
L E C T U R E  VII I .  

THE DOCTRINE O F  THE ATONEMENT. 

"This is my blood of the new testament, which is shed for 
many, for the remission of sins."-Matt. xxvi. 28. 

AFTER having sought to make good the general LECT. 
VIII. 

position, that "doctrines which have mystery con- 
nected with them are not to be regarded as in- 
credible on that account, or as unworthy of a place 
in a revealed religion," I endeavoured in my last 
two lectures to apply the arguments by which 
this general position may be supported, to two 
of those essential articles of the Christian faith 
which have been commonly objected to on the 
ground of their mysteriousness: namely (I), the 
existence in the unity of the Godhead of the three- 
fold plurality of Father, Son, and Holy Spirit ; 
and (2) the union of the divine and human natures 
in the person of Christ. 

I now proceed to apply the same arguments to 
the doctrine of Holy Scripture with respect to the 
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LECT. 
VIlI. 

The doc- 
trine of tile 
Atone- 
ment. 

vicarious suferi?zgs and death of the SOB of God as 
a sacrz3ce a d  satisfactiofz for the sins of men-or, 
as it may be summarily called, the doctrine of the 
Atonement; which has generally and justly been 
esteemed as the great central truth of the Chris- 
tian revelation. 

This doctrine has been assailed on various 
other grounds besides that with which, for the 
present, we are exclusively concerned. I t  has 
been alleged against it, for example, that no 
atonement is necessary to secure pardon for peni- 
tent transgressors ; and that any such atonement 
as the doctrine implies would derogate from the 
divine justice, from the divine benevolence, and 
from other adorable perfections of the character 
of God. T o  these allegations, however, we could 
not now advert without an unwarrantable digres- 

The Atone- sion from the subject before us. The sole objec- 
tion to  the atonement which we have now t o  

jected to 
as being consider, is that which assails it on the ground of 
mysterious. its mysteriousness, or as being to a great extent 

beyond our comprehension? " The substitution 
of an innocent person for the guilty, to bear the 
penal consequences of their sins, in order that 
they, in consideration of his vicarious suffering, 
may be exempted from them, is," we are told, 

1 The substance of this lecture is taken from the author's treatise 
on ' The Doctrine of Holy Scripture respecting the Atonement' 
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a an arrangement of which we are unable to discern 
fie equity or propriety. Even if we be not 
warranted to say that it is #erc$tib@ a t  variance 
with the divine attributes, we are certainly war- 
ranted to say that it is not, so far as we are able 
to see, in accordance with them. I t  is a great 
mystery, in any view that may be taken of it. 
We cannot satisfactorily explain the grounds on 
which it rests, the reasons which may have led to 
the adoption of it, or the cfficacy with which it 
is attended. And hence," say the objectors, "we 
cannot be expected to yield to it our full, intelli- 
gent, and hearty assent." 

LECT, 
VIII. 

I. In meeting this objection, it is first of all Inwhat re- 

necessary to consider, i n  what respect it is fuiriy 
appZicabZe to the A toaement; in other words, What fairly appli- 

cable to the there is of mystery about the matter, for which Atone- 

the Atonement may be justly held accountable. ment? 

For it is very evident that no objection can with 
reason or fairness be taken to this doctrine in 
respect of mysteries which do not properly arise 
out of it, and which would not be removed or 
lessened by the denial of it. The doctrine can 
only be held answerable for those mysteries which 
the affirmation of it may be said to create, and 
which, apart from the affirmation of it, would 
have no existence. 

Now there are two things connected with the 
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L.w. atonement, for which, ifz t,'t~zselues consideyed, it 
VIII. - cannot be said to be accountable : namely (I), 

the infliction of unmerited sufferings on Jesus 
Christ; and ( 2 )  the bestowal of unmerited pardon 
on transgressors. Whatever mystery there may 
be in these things, whm viewedapnrt, the doctrine 
of the atonement cannot be justly charged with 
it, inasmuch as that mystery exists irrespectively 
of the doctrine. If the holy Jesus was subjected 
to sevcre sufferings, then it is a fact that He  was 
treated otherwise than H e  deserved-no matter 
for what purpose these sufferings may have beert 
inflicted. And if the transgressors of God's law 
obtain pardon at all, then it is a fact that they 
are thereby treated otherwise than they deserve- 
no matter on what ground or through what means 
that pardon may be conferred upon them. For 
these two facts, accordingly, and for anything 
mysterious involved in them when each of the 
two is considered by itself, the doctrine of the 
atonement is not to be held responsible, because 
they are not to be got rid of by the denial of that 

The objec- doctrine. It is only for the causal con~zection de- 
:;'',:?E: m e n  t le  two, and for whatsoever mysteries may 
In SO iar as be involved in this connection, that any relevant, 
regards the 
causal con- charge can be brought against the atonement in 
nection respect of our being unable to explain the prin- 
between the ciples on which it rests, the reasons which have 
of Christ led to  it, or the efficacy with which it is attended. 
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The difficulty to be solved is,-not how it came LECT. 
VIII. 

to  pass that both the Saviour and the redeemed 
and the 

sinner are treated otherwise than they deserve, ,d,ion of 

when the one is subjected to sufferings and the believers. 

other receives forgiveness and favour-but how 
it came to pass that the unmerited sufferings of 
the one are deemed, in the judgment of God, a 
sufficient ground for the bestowal of unmerited 
blessings on the other. 

2. With the view of solving this difficulty, if Analogies 
adduced to possible, there are some apparent analogies which the 

have been adduced from the course of divine mystery are 
unsatisrac- 

providence, and from the ordinary transactions of 
men, as serving to illustrate the principle of sub- 
stitution ; but which, it must be confessed, are far 
from being satisfactory. 

I t  is true that nothing is more common than for 
men to obtain important benefits, and to be de- 
livered from serious evils, through the agency and 
intervention of their fellow-men; insomuch that a 
great part of the administration of human affairs 
under the divine government may be said to be 

carried on by a system of mediation. This, how- 
ever, merely shows it to be consistent with the 
course of things which God has established in the 
visible world, that Christ should have been em- 
ployed as an intermediate agent to improve the 
condition and promote the happiness of mankind 

P 



226  T H E  MYSTERIES OF CHRISTIANITY. 

LECT. 
VIII. 

(a thing which might have been done in various 
other ways, without His being offered up as a 
vicarious sacrifice to make atonement for them- 
as, for example, by His promulgating, a t  the cost 
of much personal labour and self-denying devoted- 
ness, a highly beneficent system of religious doc- 
trine) ; but it cannot be held to furnish any exact 
analogy to the offering of Himself as a satisfac- 
tion for sinful men, when H e  "bare their sins in 
His own body on the tree," and "suffered for sins, 
the just for the unjust." 

I t  is also true that the temporal calamities 
which flow from certain sins in the way of natural 
consequence, often extend beyond those by whom 
the sins were actually committed, so as injuriously 
to affect the health or wealth or reputation of 
other persons with whom, in the bonds of social 
life, they are connected. But in all such instances 
there is nothing that can with any propriety be 
considered as "vicarious." For though persons 
thus suffer for sins of which they were innocent, 
it is not with their own free and deliberate con- 
sent, as Christ suffered, but in consequence of 
a state of things which they greatly lament, in- 
stead of acquiescing in it;  and their sufferings 
are so far from alleviating the guilt of those by 
whose misconduct they have been occasioned, 
that, on the contrary, they are serious aggrava- 
tions of it. 
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Again, when a person has given bail for the LECT. 
VIII. 

appearance of one who is charged with a crime, 
or has himself as a hostage for the fulfil- 
ment of a national compact, the penalties inflicted 
on him, in the event of a breach of the engage- 
ment for which he has thus become security, can- 
not be considered as any satisfaction for the mis- 
deeds of the party principally concerned. The 
fugitive criminal is not the less bound to undergo 
his trial if ever he should be apprehended, because 
his surety has already paid the stipulated penalty 
of his attempted evasion ofjustice ; and the treach- 
ery of a nation in the violation of its treaties is 
not held to be in any respect excused or extenu- 
ated by the punishment of its hostages. 

In like manner, when a mutiny is punished by 
decimation, there is no real substitution of the 
innocent for the guilty. The selected victims are 
put to death for their own offences, and not for 
those of their comrades ; and the latter are allowed 
to escape, not in consideration of any atonement 
which the former are held to have offered for 
them, but from a regard to the weakness of human 
governments, which could not afford the loss of 
more of the offenders than those who have been 
singled out for punishment. 

I t  may be said, indeed, that the prevalence of 
sacrifices, and, in particular, that the sin-offerings 
of the Mosaic law, present a clear and unquestion- 
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LECT. 
VIII. 

able analogy to the great propitiation which was 
offered on the cross. But these sacrifices, how- 
ever valuable they may be as confirmatory proofs 
of the truth of the atonement-in which light 
they are unquestionably most valuable-are of 
little or no avail in vindication of its reasonable- 
mss. For those who object to our Lord's sacri- 
fice as mysterious, will probably be inclined to 
advance a like objection against any analogous 
rites by which we may endeavour to illustrate it. 

The same remark applies to certain striking 
instances which are occasionally to be met with 
in ancient history, of generous and devoted men 
who are said to have deliberately laid down their 
lives as substitutes for their fellow-men. For with- 
out discrediting the authenticity of such cases of 
deliberate self-immolation in the room of others, 
it may be objected, that however well they may 
have accorded with the rude notions of justice 
which prevailed in times of old, they do not at all 
accord with those sounder principles on which the 
administration of justice is now conducted ; and 
hence, that by bringing the atonement into com- 
parison with them, we should rather be increasing 
than lessening its mysteriousness. 

Besides these, however, there are other examples 
of self-sacrifice for the good of others, such as needs 
most excite the warm and unqualified admiration 
of every generous mind, which have been adduced 
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as analogies to our great atonement. The 
mother, for example, who watches day and night 
by the bed of her young child smitten with a 
malignant fever, and who lives only SO long as to 
see the child restored, and then herself catches 
the mortal infection and dies ;-the ~ 6 ~ 1 t h  who 
plunges into the deep to save a drowning brother, 
and who, after incredible exertions, reaches him, 
seizes him, and is able only to hold him up till 
other help arrives, and then himself sinks and 
perishes ;-and the physician going deliberately 
into a room where lies a dead body which con- 
tains the secret of some unknown and terrific dis- 
ease, opening the body, discovering the seat and 
nature of the malady, writing down what he had 
discovered, so as to be the means of saving the 
life of hundreds, and then laying himself down 
to die,-these and suchlike instances have been 
appealed to as noble patterns of vicarious suffer- 
ing exhibited by human beings which may help 
US to conceive the higher divine mystery. But 
even to such alleged analogies we may take ex- 
ception, on the ground that the sufferings and 
death endured in them were merely ifzcidentnl 
to those loving exertions in the course of which 
they were encountered, and were not in them- 
selves considered direct4 instr~mefztal in bringing 
about the beneficent result of these exertions. 
The watchful care of the mother, the efforts of the 
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youth, and the researches of the physician, would 
not have been the less advantageous to  those 
who were benefited by them although they had 
not been eventually attended with any such fatal 
consequences to the parties thernselvcs. Whereas, 
on the &her hand, the sufferings and death of 
Jesus are represented in Holy Scripture, not as 
incidental merely, but as essential to His media- 
tion, and as themselves constituting the most pro-- 
minent and important part of that beneficent work 
which was given Him to accomplish. He  did not 
merely suffer and die in tie course of His generous 
and devoted labours i f z  our behav, but it was mainly 
by sz~'pring and dying that H e  obtained for us the 
benefits of redemption, which could not without 
His sufferings and death have been securcd. 

specialtics 3. ,111 default of any satisfactory analogies that 
in OW may be adduced from the course of divine provi- 
Lord's sub- 
stitution dence, or from the ordinary transactions of men, 
which in illustration of the doctrine of the atonement, 
render it 
exceptional some able writers have betaken thernselvcs to the 
and unique. opposite, and, as it seems to me, the much more 

judicious course,-of showing that this doctrine 
is out of a l l  analogy to  anything that can be met 
with in the affairs of men, and that there are re- 
mar1;;able specialties in the case of our Lord's sub- 
stitution in the room of sinners which render it 
altogether exceptional and unipzie, and thereby 
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exempt it from many of those objections to which LECT. 
VIIT. 

other cases of substitution might be liable. - 

(I . )  One of these specialties is, that the substi- rt was 

tution of Christ was sanctioned by the Supyeme yziP"gd 
Head of all authrity and governmetzt. Had it Supren~e 

Lawgiver. 
not been so, the objection might have lain against 
it, that no such commutation of punishment can 
be safely or validly made by private and subordi- 
nate parties acting a t  their own discretion ; and 
that H e  alone can make it from whom the law 
emanates, and to whom the transgressors of the 
law are amenable for those penalties from which 
they are t o  be released. T o  our Lord's substitution, 
however, this objection does not apply ; for it was 
not only with the sanction and approval, but by the 
express appointment, of the Supreme Judge, that 
He gave Himself as a ransom for transgressors. 

(2.) Another specialty in our Saviour's substi- ~t was vol- 

tution is, that it was perfect& voluntary and delibe- untary and 
deliberate. 

rate. Had it been otherwise, all our sentiments 
of equity and justice would have been outraged 
by the subjection of Him to penal sufferings 
which H e  had not deserved. But H e  was a 
willing sufferer. H e  "gave Himself for us." H e  
could say, "I  lay down my life of myself." Nor 
was it by any momentary erithusiasm, or by any 
sudden impulse of generous feeling, of which on 
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L.ECT. cool reflection He might have repented, that He 
VIII. - was led to offer this "sacrifice of Himself," but by 

a fixed purpose, deliberately formed and long 
cherished, from which He  never swerved until He  
had accomplished it. 

The life of (3). A thin2 specialty in the substitution of our 
the Substi- 
tute was en- 

Lord is, that His life was entirely at His own dis- 
tirely at posal Originally independent and self-existent 
His own 
disposal. as the Son of God, He  had taken into union with- 

His divine nature the nature of man; and over 
that human nature, in soul and in body, He  pos- 
sessed an unlimited control. H e  was thus in a 
different position from all created beings, who, 
having received life from the hand of God, are 
bound to retain it until H e  recalls it from them. 
His life was His own. And no law was violated, 
no rights of any other party were infringed, when 
He chose at His own free discretion to surrender 

jobs 18. it. He  could truly say, " I lay down my life of 
myself; I have power to lay it down, and I have 
power to take it again." 

His suffer- (4). A ~OZCY~I'Z specialty is, that our Lord's suf- 
'"gS were fering~ were pure& gratuitous-that is to say, they 
not due 
from Him were not such as He was bound to endure on His 
on His own 
account. own account. He  did not deserve them as a 

, punishment, because He was perfectly free from 
every taint of sin. Neither was He called to 
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submit to them as a duty ; for, being a divine LECT. 
VIII. 

person, equal with the Father, H e  was free from -. 

any personal obligation, such as would have lain 
upon any creature however exalted, to endure 
them in humble obedience to the will of Heaven. 
Accordingly, His sufferings being thus, in so far 
as concerned Himself, altogether szbpererogntory, 
are not liable to the objection, which might other- 
wise have been alleged, against their being made 
available in behalf of those sinful creatures for 
whom H e  underwent them. 

(5.) A jfth specialty in the substitution of Divine and 

Jesus Christ arises from the wonderful cotzstitzdion human na- 
tures united 

of His yeson, in which the divine and the human in His 
person. nature were mysteriously united. By virtue of 

His kuma~z eature, He was not only capable of 
enduring the sufferings and rendering the obedi- 
ence which were due from fallen men ; but He 
stood in such a relation to them as well com- 
ported with the office of their substitute or surety 
which H e  graciously assumed. Like the re- 
deemer under the law, H e  was the near kins- 
man of those redeemed by Him. "Both He Heb. ii. 

11, 17. 
that sanctifieth and they who are sanctified are 
all of one." " Wherefore in all things it behoved 
Him to be made like unto His brethren, that H e  
might be a merciful and faithful high priest, to 
make reconciliation for the sins of the people." 
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LECT. On the other hand, by virtue of His divine 
VIII. - nature, the sufferings He endured, and the obedi- 

ence which He rendered, may be held to have 
been of sufficient consideration, in the sight of 
God, for the redemption of those who should 
put their trust in Him. Or at all events, when 
His divine nature is kept in view, no such objec- 
tion can be taken to His substitution in respect 
of its inadequacy to the gracious purpose to be 
accomplished by it, as might have been plausibly 
urged if He had been of inferior dignity. If, 
indeed, the work of our redemption had been a 
mere commercial transaction, it would not have 
mattered by whom the price was paid; because 
that price would have had the same mercantile 
value, whatever might be the position or char- 
acter of the person by whose liberality it was 
supplied. The case, however, is altogether dif- 
ferent when the work of our redemption is viewed 
as a great nzoral satisfactior to divine justice by 
the substitution, not of things, but of perso7zal acts 
and sufeyings. Here the character and position 
of the substitute are most essential matters to be 
taken into account, as affecting the moral signi- 
ficancy of the substitution. And in the special 
case with which we are concerned, the considera- 
tion that the substitute is a divine person gives to 
the substitution not only a greater degree of sig- 
nificancy than would otherwise have belonged to 
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it, but a totally difeyent kind of significancy from 
that of which it would otherwise have been pos- 
sessed. The divinity of the substitute gives to 
the substitution the character of a personal hom- 
age rendered to the broken law, and a perso~zal 
recognition of the evil desert of sin, by the wry 
Yudge and Lawgiver Himsez by whom the 
penalties of transgression are remitted, far ex- 
ceeding aught that could .have been afforded by 
His infliction of these penalties on those who 
had incurred them. 

LECT. 
VIII. 

(6.) Another specialty that must not be over- The sac- 

looked in the substitution of Christ for those who gys:fori- 
are redeemed by Him is, that it orzlpinated in the ginated in 

the love of love of God to sinful men. I t  is the consequence, God 

and not the cause, of God's willingness to save Father. 

sinners. I n  this light, the Saviour Himself is 
careful to present it to us. Instead of ascribing 
to His Father all the sternness and severity, and 
claiming as His own all the tenderness and com- 
passion, He  takes cspecial pains to impress us 
with the assurance that the purpose of His mis- 
sion was to proclaim the loving message, and to 
execute the loving will, of His Father who is in 
heaven. And as for the apostles, so far are they 
from representing the mediation of Christ as in- 
ducing God to regard sinners with a love and 
pity which He  would not othenvise have felt 
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LECT. towards them, that, on the contrary, they point 
VIII. 

to  the mediation of Christ, and in particular to 
His sufferings and death, as the brightest display 
and most wonderful commendation of God's pre- 
existing love and pity for sinful men that could 
have been afforded. 

Differsin In  this respect there is a mighty difference 
this respect 
fromother between the sacrifice of Christ and all others 
sacrifices. that may be likened to it. In  other sacrifices, 

the victim is provided by the offending party, 
and not by the Deity, whose just anger has been 
provoked ; and is, moreover, some object that is 
precious to the offerer, but no otherwise valuable 
to  the Being to whom it is offered than as indi- 
cating the worth a t  which His favour is appraised. 
In the sacrifice of Christ the case is entirely re- 
versed. Here the victim is unutterably dear and 
inestimably precious to the great God to whom 
He  offers Himself; while, in the eyes of those 
who are to be redeemed by Him, H e  is at the 

I,, liii. time of the offering of no repute-" despised and 
2, 3. rejected of men," and with "no beauty that they 

should desire Him." Nor is He  provided by those 
for whom He suffered, but most freely given to 
them; and given for them by God Hi~nself. For 
"all things are of God, who hath reconciled us to 
Himself by Jesus Christ.'' "God commendeth 
His love towards us, in that while we were yet 
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, sinners, Christ died for us." " God so loved the LECT. 

world that H e  gave His only-begotten Son, that 
whosoever believeth on Him should not perish, 
but have everlasting life." 

We must be careful, then, to view the atone- 
ment in this light. Never let us think of Christ 
as prevailing with God to grant us a salvation 
which H e  was unwilling to bestow, but always 
as the substitute whom God Himself was pleased 
to  provide, because in His great mercy H e  de- 
sired our salvation. I t  was necessary, for reasons 
satisfactory to the divine wisdom, that there should 
be an expiation offered for our transgressions, 
But then, the same God who exacted the atone- 
ment has also provided it. And therefore, how- 
ever much i t  may become us to magnify the love 
of Christ in dying for us, we ought not the less 
to magnify the love of the Father in giving up 
His Son to death on our behalf; for "herein is 
love, not that we loved God, but that He loved 
us, and sent His Son to be the propitiation for 
our sins." 

These considerations are certainly of much 
importance, as serving to show that the substitu- 
tion of Jesus Christ in the room of sinners is in 
many respects uparaZZeZed and mzique, insomuch 
that we cannot try it by the same standard, or 
use with respect to it the same reasonings and 
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LECT. analogies, or urge against it the same plausible 
VIII. - objections, which apply to other actual or sup- 

posable cases of vicarious suffering. 

rt may be p I t  may, however, be doubted whether any or 
doubted 
whether all of the specialties to which we have adverted 
these spe- -serviceable as they may be in the way of obviat- 
cialties 

the ing other difficulties-are of any great avail to- 
mystery. wards removing the chief dzficulty which seems to 

be connectcd with the doctrine of the atonement, 
-that difficulty being satisfuctoriZy to explain th 
connection which God is declared ivz Scripture to 

/uve establixhed between the unmerited sz~feyings of 
Jesus Cizrist and the unmerited pardon of si~tners 
as procz~red by them. 

The only one of the specialties we have noticed 
which seems to have any particular bearing on 
this subject is the assuqbtion of hugnun nature by 
the Son of God. I t  cannot be said, however, that 
the Saviour's incarnation furnishes a complete 
and satisfactory explanation of the efficacy of 
His obedience and sufferings in securing the 
remission of our sins. I t  may, indeed, be viewed 
as a sine qua ~zon, or an indispensable requisite to 
that efficacy, by making Him to be in such a 
sense akin to us, that the sufferings He endured 
and the obedience He rendered were the same ipz 
K i d  with those which are required of us. But it 
does not so identify Him as a personal agent 
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with those whom He  redeemed, that all H e  did I,ECT. 
VIII. 

and all He suffered may be properly and right- - 

fully considered as done and suffered by them, 
irrespective of anything that brings them, as i d -  
vidual and personal agents, into union or com- 
munion with Him. Granting that the obedience 
and sufferings of the Son of God were, by reason 
of His incarnation, the same in Kind as those which 
were required of us, this would not render them 
our obedience and our sufferings. And the ques- 
tion would seem to demand an answer as much 
as ever-How comes it to pass that they are 
dealt with in the judgment of God as tafztamount 
to o6edience rendered and suferings endured by as 
in our own proper jersons ? 

5. I may farther observe, however, that some- Theunion 
of believers what of an approximation towards the solution of . w ~ t h  Christ 

this question may be found in those statements of affords 
something Holy Scripture-not in themselves, it must be like an ap- 

owned, devoid of mystery-which speak of the proximate 
solution union of belieuers with the Saviour. of the 

This union is set forth in various Scriptural mystery. 

similitudes, which show it to be of the closcst and 
most indissoluble kind. It is likened to the union E P ~ .  v. 

between husband and wife ; to the union between ;:2zx7,, 
the vine-branches and their stock ; to the union 1-8. 

Eph. ir. between the members of the human body and the 
16, 

head. In one passage it even seems to be com- 
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LECT. pared to that ineffable union which subsists be- 
v111 tween Christ Himself and the eternal Father in 

~ o h n ,  xvii, the Godhead, when the Saviour thus speaks on 
20, 21. the eve of His last sufferings : Neither pray I for 

these alone, but for them also which shall believe 
on me through their word : that they all may be 
one; as Thou, Father, art in me, and I in Thee, 
that they also may be one in us." 

By virtue of this union it is written of believers, 
John, xv. 4. that "they abide in Christ and He in them ;" 
col. iii. 3. that "their life is hid with Christ in God ; " that 
2 tor. v. if one died for all, then all died ; " that " they 
'4. 
Gal, ii. 20. are crucified with Christ, and live no more them- 
Philip. iii. selves, but Christ liveth in them ; " that " they 
10. know the power of His resurrection and the fel- 

lowship of His sufferings, being made conformable 
col. ii. 12. unto His death ; " that they are ' l  buried with 
E P ~ .  il. Christ and risen with Him ; " that they are "quick- 
5, 6. ened together with Christ, and made to sit to- 

gether in heavenly places in Christ Jesus ;" that 
Eph.iii. 17. " Christ dwells in their hearts by faith ; " that 
E P ~ .  iv. "they grow up in all things into Him who is the 
15' 16' Head, from whom the whole body, fitly joined 

together and compacted by that which every joint 
supplieth, according to the effectual working in 
the measure of every part, maketh increase of the 
body unto the edifying of itself in love." 

Now, may we not say that a union such as this, 
even when every allou7ance has been made for the 
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figurative language used in the description of it, LECT. 
VIII. 

supplies us with one element that may contribute 
in some degree towards an explanation of the con- 
nection between the unmerited sufferings of the 
Saviour and the unmerited blessings thence accru- 
ing to believers? I t  warrants us a t  least to say 
thus much, that the Saviour was not substituted 
for persons with whom He is in no other way 
connected than by His assumption of their com- 
mon humanity ; but for persons who are emphati- 
cally one with Him, as branches with the tree, or 
members with the head,-one, not, indeed, by any 
confusion of their personalities, but yet by an 
intimacy of union and communion which the 
closest of earthly ties are inadequate to represent 
-and specially one with Him in their "fellowship 
with those sufferings " and in their " conformity to 
that death" by which His great work of redemp- 
tion was consummated. 

It may be said, indeed, that our Lord's union 
with believers, which is brought about by the 
agency of the Holy Spirit and through the instru- 
mentality of their faith, bears only on theirpartici- 
Pation i n  t h  bemfits which Christ by His substitu- 
tion has procured, but affords ?zo ground or ration- 
ale for t h  substitution i t s eg  by which in the order 
of things it is preceded. 

It is true, the union of believers with the 
Saviour does bear more immediately on theirfar-  

Q 
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LECT. tic$ation in the benefits of His substitution. But 
VIII. ---- this, as we observed at the outset of our present 

lecture, is the very matter which requires to be 
explained. The difficulty to be solved is, not 
how it comes to pass that both the Saviour and 
the redeemed sinner are treated otherwise than 
they deserve,-butlhow it comes to pass that the 
unmerited sufferings of the one are deemed, in 
the judgment of God, a sufficient ground for be- 
stowing unmerited blessings on the other. What 
we have to look for, then, is some bond of connection 
between the Redeemer and those whom He  re- 
deems, which may help us to apprehend on what 
principle it is that His "dbedience unto death" 
shpuld be applicable for their advantage. And 
surely it is some approximation we have made 
towards arriving a t  this desideratum, when we find 
that believers are represented in the Word of God 
as intimately and vitally united to the Saviour,- 
" abiding in Him, and H e  in them," "growing 
up in all things unto Him who is their Head," 
animated by His spirit, conformed to His like- 
ness, and closely identified with Him in all His 
interests and concernments. 

I t  is also unquestionable that the union of 
believers with Christ is in the order of things 
posterior to His substitution for them. But not 
the less on that account was it all  along provided 
for nvzd proceeded upon in the everlastijzg coz~nseh 
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0 1  God. W e  cannot ignore those express state- ~,ECT. 
VIII. 

ments of Holy Writ, in which believers are said - 
to have been " chosen in Christ before the founda- z: 'S 

tion of the world." Nor can we forget how Christ John, X. 

Himself speaks of them as having been "given '7-"9. 
to Him by His Father," so that H e  "knows 
them" and claims them as His sheep, before as 
yet t k y  have been actual& gathered to Him ; say- 
ing on one occasion, " Other sheep 1 have, which John, X. 16. 

are not of this fold ; them also I must bring, and 
they shall hear my voice ;" and on another occa- 
sion encouraging His apostle still to continue His 
labours, where hitherto they had been without 
effect, by the confident assurance, " I have much A C ~ S ,  v i i i .  

people in the city." The limitations of time are 9, 

of no account with One who sees the end from 
the beginning, and speaks of things that are not 
as though they already were. And hence we are 
warranted to say that the union of believers with 
Christ, although in actual subsistence posterior to 
the undertaking of His mediatorial work, was 
present to His own mind and to His Father's 
mind when that gracious work of mediation was 
devolved upon Him. 

I t  is not necessary, however, to the question 
under discussion, that we should trace back the 
scheme of human redemption to its primary 
source in the counsels of eternity. When its 
suitableness or reasonableness is the matter to be 
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LECT. determined, it is quite enough that we speak of it 
VIII. - and look upon it as it is actually administered 

and carried into effect. But in doing so, we must 
view it in all its aspects. We must take into 
account all its provisions and requirements, other- 
wise we cannot be considered as doing justice to 
it. Above all, when the very thing that is 
desiderated, in order to clear up the mystery that 
rests upon it, is some such ostensi6Ze bond of COB- 

nectiogz between the Redeemer and those whom He 
redeems as might reasonab& account for the un- 
merited blessings which through His unmeriled 
sz~fe~ings accme to them, we are doing to this 
gracious scheme an especial injustice, if we keep 
not in view that its bene$ts are actual& attaifzed dy 
those, and tho~e an&, who w e  so unitcd to Christ, 
that in interest, aim, and dispositiofz they are ovze 
with Him, and are leading such lives of faith in 
Him as to be able to say, that "they are crucified 
with Christ, and live no more themselves, but 
Christ liveth in them." 

Thoughthe 6. It is quite possible, however, that neither 
mystery 
were insol- 

this union between the Redeemer and those whom 
uble, the He redeems, nor any of the other considerations 
doctrine is 
not to be before referred to, may, in the judgment of many 
rejected persons, be regarded as tending to explain the 
on that 
a,,ount~ efficacy of the atonement. But whaf then ? Al- 

lowing that the doctrine were a mystery, of which 
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not even the most distant approach to a satis- LECT. 
VIII. 

factory solution can be found, we are not on 
that account warranted to reject it, either as a 
thing incredible in itself, or as unworthy of the pro- 
minent and important place which it occupies in 
the Christian revelation. 

(I.) For, in the first place, it is no cause for NO wonder 

wonder that the method of redemption should be that the 
remeciv for 

in some respects imperfectly comprehended by us. sin should 
be as mys- 

In the ordinary providence of God we often find ,efious a. 

ourselves unable to discover the reasons of His pro- the permis- 
sion of sin. 

cedure. Why, then, should we not anticipate like 
difficulties when seeking to explain the dispensa- 
tions of His grace ? Not to speak of other things 
in the works and ways of God that are unsearch- 
able, there is one transcendent mystery in parti- 
cular which ought of itself to silence every objec- 
tion to the method of redemption on the ground 
of its mysteriousness-namely, thepww~ission am! 

wide pvmalcnce of sift. This, as I had occasion 
to remark in a former lecture, is a t  once an ob- 
scrvcd fact which cannot be questioned, and a 
perplexing mystery which cannot be resolved. 
And in the face of it we are certainly not war- 
ranted to take exception, on the ground of its 
being similarly mysterious, to that method of 
deliverance from sin which the Gospel reveals. 
For it is nothing strange that the remedy pro- 
vided for us should in some respects exceed our 



LECT. comprehension, when the evil to be remedied is 
VIIT. - equally or more inexplicable. 

'The mys- (2.) In the second place, whatever mystery may 
teries of the 
doctrine 

be involved in the doctrine of the atonement, it 
are nothing i s  real& nothing else thrz  the unde~@ifzg facts on 
else than 
might be zwhich that doctri?ze#voceeds might l a d  us to expect. 
expected For the sufferings of Christ are in themselves, and 
from the 
underlying in all their attendant circumstances, so mysterious 
facts on -so foreign to all actual or even conceivable human 
which this 
doctrine analogies-that we ought not to wonder if the 
proceeds. Scriptures should attribute them to some extra- 

ordinary plan or purpose in the mind of God, the 
nature of which cannot be perfectly comprehended 
by us. 

The Sufferer, be it remembered, was a person 
Heb. vii. of consummate excellence. He  was "holy, harm- 
29. less, undefiled, and separate from sinners,"-the 

one solitary example of faultless innocence and 
perfect rectitude who ever has appeared among 
the fallen sons of men; and He was a divine 

col. ii. 9. person-the only-begotten Son of God, "in whom 
dwelt all the fulness of the Godhead." There is 
no apparent reason why such a Being should have 
been subjected to sufferings a t  all. Certainly His 
sufferings are not to be explained on any assign- 
able grounds of a personal nature. They were 
neither merited by Him as a punishment, nor 
needed as a purifying and corrective discipline, 
on his own account. Nor are they such as we 
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should naturally have expected to have come LECT. 
VIII. " by the determinate counsel of God " on His own 

It Acts, ii. 23. 
beloved Son, in whom He was well pleased. 
the fact, however, that this excellent and august 
person was visited with the most severe sufferings. 
Emphatically may He be styled " a  man of sor- Isa. liii. 3. 

rows, and acquainted with grief." His whole life 
on earth was one unvarying scene of humiliation, 
contumely, and affliction, terminating in a death 
of awful and mysterious anguish. 

Nor can it be said that the sufferings He had 
to bear were merely incidental to His heavenly 
mission. The Scriptures teach us most expressly 
that they were, in the strictest and highest sense, 
essential to it. They were such as "it behoved Luke xxiv. 

Christ to suffer," and such as God had "before zt::V, 28. 

determined" that He  should suffer, as a neces- 
sary and most important part of His appointed 
work. Nay, there were some of the most griev- 
ous of His afflictions, with which it would seem 
as if His Father had been concerned in the way, 
not only of appointing, but of inflicting them ; so 
as to fulfil those memorable prophetic words, " I t  Isa liii. ro. 

pleased the Lord to bruise Him, H e  hath put 
Him to grief." No human agency was a t  work 
with Him in that mysterious hour, when "His Matt. xxri. 

soul was exceeding sorrowful even unto death," 3'' 39. 

and when the prayer of agony was wrung from 
Him, (CO, my Father, if it be ~ossible, let this 
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LECT. CUP pass from me!" Nor was it so much the 
VIII. - tortures which men inflicted as the hiding of His 

Father's countenance from Him, that prompted 
Matt.xxvii. His cry of anguish on the cross: "My God, my 
46. God, why hast Thou forsaken me?" His case, 

then, is not one of undeserved suffering inflicted 
by the hands of men, or coming upon Him in 
the way of natural consequence from the circum- 
stances in which He  is placed, with nothing more 
than the permission of divine providence. No : 
God Himself is the prime origin of His afflictions. 
I t  is God's fixed plan, ordained and announced 
beforehand, that His beloved Son shall come 
into the world for the purpose of being subjected 

' throughout His life to the endurance of unmerited 
ignominy and suffering, and of ultimately laying 
down His life upon the cross. It would have 
been nothing remarkable, comparatively, that the 
Saviour should have been persecuted by wicked 
men. Of this we might find a sufficient explana- 
tion in the "enmity of the carnal mind against 
God," and consequently against Him who was 
"the express image of God." And the only 
cause of wonder would have been, that One 
so mighty should have yielded to their malice. 
But, that it should have "pleased the Lord to 
bruise Him, and to put Him to grief;" that He  
should have thrice besought His heavenly Father 
to remove, "if it were possible," the bitter cup 
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which was mingled for Him, and yet that that LECT. 
VIII. 

cup should not have been withdrawn; that He 
should have been left to cry out upon the cross, 
like one bereft of all the comforts of divine fel- 
lowship, " My God, my God, why hast Thou for- 
saken me?"-this truly is a "mystery of godli- 
ness" which the mind of man cannot reflect upon 
without amazement, and which the angels may 
well "desire to look into." Surely, then, if the I Pet. i. 12. 

sufferings of Christ be thus in all their attendant 
circumstances so mysterious, and, as compared 
with all ordinary cases of human affliction, so 
unparalleled and unique, we ought not to wonder 
that reasons should be assigned for them, and 
purposes attributed to them in the Word of God, 
which are not in all respects level to our compre- 
hension. 

(3.) I need only further observe upon this Theration- 
ale of the subject, that the rationale of the atonement is a Atonement 

matter with which God is more concerned than concerns 
God rather 

we are. I t  rests with Him, the offended party, and than man. 

not with man, the party who has offended Him, 
to fix the terms of reconciliation. And surely 
we may trust Him to fix such terms as shall 
not be inconsistent with His character, or dero- 
gatory to His law, or subversive of His govern- 
ment. Our competency, on the other hand, to 
form a sound and impartial judgment in this 
matter may be fairly questioned, inasmuch as 
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LECT. we are the very persons in whose behalf the 
VIII. 
- divine mercy is to be administered. In fact, 

we are in the position of convicted criminals pre- 
scribing rules for the guidance of their judge. 
The sinfulness of our natures may reasonably be 
thought to have so far blunted our moral sensi- 
bilities as to disqualify us for appreciating the 
course which infinite rectitude and holiness may 
approve of; while at  the same time our own deep 
personal interest in the question can scarcely fail 
to bias the conclusions we arrive at. But, be this 
as it may, our province, as the ofenders, is not so 
much to canvass the propriety, as humbly and 
thankfully to Avail ourselves of the benefits of 
that method of reconciliation which God, the 
party offended, may be pleased to propose. The 
method which, if our doctrine be true, He has 
appointed, is marked by some advantages and 
excellences which even our limited minds are 
able to appreciate ; inasmuch as it condemns 
sin, and shows it to be exceeding sinful by the 
very means adopted for securing the deliverance of 
the sinner ; and it loudly proclaims to the whole 
intelligent creation, that God, in remitting the 
penalties of His violated law, is nevertheless in- 
flexibly opposed to the lowering of its terms or 
the relaxing of its obligations. And if there be 
things connected with this method of reconcilia- 
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tion which we cannot fathom, it may well suffice L E C ~ .  
VIII. us to know that these "secret things" belong - 

to God's part in the arrangement, and not to  
ours ; and to rest in the assurance that they are 
thoroughly understood by Hirn, to whom it rightly 
pertains to give His judgment with regard to them. 
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