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P R E F A C E .  

THIS volume contains six lectures which, in ac- 
cordance with the requirements of the Baird 
Trust, were delivered in Glasgow, in the early 
months of last year. The lectures, however, are . 
not reproduced in lecture form. They have been 
divided into chapters; and, in carrying out this 
division, some rearrangements and modifications 
of the original plan have been made necessary. 
In  chapters xiii. and xv., the author has'inserted 
parts of the course that he had designed, which, 
for want of time, he was obliged to omit from 
the lectures. 

The chief interest of the present day is a social 
interest. Over questions relating to the further- 
ance of wellbeing, and to the improvement of the 
conditions of life, the most active and influential 
thought is exercised. Thus, with regard to the 
arts and the sciences, it is felt that, whilst know- 
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ledge is to be pursued for its own sake, and the 
ascertainment of truth is the end of research, the 
ultimate aim of all real knowledge and of all 
truth is the making of life worthier and wealthier. 
The work of the student is coming ever more 
fully into line with the efforts of those who, as 
philanthropists, as educationists, as officers of 
health, as members of corporations, as polit- 
icians, ‘are bent on- reducing the occasions of 
evil to individuals and of loss to the community, 
and on a more effective application of the laws 
and the constituents of social righteousness. 
With this convergence of purpose in view, no 
issue can be more important than that which 
bears on the moral and spiritual influence that 
pervades all endeavour. Sometimes this influ- 
ence is ignored. Sometimes, though not alto- 
gether ignored, the entire emphasis is put on 
sanitary, on scientific, or on economic principles 
and methods. In  this volume, the contention 
virtually is that, in the building up of a noble 
human society, as in the building up of a noble 
human being, the indispensable factor is the 

.moral will, the moral conscience, - that it is 
this that determines the quality both of the 
personal unit and of the civic unity, 

The book now published assumes that the 
.ministry of the Christian Church specially con- 
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nects with ethical impulses and standards. It 
presents the Church as a society founded by 
Jesus Christ, and commissioned by Him to be 
the salt of the earth, through the propagation 
of its ideals in the surrounding world. It traces 
the gradual unfolding of this mission in the 
nineteen centuries of the history of the Church, 
and, referring more particularly to Great Britain, 
it exhibits the influence of the National Churches 
on the moral pith and tone of the British peoples. 
And,,then, proceeding to the consideration of the 
vast and intricate problems of modern life, it 
discusses the solutions of these problems that 
are proposed or attempted, dwelling, a t  some 
length, on the revolutionary collectivism de- 
manded by many as the only cure of social 
wrong and ill. By this review, the inquiries 
pressed on the attention of Christian men are 
such as these: What has the Church to say 
to an age whose wealth-lands and woe-lands are 
so glaringly contrasted? To what extent, and 
in what ways, is it co-operating with all .agencies 
that aim at social betterment, and is it realis- 
ing its own proper vocation to regenerate and 
guide the life of the soul? By what elasticities 
of method is it adapting its service to the 
complexities and the perplexities by which it is 
confronted ? Wherein does it need to be 
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strengthened, it may be reformed, in order that 
fuller effect may be given to its work? 

That the author has satisfactorily realised his 
intention, he cannot say. He is conscious of 
the many imperfections that attach to his treat- 
ment of a great theme. But he can honestly 
say that his labour has been a labour of love, 
,and that he has done his best with the resources, 
the time, and the opportunity, at his command 
to secure i generous appreciation. 

He acknowledges, with deep gratitude, the 
kindness of his esteemed friend and colleague, 
Professor Davidson, LL.D., who, in the midst 
of his onerous duties, undertook the revision of 
the proof-sheets, and of whose valuable sugges- 
tions he has gladly availed. himself. 

Such' as it is, the author sends the treatise 
forth, in the hope that the charity of those who 
read it may cover any blemishes which they 
may detect, and that it may be of some use 
to the generation he desires to serve according 
to the will of God. 

CHANONRY LODGE, AIIERDEEN, 

March 1902. 
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PART I. 

CHAPTER I. 

CARDINAL POINTS. 
PAGE 

The features most conspicuous in any survey of Christian civil- 
isation. The study contemplated. The unit in social life, 
The issue involved in the battle for liberty. Natural rights. 
Organised social life necessary to the completion of personal 
life. Sociology. The paramount importance of social 
subjects. The unity of all agencies ‘that relate to social 
wellbeing. The Church : its influence on society and 
social developments ; its testimony through the past nine- 
teen centuries. In what sense the word “Church” is 
employed. The two parts into which the book is divided 1-14 

CHAPTER 11. 

. THE SOCIAL ASPECT OF CHRIST’S TEACHING. 

All human society gives vitality and continnity to ideas. The 
ideas and aims that have been made effective by the 
corporate action of the Church. The three links along 
which the proposed investigation shall proceed. The sub- 
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ject of this chapter. The Jewish environment of Jesus. 
His recognition of all that formed the core of Israel’s 
nationality-A social order based on righteousness. Ap- 
proximations to democratic equalities in the provisions of 
the law. The community and its individual units. Christ 
incorporated the Jewish ideal, but detached the ideal from 
that which was merely dispensational. The originality of 
His teaching. His connexion of the seen and the unseen. 
The social tendency of His doctrine illustrated in the 
Sermon on the Mount. Its szmm~tm boiwttz. Three 
features of the conduct which corresponds to the end thus 
indicated. The social and catholic character of the king- 
dom as it is presented in Christ’s teaching. The adaptive- 
ness of His anthropology to all. wholesome developments 
of life . 15-30 

- .  . .  . . ’ CHAPTER 111. 
. .. . T H E  SOCIAL VOCATION OF T H E  CHURCH. 

The issertion that Christ’s ethic contemplates the righteousness 
of the individual rather than that of a corporate body. To  
what extent justified. But the formation of an ethical 
society always in Christ’s view. This shewn even in the 
Sermon on the Mount. The nature of His society. The 
society the evidence of .His kingdom in its two abiding 
features. The Church an election out of mankind. What 
election ‘does not mean. The Church a Trustee Body: 
through which the few are used to bless the many. The 
consecration of the Church as evidenced in Christ’s Inter- 
cessory Prayer. The vocation enforced by great regulative 
truths. The central truth of the Church is the Incarnation. 
Some lines of objection to this truth discussed. The twofold 
appeal by which the faith in the Incarnation is strengthened j 
the appeal to personal affection, in the view of Christ’s 
sacrificing love; the appeal to all that is strennous and 
hopeful in the assurance of a living Christ , . 31-52 



CHAPTER IV. 

THE AGGRESSIVE SOCIAL ACTION OF T H E  CHURCH. 

The interest and the use of Church history. Why it repels many. 
But what is beneath and behind all records is the real his- 
tory. The impossibility of sun~marising such vast expan- 
sions. Two epochs selected. One, from the beginning of 
the history until the peace of Constantine. The other, from 
the latter half of the middle ages until the Reformation, 
The beginning at the day of Pentecost. The Christian 
community in the early morning of Christianity. A char- 
acteristic collectivism. New chances and guarantees for 
civilised life. Disengagement of Christianity from Judaism. 
Its contact with the Roman Empire. St Paul the pioneer 
of the more catholic enterprise. His organisation of 
Christian communities. His missionary circuits. His ideal 
and aim. The facilities for the extension of the Church 
offered by the Roman Empire. Why the Church was per- 
secuted. What the Church had become and had done at 
the period of the Edict of Constantine : how it had struck 
the social life surrounding it near the base of that life ; how 
it had developed a special type of social life ; how it had 
made a covenant of sympathy with the poor and the dis- 
tressed ; how it had put a new value on human life 53-73 

CHAPTER V. 

THE AGGRESSIVE SOCIAL ACTION OF T H E  CHURCH 
-continued. 

A new era for Church and for Empire. The religious and 
social position of the Church at the beginning of the tenth 
century. A glance back to the Dark Ages. The Empire B 
Christian Power, with the exception of 8 brief period, from 
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the day of Constantine’s peace. Justinian% Code and 
Institutes. Efforts nniong Barbarians, and the influence 
of these efforts, Church developnlent on lines parallel to 
those of the Empire, The growth of the Papacy. The 
Frankish-Roman Empire. Charlemagne and the Carlovin- 
gian dynasty. The climax of Papal,assumption, and the 
subordination of State to Church. The situation hi the 
Middle Ages. The Middle Ages full of contradictions. 
Feudalism in the first instance a social rather than LZ politicnl 
development. The relation of the Church to feudalism. 
Monachism: its history; its spread. Orders of monks. 
The debt of civilisation to the religious orders. The abuse 
of Monachism, and its decline and corruption. The decline 
of the Papacy. Europe awakening. A day of the Lord. 
The retrospect, and the features and issues which it has 
indicated . 74-96 

CHAPTER VI. 

NATIONAL CHURCHES AND THEIR SOCIAL WORK. 

The Catholicity .of the Church allowing for diversities. Affini- 
ties of race and blood. No difficulty in combining diver- 
sities with the idea of the one Church in the early period of 
Christianity. But complications in later periods. The 
tendency to uniformity in rule and ritual developing as the 
Papal power developed. Change in the plan of the aggrcss- 
ive work of the Church. Frictions of frequent occurrence. 
The schism between the East and the West. The nalional 
spirit in the British Isles-snore marked than in Continental 
countries. The immemorial nalionality of the Church in 
England. The nationality of the Church in Scotland. The 
Celtic Church organised according to Celtic ideas, and not 
according to Roman. Queen Margaret and her work. 
King David and his work. The nationality evidenced in 
+aracteristip Scottish fashion. The pmachial economy ; 
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its origin and growth. Tithes, a religious obligation officially 
recognised. Allotment of tithes. The division and endow- 
ment of parishes both in England and in Scotland obscure. 
The National Churches not mere State Churches. Number 
of parishes in England at the Reformation. Number in 
Scotland . , , * 97-114 

CHAPTER VII. 

NATIONAL REFORMED CHURCHES-THE CHURCH 

OF SCOTLAND. 

The endeavour towards re-formation. Dangers attendant on 
this endeavour: The isolating tendency. How the Re- 
formers endeavoured to counteract it. The catholicity of 
the Reformation. The conception of a world-wide fellow- 
ship in the Second Book of Discipline. But the growth of 
the centrifugal tendency. The  equipment of the Protestant 
National Church of Scotland and its work. The condition 
of the Scottish people at the time of the Reformation. The 
constitution of the Church : its scanty resources; its ideality. 
The fourfold action of the Scottish Church on social life. 
Testimony borne as to its service. The hindrance to its 
efficiency occasioned by the rapid growth of population in 
the nineteenth century. Efforts to niultiply agency inter- 
rupted by the Disruption. But one issue of Disruption a 
vast addition to religious machinery. Sir James Graham’s 
Act. Professor James Robertson. The Endowment 
Scheme. New parishes. Extensions of ministry. The 
result of all the activity. The duty and opportunity of a 
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National Church . , 115-133 
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PART 11. 

CHAPTER VIII. 

PRESENT-DAY PROBLEMS : POPULATION AND PAUPERISM. 

Review of previous part of volume. Change of venue. In- 
crease of population previously referred to, Forecasts 
founded on this increase. The contention of Malthus that 
the tendency is to multiply beyond the means of subsistence. 
This kind of prophesying may be dismissed. But there 
should be a wise providence of mind, Malthusian checks 
on increase. Preventions to be desiderated. The opposi- 
tion of the two poles of civilisation. Aggregate wealth : in 
the United States of America; in Great Britain. Against 
this may be put the awful prevalence of poverty. Estimates 
of pauper population : Mr C. Booth’s; Local Government 
Boards’. Pauperism decreasing. Effect of Poor Law. 
The action of the Church superseded, Experiment of Dr 
Chalmers in Glasgow. Change of feeling as to parochial 
relief. Administrative methods. Two classes specially 
appealing to compassion. Old age pensions. Pension 
funds. Much in administration of statutory relief that i s  
unsatisfactory. But room for judicious benevolence in 
connexion with it , 135-163 

CHAPTER IX. 

PRESENT-DAY PROBLEMS : POVERTY AND ITS 

CIRCUMSTANCES. 

Poverty not to be measured by pauperism. Statistics of Mr 
Booth as to population in London between the lines of want 
and poverty. The question to be considered by the Church. 
Need of inyestigatipn into the cpuses of poverty. The 
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distribution of charity, Focussing of charities needed. 
Charity organisation societies. The opportunity for National 
Churches. Poverty cannot be dissociated from the features 
of social life, Some habits and circumstances with which 
it connects. First, intemperance. The amount of poverty 
directly attributable to intemperance. But, indirectly, what 
a vast amount ! The sum expended on alcoholic liquors. 
What can be done? The pioneers of temperance reform. 
Two points : ( I )  The personal duty of Christians ; (2) the 
action of the citizenship or State with regard to the traffic 
in intoxicants, The Royal Commission on Licensing Laws : 
Majority and' minority reports. The duty of Christian 
citizenship. Lord Peel and the minority report-the basis 
of a new National Covenant. Counter-attractions. Second, 
the housing of the people. The housing of the lower side 
of the population. Glasgow. The Glasgow corporation. 
Three kinds of agency to deal with houses. Two desiderata 
as to housing to be pressed. The home as, more than the 
house, the special sphere of Christian ministry . 164-195 

'CHAPTER X. 

PRESENT-DAY PROBLEMS : LABOUR AND THE COMMON- 
WEALTH-SOCIALISM. 

A protest, interpreting Socialistic opinion. The term Socialism. 
Denoting ideas that have found some expression in all 
times, brit gained in force during the nineteenth century. 
Preparations for them, Utilitarians of the earlier period. 
Utilitarianism. The wretched condition of many, evidenced 
by Bread and Chartist Riots. The introduction of steam- 
power, and its results, The.rush from the country into the 
towns, Children h a ~ k i n g  in streets. Karl Man. Social- 
istic organisations, Labour Leagues, Src. Need to dis- 
criininate. I.  Socialism nnd democracy. 2. Socialism 
nnd communism, 3. Socialism and cndewours to reducg 
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inequalities. 4. Socialisnl and extension of powers of State. 
Laissez fa i re  abandoned. An. ethical character conceded 
to the State. Powers of State more freely used to promote 
social happiness, But socialism more than this. What 
is, i t?  * _ .  . 196-221 

CHAPTER XI. 

THE POSITIONS OF SOCIALISM. 

The great variety of societies. But the common idea. Modern 
socialism. Attractive, at many points, to earnest ‘men, who 
yet have no fellowship with its ulterior aims. State- 
ments relative to socialism differ. Dr Schaffle referred 
to as an authority. His exposition, The Fabian’ Society 
publications. Kqrl Marx. An attitude of scepticism 
must be assumed, as to the views and tenets on labour, 
land, capital. First, The labour question the burning 
question of the Europe of to-day,” The assertion that 
‘‘labour is the source of all wealth” criticised. The 
measurement of value by manual labour criticised. The 
right of the labourer to the whole produce of the labour 
criticised. Second, Property in land--“ Private property is 
theft ”-a fundamental principle. Two points to be made. 
Is the distinction between land and other material-viz., 
that land is God’sgift to all, and therefore not property, but 
that the fruit of labour is not gift but property-justified? 
And, Is the right of property a right to abuse as well as 
use? Differences in socialistic theories as to land. The 
nationalisation of land : how is it to be carried out? Third, 
Capital. Socialism a revolt against selfishness in capitalists. 
But all capitalists not selfish. All capitalists not million- 
aires. Capital represents the investing of any sum in means 
or instruments of prQduction. Facilities for realising shares 
in business profits desirable. But difficulties in the way. 
The reduction of the personal element in the relations of 
employer apd qploy6,.b;y syndicates on the pne hand,. 
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and trades-unions on the other. Competition pronounced 
the curse of civilisation. Emulation offered as its substitute. 
Would it be a substitute? Co-operation : a Christian idea. 
The growth of co-operative societies. But socialism would 
make co-operation a compuIsory method by which a11 re- 
sults are to be realised. Socialism takes little account of 
the wealth and variety of the elements of civilisation ZZZ-zsg 

CHAPTER XII. 

MORAL AND RELIGIOUS ASPECTS OF SOCIALISM. 

Socialism cannot be regarded merely as an economic system. 
Its claim is that the polity is the morality. Its moral and 
religious bearing must be considered. First, the spirit of 
discontent which it fosters, I t  has an international propa- 
ganda. Thus, the influence of Continental and American 
sentiment is communicated, and, although views of an 
extreme character are not widely received, thought is 
coloured by them. The passion for equality. Equality of 
condition and personal merit inconsistenl standards. A 
right and a wrong discontent. Second, the relation of 
socialistic systems to the moral law. Systems often adhered 
to by those whose moral attitudes are right. But tenden- 
cies relating to the family need to be watched. Socialism 
meets one selfishness by developing another. Its brother- 
hood too niucli a class brotherhood. I t  does not sufficiently 
realise the need of personal regeneration. Third, the hos- 
tility frequently expressed to the worship and the ministry 
of the Church. The root of this a radical divergence from 
the religious ideal. Earthliness in prospect and in motive. 
Labour-churches, The duty of the Church towards social- 
ism. The Church must make its aim fully manifest. 
Patience is required, Sympathy and co-operation in all 
honest effort are required. Study of social life required. 
The Church should be cautious in pronouncements on special 
issues. The outflow of a spiritual force needed , 260-283 
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CHAPTER XI I I; 

SOCIAL-ETHICAL TRENDS. 

Tendencies of thought in which sympathy with some of the 
ideas embodied in socialism is expressed, First, work, 
with a moral end, the mark of worth and dignity. 
Ruskin’s distinction between work and play. Carlyle 
and his Gospel of Work. The two men, and no third, 
whom he recognises. A new ethical ambition stimulated. 
Second, the ethics of wealth. Wealth a problem as well 
as poverty. How is it made? used? distributed? Com- 
mercial immoralities. The office of wealth. Waste of 
wealth is sin. Responsibility to God nnd to society for its 
administration. Another view given by Ruskin. His 
attack on political economists. His distinction between 
wealth, money, and riches. His principle that life is wealth. 
A conception which has infused an ethical element into 
pplitical science. Third, the Altruism of the day. Comte 
and Comtism. Altruism has its religion in itself. But, 
sometimes, it has a religious hue. Count Tolstoy and 
Tolsthyisni. The influence of these ethical trends appnrent 
in the politics of the day. The promise of a harmonious 
development of national life. Pessimistic views. But the 
character of dominating ideals and aims is a hopeful 
sign . . 284-307 

CHAPTER XIV. 

THE SOCIAL WORK OF THE CHURCH IN THE PRESENT DAY. 

Internal rectifications as well as external readjustments needed. 
Attacks on Churches as having neglected their temporal 
mission. The answer to this partly in former chapters. 
In Scotland, the Church has been in the front rather than in 
the rear of the onward march. The many social impulses 
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given by the older race of parish ministers. I n  the more 
modern time, social utilities promoted by churchmen, and 
by agencies of churches. Signs of increasing social activity. 
The social and the spiritual cannot be absolutely separated. 
Evangelism and philanthropy. Some instances of organisa- 
tions aiming at social reformation cited. These settlements 
bring the more cultured and opulent into direct touch with 
the needs of the poorer population. They interpret also the 
breadth of the Christian spirit. Labour colonies. The 
Salvation Army . , 308-330 

CHAPTER XV. 

EFFECTUAL CHURCH MINISTRY. 

The Church represents a faith, a society, a propaganda, First, 
it holds a faith in trust for the good of man. The spread 
of socialism said to be a token of the decline of religion. 
Not so. How can the 
scepticism as to the message of the Church be disarmed? 
The part of the answer, relevant to the matter in view, is 
that the victory must be the victory of faith. One reason 
for any failure may be uncertainty in the belief of the 
Church. Reflected in the hesitancy of its voice. The 
teaching may want in strength, and it may want in wisdom. 
No reason more widely operative than the separation be- 
tween the faith and the conduct of Christians. Second, the 
Church a society, whose calling is to represent its social life 
10 mankind, and to train and give direction to the spirit of 
citizenship. The evidence of its calling obscured by divisions. 
Unities in spite of divisions. But the existing outward 
condition of the Church hinders the effect of its action. 
Unity in action. Four points essential to this indicated. 
Third, such union would give new momentum to the social 
propaganda of the Church. I t  would develop aggressive 
work, and make Church life more complete. The desire 
for complete life and order evidenced in England and in 

But a decline of Church authority, 
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Scotland. The Conimission on the r\eligiOus dondition of 
the People. . All Church life is marked by three purposes : 
(I)  To make the house of God more hospitable; (2) to 
develop, not mere agency, but the contact of person with 
person ; (3) to call forth all resources of energy and vitality‘ 
((The rights of man and the rights of God,” The fulfilment 
of the Church’s social mission . ’ 331-357 
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