
LECTURE V 

THE INFLUENCE OF T E E  SCOTTISH CHURCH 

I N  BRITISH COLONIES, PARTICULARLY IN 
NORTH AMERICA. 

THE Sovereign of Great Britain rules over a 
Greater Britain " on which the sun never 
sets'.' ; and Scotsmen . have ever taken a 
prominent part in colonial enterprise. The 
Scottish Church, accordingly, through her 
individual members and ecclesiastical organisa- 
tions, has spread forth her branches, propa- 
gated her testimony, and diffused her influence 
in almost every region of the habitable 
world. 

I. As regards Asia, in our Indian Empire, 
and in numerous towns and districts elsewhere, 
from Smyrna in the West to  Yeddo in the 
East, the Scottish Churches not only evangelise 
the native races through about four hundred 
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European missionaries, but minister, partly 
through chaplains and other pastors, partly 
through ordained missionaries, to  a British 
population which includes many thousands of 
Scotsmen. In India, especially, much-needed 
witness is thus borne, among European com- 
munities, to Protestant and evangelical truth. 

In Africa, during the ninety years which 
have elapsed since Cape Colony came under 
British rule, and the abolition of slavery 
throughout the British Empire inaugurated a 
fresh interest in the negro race, the Scottish 
Church has made its influence widely felt, 
not only among the native populations in 
many regions of the continent, but also 
among the Dutch and Scottish colonists. To 
the Dutch Reformed Church in South Africa 
it contributed a supplementary ministry, a 
developed constitution, and Spiritual inde- 
pendence ; for the more recent Scottish settlers 
it has made a spiritual provision, considerable 
although inadequate, which appears likely, 
ere long, to issue in the consolidation of the 
scattered Presbyterian congregations into a 
united and fully organised Church.l 

When Australia, seventy-five years ago, 

. 
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under the enlightened government of Sir 
Thomas Brisbane, ceased to be a mere penal 
settlement, and became the new home of 
respectable and industrious colonists, the 
Church of Scotland, under the auspices of the 
Governor-himself an elder of the Kirk-was 
early in the field with a Presbyterian pastorate. 
In 1826, mainly through the energy of John 
Dunmore Lang, a minister from the Presbytery . 
of Irvine, a miniature Scottish Church was 
organised, in the form of B Presbytery of New 
South Wales. Prom the Church at home came 
seasonable help, through supply of ministers 
and contributions of money, as well as un- 
seasonable hindrance, through the propagation 
of ecclesiastical conflict and schism. Not- 
withstanding repeated disruption (followed, 
however, by early reunion), the original Aus- 
tralian Presbytery has gradually expanded into 
a strong Pederal Union of the Presbyterian 
Churches in the six AustraliaB colonies. This 
United Presbyterian Church of Australia 
comprises nearly five hundred congregations, 
possesses two well-equipped theological colleges, 
exercises through its clergy and leading laity a 
conspicuous influence on the social and religious 

. 
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life of the colony, and has taken a prominent 
part in the evangelisation of the Xouth Sea 
Islands, notably through the apostolic labours 
of John Gibson Paton.2 

The Presbyterian Church of New Zealand 
is the youngest daughter of the Church of 
Scotland. Within sixteen years of the founda- 
tion of the colony ‘in 1840, Presbyteries of 
Auckland in the north and of Otago in the 
south had been constituted-the original 
organisations out of which have been developed 
two Presbyterian Churches, independent of 
each other as t o  jurisdiction, but associated 
in a “ union of co-operation,” and including 
together over three hundred congregations. 
The colony of Otago is peculiarly a creation 
of the Scottish Church. It was founded at 
Dunedin, in 1848, by 236 Free Church emi- - 
grants accompanied by a Free Church pastor ; 
and, after the lapse of half a century, Presby- 
terianism still “ holds the first place ” among 
the religious denominations of the southern 
pr~vince.~ 

In South America, Central America, and 
the West Indies, through isolated congrega- 
tions in Buenos Ayres, Brazil, Honduras, 
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Bermuda, St. Vincent, and elsewhere, the 
Scottish Church through some one of its 
branches, provides for Scottish settlers the 
religious service to  which they have been 
accustomed from childhood ; while in British 
Guiana an organised Presbytery of the Church 
of Scotland, and in Jamaica, along with Trini- 
dad, a group of Presbyteries, belonging t o  the 
U.P. Church, combine with ministry t o  British 
colonists pastoral oversight of native and mixed 
populations-the descendants, in great part, of 
emancipated slaves.4 

11. It is in North America, however, 
especially in what is, or once was, British 
territory, that the self-propagative influence of 
the Scottish Church abroad has been most 
signally exemplified. Among the thirty or 
more distinct religious denominations which 
constitute North American Christendom, the 
Presbyterian Church, or family of Churches, 
now ranks, numerically, as fourth ; the Roman 
Catholics, Methodists, and Baptists having 
each a larger membership. The influence of 
Presbyterianism, however, is much greater 
than the relative number of its adherents 
suggests ; it holds a place second to none as a 
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factor in the historical development of American 
, Christianity, and is foremost in the theological 

activity of the New World. Even when the 
numerical standard alone is applied, the notable 
fact is clisclosed that the total population of the 
English-speaking Presbyterian communities of 
North America-estimated at over nine millions 
-is considerably more than double of that 
which is attached to the Presbyterian Churches 
of Great Britain and Irelanda6 To Scottish 
influences, direct or indirect, the growth and 
mould of American Presbyterianism are by 
universal acknowledgment mainly due. Amid 
doctrinal and constitutional divergence which 
has repeatedly developed into schism, the 
various Presbyterian Churches of the Western 
Continent have united in recognising the 
Church of Scotland as the common mother of 
them all. 

The Scottish Church, in the wider accepta- 
tion of the term, is also the mother of American 
Reformed Episcopacy in its fully developed 
and organised form. The Protestant Episco- 
pate of the United States, whose jurisdic- 
tion extends over a population of fully three 
millions, traces its descent not from the great 
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Church of England, but from her lowlier 
Scottish Episcopal sister. Down t o  the era of 
the American Revolution, the Anglicans of the 
New World were strangely left destitute of 
bishops? A t  length, in 1783, the clergy of 
Connecticut spontaneously elected to  the office 
Dr. Samuel Seabury, originally a, missionary 
of the Society for the Propagation of the 
Gospel, and afterwards a chaplain in the 
Royalist army during the Revolutionary war. 
He was sent to  England for consecration, but 
there were “lions in the way.” The English 
hierarchy doubted the propriety of consecrating 
a bishop for whom the oaths in the English 
Ordinal were inappropriate, and to  whom 
neither legal diocese nor reliable endowment 
had been assigned ; they were timidly averse, 
also, t o  an ecclesiastical procedure which had 
not received the sanction either of the Con- 
necticut legislature or of the British Parlia- 
ment. In this dilemma three bishops of the 
Scottish Episcopal ‘ Church-Robert Kilgour, 
Artliur Petrie, and John Skinner-came to the 
assistance of the American Church, “venturing,” 
as the last-named, in the spirit of a non-juror, 
expressed it, “ to show more regard to the Acts 
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of the Apostles than to Acts of Parliament.” 
In November 1884, within an “upper room” 
fitted up as a chapel, in an obscure street of 
Aberdeen, the memorable consecration took 
place through which a Reformed Episcopate 
was communicated to American Christendom.7 

111. The “Pilgrim Fathers’’ who came to 
New England with the MayJower in 1620, 
and laid the early foundations of British 
America, belonged t o  the Congregationalist 
section of the English Puritans. But, a few 
years later, two Scottish Presbyters-George 
Stirke and Patrick Copland-are found minis- 
tering to  Puritans in the Bermudas ; * in 1629, 
a Presbyterian colony, planted in Massa- 
chusetts, was ecclesiastically organised by two 
English ‘ministers who had been ejected from 
their charges for nonconformity ; and, during 
the great formative period of American history, 
from the middle of the seventeenth to the 
middle of the eighteenth century, when the 
British colonies were being gradually developed 
into the American nation, about one-half of the 
emigrants mere Presbyterians from the first, 
while others became such through gravitation 
towards the stronger body.1° The ecclesiastical 
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stamp impressed upon American Christianity 
during those hundred years remains, in some 
degree, to  the present hour. 

In  the growth and consolidation of this pre- 
dominant Presbyterianism in North America, 
the Scottish Church, as already indicated, 
took, directly or indirectly, the principal part. 
Out of the four thousand Presbyterians, 
indeed, who are stated to have emigrated to 
New England between 1620 and 1640:l the 
majority were probably Englishmen, because 
during that period the motive t o  self-expatria- 
tion was stronger among English than among 
Scottish Presbyterians. In  spite of the ecclesi- 
astical despotism of which James I. was the 
crafty pioneer and Charles I. the reckless pro- 
moter, there were inScotland, during their reigns, 
no such drastic dealings with Presbyterian 

' champions as those which in England, under 
the guidance of Laud and the Star-chamber, 
branded, scourged , and mutilated Alexander 
Leighton.12 It was otherwise during the latter 
half of the seventeenth century. After the 
battle of Dunbar in 1651, Oliver Cromwell 
despatched Scottish prisoners in shiploads to  
the plantations of North America, to be sold 
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as bondmen.I8 During the twenty - eight 
years which intervened between the Restora- 
tion of 1660 and the Revolution, multitudes of 
Scottish Covenanters were either transported to 
America as a penalty. for alleged crime, or sought 
there a refuge from protracted persecution at  
home.14 So conspicuous a source of emigration 
was Scotland at this epoch, that landowners of 
New Jersey, anxious to  direct the stream into 
their own channel, anticipated the advertising 
agencies of later times, and circulated among 
the Scottish people an attractive description of 
the territory for sale in their province, with 
assurances of complete religious liberty.16 

It was during this period of tribulation 
in Scotland that Ninian Beale, a God-fearing 
colonel and an elder of the Eirk, founded a 
Scottish colony in the district of Maryland 
where afterwards arose the city of Washington. 
He attracted to the new settlement two 
hundred Presbyterian fellow-countrymen, con- 
stituted them into a eongregation, provided 
them with a pastor, and afterwards assigned 
t o  them land for a church." . During the 
same period, after the battle of Bothwell 
Bridge, another colony of persecuted Scots 

, 
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.under Lord Cardross-many of them persons 
of high sociasl standing - settled in South 
Carolina. A large proportion of the pro- 
fessional men in that State were afterwads 
found to be of Scottish ancestry.17 In 1685 
a hundred refugee Scotsmen, accompanied by 
two covenanting pastors-Archibald Riddell 
and John Frazer-who had been allowed to 
exchange imprisonment - for exile, settled in 
New Jersey on the site which afterwards be- 
came Woodbridge ;I8 and in a work published 
by the leader of the party, at the time of their 
departure from Scotland, incidental mention is 
made ‘ of 290 other emigrants, who had sailed 
for the same colony from Leith and Montrose 
in the preceding year.” These instances of 
Scottish colonisation, during the time of per- 
secution, are only samples of many others 
which have escaped, for the most part, the 
research of historians,20 . 

The number of emigrants from Scobland a t  
this epoch was not more notable than their 
quality. Among the two hundred and ninety 
colonists who sailed from Leith and Montrose 
in 1684 were “gentlemen and merchants of 
very good repute.” The deputy governor 
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’ of New Jersey, in a letter of the same year, 
testifies that (‘the Scots coming now, and 
settling, advance the province more than it 
hath advanced these ten years ” ; 21 and what is 
specially recorded of this colony by Bancroft, 
the eminent historian, applies more or less to  
American settlements in general during that 
period - (( Scottish Presbyterians of virtue, 
education, and courage, blending a love of 
popular liberty with religious enthusiasli3,” 
emigrated “ i n  such numbers as to give to 
the rising commonwealth a character which a 
century and a half have not effaced.” 22 

IV. The movement which began in Scot- 
land under. the impulse of persecution, con- 
tinued in the more peaceful times which 
followed the Revolution of 168 8. Refugees 
from tyranny, who had prospered in their 
western homes, attracted thither fellow- 
countrymen who desired t o  join their friends 
or to escape from poverty. A portion of the 
members of the ill-fated Darien expedition 
(1698), including several of the ministers who 
accompanied the adventurers, found their way, 
eventually, t o  New England or other North 
American provinces ; 23 and, in the earlier half 

. 
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of the eighteenth century, extensive Scottish 
settlements took place both in the northern 
and in the southern 

Still more conspicuous, during this period, 
was the influx of Presbyterians, of Scottish 
descent, from the North of Ireland; for in 
their case the spirit of enterprise was stim- 
ulated by ecclesiastical repression. With 
flagrant ingratitude for signal service rendered 
by the men of Ulster at the Revolution, 
Presbyterians were debarred by the Irish 
Test Act of 1704 from holding any office in 
army or navy, excise or post-office, law-court 
or civic corporation ; they were interdicted 
even from being married by Presbyterian 

Large contingents of Scoto-Irish 
emigrants, in consequence, streamed into New 
England, Pennsylvania and Delaware, accom- 
panied or followed by Presbyterian pastors 
from Ulster or from Scotland.20 The irritation 
caused by the imposition of ecclesiastical dis- 
abilities was supplemented, as an incentive to 
emigration, by impoverishment due to sue- 
cessive failures of harvest,27 and by glowing 
descriptions of material, prosperity and spiritual 
liberty published by colonial agents. A Penn- 

. 
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sylvanian historian of the eighteenth centuryz8 
declares that, for a number of years prior to 
1750, there emigrated annually to  that colony 
alone about 12,000 Ulstermen, who were 
nearly all Presbyterians of Scottish descent ; 
and a modern writer estimates that of the 
Scotsmen who colonised the North of Ireland 
in the seventeenth century “there are prob- 
ably three descendants in America for one a t  
home.”29 

V. The predominance of the Scottish 
element in the early American Presbyterian 
Church is significantly indicated by the re- 
lation and attitude of the latter to  the Church 
of Scotland. A letter from the Synod of New 
York t o  the Scottish General Assembly of 1770 
declares that “many or most of the first Pres- 
byterian ministers in this country (America) 
had their education in Scotland.” Of eight 
pastors who composed the earliest constituted 
American Presbytery-that of Philadelphia- 
in 1706, at least four, and possibly more, had 
been trained for the ministry in one of the 
Scottish Univer~ities.3~ For the American 
Presbyterians of this period the Church of 
Scotland is always the ‘‘ Mother Church” to 

. 
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whom they look for guidance and sympathy, 
to whose lilceness, laws, standards, and usages 
they ever seek to  conform. In 1730 we find 
the Presbyterians of New York vesting their 
ecclesiastical property in representatives of the 
Church of Scotland.s1 A few years later, in 
1733, when a number of Pennsylvanian 
families were about t o  emigrate t o  Virginia, 
a letter addressed to the Governor of that 
colony by the Synod of Philadelphia describes 
them as “of the same persuasion with the 
Church of Scotland.”B2 In 1751 the Synod of 
New York declared itself to  be ‘( united with 
the Church of Scotland in the same faith, order, 
and discipline,” and t o  enjoy khat Church’s 
“ approbation, countenance, and favour.” a3 

Ten years afterwards an American deputation 
to the Scottish General Assembly described 
the Presbyterian Church of the colonies as the 
“ young daughter of the Church of Scotland,” 
whose doctrine, discipline, and worship sh 
had adopted ; while ’one of the deputies, in 
letter to the Bishop of London, actually de- 
signated himself a C‘member of the Church 
established in Scotland.” 34 In 1763, a min- 
ister, with no Scottish connection ’otherwise, 
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was deposed by the Synod of New York on 
this among other grounds, that he had “inis- 
represented the Church of Scotland.” In 
1710, when the Presbyterians of South Car- 
olina desired t o  unite with those of New York 
and Philadelphia, they were informed that the 
condition of union was the acknowledgment 
by their ministers of “the standards of the 
Church of Scotland, which is considered by 
this Synod as their pattern in general ”; 3B and 
in the same year, when it was resolved to 
correspond with the Protestant Churches of 
Europe, ‘‘ it was natural ”--so the resolution 
declared-“first t o  turn their eyes to  the 
Church of Scotland, to  which they are of all 
others the most entirely conformed, and from 
which indeed they may be said t o  have de- 
rived their origin.” al 

VI. The Scottish Church, on the other hand, 
showed from time to time, in a practical way, 
her maternal interest in American Presby- 
terianism, and exerted U corresponding in- 
fluence over its development. During a 
period when Reformed Christendom was culp- 
ably negligent of missionary responsibility, 
the Church of Scotland began the work of 
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caring for the spiritual interests of the " Scot 
abroad "-the work which afterwards grew 
into her Colonial Mission. In 1711, the 
Synod of Glasgow appointed a collection to 
be made for the maintenance of ordinances 
in Pennsylvania; and the amount raised- 
over $300, a pretty large sum agt that time- 
became the occasion of an annual collection 
being made for the same object throughout 
the Synod of Philadelphia.88 A few years 
later, in 1724, an appeal wits made by the 
General Assembly on behalf of the Presby- 
terian Church of New York, and over 3400 
was realised.8g Thrice over within eight years 
-between 1752 and 1760-we find the 
Scottish General Assembly enjoining a collec- 
tion throughout Scotland in aid of the 
American Presbyteria,n Church, The amount 
in each case exceeded $1000, and in the last 
instance it was supplemented by simultaneous 
contributions from the congregations of the 
Burgher Secession.4o The mission to the 
Red Indians, founded in 1739 by the Scottish 
Society for propagating Christian Knowledge, 
was conducted through American Presbyterian 
Commissioners ; and, under the influence of 
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this stimulus from Scotland, the Synod of 
New 'York inaugurated, in 1151, a Foreign 
Mission of its When a native Indian 
missionary of the daughter Church, Samson 
Occom, came, in 1'766, as a deputy t o  Scotland, 
he was received with warm sympathy by 
the members of the Society for propagating 
Christian Knowledge, and by other friends of 
the mission cause. He collected from them 
fully 82000 for the establishment of an 
Indian Christian 

VII. The Scottish Church, including the 
Secession, contributed at this period not only 
money but ministers, In the majority of 
cases these went out as volunteers or by 
private arrangement; but in not a few in- 
stances they were sent, in response to  appeals, 
by Church Courts at  home which generally 
defrayed the expenses of outfit and 
The Synod and Presbytery of Glasgow were 
phrticularly zealous in the supply of ministers, 
both officially and privately. This was largely 
due to the sustained interest taken in American 
Presbyterianism by Principal Stirling of Glas- 
gow University, who was in constant corre- 
spondence with the Courts and clergy of the 
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Church. During his principalship ( 170 1-2 8) 
twenty alumni of Glasgow are known to have 
emigrated to America as Presbyterian ministers; 
and on many occasions grateful acknowledg- 
ment was made of the “great hand he had 
in projecting and bringing to bear excellent 
things for encouraging ” the (‘ Scottish Church 
abroad.”& Out of about 200 American Pres- 
byterian ministers whose labours during the 
first half of the eighteenth century are re- 
corded, nearly one-third are known to have 
been connected with Scotland, in most cases 
as natives of that country, in a few other 
instances as sons of Scotsmen ; the remainder 
as students at one of the Scottish Universities, 
or as agents of the Scottish Society for propa- 
gating Christian Enowledge. If to these be 
added those who came from the Scottish 
colony in Ulster, one-half of the 200 ministers 
may be said to  be the direct gift of the 
Scottish Church ; while of the remaining 
100, born in America, a large proportion, 
doubtless, were of Scottish descent.45 

Among natives of Scotland were George 
M‘Nish;‘ one of the original members of the 
first American Presbytery, and the successful 

. 
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leader of the Purirans of New York in their 
early conflict against episcopalian encroach- 
ment ; George Gillespie 47 (not unworthy to  
bear the name of his more illustrious com- 
patriot), whom Whitefield eulogised as a 
“faithfiil servant of Christ,” and who con- 
tended, with equal zeal, in his .Presbytery 
against laxity of discipline, in his writings 
against infidel doctrine ; and, most notable 
of all, in the third quarter of the century, 
Dr. John Witherspo~n,~~ B descendant of 
John Knox, who had signalised his early 
ministry in Ecotland by vigorous opposi- 
tion to  Moderatism. In America he be- 
came still more celebrated as the President 
of Princeton College, the perfecter of the 
Church’s constitution, and the one divine 
who, as a member of the (‘Continental Con- 
gress” of 1770, signed the Declaration of 
Independence. Among Ulster Scots, trained 
in Scottish Universities, three names are 
especially notable. Francis Makemie was 
the ( (  flather of the American Presbyterian 
Church ” as an organised. institution, ancl the 
first moderator of its first Presbytery. His 
imprisonment in 1‘706 for preaching in New 
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York without a licence, along with his trium- 
phant acquittal after a memorable trial, con- 
stitutes a landmark of Anierican Church 
History. William Tennent Go was the founder 
(in 1727) of the famous Log College, the 
earliest American seminary for the training 
of pastors. Along with his three sons, and 
with the aid of Whitefield, he originated the 
“ Great Awakening ” in the second quarter of 
the eighteenth century; and his earnest en- 
deavour to  secure and maintain a godly 
ministry was the means, notwithstanding 
some methodistical extravagance, of deliver- 
ing American Presbyterianism from a stiff 
and lifeless orthodoxy. Francis Alison,“ of 
New London, was “the best Latin scholar 
of Anierica,” the head of a notable training 
college, and the first theologian of the colonies 
who received (from the University of Glasgow) 
the doctorate of divinity. The foreinost 
divine on the conservative side in the first 
American schism, he was none the less one 
of the leading promoters of the subsequent 
ecclesiastical re-union. 

VIII. The Church of 8cotland had the 
opportunity, in the eighteenth century, of 

L 
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strengthening the cause of liberal as distin- 
guished from narrow Presbyterianism in 
America. Up till 1729, the American Pres- 
byterian Church had no formal creed.62 A 
large proportion of her pastors, having been 
licensed or ordained in Scotland or Ireland, 
had signed, before emigration, the West- 
minster Confession ; ‘’ and the ministers, as a 
whole, were united doctrinally, as well as per- 
sonally, by the bonds of mutual acquaintance, 
and of confidence in each other’s faith. It 
was inevitable, however, as the number of 
clergy increased, that this security for ortho- 
doxy should come to be widely regarded as 
inadequate. Two parties, accordingly, arose 
in the Church, the one insisting on a formal 
subscription of the Westminster Creed, the 
other content t o  rely on a personal examina- 
tion of candidates for licence or for ordination. 
The first outcome of this divergence of view 
was a pacific compromise. By what was 
called the ((Adopting Act,” passed by the 
American Synod in 1’729, the Westminster 
Confession and Catechisms were adopted “ as 
being, in all the essential articles, good forms 
of sound words and systems of Christian 
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doctrine ” ; ancl every minister was required 
to signify, either by subscription or by oral 
assent, “his agreement in opinion with a11 
the essential and necessary articles of the 
said Confession.” The proviso, however, was 
added, that whoever might have (‘ any scruples 
with respect to any article or articles ” shall be 
free to  declare them on the occasion of his 
subscription or assent. The power of decision 
whether the point in dispute were essential, 
or not, was reserved to  the particular Church 
Court concerned.64 

This compromise, however, was not uni- 
versally accepted. Difference of opinion 
regarding subscription remained, and was 
associated with simultaneous divergence re- 
garding the Revival movement originated 
by Tennent and fostered by Whitefield. The 
issue was the first American Presbyterian 
schism. in 1145. On the one hand were the 
“Old Bide’’. men, as they were called, who 
supported strict subscription, and discoun- 
tenanced the proceedings of the “Great 
Awakening ” as irregular. On the other hand 
were the “New Side” men, who were liberal 
subscriptionists, and also cordially recognised 
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the Revival as the work of GodG6 Which 
section was to  obtain the ascendency? This 
depended, in no small degree, on the influence 
of the Churches at home, to which both 
parties looked for sympathy, and especially 
on the attitude of the Church of Scotland, 
the recognised mother of American Presby- 
terianism. 

The Church of Scotland was then in its 
Moderate era. It had dealt over-leniently, 
as many considered, with Professor Simson 
of Glasgow, who had endeavoured, without 
much success, to harmonise the old doctrine 
of his Church with the new methods of thought 
current in his time, and who had been charged 
first with Armininnism and afterwards with 
Arianisni. Simson had eventually been sus- 
pended indefinitely from his office, but had 
not been deposed from the ministry; while, 
a few years later, three other suspected 
divines, Professor Campbell of St. Andrews, 
Principal Wishart of Edinburh, and Professor 
Leechman of Glasgow, had all, after trial, 
been acquitted by the General Assembly. 
On the other hand, when Whitefield visited 
Scotland in 1‘741 and 1’742, ma.ny ministers 

’ 
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of the National Church cordially welcomed the 
fervent Methodist to . their pulpits, while 
Seceders, after a vain endeavour to mould 
him into their ecclesiastical likeness, stig- 
matised him as an “ abjured qrelatical hire- 
ling,” a “ servant of Satan,” and a “ destroyer 
of the souls of men.” G7 

There could be no doubt, accordingly, as t o  
which party among the American Presby- 
terians would receive more sympathy from 
the Church of Scotland, and in 1754 that 
Church had the opportunity, in a practical 
way, of indicating her attitude. The liberal 
or “New Side” aimed at  the establishment 
on broad lines of a fully equipped Theological 
College for rearing a native ministry ; and it 
was t o  help forward this enterprise that the 
Church of Scotland, under the guidance of 
William Robertson, the future Principal of 
Edinburgh University and historian of Charles 
V., appointed one of the collections, already 
referred to, in aid of American Presbyter- 
ianism. The Moderate period of the Scottish 
Church was characterised by many grave 
shortcomings ; but, undoubtedly, on this im- 
portant occasion, the Church’s influence was 

, 
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exerted on the side of genuine liberality, and 
helped to secure for the broader and more 
enlightened party in the colonies substantial 
concessions which eventuated in ecclesiastical 
re-union.68 When that Presbyterian re-union 
wa,s accomplished in 1758 (1) religious (( com- 
motions,” however (( unusual,” if (( attended 
with good effects,” were acknowledged as the 
gracious work of God” ; and (2) the accept- 
ance and approbation of the Confession of 
Faith were explained and, so far, qualified by 
the words “as  an orthodox and excellent 
system of Christian doctrine ” ; and the duty 
of resignation, on the part of any who might 
be found holding views divergent from those 
of the majority, is expressly limited to such 
“determinations as the body of the Church, 
through its Courts, shall judge indispensable 
in doctrine or Presbyterian government.” 
Since 1825, ministers and elders in the 
American Presbyterian Church have been or- 
dained after this moderate formula of declar- 
ation: ( ( I  sincerely receive and adopt the 
Confession of Faith of this Church as contain- 
ing the system of faith (or doctrine) taught in 
the Holy Scriptures.” 
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. IX. The foundations of the existing Pres- 
byterian Church in what is now British America 
can hardly be said to have been laid until 
after the middle of the eighteenth century,@' 
when the capture of Quebec, in 1759, ter- 
minated French ' domination in Canada, and 
opened up fresh fields for British Bolonising 
enterprise. From the first a large proportion 
of the *British 'emigrants were Scots; the 
Highlands of Scotland, in particular, supplied 
numerous contingents. Bands of Ulstermen 
swelled the Scottish stream of colonisation ; 
and, a t  the close of the American war, the 
Scottish population was notably increased 'by 
the arrival ,of disbanded soldiers who received 
@ants of lands asb rewards for military service, 
alrd also 'by the 'migration northward of 
American royalists of Scottish ancestry, who 
left their old homes in the new Xepublic 
rather *than lose connection with the mother 
country and the British Crawn. 

Some of the communities thus constituted 
received ministers from the Church of Scot- 
land and from various branches of the Seces- 
sion ; others were supplied with religious 
ordinances by the Scoto-Irish Presbyterians ; 
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others still were ministered to by Scottish 
ex-chaplains of the British army in America, 
and by pastors sent from the older colonies 
before and after the war. Directly or in- 
directly, the spiritual provision, no less than 
the Presbyterian population for which it was 
made, came ad a whole from the Scottish 
Cliurch ; G1 while to  Scotland, also, the ‘Angli- 
can communities were indebted for some’ of 
their most influential Cliurch dignitaries.G2 
The formahion, in 1825, of the Glasgow 
Colonial Society for ‘( promoting the moral and 
religious interests of the Scottish settlers in 
British America ” supplied a definite cha*nnel 
for the transmission of spiritual influence 
from Scotland to our western colonies, and 
was the means, within ten years, of forty 
ministers being added t o  the Presbyterian 
organisation. In 1836 the, establishment by 
the Church of Scotland of .its Colonial Scheme 
placed on a firm basis the support .by the 
Mother Church o€ .her colonial daughters, 
made closer her connection with them, and 
increased her influence over them. During 
the sixty intervening years, through this 
scheme and the corresponding organisation 
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in the Free Church, the Presbyterians of the 
Dominion of Canada have received substantial 
aid, alike in their endeavours, through fully 
equipped colleges, t o  rear a cultured Canadian 
ministry, and in their missionary efforts for 
the provision of Presbyterian ordinances in 
new provinces, and in outlying districts of 
the older colonies. 

The influence of the Scottish Church in 
British North America has, unhappily, not 
been entirely for good. Secession and dis- 
ruption at  home were reproduced on a smaller 
scale abroad, without the excuse of protracted 
conflict and disuniting circumstances. But 
the growth of friendly co-operation and, to  
a limited extent, the accomplishment of 
re - union between certain sections of the 
Presbyterian Church in Scotland, have also 
not been without a beneficent and healing 
influence. In 1815 the Presbyterians of 
British America, with the exception of some 
twenty congregations and their ministers, 
were re-united, it may be hoped permanently, 
under the name of the Presbyterian Church 
in Canada, which includes within its pale 
755,000 adherents. The number is not widely 
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different from that of the population of 
Scottish descent in the Dominion, and con- 
stitutes 2‘7$ per cent of the non-Catholic 
population, as compared with 33% per cent 
who are Methodists, 23% per cent Anglicans, 
and 10% per cent BaptistsaGY Presbyterianism 
is thus more than twice as strong in British 
North America as it is in the United Kingdom, 
where its adherents number only 12  per cent 
of the Protestant popula t i~n .~~ ‘( Among Pro- 
testant denominations ” (in Canada) - so a 
leading Canadian ecclesiastic declares- “ the 
Presbyterian Church stands numerically second, 
but second in no other sense.” In virtue 
of its social prominence, educational work, 
philanthropic activity, theological fertility, 
and missionary enterprise, Canadian Pres- 
byterianism presents a notable and worthy 
testimony t o  the influence of’ the Scottish 
Church in (‘ Greater Britain.” 

X. In the United States, a t  the present 
time, Presbyterianism occupies a less im- 
portant position, numerically, as compared 
with other Protestant denominations, than in 
the Dominion of Canada.GG A century ago 
the reverse was the case. At the close of the 

I1 
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Revolution conflict, in which the Presbyterians, 
as a whole, were zealously on the side of 
American Independence, Presbyterianism was 
the dominant religious denomination of the 
new Republic. Episcopacy, never so strong, 
owing to the more limited emigration of 
English Churchmen, had been weakened, 
during the war, through the attachment of 
most of its adherents to  the Royalist side, 
through numerous desertions, in consequence, 
by those who belonged to the' Revolution 
party, and through extensive migration, at 
the close of the war, to  Canada and Nova 
Scotia. The Baptists and Methodists occupied 
still a subordinate place ; the immigration, on 
a large scale, of Irish Catholics, through which 
the Roman Catholic Church has eventually 
become the strongest religious denomination, 
numerically, in North America, had not yet 
begun.07 That the Methodist and Baptist 
Churches have each outstripped the Presby- 
terian during the present century, as regards 
numbers, is due partly, perhaps, to Calvinism 
deterring Englishmen who on other grounds 
would have been attracted, but has resulted 
chiefly from tbe strictness of Presbyterian 
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regulations regarding ministerial training. 
The Presbyterian Church found itself unable 
adequately to  provide a fully educated ministry 
for the fresh communities which were con- 
stantly springing into existence, and it de- 
clined to  license and ordain those whom it 
regarded as imperfectly qualified candidates 
for evangelistic and pastoral ministry.68 Pres- 
byterianism was thus gradually superseded by 
the more elastic and adaptable organisations 
of Methodists and Baptists, in the provision of 
religious ordinances not only for English but 
for Scottish colonists. To the emotional 
populations of African descent, on the other 
hand, the graver character of Presbyterian 
worship was less attractive than the livelier 
and more varied religious service which rival 
denominations supplied. 

There remain, however, t o  the present day, 
in American Christendom as a whole, notable 
fruits of the preponderant influence exerted 
by the Scottish Church-its testimony and 
traditions, its usages and characteristics-in 
the century during which Presbyterianism 
contributed a full half of the emigrant 
population, and much more than one-half 
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of its intellectual power and religious 
earnestness, To such early Presbyterian 
impressions it is mainly due that in 
the United States (outside the Roman 
Catholic Church) episcopacy occupies, as 
yet, a comparatively subordinate place. To 
the same cause may be traced the two 
notable facts that sacerdotalism, whose recent 
progress in Great Britain is so remarkable, 
has taken no signal hold of the American 
Reformed Church, and that in all the leading 
Protestant denominations (the Episcopalian 
included) there is a more or less ample 
recognition of the lay element in Church 
government.o9 To Scottish influence, mainly 
(along of course with that of the English 
Puritans), may be traced the further fact that, 
throughout a large portion both of British 
America and of the United States, what are 
termed Scottish ideas of Lord's Day observance 
continue to  maintain. their ground.'O In 
the States, no less than in Canada, a large 
share of the missionary and philanthropic 
enterprise of the nation, and a yet greater 
proportion of its theological and apologeticsl 
literature, belong to the Church which 
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still recognises the Church of Scotland as 
its ecclesiatdkal m0th0r.l~ To Scottish 
example, and to Presbyterian enterprise 
and religious earnestness, are largely due two 
features of the American educational system 
which otherwise might have been less promi- 
nent : on the one hand, the wide extension of 
the benefit of University education among a 
people whose history and circumstances might 
not unnaturally have led to  the sacrifice of 
intellectual culture to material prosperity ; l2 

on the other hand, the conservation of 
Christian t eaching-sp ealcing generally -as an 
integral part of the public school curriculum, 
in a country where the principle of religious 
equality is not only asserted but emphasised.'* 
To Scottish traditions, finally, which, up to  
a date within living memory, were almost 
wholly antagonistic t o  the voluntary principle 
in religion, is largely to  be ascribed the survival 
of not a little which bears witness to  National 
Religion in a country where Voluntaryism, 
through force of circumstances, has been 
universally adopted in practice, and generally, 
also, in theory. Such witness is borne by the 
legal recognition of the Lord's Day, by the 
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treatment of blasphemy as not merely a sin 
but a crime, by the religious services con- 
nected with Congress, and by the oath exacted 
from all servants of the State, from the 
President of the Republic downwards, a t  the 
time of their entrance upon office. 

Such notable features of American Chris- 
tianity and religious life may all more 
or less be traced, directly or indirectly, 
to that period of predominant Presby- 
terianism when the Scottish Church, with 
its keen anti-prelacy and anti-sacerdotal- 
ism, its strict Sabbath observance, its popular 
University system, its maintenance of a high 
standard (relatively) of clerical training, and 
its stanch adherence to  the principles of 
national religion and national religious educa- 
tion, was the paramount influence in the 
development and moulding of American 
Christendom. 


