
LECTURE VI. 

THE BEARING OF ENDOWED TERRITORIAL WORK ON 

THE SOCIAL WELLBEING OF THE COMMUNITY. 

HAVING now considered the perfect congruity of 

endowed territorial work with the original and true 

constitution of the Christian Church ; its adapta- 

tion to the common circumstances and wants of a * 

people; its success in dealing with those outside the 

Church, whether at  home or in heathen lands ; and 

the need of districts of manageable extent and 
population, manned by ministers moderately en- 

dowed, as essential elements to the efficacy and 

success of this work, I propose in this lecture to 

regard the subject in its bearings more particularly 

on the social well-being of the community. The 
proper aim of the Church, the true end of all 

Church work is, not to aggrandise and glorify a 

class, not to buttress up in exclusive dignity a 

haughty and infallible priesthood, or to hedge 
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round the ministers of Jesus Christ with all the 
defences and ornamentations of mystery and mum- 
mery, ritualism and absolvatory power. I t  is rather 

to benefit the people at large-to establish their 
hearts in the faith and hope of the Gospel-to 
purify and adorn their lives with the graces and 

virtues of the Christian character-and to make 

them good, industrious, honest, and loyal citizens 

of an earthly state, that so they may be fitted when 

their change comes for entering on the inheritance 

QÂ the saints in light. 

I n  order to realise this aim, and attain this im- 

portant end, i t  is necessary that the Church should 

exercise discipline as well as disseminate sound 

doctrine. By this i t  is not meant that she should, 

in virtue of priestly authority arrogated by her, pre- 

sume to forestall the final judgment, and, previously 

to the harvest of the great day, try to separate be- 

tween the wheat and the tares, but simply that as 

a holy society of such as are faithful in Jesus 

Christiand through her regularly constituted courts, 

she should maintain that vigilant supervision over 

the manners and conduct of her members which 

may, by the blessing of Almighty God, tend to re- 
press vice and encourage virtue. This power of 

discipline, delegated to the Church by Jesus Christ 
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" for edification and not for destruction"-not for 
the aggrandisement of a set of office - bearers as 
" lords over God's heritage," but for the welfare of 
the whole Church-may of course be used by falli- 
ble men so as to frustrate the very ends for which 
it was conferred. It may in individual instances, 
and even more generally for limited periods, have 
been exerted in  Scotland in a way calculated not 
merely to defeat its object, but even to afford 
ground to men of satirical turn to cast ridicule 
upon the whole thing. But the object itself is un- 
doubtedly a good one. The means by which the 
constitution of the Church of Scotland provides for 
the exercise of the power, evince the prudent care 
and wisdom of the great authors of that constitu- 
tion; and taking human nature as we find it, it 
must be acknowledged by every reasonable mind 
that these means are well adapted for effecting 
their purpose. At all events they present no such 
aspect of absolute absurdity as would be inferred 
to belong to them from the way in  which they are 
represented by one whose youth was nevertheless 
matured under their restraining influence. Speak- 
ing of the doctrine and discipline of the Church, the 

able author I refer to says : " Can any mortal out 
of Scotland, or even in Scotland itself nowadays, 
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conceive the amazing Scottish reality of 1649, half 
horrible, half noble, which these words imply? Who- 
ever is at a loss must construct the imagination bit 

by bit. Let him imagine first, in every parish, 
that singular entity called the Kirk-session, consist- 
ing of the parish minister and his group of lay 
elders, who knew, or were supposed t o  know, every 
man, woman, and child in the parish by head- 
mark, and had a spiritual and moral charge of them 

all-in which the functions of teacher, friend, ad- 

viser, guide, and consoler were combined with 

those of day-patrol, night-watchman, official inqui- 
sitor, and divorce-court detective. If any family 
in a parish had neglected church-going or family 
worship ; if there was brawling in any family; if 
there was Sabbath-breaking in the parish, or pro- 
miscuous dancing, or card-playing, or drunkenness, 
or the singing of profane songs, or if any sallow- 
faced young man was suspected of reading unortho- 

dox books; above all, if Venus anywhere in. the 

parish had waved her white hand too wildly, and 
left shame among the hinds, or in some higher 

household, the kirk-session was bound to be cog- 
nisant of it, to interfere in it,"to track it out unspar- 
ingly, and either to rebuke it in private, if that 
would suffice, or else to divulge it in public, nam- 
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ing the offence before the full congregation, the 

culprit or culprits perched in church opposite 

the minister's finger, for a succession of Sundays, 

and pointed at most miserably. Next in gradation 

of power after the kirk-session was the Presbytery, 

or court of the conjoined parish ministers of a 
district, with representative lay elders, meeting 
once a-month, or at similar intervals. I t  was for 

this body to stimulate the kirk-sessions, call them 
to account if they are lax, review their sentences, 
investigate cases of suspected Popery, and take 

note more especially of any offences, moral or ec- 

clesiastical, among the parish ministers themselves. 

Then there were the Provincial Synods, or twice-a- 

year meetings of the clergy and lay elders of whole 

shires, or groups of shires, supervising the pres- 

byteries, and hearing appeals from them. All the 
while, however, there was the central or supreme 

authority of the whole Kirk, with all the provincial 

synods, and, consequently, all the presbyteries, and 

all the kirk-sessions and parishes of the land, 

under its inspection, and subject to its criticisms 

and orders. This central authority had taken two 
forms-one periodical, and the other permanent. 

In its periodical form i t  was the General Assembly, 

or convention of representative ministers and lay 
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elders from all the Presbyteries in Scotland, meet- 

ing once a-year, for a fortnight or more, in some 

appointed city (Edinburgh generally preferred), to 

revise all that was dubious in the proceedings of 
the inferior courts during the past year, decide 
suits finally, consider new emergencies, and enact 
new ecclesiastical laws. I n  its permanent form i t  

was the Commission of the Kirk, or that large me- 

tropolitan committee of ministers and elders, mem- 

bers of the last General Assembly, which had been 
formally empowered by that Assembly to meet 

when it liked, and act for the entire Kirk till the 

next General Assembly should relieve it-just as 

the Committee of Estates governedthe nation in sec- 
ular matters between Parliament and Parliament."* 

Now, whatever contumely may be cast upon this 

constitution, which in the above extract is very 

accurately, though, at the same time, somewhat pre- 

judicially delineated, and whatever of the " horrible" 
may, according to this writer, be alleged to blacken 

and degrade the "noble" that nevertheless is ad- 

mittedly perceived to characterise it, no one pos- 
sessed of candour can deny that, if men's moral 
and spiritual condition is to be taken cognisance 

* Life of Drummond of Hawthornden. By Professor Masson. 
Pp. 437-439. 
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of at all, and if on the Church there rests any re- 

sponsibility to discountenance and prevent wicked- 

ness in every shape and form, this constitution 

provides the machinery through which the influ- 

ence of the Christian body may be brought to bear 

most effectually on each and all of its members 

with restraining, elevating, and sanctifying efficacy. 
Never was the need of such influence more obvious 
than it is at present. Mainly through the failure 
to make the system of endowed territorial work co- 
extensive with the wants of an ever-increasing pop- 

ulation, and owing to the innumerable overlapping 

sectarian agencies which have been at once the 

occasion and the issue of this failure, the exercise 

of thorough ecclesiastical discipline has become well- 

nigh impossible; and for the repression of crime 

and sin the country has been driven to rely rather 

on the broken reed of costly punishment and coer- 

cion. In  consequence of &is, immorality and vice, 
pauperism, intemperance, and crime, have increased 

to an enormous extent. Commercial knavery and 

fraud that in former days would have brought irre- 

trievable disgrace not only on the person guilty of 

them, but on all connected with him by business 

or blood, are now regarded more as evidences of 

superior sharpness, and entitled to applause rather 
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than severe censure. Intemperance has increased 

to such an extent that during the last year the 
consumpt of ardent spirits in Scotland attained an 

average of two gallons to every man, woman, and 
child of the population. Social immorality, con- 

jugal infidelity, and domestic cruelty prevail in a 

measure quite unparalleled, and in forms the most 

abhorrent. Pauperism, more especially, is eating, 
as doth a canker, into the very vitals of the body 

politic, in many ways affecting most injuriously 

the relations of different classes, and checking the 

flow of that sympathy between them, by which alone 

society can subsist with safety to itself, and with 

comfort and profit to those composing it. In  a 
quarter of a century from the passing of the latest 

poor - law, the number of registered paupers in 

Scotland was more than quintupled-that is, in- 

creased from under .20,000 to upwards of 100,000. 

In  the same time the casual poor relieved increased 

from 16,000 to above 40,000. The annual sum 

expended for the relief of the poor, cost of manage- 

ment, &C., rose during the same period from very 
little over .Â£100,00 to wellnigh Â£900,000 These 

statistics are sufficiently formidable and startling, 

but they do not serve to express one tithe of the 

evil resulting to society and the country from the 
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growth of pauperism and the causes thereof; and 

inasmuch as I cannot discuss in detail the philo- 

sophy and effects of all the social evils which own 

their aggravation at least to the lack of endowed 

territorial work, while the subject of pauperism is 

at  once most interesting and important in itself, 

and may, if clearly elucidated, serve to throw light 
on the origin and malignancy of other evils only 

referred to, I propose to consider i t  in this lec- 
ture in some of its legal, social, and ecclesiastical 

bearings. 

The real foundation of a claim on the part of 

the poor to relief and maintenance out of the 

wealth or the fruits of the industry of the rest of 

the community is somewhat obscure, and has been 

variously stated. I n  a very able and elaborate 
volume on the Poor -Law of Scotland, Mr Mony- 

penny of Pitmilly, at one time one of the Senators 

of the College of Justice, maintains that there is, 

" antecedently to any positive law on the subject," 

"an inherent right in the poor, who have not the 

means of subsistence, to be supplied with the 
necessaries of life." " This right," he says, " and 

the corresponding obligation, were evidently of 
such a description, that they could not have been 

enforced without the aid of Acts of Parliament ; 
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but they were such that the Legislature was plainly 
called upon, in duty, when the necessity for its 
interposition occurred, to establish and confirm 
them. This right and obligation, with their plain 
and well-defined limits, are to be considered as the 
true foundation of our poor - laws." * The author 
professes his ability to cite from the theoretical 
reasoning of the jurists on the subject abundant 
authority in favour of the view held by him. 

This, however, he does not do ; but, on the ground 
of its being more suited to his purpose, refers to 
confirmatory and illustrative doctrine laid down 
by Lord Stair, whom he styles "the highest autho- 
rity on the law of Scotland." "This learned 
author," he says, "when treating of the restric- 
tions on property, explains that there is an im- 

plied obligation, in case of necessity, to commerce, 
or to exchange, since, ' without this, property could 
not subsist, seeing by the division inferred there- 
through, every man cannot have all necessaries 
without exchange.' " Lord Stair then proceeds to 
handle the subject under consideration in the 
following manner : " Yea, there is implied in pro- 
perty an obligation to give, in cases of necessity, 
to those who have not wherewith to exchange, and 

* Monypenny on the Poor-Law of Scotland, p. 142. 
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cannot otherwise preserve their life, but with the 

obligation of recompense when they are able; for 

human necessity doth also infer this ; but it must 

be a real and not a pretended and feigned neces- 
sity. And" (Lord Stair continues) "this is the 

ground of the obligation to aliment the poor, 

which, though i t  also floweth from the obligation 
of charity, yet, as i t  hath been shown before, that 
obligation has no determinate bounds, but is left 

to the discretion of the giver, not of the demand- 

er, and so can be no warrant for taking by force, 

and without the proprietor's consent."* Mr Mony- 

penny further quotes, in  support of his opin- 

ion, a statement by Blackstone to the effect that 

Acts of Parliament anent provision for the poor 

are "dictated by the principles of society." But 
these are the only authorities on his side which 

he actually adduces, and, weighty though they be, 

they do not appear to be strong enough to over- 

ride the conviction, based on a common-sense view 
of the subject, that the right of the poor to relief 

and aliment flows from the natural obligation of 

charity alone, and not from any servitude or re- 

striction on property of the nature of a civil con- 

tract or prior burden, absolutely vesting in him- 

* Stair's Institutions, B. ii., tit. i. $ 6. 
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who is in need an inherent and indefeasible right 
to demand from him who is possessed of property 

a sufficiency of the necessaries of life. Such a 
right, if it existed, or if i t  were acknowledged, 
would affect most injuriously the entire constitu- 
tion and framework of society, and alter, to the 
grievous detriment of both, the relations of rich and 

poor as ordained by God. 
The poor-laws of Scotland, i t  seems very evident, 

were never based upon the existence of any such 
inherent right, but uniformly either on the duty of 

charity, or on public policy and expediency. Down 
to a comparatively recent period in the history of 
the country, the only provision made for the poor 
was through the toleration of vagrancy and begging. 
The legislation of the fifteenth century, which is the 
earliest, and is pretty voluminous on the subject, 
was confined to the regulation of these inveterate 
habits, by limiting the classes to whom licences 
to beg were to be given by the public authorities, 
and restricting the boundaries within which such 
licences were to be of avail, as well as by p h s h -  
ing " idle, strong, masterful, and disorderly beggars." 
The results of this legislation do not seem to have 
been very marked or beneficial. Its enforcement 

appears to have been as irregular and uncertain 
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as the evil it was aimed against was multiform and 
ubiquitous. I n  consequence of this, and owing to 

the continuance and aggravation of the evil, an 
effort was made, shortly after the accession bf 

James VI., to deal with it in a more systematic and 
thorough manner. This was done by the Act 1579, 

c'. 74, which is the first positive enactment on the 
subject, and which, down to 1845, when the Act 

8 and 9 Vict. c. 83, "for the amendment and better 
administration of the laws relating to the relief of 

the poor in  Scotland," was passed, was the sole 

authority for imposing assessments, and enforcing 

a compulsory provision for the maintenance of the 

poor, This statute, which embraced the twofold 
object of repressing vagrancy and providing sys- 

tematically for the impotent poor, seems to have 

been shaped to some extent after the model of pre- 

vious English legislation on the same subject ; and 

whether on this account, or owing simply to the 

natural genius, and inured habits and prejudices 

of the people, it was neither very favourably re- 

ceived nor generally adopted. Indeed, notwith- 

standing subsequent enactments and proclamations 

on the matter, the statute seems to have remained 

a dead letter, altogether inoperative in practice. 

I n  his evidence before the House of Commons, 
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Dr  Ch'almers says that not more than eight parishes 

were assessed for the maintenance of the poor prior 

to the year 1740 ; and in his Life of Dr Erskine, 
Sir Henry Moncrieff, who took a deep and intelli- 

gent interest in the question, asserts that the col- 

lections at the church-doors, and other voluntary 

contributions, were considered amply sufficient for 
this purpose in all the parishes till at least the 

year 1755. Subsequently to that period, however, 

a change of feeling and of practice gradually grew 

up in various parts of the country, till, about the 

year 1820, the principle of assessment, as opposed 

to voluntary contributions for the poor, seems to 

have been adopted in nearly one-fourth of the 

parishes of Scotland. This change, I cannot doubt, 
was owing principally to the increase of the pop- 

ulation outgrowing the measure of the parochial 

economy, and to the stagnation of Church life and 

work, which prevented any efforts being made to 

extend that economy so as to fit i t  for adequately 
discharging all its duties, both civil and sacred, 

especially to the poor. The same causes operated 

to multiply and aggravate the evils of poverty, 

which, unattended to and unremedied, festered in  

the body politic ; so that when, under the pressure 

of awakening life on the part of the Church which 
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succeeded the crisis of the first French Revolution, 

the attention of Christian philanthropists was 

directed to all the ills afflicting the commonwealth, 

the state of the poor in some of the remote regions 

of our western isles and of our enormous Highland 

parishes, as well as in the fever-stricken districts 

of our large towns, which had altogether outgrown 

the existing provisions of the parochial system, 

was fastened upon and brought under 
the notice of the public. Reports to the General 
Assembly, and inquiries by parliamentary com- 

missioners, haled many dark and appalling facts and 

statistical details upon this subject into the light 

of day. The existence of evil was thoroughly de- 

monstrated. The right remedy for i t  was not so 

carefully nor dispassionately considered. The 

temper of the times was not in favour of voting 

increased endowments to the Church out of the 

public treasury. The power of voluntary efforts 

towards this end had not as yet been realised. 
Dissent had, in consequence of the lethargy of the 

Church and the disintegrating effects of the law 

of patronage, acquired such a footing in the land, 

that during the fever of the period of Reform, i t  

asserted for itself no inconsiderable political in- 

fluence, which was all exercised in a direction 
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adverse to endowed territorialism. I n  these cir- 
cumstances, men, whose large and warm hearts felt 

all the ills affecting the neglected poor so acutely 
that they brooked no patient investigation either of 

the real sources of these ills, or of their only wise 

and effectual remedies, found ample scope and 

favourable audience for, the pamphlets with which 

they flooded the country, proclaiming and illustrat- 

ing, with all the details of the most harrowing and 

pathetic cases, the sufferings of the poor, and insist- 

ing upon immediate legislation, and all the machi- 

nery of assessments and poorhouses, as the only ade- 

quate remedy for them. In the authorship of such 
/ 

pamphlets, Dr Alison of Edinburgh occupied un- 

questionably the foremost and most influential 

place ; and, while impatient too of anything that 

seemed to him to obstruct the achievement of the 

object he had set before him, he certainly mani- 

fested no lack of patience in accumulating facts 

and arranging arguments favourable to his point 

of view. A more truly benevolent man never 

breathed, nor one whose breast was more full of 

the genuine unadulterated milk of human kindness. 

His amiable and humane disposition was expressed 

in every feature and line of his calm yet radiant 
countenance. The door of his dwelling was at 
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certain hours of every day besieged by a host of 

clients numerous as any that ever frequented the 

palatial portico of Roman patron ; and, in like 

manner, his arrival at  or departure from the Uni- 
versity or Infirmary was readily distinguished by 

the crowd of lean and hungry mendicants who, 

knowing well his hours and his habits, clustered 
round his carriage-door, and who never in  vain 
appealed to his pity. There can be no doubt that 
in  his numerous publications on the subject, which 

are still deserving of careful study, his side of the 

question was stated with the greatest ability and 

force ; and there can be as little doubt that these 

publications had the most direct and powerful in- 

fluence in precipitating and shaping the change 

effected by the statute of 1845. 
The necessity for that change, and the nature 

of the results which have flowed from it, present a 

totally different question from that involving the 

character of his motives, and the motives of his 

coadjutors, in urgbg it. These motives were un- 

doubtedly pure and noble, worthy of a patriot, phil- 

anthropist, and philosopher, such as Dr Alison 

must be acknowledged by all to have been. The 
need of some change in the treatment of the poor 

in certain localities, when he entered on his crusade, 
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may be also at  once conceded. And yet not change 
in the way of alteration, so much as change in 

the way of extension, resuscitation, and effective- 
ness, was required. NO doubt Dr  Alison could 
condescend on multitudes of cases where the poor 

were neglected or imperfectly cared for, and on dis- 
tricts, in whose crowded closes and dens fever fol- 

lowed fast on semi-starvation, and speedily avenged 

on a heedless society the wrongs of the victims of 

its neglect. But such facts should not have been 

accepted as pertinent or sufficient to demonstrate 

the incompetency of spontaneous charity to provide 

for the poor, or the infinite superiority and absolute 

need of enforced assessments for that purpose. They 
did not establish any such conclusion. They simply 

showed that the agency provided for the systematic 

collection and distribution of charity to the poor 

was inadequate to this end. They proved nothing 
more than this; for, in every instance where 

Christian liberality has been fairly tried and had 

full scope, i t  has shown itself sufficient not only 

to meet every case of real destitution, but also to 

diminish the number and mitigate the severity of 

such cases in any district efficiently superintended 

ou the principle of endowed territorial work. 

The case of the parish of St John's in Glasgow, 
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under the pastorate of Dr Chalmers, stood out in 
Dr  Alison's day, and stands out still, a memorable 

example and an incontestable proof of the power of 
the Scottish parochial economy, if only sufficiently 
extended and faithfully worked, to fulfil all the 
views of its great founder, and to provide for the 
bodily and temporal as well as for the spiritual and 
eternal requirements of man. The policy of Knox, 
it is never to be forgotten, embraced, among other 
things, the sustenance of the poor. I n  constituting 
the Reformed Church, he distinctly contemplated 
that all who were able should be compelled to 
work; and that the aged and infirm, strictly debarred 
from vagrancy and mendicity, should be comfortably 
provided for in their own parishes. The portion of 
the ancient patrimony of the Church proposed to 
be dedicated to this object, would have been amply 
sufficient for the purpose, and would, according to 
the value of property at  the present day, have 
yielded much more than even the enormous sum 
now yearly squandered on the fostering of pauper- 
ism. But even after the alienation of this proper 
provision of the poor, the experiment so successfully 
made by Dr  Chalmers in S t  John's parish, Glasgow, 
proved that even in an urban district long oppressed 
by the incubus of a heavy and inveterate pauper- 
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ism, the poor can be cared for by agencies con- 

nected with endowed territorialism much more 

economically and effectively than by a loyal and 

compulsory assessment effeiring to the whole city, 

or to large districts thereof. According to the 

system of dealing with pauperism that had in his 

time been established in Glasgow, each parish had 

its sessional poor, who were maintained out of the 

share of the church-door collections, which was 
allocated for their support by the General Session, 

a body composed of all the separate sessions of 

the city. Each parish had also its quota of more 

confirmed poor, who had, either as inmates or as' 

out-pensioners of the Town Hospital, been trans- 

ferred to the funds raised by general assessment 

On his appointment to the new parish of St John's 

in 1819, Dr Chalmers had i t  separated, so far as 

its poor were concerned, from all connection with 

the General Session as well as with the Town 

Hospital ; and, on behalf of his congregation, he 

undertook the care and maintenance of all the poor 

belonging to the parish. The parish contained a 
population of nearly 10,000, consisting almost exclu- 

sively of operatives, and considerably beneath the 

general average of the inhabitants of the city. The 

previous expense of its pauperism had amounted to 
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nearly Â£140 a-year. The utmost that could be 

reckoned on as the annual income from collections 
at  the church-door was about Â£400 Nevertheless, 

in these circumstances Dr Chalmers willingly under- 

took the responsibility of maintaining all the poor 

of the parish ; and the nature of the agency which he 

instituted for this purpose was extremely simple, 

and such as is available in connection with every 
territorial congregation. I n  the first place, he 
ordained a sufficient number of deacons, more for 
the purpose of preserving the spiritual character of 

the eldership than as essential to the right admin- 

istration of pauperism. In  the second place, he 

instituted a Sunday-evening service in the church 
for the benefit of the parishioners, as distinguish- 

able to a considerable extent in his case from the 

members of his ordinary congregation, which, owing 

to his unrivalled eloquence and fame, was largely 
supplemented by adherents from all parts of the 

city. At  this evening service a special collection 
was taken up, primarily with the view of meeting, 

during the period of transition from the old state 

of matters to the new, the extraordinary demand 
made upon the liberality of the congregation; and . 
eventually, when the evil consequences of former 

abuse .had died out, of defraying by this strictly 



ON SOCIAL WELLBEING. 257 

parochial collection the entire cost of all the paro- 

dual  pauperism. These two arrangements were so 
far special, suited to the peculiar circumstances of 
that particular case, and not indispensable to the 
working and success of the plan, which, in point 

of fact, consisted simply in arresting the malign 
action of certain disturbing forces, and in concentra- 
ting, upon the relief and management of the poor 
in a definite locality, the prudent care and kindly 

sympathy of its Christian population. The parish 
was apportioned into certain districts, and each 
district had its deacon, who was well known as the 
person to whom application required to be made, 

in any circumstances of poverty or want. On any 
one applying to the deacon of his particular district, 
the first thing the deacon had to do, was to examine 
and inquire whether there was any kind of work 
for which the applicant was still fit, and which, if 
provided for him, would either make charitable aid 
unnecessary, or diminish the extent of his demand 

upon it. I n  the next place, particular inquiry had 

to be made as to what his relations and friends 

might be able and willing to do for the applicant. 
I n  the third place, it had to be discovered, whether 
the applicant had any connection with any Dis- 
senting place of worship; and if so, whether the 

R 
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session thereof would furnish him with any assist- 
ance, and to what extent. Furthermore, the deacon, 

if, on exhausting the above points of inquiry, relief 
was still considered necessary, was required to 
ascertain the antecedent history of the applicant, 
and more particularly, if relief of any kind was 
drawn by him from any public source or fund. When 
satisfied on these points, the deacon, if he still con- 
ceived the case to be one requiring and deserving 
relief, could, on his own responsibility, allow him 
interim discretionary aid, and either report the case 
to the first ordinary meeting of deacons as, in his 
judgment, one requiring temporary aid, or, after 
obtaining the assistance of another deacon in con- 
firming and completing his investigation of the 
case in all its bearings, report it to the next ordinary 
meeting thereafter, as one requiring regular assist- 
ance, in which case the rate of allowance fell to 
be fixed by the whole court of deacons. The 
success of this simple plan of operations was imrne- 
diate and decided; and i t  was so attained as to 
prove, that the plan was universally applicable, and 
not dependent for its happy results, in this parti- 
cular case, either to the genius and commanding 
spirit of its great originator, or to any unusual 
wealth or liberality of his attached and admiring 
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congregation. The ordinary fountains of supply, 
which lie embosomed in the families of their own 
neighbourhood, were found, when duly utilised, to 
be amply sufficient for the sustenance of all the 
poor-and that without any peculiarity of manage- 
ment, beyond such a careful, considerate, and humane 
examination of every claim for help as, while it 
repressed instead of fostering pauperism, secured the 
confidence and encouraged the charity of all the 
well-to-do inhabitants. I n  this way a large and 
entirely plebeian district of the town was brought 
without difficulty, and in a way the most satisfactory 
to all parties, to sustain all its poor by its own 
unforced and unaided generosity. 

Notwithstanding such conspicuous success, how- 
ever, and in spite of the earnest and reiterated plead- 
ings of Dr Chalmers, the nation and Parliament 
gave more heed and weight to the specious argu- 
ments and pathetic appeals of Dr Alison and others ; 
and instead of sweeping away the evils resulting 
from a partial imposition of compulsory assessments 
for the poor, and taking steps, by the extension of 
the parochial machinery of the Church, to make it 
possible to carry out the plan of Dr Chalmers all 
over Scotland, they aggravated these evils in an 
infinite degree by the statute of 1845, which has 
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made compulsory assessment the role. I believe 
the operation of that statute to have been, in  every 
point of view, most injurious. I t  may in  the first 

instance, at  enormous cost, have served to mitigate 
the sufferings of some in certain districts, where the 
insufficiency of the parochial system, as then estab- 
lished, to meet the claims of an increased popula- 
tion, had left not a few in  miserable and neglected 
indigence. But this result yields no adequate com- 
pensation for the general introduction of a most 
vicious and injurious system; nor has the statute 
now in operation served to secure anything like an 
entire elimination of cruel wrong and extreme hard- 
ship from the history and experience of many of the 

poor. It was not difficult for Dr Alison, under all 
the confessed imperfections of the former hybrid 
system, to condescend on numerous cases of wretched 
and neglected destitution; to picture from his own 
personal observation " scenes of wholesale human 
degradation and misery" existing in Edinburgh and 
other large towns ; and to tell of many overworked 
and worn-out field-labourers, prematurely aged and 
infirm, ' l  living in a condition to which that of 
most domestic animals is a luxury," the parish 
rarely offering to such persons more than a shilling 
a-week, neighbours occasionally giving them some 
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scraps, and their only chance of adequate relief lying 

in  the occurrence of some serious illness, when 
" some little attention might be paid them." I t  

was not difficult for any one to adduce many such 
cases then. I t  would not Toe difficult for any one 

at all conversant with the condition of the poor now, 

to adduce case for case as flagrant and deplorable. 

With our vast palatial bastiles of poorhouses, in- 

carcerating myriads of miserable children, and doing 

their worst to incapacitate them. for anything but 

lives of destitution, degradation, or crime, and 
crowding hosts of adult paupers, of every class and 

character-the tolerably respectable and the utterly 
corrupt-in one great pestilential stew of listless and 

unnatural idleness, how many thousands of honest 

men, and especially of high-minded virtuous women, 

impoverished through no misdoing or fault of their 

own, or suddenly left, by the stroke of God, without 

any natural source of support from blood relations, 

and loathing with an honourable Scottish pride the 

very thought of leaving their own fireside, and be- 

taking themselves to the cold shelter of a den of 

rank and teeming pauperism, are reduced, by the 

stem hard niles of rigid parochial boards, to starve 

or wear out a miserable existence on the paltry 
pittance of less even than a shilling a-week ! The 
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culpable victims of intemperance and vice consume 
the costly fare of the poorhouses. The worthy in- 
heritors of the ancient spirit of independence, that 
once universally characterised our Scottishpeasantry 
and artisans, are punished for cherishing and show- 
ing that spirit by having doled out to them a miser- 
able apology for the means of subsistence, which, 
though totally inadequate to sustain life in comfort 
and amenity, is yet sufficient, by reason of the 
badge of regular pauperism which i t  affixes to the 
recipient, to repel the aids of private benevolence 
and shut the kindly communications of neighbours. 
The system of legal relief by means of enforced 
assessments is indeed doing much to obliterate alto- 
gether this type of Scottish character, to destroy 
such independence of spirit, and to break down all . 
into the dull and odious uniformity of forced pay- 
ments on the one hand, and of shameless pauperism 
on the other. But still a sufficient number of such 
cases as I have referred to remain to vindicate the 
confidence with which I affirm that the cases of 
hardship acknowledged to have existed under the 
old inadequate system are not unparalleled, either 
in number or in severity, under the system of com- 
pulsory assessments, poorhouse tests, and humiliat- 
ing badges of degradation. 
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The evils of the present system are indeed mani- 
fold and multitudinous, and space would fail me to 
discuss, or even to enumerate, them all. The men- 
tion of a few must serve as specimens of many 

others as 'flagrant and ruinous. 
I. There is the fearfully increased expenditure 

to which I have already referred. There is no 
necessity for expatiating thereon. All liable to 

assessment fully realise and acutely feel that evil. 
And yet I do not imagine that any one would 
grudge that vast, or even a still larger expenditure, 
did they see any good grounds for*cherishing the 
conviction that it was lightening the burdens, 
soothing the sufferings, or ameliorating the circum- 

stances of the poor. That the very opposite of this, 

however, is the case, is, I believe, the confirmed opin- 
ion of all familiar with the state of the poor as it 
was and as it is. " Is  the result," asks a powerful and 
impartial writer of acknowledged authority, '< which 

has been achieved, at all commensurate with the 
addition that has thus been made to our burdens ? 

"What do we get for the annual expenditure of a 
sum which now (1867) exceeds Â£800,000 In- 

creased happiness and comfort for the poor ? What 

answer do we get from the back slums of our cities, 
and the squalid cottages of our manufacturing vil- 
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lages? I n  what degree has this magnificent 
expenditure accomplished any good beyond the 
temporary relief of a class whose pauperism is 
the result of vice, ignorance, and improvidence? 
And where is this expenditure to end? The very 

endeavour to keep it within bounds is one of the 
most fruitful sources of its increase. Already the 
cost of management exceeds Â£90,000 or more than 
11 per cent of the total expenditure ; and this rate 
goes on increasing with the erection of every new 
poorhouse, and the addition to the staff of officials 
which then becomes necessary."* "It is now," 
says Mr Walker of Bowland, the present chairman 
of the Board of Supervision, "a matter of trite 
observation, that all poor-laws have an inherent 
tendency to foster pauperism, to increase the expen- 
diture for the relief of the poor, and to deteriorate 
the character of the population among whom the 
law is administered."Â¥ The late Dr Guthrie, 
expressing the belief of many, like him, familiar 
with the haunts and habits, the sins and sorrows, 
of the poor, gave this unhesitating testimony in 
regard to the operation and effects of the present 

poor-law : I believe i t  to be one of the greatest 

* ' Scotsman' newspaper-Editorial article, 17th Dec. 1867. 
Â¥} Social Science Congress, 1863. 
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curses that ever fell on this country. I t  is not only 
pauperising the people, it is demoralising them." 
Thus it appears to be clearly the case that the vast 
expenditure in connection with pauperism, which 
on this account we may well lament and grudge, is 
at once increasing the burden of the poor, and 
embittering the degradation of the poverty i t  is 
meant to mitigate and remove. 

11. The system is radically wrong, and cannot 

but be productive of evil, of evil only, and that 

continually. The candid admission made by Mr 
Walker of Bowland, that the evils, which his state- 
ment already quoted declares to be inherent in all 
poor-laws, can be beneficially checked to any extent 
only by the erection of poorhouses, is of itself a 
sufficient proof of the radical, essential, and incor- 
rigible evil of the whole system. If the very light 
that is in it be darkness, how great is that dark- 
ness ! If its only possible correction be so utterly 
objectionable, how completely indefensible must 
the system itself be ! In the poorhouse all must 
be treated alike, and in point of fact are so. Beyond 
classification into male and female, which, with 
obvious advantages, has also its deplorable draw- 
backs, in separating towards the close of their 
earthly pilgrimage old and attached couples-or 
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the temporary separation, in some cases only, of 
the sick and well-distinctive treatment is imprac- 
ticable. And is not this its sufficient condem- 
nation? The poorhouse may be a necessary and 
suitable test of impostorship, a proper prison for 
the idle vagrant, and the hopelessly debased victims 
of intemperance, vice, and crime. But why associ- 
ate with these foul pests and sweepings of society 
the impotent and unfortunate, whom no fault of 
their own has brought to want, and who, though 
deprived in the providence of God of ability to 
work for their daily bread, and of the friendly 
succour of kith and kin, retain a pious frame of 
mind, and a good, honest, virtuous reputation ? The 
simple fact that of necessity these are, and must 
be, treated in the poorhouse even as the others, and 
that the poorhouse, according to the eminent autho- 
rity just cited, is the only check on the vicious 
and deteriorating influences of the present poor- 
law, is ample demonstration that that law is bad, 
and that the evils resulting from it cannot be palli- 
ated or removed, save by sweeping the law from the 
statute-book. 

The gross injustice of the law, and the manifest 
inconsistency between the principle on which it 
professes to proceed and the mode in which i t  is 
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practically carried out by means of poorhouses, 
are well and eloquently exposed Toy Dr Chalmers. 
"If," he says, "a pauper really have the same claim 
in right and equity to relief that a servant has to 
wages, why treat the two claims so differently? 
It seems a strange way of meeting a demand 
for justice, that when a man prefers his claim, he 
must be separated from his house, put into confine- 
ment, and subjected to the irksome and galling 
restraints of a prison discipline. Such are the 
corrections by which, under a reformed poor-law, 
i t  is attempted to redress the evils of its former 
administration. The assertion of what their own 
statute-book declares to be right is followed up by 
the same treatmentÃ‘i kind, at least, if not in 
degree-with the commission of what the same 
statute-book declares to be a wrong. In  other words, 
their paupers meet with the same treatment as 
their felons. The same terrors and penalties have 
been devised to prevent the undue multiplication 
of the one class as to prevent the undue multi- 
plication of the other class. - ~ e s t  men should 
perpetrate crimes with an inconvenient frequency, 
jails and gibbets have been erected in all parts of 
the country ; and lest men should put forth claims 
(and of that class, too, which they acknowledge to 



268 BEARING OF TERRITORIAL WORK 

be rightful) with inconvenient frequency-not 

gibbets, but at least houses nearly as repulsive as 
jails have been erected in all parts of the country. 
The truth is, they have been made as repulsive as 
possible, for the very purpose of scaring applicants 
away. It was found of the law in its old state that 
it tended to agrarianism, and would at length have 
obliterated all the fences by which property is 
guarded ; and hence a new law which retained the 
old principle, but changed the old practice,-the 
principle being that every human creature in want 
has a right to relief; and the practice being as if, 
though this be a right, it were a wrong thing in 
either man or woman to assert it. And so they 

attempt to steer evenly in this matter by what 
mathematicians would term a compensation of 
errors." * 

These remarks, applicable originally to the Eng- 
lish poor-law, expose with equal pertinence and 
clearness the gross inconsistency that lies at the 
root of the Scottish poor-law, and prove the prin- 
ciple on which it is based to be not less indefensible 
in theory, than it is costly and injurious in its 
operation. 

111. To my mind one of the most serious evils 

Dr Chalmers's Collected Works, xxi. 151. 
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incidental to the poor-law is the silent but sure 
rapidity with which it is working to destroy all 

sympathy between different classes, and so weaken- 
ing the foundations on which alone society can be 
comfortably and advantageously maintained. 

I am not unaware that other causes have been 
operating in the same direction. I n  addition to the 
consequences of free-trade, the change in the 
value of money, and the altered relations of labour 
and capital resulting therefrom, the tide of demo- 
cracy, which for many years has been flowing so 
fast, while i t  has filled the rich with something like 
chagrin, and led them, in too many instances, to set 
their faces like a flint against the poor, has at  the 
same time inspired the poor with a consciousness 
of strength, that has, in a manner, lifted them off 
their feet, and emptied them of all sentiments of 
deference and respect towards their superiors in 
rank and station. The game-laws too, or rather 
the novel ways in which many large proprietors of 

land have recently dealt with their preserves of 
game, have produced a much more damaging effect 
on the relations of society than many may allow 
themselves to imagine. I do not think that the 

mere preservation of game has been offensive to 
any considerable portion of the community, or that 
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the public in general have grudged proprietors and 
their friends the manly and healthful recreation 
of sport as it used to be enjoyed in former days. 
But that game fattened mainly at the tenantry's 
expense should be cruelly butchered in what are 

called 'battues, and sent systematically to the market 
-this has entered like iron into the soul of the peo- 
ple, and had a most powerful effect in extinguish- 
ing the kindly sympathy of class with class. More- 
over, the circumstance that the rich, as a rule, do 
not now attend the same church and worship 
within the same walls as the poor, but that frequent 
and prolonged residence in England has led them to 
connect themselves with what the great bulk of the 
community still regard as an alien communion, and 
so interferes with the kindly greetings on Sunday, 
and the friendly intercourse all the week through, 
which of old knit high and low so closely in the 
bonds of mutual esteem, this has also tended most 
decidedly to destroy everything like true and 
hearty sympathy between them. But with all 
these causes operating powerfully in the same 
direction, the poor-law, with its pauperising in- 
fluences, has, in my opinion, done more than them 
all to alienate thoroughly class from class, and to 
set them in such hostile array as imperils the very 
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foundations of society. The fountains of charity 
are dried up on the one hand, and the effluence of 
gratitude is checked on the other. Mutual de- 
pendence and confidence are destroyed, and instead 
of these essential elements of a nation's well- 
being, distrust and despite are engendered, to the 
detriment of the commonwealth and its dearest 
interests. 

IV. Yet another evil resulting from the poor- 
law is the deterioration of the national character. 
A spirit of stout and sturdy independence was 
wont to be one of the most conspicuous and noble 
features of that character. Any one with true 
Scottish blood in his veins would have scorned the 
acceptance of public charity, as at once a personal 
degradation and a brand of disgrace upon his name 
and lineage. Children would have worked day and 
night for their parents, and for their grandfathers 
and grandmothers, rather than that these should 
come upon the parish ; and a stern repudiation of 
all meanness and dishonour fired them with that 
undaunted courage, and sustained them in that 
frame of steady persistent perseverance, which 
raised our country so very high among t,he other 
nations of the earth. Matters in this respect have, 

in the course of the last five-and-twenty years, 
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changed very signally for the worse. The desertion 
of relations is the rule rather than the exception. 
The desire of honest independence has in great 
measure ceased to animate a large section of the 

population ; and not only are the lowest classes of 
society so demoralised and dispirited that a sort of 
settled, sunken, downcast inertness, which accepts 
degradation to the very verge of barbarism without 
a struggle to escape from it, is becoming one of 
their chiefest characteristics, but many in strata 
far above these are losing much of that self-respect, 
without which neither industry nor integrity, truth 
nor honour, courage nor independence, can continue 
to thrive. The class of persons who now are not 
ashamed to appeal to ministers for certificates of 
poverty, in order to obtain exemption from assess- 
ments, would astonish all who have not been ob- 

. serving the deteriorating process which has been 
going on; and their numbers, if correctly ascertained, 
would present the most striking and astounding 
evidence not only of the reality and rapid rate of 
this process, but also of the hosts who through it 
are descending with ever-accelerating speed to the 
dark and dismal gulf of pauperism. 

The evils now mentioned are specimens of the 

baneful influence of the present poor-law, but 
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they do not by any means complete the catalogue 
of noxious results more or less directly traceable 
to it. The question how these evils are to be 
mitigated and removed, forms one of the most 
pressing and important problems which any patriot 
or Christian can set himself to solve. The firm 
hold which the system has acquired, and the costly 
appliances by which it is administered, impart to 
i t  such an aspect of stability and permanence, that 
the idea of sweeping it away altogether may be 

considered altogether hopeless and utopian. Never- 
theless, I have no hesitation in avouching, as my 
deliberate opinion, that nothing short of this con- 
summation ought to be the resolute and steady aim 
of every lover of his country, and of all who value 
true religion. I have little faith in mere pallia- 
lives or half-measures. Yet in respect of indurated 
evils, and in order to make thorough reform more 
easy by effecting i t  gradually, it may be expedient, 
perhaps, to resort to some of these in the mean 
time. I do not expect much lasting benefit to 
result from those associations for the improvement 
of the poor which highly patriotic and benev- 
olent men have formed in some of our large 
towns, under a deep conviction of the many grow- 
ing evils of pauperism, and with a sincere deter- 

s 
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mination to spare neither expense nor trouble to 

extricate the honest poor out of that miserable 

slough. This lack of hopefulness, in regard to the 

efforts of these associations, is not to be ascribed 

so much to anything objectionable in the principle 

upon which they are formed, or to anything faulty 
in the motives with which they are worked, as to 
the utter impossibility of finding for them a fair 

field and scope for free beneficial action, so long 

as the poor - law remains on the statute-book. 
The simultaneous operation of two systems so 

utterly discordant can issue only in collision and 

mischief; and where, side by side with their ma- 

chinery, we have moreover a well-organised Chris- 

tian congregation earnestly trying also to prevent 

honest industry from sinking into pauperism, the 

overlapping and interference of the various agen- 

cies must lead to ultimate aggravation rather than 

abatement of the evil. There are, indeed, certain 
remedial measures which, though they may not 

effect a complete cure, would mitigate consider- 

ably the disease of pauperism, and which ought, 

therefore, at once to be tried. The vice of intem- 

perance ought to be punished as a crime against 

society. The excessive use of ardent spirits and of 

tobacco, especially by the juvenile part of the pop- 
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illation, ought to be boldly grappled with and re- 

strained. There is no more abundant and copious 

source of pauperism and of crime than this. It 
leads to habits of immorality and of reckless self- 
indulgence which utterly enervate i t s  victims, so 
that in the closes and slums of our large towns 
the population is becoming dwarfed, stunted, and 
diseased, both in body and mind, to an ex- 

tent that, under the present system of things, 

incapacitates them for anything but lower and 
lower degradation. The gain to the revenue from 
these practices, which blinds so many of our states- 
men to their evils, and which leads the public to 
believe that, without the excise duties yielded by 
them, the country could not keep itself from bank- . 
ruptcy, is false alike in reality and appearance. 
The apparent gain is far more than counter- 
balanced by the numerous exactions, both general 
and local, which the people of this country have 
to pay in consequence of the pauperism and crime 
which result directly from intemperance; and no- 
thing but advantage and profit, as well in a mone- 
tary as in a moral point of view, could ensue from 
the instant abolition of drunkenness, if that end 
could only by any means be attained. The im- 

provement of the dwellings of the people, which 
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are still in many parts both of town and country 
a disgrace to our vaunted civilisation, and the 
enforcement of effective sanitary measures, which 
ought to be the great aim and business of Govern- 
ment at the present day, would tend indirectly to 
reduce pauperism as well as disease and vice 
generally. 

But with all these expedients, that might be use- 
ful in so far lessening the enormity of the evil, I am 
satisfied that the only thorough cure for pauperism 
in its most degrading forms, and the only reason- 
able and Christian mode of dealing with and caring 
for the poor, is to be found in the gentle ministra- 
tions of religion, bringing the power of Christian 
charity to bear, through adequate organisation, on 
every individual case. I have not the vestige of 
the shadow of a doubt that, with even the present 
imperfect development of Christian life and love 
in the country, t h e  benevolence of the Churches, 
if properly systematised and directed, is amply 
sufficient to provide for all the wants of all the 
poor. Notwithstanding all the hardness of heart 
and coldness of feeling engendered towards them 
by compulsory assessments for their support, there 
is still, deep down in the bosoms of all classes, a 
copious and exhaustless fountain of sympathy for 
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the poor. Not in vain has the Psalmist told us of 
the blessedness of him that considereth the poor. 
Not in vain has Jesus told us the matchless parable 
of the Good Samaritan ; and recounting, in connec- 
tion with the scene of final judgment, acts of kind- 
ness done to the hungry, the thirsty, the stranger, the 
naked, the sick, and such as were in prison, added 
words that go home to the heart with electric force, 
" Inasmuch as ye have done it unto one of the least 
of these my brethren, ye have done it unto me." 

Not in vain has His recorded declaration, " It is 
more blessed to give than to receive," been echoed 
in the well-known words of Shakespeare :- 

" The quality of mercy is not strained'; 
It droppeth as the gentle dew from heaven, 
Upon the place beneath ; it is twice blessed- 
It blesseth him that gives and him that takes!' 

The rich would rejoice, as a rule, if trustworthy 
and discreet almoners could be found to dispense 
their benefactions to the poor-or if, without the 
disturbing interference of hard and rigid public 
agencies that prevent their gifts from effecting any 
real good, they could find their way to the homes 
of the poor, and "visit the fatherless and widows 
in their affliction." The charities of poor to poor, 
as sung by Monckton Milnes, though so far stinted 
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in their flow by the ~oor-law, are still a great and 
glorious reality :- 

" There is a thought so purely blest, 
That to its use I oft repair, 

When evil breaks my spirit's rest, 
And pleasure is but varied care : 

A thought to gild the stormiest sides, 
To deck with'flowers the bleakest moor.- 

A thought whose home is paradise- 
The charities of poor to poor. 

I t  were not for the rich to blame,' 
If they, whom fortune seems to scorn, 

Should vent their ill-content and shame 
On others less or more forlorn ; 

But, that the veriest needs of life 
Should be dispensed with freer hand 

Than all their stores and treasures rife, 
I s  not for them to understand. 

To give the stranger's children bread, 
Of your precarious board the spoil- 

To watch your helpless neighbour's bed, 
And sleepless meet the morrow's toil ; 

The gifts, not proffer'd once alone, 
The daily sacrifice of years,- 

And when all else to give is gone, 
The precious gifts of love and tears ! " 

These emotions and these acts of charity are a clear 
testimony that there is no need of establishing by 
statute the fallacious principle 'that the poor have 
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an inherent and legal right to relief from the rich. 

There is no foundation in reason or in Scripture for 

such a right. Its enactment is not less injurious 
eventually to the poor than i t  is dangerous to the 

State that recognises it. But i t  is quite super- 

fluous, as well as most foolish and hurtful, to enact 
i t  in any country like ours. The natural compas- 

sion for the poor which animates every Christian 

heart, and influences every ingenuous mind, is able 

as i t  is willing to meet all their wants-and on 

nothing else have they any claim. God has im- 

planted it there for their behoof. He stimulates i t  

into vigorous action by the word and example of 
Jesus Christ; and any device or arrangement of 

man's that either ignores or supersedes His ordi- 

nance, is absolutely certain, as the poor-law does, 

to prove an utter failure and mistake, and to be 

productive of incalculable mischief. 

The question remains, however, How is this com- 

passion to be so largely elicited ; and how, in the 
complicated circumstances of the country, are its 

benefactions to be so prudently and methodically 

dispensed that, while pauperism is repressed, honest 

and unavoidable poverty shall be ministered to in 

a way consistent with the maintenance of a virtuous 

and honourable self-respect on the part of the poor? 
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This question will at once be perceived and acknow- 
ledged to be one of no small difficulty. 

I have no difficulty in regard to the main point, 
which is, that the Christian Church, through its 
different members and by its ordinary organisation, 
is the best and most effectual agency for the ad- 
ministration of charity to the poor. Neither have 
I any doubt as to this, that the system of endowed 
territorial work is by far the best form of ecclesias- 
tical organisation for discharging this as well as 
every other function of the Church. That the dif- 
ferent sections of the Presbyterian Church in Scot- 
land are strong enough and rich enough to be able, 
if duly organised on this principle, to undertake the 
care of all the poor in the land, is also a fact too 
obvious to require proof. Nay, were it not that a 
feeling of injustice might, in that case, leaven and 
perhaps sour the minds of some of her members, 
I hesitate not to say that the Church of Scotland, 
as at present constituted, might, except in a small 
minority of her parishes, undertake, with infinite 
advantage to the community and no little profit to 
herself, the undivided charge of the poor. In a 
parish containing even ten thousand inhabitants, I 
should esteem it  no grievous burden for a congre- 
gation including more than two thousand communi- 
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cants to charge itself with the sole responsibility 
of caring for all the poor of the parish; and I do 
not think i t  would be very difficult, with such an 
agency at command, provided- only one were let 
alone, to care for the poor at much less cost, and 
in a way much more satisfactory and beneficial, 
than boards and inspectors can ever be expected 
to do. The profit of such work to a congregation 
would be as great as the gain by it to the public. 
The day is past and gone when Christian men and 
women can afford or be permitted to entertain the 
old idea that their only function is, at the most, to 
attend church, to hear sermons, to partake of the 
sacraments, and to exact service out of the minister. 
Their duty is to work for Christ in the world. They 
are "the salt of the earth." They are "the light of 
the world." "Pure religion and undefiled before 
God and the Father is this, To visit the fatherless 
and widows in their affliction, and to keep himself 
unspotted from the world." And just as the Church 
rises to a proper conception of this, and realises and 
discharges its duty in this respect, will i t  flourish 
and spread, and prove a shelter and a blessing to , 

the land in which it is planted. 
What, therefore, I deem essential to the true well- 

being of the Church, and to the prosperity, if not 
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the very safety and existence of the country, is 

that the Church, on the one hand, should forthwith 

organise a system of endowed territorial work 

adequate to the wants of the whole population ; 

and that the nation, on the other hand, should 

adopt the high aim and distinct object of dispens- 

ing, as soon as possible, with the system of legal 
and compulsory relief that dislocates society, de- 
grades the poor, and propagates pauperism. 

I t  will not do to dismiss this idea as Quixotic 

and impracticable. I t  may not be easy to carry i t  

into practical operation at any time. I n  the face 

of all the adverse circumstances that now beset 

the way, its early and complete realisation may not * 

be matter of sanguine expectation. But if the ob- 

ject be rightÃ‘an i t  is so-then i t  is right to plead 

and to labour for its accomplishment in the face of 

all that be against it ; and none but those who know 
something of the faith that can remove mountains, 

or who have studied with more than ordinary acu- 

men the complex course of human affairs, can have 
any idea how mightily the achievement of the most 

difficult object is helped by its steady contemplation 

by the mind, and the fervent aspiration of the heart 

towards it, as right and good in  the sight of God. 

Were the heart of the Church and the nation at one 
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as to this, the end I have indicated would soon be 
attained. 

The Church of Scotland, as I have in a previous 

lecture shown, has, during the last quarter of a cen- 

tury, done not a little to accomplish her part of this 

work. By steady perseverance in the same course, 

by increased liberality, by keeping in the good old 

paths of sound and simple doctrine, and by culti- 

vating, so far as is consistent with her principles, 

the utmost conciliatoriness towards all Christians 

in the country who do not now adhere to her com- 

munion, she may, by the gradual extension of her 

own system, and by ultimate amalgamation with 
others, present a complete organisation for the na- 

tion, adequate to the care of all its poverty, and 

competent to check the spread of national immor- 

ality and ungodliness. 

The nation, on her part, should carefully avoid the 
ill-advised adoption of such a policy regarding the re- 

lations of Church and State as may interfere with the 

speediest and fullest development of such a system 
as this ; and setting before her, as a distinct object 

of vital importance, the speedy abandonment of the 

mischievous principle which has vested in criminal 

poverty a right to feed on the private property of 

the well-doing and industrious, she should, in the 
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mean time, strenuously promote all such measures 
as are fitted to diminish the gross intemperance 
which, more than any other auxiliary, aids the pre- 
sent poor-law in multiplying paupers. 

In this way let a system of complete and thorough 
endowed territorial work embrace the length and 
breadth of the land,-let the Church, organised to 
this extent, and rendered equal to all her duties, 
receive from the nation the sole charge of the poor, 
and it is not a mere dream of heated enthusiasm- 
it is a firm conviction, based on fair experiment in 

particular cases, as well as consistent with a rea- 
sonable view of human nature and of God's moral 
government of the world-that the Church so con- 
structed and so engaged would reach a pitch of 
prosperity unparalleled at any previous period of her 
history; and that the nation, not only disburdened 
of the curse of pauperism, but cured of many other 
loathsome diseases that breed every evil as well as 
pauperism, would become the paragon of peoples, 
the envy and example of all lands. 

* From scenes like these, old Scotia's grandeur springs, 
That makes her lov'd at home, rever'd abroad. ; 

Princes and lords are but the breath of kings, 
An honest man's the noblest work of God.' 
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0 Scotia ! my dear, my native soil ! 
For whom my warmest wish to heaven is sent ! 

Long may thy hardy sons of rustic toil 
Be blest with health, and peace, and sweet content ! 

And 0 ! may Heaven their simple lives prevent 
From luxury's contagion, weak and vile ! 

Then howe'er crowns and coronets be rent, 
A virtuous populace shall rise the while, 

And stand a wall of fire around their much-loved isle." 
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