
LECTURE I11 

THE INFLUENCE OF THE SCOTTISH REFORMED’ 

CHURCH IN ENGLAND AND IN IRELAND 

AT the period of the Reformation close 
relations subsisted between England and 
Scotland $hrough royal affinity, political con- 
federacy, and the provision of a refuge, at 
differenC junctures, by each country for the 
Protestant exiles from the other.’ It was 
inevitable, accordingly, that the Reformed 
Churches of the two nations should exert 
some influence over each other’s external 
fortunes and internal development. Particu- 
larly notable is the influence at that epoch, as 
well as afterward, of the smaller Scottish 
Church over the greater Church of England. 

I. From the return of Mary Stewart to 
Scotland in the autumn of 1561 to  her flight 
into England in the summer of 1568, British 
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Protestantism was in constant peril ; and even 
when the fugitive Queen had become a 
prisoner at Potheringay, the danger was far 
from being removed, Mary came to Scotland 
with the double ambition of restoring Roman- 
ism throughout Britain and of becoming 
eventually Queen of England as well as of her 
own realm; she refused either to  acknowledge 
formally the Scottish Reformation or t o  re- 
nounce her claim to the English crown.2 
During the first four years of her personal 
rule the Queen’s influence increased, while 
that of the Protestant statesmen of Scotland 
declined ; her triumph culminated at the time 
of her marriage with Darnley, when the Earl 
of Moray and other nobles who had risen in 
rebellion were driven across the Border into 
exile. In England at  this period, especially 
in the north, where Catholics were numerous 
and influential, there was a strong party of 
conspirators against Protestantism, whose aim 
was either to dethrone Elizabeth and enthrone 
Mary, or to  force upon the former the restora- 
tion of the Catholic Church.* Throughout 
both England and Scotland, moreover, the 
Jesuits were beginning to  exert that marvellous 



INPL UENCE ON ENGLISH PRO TESTdNTrSM 63 

faculty of political and ecclesiastical intrigue 
for which they became notorious in Christen- 
d ~ m . ~  On the Continent, prior t o  Mary's 
return t o  Scotland, a great Catholic League 
had been projected for the extirpation of 
Protestantism; and the overthrow of the 
Reformed English Church was, in particular, 
the object of mauifold intrigue. If the 
Queen of Scots, after her return, did not 
formally join this League, she was, at least, in 
frequent correspondence with her relatives in 
Prance, with the King of Spain, and with the 
Pope, regarding the restoration of Roman 
Catholicism throughout Britain.' What pre- 
vented the success of the manifold and constant 
plots against English Protestantism ? The 
causes of failure were various, and included 
mutual jealousies among Catholic potentates 
and parties. But not least among the forces 
which at this critical period saved the Reformed 
Church of England from peril were the staunch 
Protesta,ntism, enlightened patriotism, and 
statesmanlike vigilance of the leaders of the 
Scottish Church, To the influence of the 
Scottish Reformed Church it was largely due 
that no foreign invasion of England by way 
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of Scotland could be accomplished, and that 
no effective combination between Scottish and 
English Catholics was practicable. To the 
religious patriotism of Enox and his associates 
it was owing that grave internal differences 
between the Protestant nobility and the 
Reformed clergy, regarding the Church's 
patrimony and organisation, did not (ultimately 
at least) prevent the combination of the two 
parties against common foes. Through the 
same influence, Scottish Protestantism was 
neither alienated by the duplicity of Elizabeth, 
nor seduced by the fascinations of Mary, from 
that friendly co-operation with the English 
Government which, at this juncture, was the 
indispensable condition of England, even more 
than it was of Scotland, being conserved as 
part of Reformed Christendom.G 

11. The influence of the Reformed Scottish 
Church was not less upon the internal de- 
velopment than upon the external fortunes of 
English Protestantism. The main difference 
between the English and the Scottish Reforma- 
tion is well known. The former, more con- 
servative in character, was guided and con- 
trolled by leaders whose aim was the 
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estddishment of a Church independent of 
Rome, and purged from Romish error and 
corruption, yet with the minimum of diver- 
gence from the Roman Catholic Church as 
regarded ritual, organisation, and religious 
usage. The Scottish Reformation was more, 
radical in character. It was directed and 
moulded by men who considered less the 
continuity than the purity of the Church, 
and who emphasised, as the rule alike of 
faith, worship, and Church government, not 
ecclesiastical tradition, however venerable, 
but simply and solely the Word of God. 

Prom the outset, however, many Protestants 
in England had greater sympathy with the 
Scottish than with the English ideal' and 
method of reformation. On this party, and 
through it on the Church of England as a- 
whole, the influence of the Scottish Church 

, was most considerable; and that influence 
'was exerted both before and after divergence 
of view among English Protestants deepened, 
on the one side, into Anglican intolerance, on 
the other, into Puritan secession. In the 
latter part of the reign of Henry VIII.,. 
several outstanding Scotsmen of reforming 

5 
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views-including three notable Dominicans, 
Alexander Seton, John M'Alpine, and John 
M'Dowel 7-were driven by persecution into 
exile, and occupied positions of influence in 
the English Church. More conspicuously, 
during the reign of Edward VI. (1547-53), 
when the persecution of Protestants still 
prevailed in Scotland, England became a 
refuge for Scottish Reforming leaders and 
preachers. A t  a time when the majority of 
bishops, lower clergy, and people were still 
opposed to  change either. in creed or in ritual, 
John Knox, John Rough, John Willoclc, John 
M'Rrair, and other Scotsmen exercised their 
gifts south of the Tweed, with the specid 
sanction of the English Go~erninent.~ 

John Knox in particular exerted, at this 
period, on the partially Reformed Church of 
England a considerable portion of that direct- 
ing and controlling influence which, from first 
to  last, belonged t o  his well-defined views, 
powerful oratory, and impressive personality. 
So great was the effect of his preaching at this 
juncture that English papists, as Nary Stewart 
afterwards told him, ascribed his power to  
infernal agency.' At Berwick, where a 
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laborious ministry of two years was the means 
of winning to  the Reformed Faith a large 
proportion of the citizenship, and of visibly 
amending the morale of the garrison;1° at  
Newcastle, where he had the opportunity of 
expounding his views on the Mass before the 
“Council of the North,”” and where his 
signal success, along with the desire to get 
rid of too plain-spoken a preacher, moved the 
Duke of Northumberland to offer him the See 
of Rochester ; l2 in London, where he held the 
high office of a Royal Chaplain,18 with the 
double duty of preaching before the Court 
and itinerating on behalf of the Reform cause 
-in all these positions Knox was influential 
in the establishment of Protestantism, and 
pre-eminent in the propagation of what 
afterwards came t o  be known as Puritanism. 
He was the first notable ecclesiastic who 
introduced into England what was then the 
startling innovation of sitting instead of 
kneeling at  the Holy Communion, in order to 
avoid the danger of the idolatry of the Host. 
This innovation, in great measure through his 
example and advocacy, ere long became 
common, and constitutes the inauguration of 
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Puritan, as distinguished from High Anglican, 
worship.14 It was mainly, also, through the 
influence of b o x ,  as Royal Chaplain, with 
the Privy Council, that what extreme High 
Churchmen call the “Black Rubric,” but 
what Anglicans with Protestant sympathies 
regard as a bulwark of vital truth, was inserted 
into the Revised Prayer-Book of 1552 at  the 
end of the Communion office. This notable 
rubric-deleted, after Elizabeth’s accession, t o  
propitiate Catholics, replaced at the Restora- 
tion to conciliate Puritans, and still retained- 
declares distinctly that by the posture of 
kneeling (‘ no adoration is intended ” either of 
the sacramental bread and wine (“for that 
were idolatry ”) or of (‘ Christ’s natural Plesh 
and Blood,” which “are in heaven and not 
here.”16 To &ox, moreover, and to  his 
influence, direct and indirect, at this forma- 
tive period of the Anglican Church, may be 
ascribed, in some measure, the character and 
mould of the “Porty-two Articles’’ which 
afterwards became the ‘( Thirty-nine.” These 
articles, the composition mainly of Cranmer- 
were submitted to the Royal Chaplains in 
draft. There is evidence of one notable 
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alteration having been made in consequence 
of *objections taken by John Knox and some 
of his colleagues. We may reasonably con- 
clude, in the light of his position at Court, as 
well as of his relations with Cranmer and 
other English Church dignitaries, that he was 
more or less consulted in the framing of a 
Confession with which his own views were in 
substantial accord.10 

During the reign of Mary Tudor (1553-58) 
the influence of Enox on the English Church 
continued to  be exerted, although mainly on 
a different arena. For seven months after 
Mary's accession he remained in England at 
the peril of his life ; and we find him preach- 
ing laboriously in London, Carlisle, aud Kent, 
after almost every other Protestant voice had 
been silenced by royal interdict.17 During his 
exile on the Continent, numerous writings 
from his prolific pen-" comfortable epistles " 
and (' faithful admonitions "-helped to sustain 
under trial the faith of his personal friends 
and former congregations in England.1* Of 
the English refugees during the Marian 
persecution-estimated at  fully a thousand- 
a large proportiou formed themselves into 

. 
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congregations at Frankfort and at Geneva ; 
and the influential position held among them 
by Knox I is attested by his appointment as 
pastor, in each of these cities successively, 
over congregations which included such not- 
able English divines as Whittingham, Gilby, 
Foxe, Cole, Coverdale, and Sampson.19 The 
congregation at  Geneva, numbering over two 
hundred members, was decidedly Puritan in 
character ; and, on the accession of Elizabeth, 
when it became expedient to issue a Puritan 
manifesto in view of a fresh ecclesiastical 
settlement, it was upon &ox that the task 
devolved. His Brief Exhortatiolz t o  Eng- 
land,20 as the treatise was called, advocating 
substantially such a modification of episcopacy 
and such a system of national education as he 
afterwards established in Scotland, constitutes 
the earliest definite programme of the more 
radical English Reformers. It justifies Car- 
lyle’s designation of Knox as the (‘ chief priest 
and founder ” of English Puritanism.21 

111. The accomplishment of the Reforma- 
tion in Scotland on Calvinistic lines, in 1560, 
could not fail to encourage the English 
Puritans in their efforts t o  secure for their 
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views toleration and eventual ascendency. 
The Scottish General Assembly of 1566 sent 
a letter to the clergy of the sister Church, 
pleading for Christian charity and considera- 
tion towards those Puritan ministers who 
were unable, in the matter of vestments, to  
conform to ecclesiastical usage.22 When a 
division took place, at  this juncture, in the 
Puritan ranks, Scottish influence over English 
Churchmen was manifested, both in the case 
of the seceding minority and in that of the 
remanent majority. The former maintained 
in secret a Presbyterian organisation, as well 
as an order of worship according t o  Knox’s 
Book of Geneva ; the latter were encouraged 
by Scottish example and counsel to fight the 
battle of Puritanism and Presbyterianism 
within, instead of outside, the National 
Church. Scottish ecclesiastical institutions 
and usages began to be reproduced in England. 
The weekly “ Exercise ” or “ Prophesying,” 
which formed part of the early organisation of 
the Reformed Church of Scotland, and out of 
which the Presbytery afterwards developed, 
was instituted at Northampton in 1571, and 
subsequently lsecanie common in the English 
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Church. In 1572, the foundation of Eng1ish 
Presbyterianism was laid by the constitution 
of a ‘‘ Presbytery ” or Kirk-Session a t  Wands- 
worth, near London. The English Book of 
Discipline, published in 1583, and signed by 
500 clergy of the Church of England,-the 
‘( Palladium of English Presbyterianism ”- 
was partly modelled on the Scottish Book of 
Discipline, composed twenty years before by 
Knox and his colleagues. While these 
ecclesiastical developments were not peculiar 
to  Scotland, the influence of the Scottish 
Church in leading. t o  their. reproduction in 
England is amply attested by the significant 
charge of “ Scottizing” brought by Dr. Ban- 
croft, afterwards Primate of England, against 
the Puritan party in his own Church.25 

On the accession of James VI, in 1603 to  
the English throne, the known sympathy of the 
Scottish Church and the supposed sympathy of 
the Scottish King encouraged the English Puri- 
tans to  seek, through the famous Millenary and 
other petitions, the removal of grievances and 
the reformation of usages which were estranging 
them from the Church of England.24 The 
petitions were disregarded ; but a t  once their 

. 
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presentation and their rejection contributed to  
the consolidation of the Puritan party. In 
the succeeding reign of Charles I., the inaugu- 
ration of Puritan and Presbyterian resistance 
to  the Romanising policy of Laud was due to 
a Scottish minister in London, Dr. Alexander 
Leighton, the father of the future Archbishop 
of Glasgow. Leighton's Plea against the 
Prelacy received the signed approval of 500 
notable persons in England; and the brutal 
punishment of branding and mutilation which 
he endured contributed materially to  the anti- 
prelatical movement in the English Church, by 
enlisting the sympathy of thousands who had 
never read a line of his book.2G A few years 
later, the triumph of the National Covenant in 
Scotland, the displacement of Scottish Zpisco- 
pacy and replacement of Presbyterianism in 
1638, the extensive circulation in ' England 
of controversial pamphlets by Alexander 
Henderson and other proniinent Covenanters, 
along with their personal influence and pulpit 
eloquence during protracted negotiations in 
England with Charles I. in 1640-all combined 
to stimulate powerfully the movement which 
issued in the overthrow of English Episcopacy 



by the Long Parliament (1642) and in the 
convocation of the Westminste.r Assembly for 
the settlement, on n fresh basis, of the Church’s 
doctrine, worship, and government.2G When 
Parliament, in the following year, followed up 
that procedure by the establishment of Pres- 
byterianism, this momentous step was initiated 
with the signature of amanifesto drawn up by 
Scottish Churchmen and previously approved 
by the Scottish General Assembly-the memor- 
able Solemn League and Covenant. Not 
without significance, on the day (15th of Sep- 
tember 1643) when the members of the Long 
Parliament and of the TVestminster Assembly 
t h e  representatives of Church and State- 
stood up together in the Church of St. Margaret 
at Westminster with right hands raised to  
heaven, and took a solemn oath of fidelity to  
the Covenant, one of the two addresses was 
delivered by the Scottish Church leader, 
Alexander Henderson. In the other, Philip 
Nye, the English Independent, referred 
pointedly to the “light and beauty in niatters 
of order and discipline manifested by the 
churches of Scotland”; while, in all the sermons 
delivered on the occasion, the attitude of the 
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Scottish Covenanters was prominently referred 
to  as a motive to the adoption of the Covenant 
by the English nation. The Westminster 
Assembly, in its exhortation to the people of 
England, dwells upon the fact that the (( whole 
body of Scotland had willingly sworn and 
subscribed ” the Covenant, and that God had 
“vouchsafed to  disperse and scatter those dark 
clouds which overshadowed that loyal and 
religious kingdom ” after they had entered 
into such a solemn League and Covenant at 
the beginning of the late troubles there.” 22 

IV. The Presbyterian ascendency in Eng- 
land, superficial and shortlived as it was, 
derived the greater part of such strength and 
prestige as it possessed from the more thorough 
and deep-rooted Presbyterianism of the sister 
kingdom ; and when the day of reaction came, 
after the restoration of the monarchy, it was 
t o  Scottish influence, in part at least, that the 
preservation of English Presbyterianism was 
due. The ejection of 2000 English Pmlsy- 
terian ministers from their parishes in 1662 by 
the Act of Uniformity, without any provision 
being made for their maintenance, and the 
breaking up of their congregations by the 

* 
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Conventicle and Bive Mile Acts, reduced the 
Presbyterianism of England to  a feeble remnant. 
That it was not utterly extinguished, and that 
the ousted English pastors, with their congrega- 
tions, maintained, amid repressive statutes and 
social traducement, some organised existence, 
was due, in part, t o  the example of heroic 
endurance shown by the Scottish Covenanters 
in a still hotter furnace of persecution. Alex- 
ander Peden, from whom a hill near Otterburn 
in Northumberland, on which he was wont t o  
preach, has received its name ; William Veitch, 
who spent many years of his life in the same 
county, as well as in London and other parts 
of England ; and Alexander Carmichael, who, 
after his exile in 1672, became minister of 
a Presbyterian congregation in London, are 
prominent examples, among many, of Scottish 
Covenanters during the (‘ killing times,” who 
found in England at once a comparatively safe 
refuge a,nd a sphere of zealous and influential 
ministry.28 

In the eighteenth century, English Presby- 
terianism, delivered by the Revolution of 1688 
from external trouble, was subjected to the yet 
worse evil of internal dcclension; and the’ 
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‘Westminster Creed was depreciated and even 
discarded by Arian or Socinian successors of 
the Westminster Scotland itself 
was a t  this period by no means free from the 
same taint ; 30 yet through Scottish influence, 
mainly, an orthodox and evangelical element 
was conserved in the Presbyterim Church of 
England. In London and elsewhere, especially 
after the Union of the Kingdoms in 1707, 
congregations composed mainly of Scotsmen 
or their descendants, and ministered to by 
Scottish pastors, became rallying centres of 
evangelical Presbyterianism amid prevalent 
decadence. Testimony is borne in 1772 that 
the (‘ Scots’ Presbytery ” in London, in spite of 
the taunt that they were ‘‘ not dissenters upon 
principles of liberty,” had (‘ inviolably main- 
tained the faith and spirit of the parent church 
(of Scotland) in the land where Providence 
had cast their lot.” The main strongholds, 
however, of English Presbyterian fidelity to 
vital truth, during this century of theologicd 
down-grade, were in the northern counties. , 

The ecclesiastical intercourse of Presbyterians 
there with the Church of Scotland was par- 
ticularly frequent ; 82 and the ministers were 
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mostly men who had been trained for the 
pastorate in Scottish Universities. The anti- 
Arian influence thus exerted by Scottish upon 
English Presbyterianism may be estimated 
from the significant complaint, made in 17’3’7 
by a Yorkshire Presbyterian minister of Arian 
views, that ‘ in Northumberland, Cumberland, 
and some other places,” every vacancy was “ at- 
tempted to  be supplied from Scotland.” This 
practice he declares to  be ‘( a fatal obstacle to  the 
removal of attachment to  confessions of faith.”33 

Finally, the reviva.1 of English Presby- 
terianism, as a whole, on evangelical lines, in 
the early part of the present century, was due, 
in great measure, to  the previous revival of 
religion both in the National Church of Scot- 
land and in the Secession Churches. The 
wave of Scottish spiritual life, which gathered 
volume through the ministry of Chalmers in 
Glasgow and of Andrew Thomson in Edinburgb, 
overflowed into England. Earnest Scotsmen, 
both pastors and laymen, who crossed the 
Border, communicated the new life and re- 
ligious zeal of which they had themselves 
become possessed. Numerous English Pres- 
byterian congregations formed themselves into 
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a Synod which, although not subject t o  Scottish 
ecclesiastical jurisdiction, was in close com- 
munion with the Church of Scotland and 
largely under its iiifluence. After the appoint- 
ment of Chalmers to the Chair of Theology in 
Edinburgh (1828), English as well as Scottish 
students crowded his lecture-room, came under 
the spell of his fervid teaching, and bore away 
from the northern capital, to  their varied 
spheres of pastoral labour, seeds of spiritual 
vitality and energy which fructified in every 
corner of England.84 

V. Not the Presbyterianism only of England 
has been influenced by Scotland during the 
period subsequent t o  the Revolution; nor 
through the dominant Presbyterian Scottish 
Church alone has the religious and ecclesiastical 
influence of Scotland upon England been 
exerted. The Church of Scotland owes a deep 
debt of gratitude to  the learning of her English 
sister, whose ampler endowments have enabled 
her t o  cultivate more extensively many fields 
of historical research and theological inquiry ; 
but eminent representatives of the Church of 
England have acknowledged that the Church 
of Campbell, Beattie, and Reid in the eighteenth 
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century, and of Chalmers, Mncleod, &11acleoil 
Campbell, Tulloch, Millipn, and Robertson 
Smith (not to mention living divines) in the 
nineteenth, has repaid the debt in several im- 
portant spheres of religious thought.85 Prom 
the Scottish Church, moreover, the Church 
of England has received, in the century now 

. closing, not a few of her eminent dignitaries and 
divines, including a recent Archbishop of Can- 
terbury, and the present Archbishop of York. 

In recent days the Scottish Episcopal Church 
has been potently affected by the Church of ’ 

England, whose liturgy it uses, whose clergy 
it extensively imports, and whose varied 
tendencies and developments it reflects and 
reproduces. But the Church of England, in 
times not very remote, was considerably 
influenced by the Episcopal Church of Scot- 
land. In the end of the last, and in the 
beginning of the present, century, long prior 
t o  the Anglo-Catholic revival in England, the 
Scottish Episcopal clergy-notably Bishop 
John Skinner of Aberdeen, and Bishop Jolly 
of Moray and Ross-set a conspicuous example 
of devotion to those patristic studies which 
afterwards caused a large and increasing 

. 



THE SCOTTISH EPISCOPAL CHURCH 81 

section of the English Church t o  emphasise 
her Catholicity rather than her Protestantism.s0 
The proximity, moreover, of a sister Episcopal 
Church, whose clergy for a whole century after 
the Revolution were non-jurors, could not but 
help t o  foster the anti-Erastianism which 
characterises the modern as distinguished from 
the earlier school of High Church Anglican 
divines. Similarly, the consecration of the 
first North American Bishop, Senbury, by the 
Scottish Episcopate in 1784, after English 
prelates had refused his .application, led to  the 
revisal in 1187, by the Church of England, of 
her pusillanimously Erastian policy.8T Scottish 
bishops, also, owing to the declinature of the 
English hierarchy, consecrated at Stirling, in 
1825, the first bishop set apart for the Epis- 
copal superintendence of Anglican clergy and 
congregations on the Continent; and the 
enterprise of a Presbyter of the Scottish 
Episcopal Church-Dr. (afterwards Bishop) 
Walker, of Edinburgh,-inaugurated, eight 
years earlier, the Anglican service for British 

' residents in Rome.8s Finally, the synodical 
form of Church government exemplified by 
the Scottish Episcopal Church, along doubtless 

6 
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with the example of the Presbyterian General 
Assembly, helped to cause the revival, about 
the middle of this century, of the English House 
of Convocation.89 
:’ V.I. English Methodism, in the latter part of 
the eighteenth century, influenced the Churches 
of Scotland more than it was influenced By 
them ; although John Wesley once complained 
bitterly of the “dead ufeeling multitudes o€ 
Scotland,” whom he contrasted with the “living 
stones ” of the northern English 
Yet Methodism received as well as gave; it 
drew preachers from, as well as gave them to, 
Scotland. While in many respects, moreover, 
the Church of the Wesleys differs from Presby- 
terianism both in doctrine and in discipline, 
there can be no doubt that in the transforma- 
tion of Methodism, towards the close of the 
eighteenth century, from a Society within the 
Church of England into an organisation out- 
side of it, the neighbourhood‘ of a national 
Presbyterian Church in Scotland exercised an 
appreciable influence both as an incentive and 
as a model. “As soon as I am dead,” said 
Wesley, “the Methodists will be a regular 
Presbyterian Church.” 41 His own maternal 
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grandfather and great grandfather had been 
notable Presbyterians ; his father had been 
educated as a Presbyterian student ; 42 and he 
himself, in his system, adopted that compromise 
between Episcopacy and Presbytery which in 
the Scottish Reformed Church had been 
originally instituted but afterwards discarded 
-the office of the Superintendent, above the 
ordinary pastors as individuals, but subject 
to their jurisdiction as a body. In 1792, 
the Wesleyan leader Samuel Bradburn-the 

’ Methodist Demosthenes, as he has been called 
-frankly declared in a controversial tract, 
( (  Our Quarterly meetings answer to those 
Church meetings in Scotland called the Pres- 
bytery ; our District meetings agree exactly 
with the Synod ; and the Conference with the 
National or General Assembly.” “ Whatever 
we may choose to  call ourselves, we must be 
Presbyterians.” 43 A few years later, in 1‘796, 
a movement originated among the Methodists 
in favour of an equal proportion of pastors and 
laymen in the General Conference, after the 
model of the Scottish Church Courts; and it 
is significant that the leader of this new 
(departure, Alexander Wham, had laboured 
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for three years as a superintendent in Scot- 
land.44 The movement, although defeated, was 
strong enough to result in the secession of 3000 
members, who founded the New Connexion, now 
numbering 30,000 ; and, within recent years, 
the main body of Methodists have substantially 
adopted the views of the seceders by the 
establishment of a Representative Conference 
(auxiliary to the Conference proper), which 
takes place prior to  that of pastors and super- 
intendents, and in which ministers and 
lay-deputies sit together. The approach of 
Methodism to Presbyterianism has thus become 
another stage closer than before. 

We have thus seen how, in each period of 
history since the Reformation, the influence of 
the Scottish on the English Church-in the 
wider sense of both words-has been always 
appreciable and often conspicuous. Scottish 
Protestantism helped to mould the doctrine 
and worship of the Reformed Church of 
England during the latter’s infancy; it con- 
tributed afterwards to the growth of the revolt 
against her intolerance at more than one period 
of her maturity; it had some share, further, 
through varied channels of influence, in shaping 
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the development both of the Church of England 
and of her great Methodist rival in modern 
times. Amid repeated fluctuations in the 
fortunes of English Presbyteria,nism, amid its 
external depression and its internal decadence, 
the Scottish Presbyterian Church has remained 
always a power-sometimes oppressed, some- 
times dominant, now fervent, now moderate, 
here accepting, there renouncing State con- 
nection, but ever exerting a 4  influence over its 
English Presbyterian sister by its sympathy, 
its activity, and, above all, its testimony. 

Prom the influence of the Reformed Scottish 
Church in England we turn to  the yet more 
signal part which it has taken in moulding 
the religious condition and ecclesiastical history 
of Ireland. 

I. The early religious annals of Scotland 
and Ireland contain a notable record of mutual 
helpfulness. In the early part of the fifth 
century, while North Britain gave 'to the Irish 
their apostle and patron saint, Patrick of 
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Strathclyde, to  Ireland North Britain appears 
to  owe the conversion of Ternan, the evan- 
gelist of what is now Ein~ardineshke.~~ To- 
wards the close of the same century, and in 
the early part of the sixth, eminent Irish 
saints, including Pinnian of Moville, the 
teacher of Columba, received, as youths, their 
monastic and missionary training within the 
far-famed Candida Casa ” of Galloway ; 4G and 
there is some evidence that, about the same 
time, Irish Christians were not only following 
with the Gospel message their fellow country- 
men who had emigrated to North Britain, 
but were continuing the evangelisation, begun 
by St. Ninian, of the Southern P i ~ t s . ~ ~  In 
the latter part of the sixth century, as was 
formerly noted, Ireland not only gave Colurnba 
to  Scotland, but received in return from Iona 
part of that great missionary impulse which, 
during the seventh century, caused Irish 
monks to be the chief evangelists of Con- 
tinental heathendom. In the former part of 
the eighth century, there came over from Ire- 
land to Lochleven and elsewhere the original 
Culdees of Scotland, whose successors minis- 
tered to a large portion of the people, a t  first 
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faithfully, afterwards negligently, down to the 
age of Queen M a r g a r e ~ ~ ~  This last spiritual 
benefaction remained for long substantially 
unrequited. At length, after an interval of 
nearly nine hundred years, it was abundantly 
repaid in that great movement of colonial pro- 
pagation through which the Scottish Church 
in the seventeenth century became the mother 
of Irish Presbyterianism, and a bulwark of 
Irish Protestantism. If in the province of 
Ulster the Reformed Faith is conspicuously 
in the ascendant, although in Ireland, as a 
whole, the Roman Church claims three-fourths 
of the population; and if the enlightenment, 
enterprise, and prosperity of the North of Ire- 
land equal those of any other portion of the 
British dominions, while the rest of the island, 
a few important centres and districts excepted, 
lags notably behind; this result is largely due 
to  the Ulster Presbyterians, the descendants 
of Scottish settlers, who brought along with 
them, propagated around them, and trans- 
mitted to  their posterity the doctrine, dis- 
cipline, worship, and, above all, the spirit of 
the Reformed Scottish 

11. Three memorable events in the seven- 
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teenth century led to the exercise in Ireland 
by the Scottish Church of a potent and, as it 
proved, permanent influence. 

1. The first was the (( Plantation ’’ of Ulster 
-an enterprise occasioned by Irish disaffection 
towards English rule, and by the precipitate 
flight, after alleged treason, of the Earls of 
Tyrone and Tyrconnel in 1601. Large tracts 
of country in that province, extending to about 
500,000 acres, were forfeited to the British 
Crown; and liberal grants of land which, in 
whole or part, was lying waste through long 
neglect and frequent warfare, were made over 
on reasonable conditions to  British 
The greater share of these territorial conces- 
sions fell to the Scots, The spirit of enter- 
prise is characteristic of the Scottish people; 
Ulster was the home of a large section of their 
remote ancestors ; and the vicinity of Ireland 
t o  the south-west of Scotland’ suggested at  
once the application for, and the bestowal of, 
royal grants. That a large proportion of the 
colonists came from Ayrshire and Wigtownshire 
is proved by the prevalence of certain names 
alike in these two counties and in 

The religious and ecclesiastical outcome of 
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this migration was most conspicuous. In  the 
beginning of the seventeenth century the popu- 
lation of Ulster was more Roman Catholic than 
that of Ireland as a whole;" and so meagre 
was the organisation of the Reformed Church, 
that not only were numerous parishes without 
Protestant pastors, but three Episcopal sees- 
Derry, Raphoe, and Clogher-had never been 
supplied with a Reformed bishop. The share 
of Scotland in the consolidation of the Pro- 
testant Episcopal establishment may be in- 
ferred from the fact that, in 1610, five Irish 
sees were occupied by churchmen of Scottish 
birth." 

The Plantation of Ulster, however, is memor- 
able, in the religious sphere, chiefly as the 
event which led to  the foundation of the Scoto- 
Irish Presbyterian Church. Up t o  that time, 
although individual Presbyterians were found 
in Irela8nd, some of them occupying influential 
positions, Presbyterianism, in any organised 
form, was non-e~is tent .~~ By a strange irony, the 
rise of an Irish Presbyterian Church was due 
t o  the policy of a king who disliked Presby- 
tery as the supposed foe of monarchy. James I, 
was then engaged in the process of transform- 

- 
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ing the government of the Scottish Church into 
episcopacy; and it suited the scheming king 
t o  give, as well as discontented Scotsmen to 
accept, the opportunity of leaving their native 
land. The ecclesiastical circumstances, more- 
over, ensured that the Presbyterian farmers 
who emigrated from Scotland would be accom- 
panied by an adequate supply of sympathetic 
spiritual husbandmen. It must be added. that, 
while a portion of the Scottish immigrants 
were men of moral worth and religious life, 
the majority appear to have been a t  first of 
opposite character; so that, to an earnest 
Scottish Presbyter, the spiritual condition of 
his fellow-countrymen in Ireland, even more 
than his own ecclesiastical discomfort in Scot- 
land, presented a strong motive for emigration.66 
To Ulster, accordingly, there came from the 
Scottish Church, between 1613 and 1630, 
most of the men who are venerated as the 
fathers and founders of Irish Presbyterianism 
-Edward Brice 6o of Broadisland, who, as 
minister of Drymen in Stirlingshire, had been 
a conspicuous opponent of Archbishop Spottis- 
wood ; Robert Cunningham of Holywood, 
described by a younger contemporary as “the 
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man who most resembled the meekness of 
Jesus Christ that ever I saw ” ; Robert Blair 68 
of Bangor (great-grandfather of the more cele- 
brated Hugh Blair of Edinburgh), an adversary, 
like Brice, of the prelatists, who had driven 
him from a Chair in the University of Glas- 
gow ; Josias Welsh 69 of Oldstone, afterwards of 
Templepatrick, son of the more famous John 
Welsh of Ayr, and grandson of John Enox; 
James Hamilton Go of Ballywalter, who at a 
later stage took the leading part in the pro- 
pagation of the Solemn League and Covenant ; 
George Dunbar G1 of Lame, who had been twice 
ejected from his charge at  A.yr, and subse- 
quently imprisoned at Blackness for Pres- 
byterian persistency ; John Livingstone G2 of 
Killinchy, great-grandson of the Lord Living- 
stone who was guardian of Queen Mary, and, 
like most of the others, a notable opponent of 
prelacy and of Anglican innovations in his 
own land. 

Fortunately for the Presbyterian immi- 
grants, the head of the Anglican Church in 
Ireland, during part of this period, was the 
celebrated Archbishop Ussher, I the Leighton 
of Irish Episcopacy. His laudable attempt, 

. 
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like that of the Scottish prelate half a century 
later, t o  effect a union between Episcopalians 
and Presbyterians, was unsuccessful ; and in 
the closing years of his primacy, between 
1636 and 1640, he was unable to  prevent the 
deposition of Presbyterian ministers and the 
repression of Presbyterian worship under the 
potent influence of Wentworth. and Laud. 
But, during the critical period of its infancy, 
Irish Presbyterianism received from Ussher, 
as Bishop of Meath and afterwards as Arch- 

. bishop of Armagh, a generous toleration. 
Under him, indeed, as well as other contem- 
porary prelates, owing mainly t o  the dearth 
of Reformed Episcopal clergy, several Presby- 
terian ministers received the cure of vacant 
parishes (without renunciation of Presbyterian 
principles and usages), as a supplementary 
part of the Anglican ecclesiastical organisa- 
tionnG3 

2. The second conspicuous impulse to the 
extension of Scottish Church influence in Ire- 
land, and particularly in Ulster, was given by 
the massacre of 1641. Whether this massacre 
was the outcome of a deliberate Romish con- 
spiracy against an aggressive Protestantism, 
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or, as is more probable, a bloody incident in 
what was essentially an anti-British insurrec- 
tionG4 by a conquered a,nd partially dispos- 
sessed race, there can be no doubt that in this 
time of terror thousands of Ulster Protestants GG 

were pitilessly butchered, and the foundation 
was then laid for that religious animosity 
which prevails in the North of Ireland t o  the 
present hour. By this time the relations 
between Charles I. and the English Parliament 
had become strained; and that Parliament 
was not prepared to entrust the king with an 
army which, after suppressing Irish rebellion, 
might be used for oppressing English subjects. 
Charles, moreover, had given some occasion 
for the dark suspicion, even if in reality un- 
founded, that he had himself fomented the 
insurrection in its earlier stage for selfish poli- 
tical purposes. The king, accordingly, solicited 
the aid of the Scottish Estates, which were 
then under the control of the Covenanters. 
The appeal for intervention was favourably re- 
ceived ; the necessary sanction of the English 
Parliament was, after some delay, obtained ; 
and an army of 10,000 Scots was despatched 
t o  Ulster, in the spring of 1642, to  put down 
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the revolt, and to protect the lives of the 8cot- 
tish colonists (estimated as newly 100,000), 
and of the Protestant population as n whole. 
Scottish influence in Ulster, thus strengthened, 
was further promoted by the English regiments 
already there being placed under the military 
authority of the Scottish general, Munro.GU 

This expedition in 1642 marks a fresh epoch 
in the history of Presbyterianism in Ireland. 
The Irish rebellion had driven out of Ulster 
most of the Episcopal clergy who escaped the 
massacre; the Scottish army restored to  the 
North of Ireland Presbyterian ministry and 
worship. The troops from Scotland, accom- 
panied by Presbyterian chaplains, continued 
in the country, not only until the insurrection 
was suppressed, but until all danger of its 
renewal was over; many, moreover, both of 
the military and of the ministers, remained 
as permanent settlers after the conclusion of 
their temporary work as deliverers. At a 
time when Scottish influence was thus pre- 
dominant in Ulster, the opportunity was taken 
of developing the Presbyterian community into 
an organised Church. Previously there had 
been only pastors and congregations holding 
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Presbyterian views, and more or less tolerated 
according to  the attitude of bishops and 
governors. During the military occupation, 
kirk-sessions had been established in the 
regiments, God-fearing officers acting as elders ; 
and in June 1642 the first formally constituted 
Presbytery in Ireland came into existence at  
Carrickfergus. It consisted of five Scottish 
regimental chaplains, and four officers who also 
were elders. The organisation thus inaugurated 
was speedily extended. Seven congregations 
were organised as a Presbytery of Antrim, 
eight as a Presbytery of Down. In response 
to a n  Irish petition for assistance, the Scottish 
General Assembly, in the autumn of 1642, 
sent six deputies to aid in the development of 
the Presbyterian organisation. The churches 
became crowded with worshippers; and not 
a few Episcopal clergy joined the Presbyterian 

3. The third notable impulse to the growth 
of Scottish ecclesiastical influence in Ireland 
was given by the Solemn League and Covenant, 
which was adopted by England and Scotland 
in 1643, Presbyterianism became, in conse- 
quence, the national religion of Great Britain ; 
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and although this ascendency, outside of 
Scotland, was artificial and short -lived, it 
lasted long enough to strengthen the influence 
of the Scottish Church in Ireland. With the 
joint sanction of. the English and Scottish 
Parliaments, commissioners were despatched 

. t o  Ulster from Scotland by the General 
Assembly to administer the Covenant. It is 
expressly declared by one of the commissioners 
(Patrick Adair) “that only those whose con- 
sciences stirred them up to it ” were asked for 
their signatures; and in many quarters, as 
might have been expected, opposition was 
encountered. But enthusiasm for the cause 
was also widespread ; ‘‘ the Covenant was taken 
with great affection,” and Presbyterian congre- 
gations were formed where none had formerly 
existecL0* The double impulse, communicated 
by the expedition of 1642 and the Commission of 
1644, was followed, after an interval, by enforced 
tranquillity under Cromwell. As the outcome 
of these various influences, the disorganised 
Presbyterian remnant which had survived the 
repressive policy of Laud and Wentworth 
developed into an organised Church of eighty 
congregations, under the government of a 
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General Synod." The social disintegration, 
moreover, and the decay of religion and morals, 
resulting from the prolonged intestine warfare 
which the massacre had inaugurated; were 
effectively arrested by the consolidation and 
extension, through Scottish agency, of a 
Church whose discipline, if sometimes severe, 
was on the whole, in the circumstances, 
salutary. 70 

111. During the interval between the 
Restoration of 1660 and the Revolution of 
1688, the persecution of Irish Presbyterians, 
while less severe than that of the Scottish 
Covenanters, was sufficient t o  try the con- 
stancy of both pastors and people. The 
illustrious author of the Liberty of Pro- 
phesyifiy-Jeremy Taylor-led the policy of 
repression in 1661 by silencing thirty-six 
preachers within his diocese at  his first 
visitation as Bishop of Down and Connor. 
Sixty - one Presbyterian ministers in Ulster 
were ejected, many of them being imprisoned 
or banished on the ground of nonconformity 
or on pretence of disloyalty. Presbyterian 
churches were for a time closed, and the 
interdicted worship could be conducted only 

7 
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in secrecy, Presbyterian adherents were 
cited before diocesan courts to  answer for 
non- attendance at  Episcopal churches, and 
were impoverishe$ by heavy fines.71 ICidicule 
was added to  repression : in a drama entitled 
the Nonconformist, a Presbyterian minister 
was put into the stocks and held up to  un- 
seemly m~ckery.’~ If, notwithstanding all, 
the Irish Presbyterians continued steadfast in 
their testimony, and even propagated their 
principles in districts of the country previously 
unreached, such faithful persistency may be 
ascribed, in no small degree, t o  the signal 
example of the Mother Church in her 
yet fiercer conflict - the example which 
fugitires from Scotland were constantly 
reporting in Ireland, of Scottish Cove- 
nanters enduring the rude violence of the 
troopers, the torture of “boot” or thumb- 
screw, and in many cases death itself, in 
defence of what they believed to be vital 
Christian truth. 

The influence of the Scottish Church in 
Ireland was continued in post - Revolution 
times. An Irish Archbishop, in 1715, 
estimated that during the previous quarter 
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of a century there had been a fresh immigration 
into Ulster of fifty thousand Scotch families, 
attracted by cheap farms or openings for 
trade.” The religious coldness which crept 
over Scotland, as over Christendom generally, 
in the eighteenth century, affected also the 
Presbyterian Church of Ireland. The Arian 
and Socinian tendencies, which then char- 
acterised tz portion of the parochial preaching 
and academic teaching of the Scottish Church, 
were reproduced in a similar, and eventually 
more pronounced, deflection from sound faith 
among the Irish Presbyterian ministers, many 
of whom received in Xcotland their professional 
trainingT4 The Scottish Presbyterian Xeces- 
sions of the eighteenth century, the con- 
troversies which attended them, and the 
subsequent schisms among the Seceders 
themselves, reappeared in Ireland, infusing 
into Irish, as into Scottish, ecclesiastical life 
at once an earnest and a narrow spirit,76 The 
Scottish evangelica.1 movement in the early 
part of the nineteenth century had as its 
spiritual counterpart the Irish anti-Unitarian 
movement, in which Dr. Henry Cooke of 
Belfast was the successful champion of 
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or thodo~y .~~  The missionary revival in 
Scotland, of which, as we have seen, Inglis 
was the pioneer and Duff the apostle, stimulated 
the establishment, in 1830, of an Irish 
Presbyterian Missionary Society which, like 
that of the Mother Church, occupied a field 

’ in our Indian Empire.17 The return of the 
Scottish Churches, during the present genera- 
tion, to  the use of instrumental music in con- 
gregational praise, and (what is of‘ more 
importance) the increased attention paid in 
.recent years to  the devotional services as 
distinguished from the sermon, has been 
followed by a similar movement among Irish 
Presbyterians, with au issue more conservative, 
indeed, but so far in the same direction. 
Finally, while a close and cordial intercourse, 
involving mutual influence, has been main- 
tained, without interruption, between the 
Presbyterians of Ireland and one or more 
branches of the Scottish Church, a tem- 
porary estrangement of Irish Presbyterianism 
from the National Church of Scotland, 
occasioned by the lamentable events of 1.843, 
has recently been happily removed. Ten 
years ago, a deputation from the daughter 
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Church received a warm welcome from 
the Scottish General Assembly, and the 
bond between Irish and Scottish Presby- 
terianism became stronger and closer than 
ever. 

It does not concern us here to  determine 
the rightness or the wrongness of the atti- 
tude which the Presbyterian Church of Ire- 
land has, with substantial unanimity, adopted 
regarding the keenly contested question of 
Irish Home Rule. From the historical stand- 
point, however, it is pertinent to recognise’ 
that (whether for good or for evil), through 
the influence, in considerable measure, of 
the Irish Presbyterian Church, the Home 
Rule policy remains still unaccomplished. 
Ulster, with its strong Presbyterianism and 
keen anti-Romanism,l* with its population 
of Scottish descent, and its persistent attach- 
ment to British connection, has pre-eminently 
and effectually “ barred the way.” When 
the Scottish Church in the seventeenth 
century spread itself over the North of 
Ireland with self - propagative activity, it 
created unconsciously a great force destined 
to  arrest, temporarily or permanently, what 
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some have lauded as a beneficei-h irenicon, 
and others have denounced as a pernicious 
scheme of disintegration, but what a11 regard 
as a policy fraught with momentous imperial 
issues. 


