



LECT. VII. wont to esteem as the excellent ones of the earth, - 
a person who is particularly distinguished by 
more than one or two high qualities or attain- 
ments ; and never do we find one who does not 
lack something of that which a perfectly good 
and great man ought to possess. I t  would be 

see Christ against all our experience of human nature, as  
andchris- now constituted, if the whole or any considerable 
tianity, by 
Dr W. L. portion of the virtues which we admire in different 
~ ~ ~ d e r ~  individuals, were in their full perfection combined- 
chap. i. together in the same character. I t  usually hap- 

pens, too, when men are distinguished by any 
particular quality in a remarkable degree, that 
that quality takes such entire possession of their 
minds, and gives so inordinate a bias to their 
dispositions, as  to interfere with the due develop- 
ment of other qualities-especially of such as are 
in some respects dissimilar to it. A person of 
strict and undeviating rectitude is frequently 
deficient in kindliness and generosity; while he 
whose heart glows with the warmth of benevolent 
feeling, is apt to indulge it to  the prejudice of the 
claims of justice. The man of keen sagacity and 
of firm decision is too often cold and callous in 
his sympathies ; while, on the other hand, the man 
of ardent temperament may be wanting in judg- 
ment, caution, and stability. Dignity of deport- 
ment is apt to be accompanied by an inaccessible 
haughtiness and reserve ; while gentleness, hu- 
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*ility, and open-hearted frankness, are often con- LECT. VII. 

joined with a want of proper self-respect. In  
short, there is no such thing to be met with 
among any of the ordinary descendants of fallen 
Adam as a perfect and unbroken development of 
humanity as it came a t  first from the creative 
hand of God. 

Once, and but once in all earthly history, since 
the time when the first fallen pair were expelled 
from Eden, has One dwelt among us in fashion of 
a man, who was "holy, harmless, undefiled, and Heb. vii. 

separate from sinners," and in whom all the high- 
est qualities that can adorn and dignify our moral 
nature were fully developed and harmoniously 
combined. Majesty and humiIity-firmness and 
gentleness-zeal and discretion-patience and sen- 
sibility-the most commanding dignity and the 
most affable condescension-piety that rose to the 
the loftiest heights of devotion, and charity that 
stooped to the lowliest acts of kindness-purity of 
heart that shrank from the approach of sin, and 
the most tender consideration for human errors 
and infirmities ; these and suchlike rare combina- 
tions of all that is just, and excellent, and holy, 
were beautifully united in the character and ex- 
hibited in the life of "the man Christ Jesus." 
Each quality was free from its proximate defect ; 
each was accompanied with its seemingly oppo- 
site virtue ; and all alike were developed in their 
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LECT. VII. fullest extent, arranged in the most perfect sym- 
metry, and balanced in the justest equipoise or 
proportion, so as to form a combination of varied 
excellences that may be truly described as "alto- 
gether lovely." 

In  this respect the mystery of the incarnation 
is fraught with important and salutary instruction. 
I t  shows us, on the one hand, how far we have 
degenerated from the primal uprightness and 
rectitude of our moral nature, by setting before - 
us in contrast with our present condition, a living 
representation of what man originally was, before 
sin had ruined and depraved him. And it shows 
us, on the other hand, to what we shall a t  last 
attain, if we faithfully follow Christ and seek to 

I John, iii. be conformed to Him. For, though "it doth not , 
3' yet appear what we shall be, yet we know that, 

when He shall appear, we shall be like Him, for 
we shall see Him as H e  is." And surely "every 
man who hath this hope in Him," must be led to 
"purify himself, even as He is pure." 
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