
CHAPTER I 

ST. THOMAS 

THE APOSTLE OF OUR LORD 

(circa A.D. 5 2 )  

FROM the dawn of the Christian era India has 
been to the Church a land of high desire, and the 
story of the efforts made through the long centuries 
to win the land and its peoples for Christ is singu- 
larly engrossing. The interest, which every record 
of missionary endeavour possesses, is in this case 
greatly intensified, for here a rare combination of 
features is found of which more than one is unique 
in the annals of missions, and which taken together 
give the record unusual importance. Like many 
another mission-field, India has religions, customs, 
and practical problems which are peculiar to itself, 
and has them in an accentuated degree. But in ad 
dition to these, its missions have been marked by 
certain other features, which are shared by few 
fields and fully paralleled in  none. These are 
features which are due not to India itself, so much 
as to the Christian sources from which the missions 
to India have proceeded. In the sustained duration 
of the Christian enterprise carried on within its 
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borders; in the wonderful catholicity of the sources 
from which the missions have come ; and, consequent 
on these features, in the richness and variety of the 
long succession of notable missionaries, Indian Mis- 
sions take acknowledged precedence. 

For close on nineteen centuries there have been 
Christian missions in India, and though at  times, 
and occasionally for long periods, the name of Christ 
has scarce been more than whispered in the land, 
yet never through all these years has his name been 
altogether silenced or his influence been quite un- 
felt ; of no other ancient land, which is still a mission- 
field, can the same be said. So too is it with the 
amazing variety of sources from which these missions 
have proceeded: in the catholicity of its Christian 
contacts, India is without a parallel. Beginning 
with the Church of Jerusalem, there is hardly an 
important branch of the Christian Church, whether 
Eastern or Western, Ancient, Mediaeval or Modern, 
Roman or Reformed, European or American, which 
has not heard the call of India and in some measure 
has responded to it. As might naturally be ex- 
pected, missionary activities of this long duration 
and of origins so singularly diverse, have produced 
a right notable succession of personalities : and while 
no department of Indian missionary work is without 
its interest and its charm, the study of the lives, 
methods, and achievements of these many workers 
for Christ has a peculiar fascination. One cannot 
pursue it long without realising the uncommon 
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greatness and the essential oneness of the missionary 
effort of which, throughout the centuries, India has 
been the field. 

It is a study that induces a salutary humility re- 
garding the missions of one’s own special time and 
one’s own particular Church. These are set in their 
true perspective, and lose inevitably something of the 
supreme position and importance which a confined 
outlook and limited knowledge had ascribed to them. 
But there ‘is abundant compensation. They are 
lifted up to a place in the great Christian endeavour 
which has been going on in India through long 
centuries, and to whose furtherance all branches of 
Christ’s Church have contributed a share. When 
such an uplift comes to any mission the sectional 
note dies and sectarian striving receives a check : 
which alike for the mission, and for the Church it 
represents, is pure gain. And still greater is the 
gain to the missionaries in the field, for they find 
themselves ranking in one of the grandest suc- 
cessions of which the Church of Christ has any 
knowledge. Missionaries of their own particular 
communion they remain, and their pride and joy 
in this family relationship continues unaffected, but 
an added joy, a loftier satisfaction and mightier 
impulse come with the thought of the long and noble 
succession to which, by their work for Christ in India, 
they have been linked. 

The succession numbers its thousands, but in the 
long record of the centuries the names of a few most 
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notable. stand out 'like peaks in a far-stretching 
mountain range, Some of these owe their promi- 
nence less to what they were or what they did, than to 
some happy accident of history which has preserved 
the knowledge of their. existence .in periods when of 
other workers there is no record ; but with most, their 
fame is the rightful consequence of some epoch- 
marking or epoch-making work which they accom- 
plished. Apostles of India they may in sober truth 
be named, for. in any survey of the ages they stand 
out conspicuous. as Makers of the Christian India, 
which is yet to be. ' To tell the tale of their aposto- 
late, to indicate their methods where such are known, 
and to  'estimate their influence, i s  the object of these 
pages. 

T o  Indian Christians it has long been a matter of 
special gratulation that at the head of the succession 
of Christian missionaries, who have brought to their 
land the religion of the Cross, is one of our Lord's 
own Apostles, Thomas, survtnwzed Didymus. It is a 
tradition which one instinctively wishes may be true. 
That the great Eastern land, which to-day occupies 
so large a place in the thought and work and prayers 
of the Christian Church, should also have been the 
scene of the labours and the object of the prayers of 
one of the Twelve, is, if %rue, a fact of intense mean- 
ing and perpetual inspiration for the whole Church, 
But is it true? Opinion is by no means unani- 
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mously affirmative, yet a careful examination of the 
evidence on which the claim is based wjll be found to 
justify its acceptance. 

The evidence follows three distinct lines. . One of 
these can scarcely be regarded as of much historic 
vaIue, but is at  least of worth as showing the eager- 
ness with which a tradition of apostolic origin has 
been cherished by Indian Christians. In this respect 
they only vie with their brethren in the West, who 
have everywhere been eager to link their lands with 
apostolic names. The other two lines of evidence 
are of a more serious character. Taken in the order 
of importance, beginning with the least important, 
these lines of evidence are : Itadian Tradition ; Ec- 
clesiastical Tradition ; and Apocryphal Stoory coupled 
with Arclzaological Research. 

I. 
The Indian Traditio?$ gives the story of St. Thomas' 

Indian career as  held by the Syrian Christians of 
Malabar on the West Coast of India, and by the 
Roman Catholics who are connected with' the Portu- 
guese Indian Mission, The origin of these Syrian 
Christians will be discussed later, but here it is 
sufficient to state that they represent the oldest 
existing branch of the Christian Church in India, 
and that by common admission their history goes 
back to the earlier centuries of the Christian era. 
That St. Thomas introduced Christianity into India 
is a fixed article of their belief. Stripped of many 
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accessory details, the tradition to which they .adhere 
tells how, in the course of his missionary labours, 
St. Thomas having first planted Christianity jn 
Arabia and in the Island of Socotra, sailed eastward 
and landed at Cranganore on the coast of Malabar, 
in the year 52 A.D. In Malabar he laboured success- 
fully, established seven churches, and ordained cler- 
gy ; then journeying still farther eastward arrived 
at Mailapur (in the neighbourhood of the mod- 
ern city of Madras). There he converted the Icing 
of the country, and many of his people to the Chris- 
tian Faith. China next claimed the Apostle for a 
little while, but ere long he returned to Mailapur. 
Fresh success attended his labours, and converts 
were added daily, but this had the effect of rousing 
fierce enmity on the part of the Brahmans. These 
stirred up a tumult, in the course of which the Apostle 
was stoned by the people, and was finally trans- 
fixed by the spear of a hostile Brahman. 

Such is the tradition which is firmly believed by 
the most ancient Christian community in India, and 
to-day, in the locality where the martyrdom is said 
to have taken place, the local colour adorning the 
tradition is abundant. Round about Madras the 
Portuguese Roman Catholic Mission is strong, and 
under its fostering care the tradition has not been 
allowed to suffer any decay. Three sites connected 
with the Apostle's martyrdom have been " identified " 
and are now regular places of pilgrimage. Some 
eight miles to the south-west of Madras a small 
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hill, which forms a striking feature in the sur* 
rounding unbroken plain, bears the name of St 
Thomast Mount. Here the Apostle is said to have 
met his death, and on the spot where the fatal spear- 
thrust was given now stands a Christian church. 
Two miles nearer Madras is a still smaller eminente 
known as The Little Mount. Here a cave is shown 
where the hunted Apostle sought refuge, and on the 
rocky surface of the elevation hollows made by the 
feet of the Apostle are to be seen, by those who have 
eyes to see. Most sacred of all is the third site, 
identified long prior to the other two, which is none 
other than the tomb where the body of the slain 
Apostle was laid, Over the tomb now stands the 
noble cathedral of St. Tlzowzttd (the name also of the 
southern suburb of Madras which contains the site), 
and of all the cathedral’s treasures the most precious 
is the reliquary, in which are preserved for the 
veneration of the people fragments of the bones of 
the Apostle, and the tip of the lance that pierced 
him. 

These details are all so very circumstantial, and 
the tradition, as generally related, is of so uniform 
a character, that serious consideration is warranted : 
yet when this is accorded it becomes evident that, 
along this particular line of evidence, no clear 
certainty regarding the Indian apostolate of St. 
Thomas is likely to be reached. 

Of documentary evidence in support of its cher- 
ished apostolic origin, the Syrian Church of Malabar 
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possesses none to-dz+y.that has any antiquity, The 
oral tradition which connects that Church with the 
Apostle unquestionltbly reaches far back ; and it may 
also be the case, as is freely asserted, that but for a 

. regrettable cataitrophe which befel the’early records 
of the Syrian Church, documents giving support to 
the tradition .would have been producible to-day. 
But if,ever such existed, they are gone ; and their 
absence makes it necessary to seek for certainty 
along some other line. 

The local tradition, which connects the neigh- 
bourhood of Madras with the martyrdom of St. 
Thomas, fares better under investigation than does 
the more general tradition which deals with his 
activity in Malabar ; for there is at  least reliable docu- 
mentary evi’dence that so far back as the close of the 
thirteenth century, Mailapur was accepted in India 
as the scene of the Apostle’s death For this tes- 
timony, India is indebted not to an Indian, but to a 
European, the Venetian traveller, Marco Polo. In 
1288 and again in 1292, Marco Polo visited India, . 
and his report of what he found on the Coromandel 
Coast-or, as he terms it, Maabar,-is of priceless 
value to the Thomas tradition, 

“The body of Messer Saint Thomas the Apostle,” says this 
famous traveller, “ lies in this province of Maabar, at a certain 
little town having no great population : ‘tis a place where few 
traders go because there is very little merchandise to be got 
there, and it is a place not very accessible. Both Christians 
and Saracens, however,. greatly frequent it in pilgrimage. For 
the Saracens also do hold the Saint in great reverence, and 

’ 
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say th+t he was one of tlieir own Saracens and agreakprophet, 
giving him the title of ‘Avarian,’ which is as. much to say 
‘ Holy Man ’. The Christians who. g< thitfier in pilgrimage 
take of the earth from the place where thq Saint was killed, 
and give wportion thereof to anyone who is sick of a quartan 
or tertian fever :* and by the power of God apd of St. Thomas, 
the sick man is incontinently cured. The earth I should tell you 
is red ” . . . The Christians who have charge of the Church 
have a great number of the Indian nut trees, whereby they get 
their living: and they pay to one of those brother ItiQgs six- 
groats for each tree every month.” 

Subsequent to Marco Polo’s time, not a few 
European travellers visited the shrine at intervals 
and their accounts of what they saw show that the 
tradition persisted, and even grew in fulness of detail. 
But these need not be quoted here. The evidence of 
the Venetian, as the earliest of its kind, is of the 
greatest value, and proves sufficiently *that in the 
thirteenth sentyry Mailapur was accepted by the 
Christians in India, as the shrine of St. Thomas, and 
the site of his martyrdom. Such traditions however 
do not spring up in a day, and it is therefore only 
reasonable to hold that, for a considerable time prior 
to Marco Polo’s visit, Mailapur was a place of holy 
pilgrimage owing to its reputed association with 
St. Thomas. 

But is there no earlier record of this association? 
By enthusiastic supporters of the tradition, two re- 
ferences of earlier date are much quoted and greatly 
relied upon. One has an interest, quite apart from 

The Book of Ser Marco Polo (Col. Yule’s edition), vol. ii., chap. 
xviii. 
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the matter in hand, as it relates what is probably 
the first contact, in literature at least, between India 
and Britain. The reference occurs in the A&u- 
Saxon Chronicle, and tells of the fulfilment of a vow 
made by King Alfred, when he was besieged in 
London by the Danes. 

“The year 883 . . . In  the same year Sighelm and 
Aethalstaii conveyed to Rome the alms which the King had 
vowed to send hither, and also to India to St. Thomas and St. 
Bartholomew, when they sat down against the army at London : 
and there, God be thanked, their prayer was very successful 
after that vow.” 1 

Later chronicles confirm this sending of royal 
alms to India, but add nothing which would help to 
identify the destination of the alms with Mailapur. 
The most that can be deduced from the Anglo- 
Saxon Chronicle is that the connection of St. Thomas 
with India and the existence in India of a Christian 
community which venerated the Apostle’s name 
were, in the ninth century, facts known in England. 

More interesting, and if it could be relied upon, 
much more valuable, is the other cherished reference 
of still earlier date. It occurs in the l n  Gloria 
Mur&ruun of Bishop Gregory of Tours, who died 
594 A.D., and is as follows :- 

“Thomas the Apostle, according to the history of his 
passion, is declared to have suffered in India, After a long 
time his blessed body was taken into the city which they called 
Edessa, in Syria, and there buried. Therefore in that Indian 
place, where he first rested, there is a monastery, and a Church 

AngZo-Saxon ChronicZe (Thorpe’s edition), vol. ii., p. 66. 

The record runs thus :- 
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of wonderful size, and carefully adorned and arranged. And 
in this temple God exhibits a great miracle. For a lamp which 
is placed in it, and lighted before the place of his burial, burns 
by the Divine will by night and by day, receiving from no one 
a supply of oil or wick ; neither is it extinguished by the wind, 
nor overset by accident, nor is it exhausted by its burning. 
And it has its supply through the merit of the Apostle . . . 
This was told me by Theodorus, who went to the very place.”l 

As to who Theodorus was, we have unfortunately 
no knowledge, nor is there any means of estimating 
the trustworthiness of his information; and the 
known readiness with which Bishop Gregory was 
wont to listen to “travellers’ tales’’ makes one 
hesitate long before building on a foundation so 
insecure. But even shouId the statement be ac- 
cepted, the absence of any name of the place which 
Theodorus visited, or of any indication such as 
would give geographical definiteness to the site 
makes this much-quoted record by Bishop Gregory 
really valueless as evidence that the Apostle Thomas 
was martyred at Mailapur. I t  is evidence that in 
the sixth century the early tradition of his mar- 
tyrdom in India continued to be accepted by the 
Western Church, and that an unknown traveller 
‘ I  Theodorus ” reported the existence of striking 
ecclesiastical buildings at an (unnamed) city in h d i a  
where the martyrdom took place. Subsequent to 
the issue of Marco Polo’s account Mailapur was, 
naturally and inevitably, identified with the name- 
less shrine referred to by Bishop Gregory; but 

Liber in GZoda Marfyrzcm, chap. xxxi, 
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there is no real evidence to confirm this identifica- 
tion. 

So it comes that one is thrown back on Marco 
Polo’s reference as the earliest reliable record which 
links the death of the Apostle with Mailapur. I t  is 
a record which first comes to light twelve hundred 
years after the event of which it tells! Yet on this 
fragile foundation the Portuguese Mission has built 
up the elaborate fabric of details already quoted. 
The demand which this makes on one’s capacity for 
belief, has ‘been generally felt to be excessive, and 
while many are willing to suspend judgment, positive 
acceptance of the tradition has been widely found 
impossible. Roman Catholic historians of other 
nations and other missions than the Portuguese 
are among those who more than doubt. “Fairy 
tales, composed by native Christians,” is the descrip- 
tion given of the Thomas traditions by Mtillbauer : 
while no Protestant historian of any weight has 
found himself able to attach much credence to the 
tales. Bishop Heber indeed thought they were 
“probable eqough,” but by most the evidence ad- 
duced in their favour is found both too meagre and 
too late in appearing, to be accepted as at all con- 
clusive. . However reluctantly, belief in the tradition 
which gives St: Thomas to Mailapur must accord- 

. ingly be, though not denied, yet suspended until at  
least some more convincing evidence is forthcoming. 

- Yet it remains a fact of great interest, and of much 
significance in determining the ecclesiastical kinship 

* 

. .  
, .. 

.*. 
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and origin of those early Christians on the East 
Coast of India, that in the thirteenth century, and 
probably much earlier, there were Christians there, 
who by their traditions associated their Church 
with the name of St. Thomas. 

11. 
Ecclesiastical Tradition forms the second line of 

evidence. What have the early historians and 
writers of the Church got to say about St. Thomas 
and his doings? Marvellously little, it must be 
confessed-just-as little as they have to tell concern- 
ing the doings of most of the Apostles. It is one of 
the singular things in history that so little accurate 
record has been preserved of the missionary activity 
of our Lord’s Apostles, after the time when the New 
Testament narrative closes. A little later the story 
of the progress of Christianity becomes known with 
increasing fulness of detail, but of the’ apostolic and 
sub-apostolic days, information is exceedingly 
meagre, Yet there is one point concerning the 
apostolic labours, on which the early writers of the 
Church speak with definiteness and with practical 
unanimity : that is the fields in which the different 
Apostles laboured. In all such references India is 
the country assigned to the Apostle Thomas. An 
apparent exception to this is that Eusebius, the 

’ 

Father of Church History,” says Thomas laboured 
in Parthia. But Parthia extended to the banks of 
the river Indus, and so included part of what is 

.. . 

. .  . .  . *  
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now known as India. Eusebius wrote in the third 
century : later write& are more precise, indicating, 
if not increasing Itndwledge, at least a growing 
fixity in the tradition.’ Says Jerome, who wrote in 
the fourth century :- 

“The Son of God was present to all places, with Thomas 
in India, with Peter in Rome, with Paul in Illyria, with Titus 
in Crete, with Andrew iri Achaia, and with every preacher of 
the gospel in all the regions they traversed.” 

“With Thomas in India”-such is the unbroken 
and unquestioned tradition of the Church. Yet fre- 
quent and uniform as are the references to the 
Apostle’s Indian connection, there is a great reticence 
as to the incidents of his work. Beyond a state- 
ment, first made by Hippolytus,2 that he suffered 
martyrdom at “Calamene,” a town in India (which 
still waits identification), and a further note by 
Gregory of Tours that his body was carried to 
Edessa, nothing is recorded by the ecclesiastical 
writers of the Western Church as to how it fared 
with the Apostle when he preached the gospel to 
the Hindus. 

But there was an Eastern Church as well as a 
Western, even in those early days, long previous 
to the great schism, and of this old Syriac Church, 
Edessa (Urfah), in the upper reaches of the Eu- 
phrates Valley, was from a very early period, and 

E’ist, LIX. ad MarceZZatn. 
Ante-Nicene Libr., vol. ix. 

8 
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for a long stretch of time, the recognised centre. By 
the middle of the second century the Christian 
Church was planted there and’a centre of vigorous 
growth Edessa proved to be. Its traditions carried 
its history still further back, for they told how one 
of its kings, Abgar the Black, had sent a letter of 
invitation to our Lord of whose fame he had heard, 
and had received a reply in which Jesus promised, 
after he should. be “received up,” to send one of 
his disciples to visit him in his stead, After the 
Ascension it fell to Thomas to see to the fulfilment 
of the Lord’s promise, which he did by despatching 
to Edessa its first Christian teacher, Thaddaeus. 
Legendary though i s  this contact of Edessa with 
the first days of the Christian Church, yet it serves 
to throw somelight on the Thomas cult which for 
centuries was a peculiar mark of the Churches in 
the East, which owed their origin to Edessa. What 
St. Peter came to be to Rome, St. Thomas was to 
Edessa, its apostolic source, its abiding patron, and 
its distinctive glory. If any ecclesiastical tradition of 
value regarding the Apostle should have persisted, 
it might reasonably be expected to be found here, 
and in recent years investigations into the life of 
this Syriac ecclesiastical centre have been diligently 
made by many inquirers. One of these, Bishop 
Medlycott, of the Indian Portuguese Mission, has 
directed his researches especially with the object of 
discovering all that is to be learned there regard- 
ing the Indian apostolate of Edessa’s patron Saint : 
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and his work, India, and the Apostle Thomas, is of 
peculiar interest and value. 

Where the Western Church could only tell vague- 
ly of an Indian apostolate of s t .  Thomas, the Syriac 
Church has supplied both colour and details. The 
basis of these was evidently the apocryphal Acts of 
Thomas-itself the work of a Syriac writer of the 
third, or possibly of the second century, to which 
fuller reference will presently be made. But what 
is most significant is the manner in which the 
Thomas tradition is seen to have been woven into 
the warp and woof of the Church’s life at Edessa. 
The statement made in the “Acts,” and repeated 
elsewhere, that the body of the martyred Apostle 
had been brought to Edessa, has never been contra- 
dicted, nor is there any reason for discrediting it. 
Manifestly the possession of these relics would fur- 
nish Edessa with a still further motive for conserv- 
ing every known tradition of the apostolic activity, 
and the Church was not remiss. Annually on July 
3rd a great festival was held to commemorate the 

. translation of the relics from their first resting-place 
to Edessa, In the hymns which were sung, then 
and at other times, in honour of the Apostle, his 
notable work in India found fullest recognition : and 
it is in such of these hymns as survive that the 
earliest confirmation, by the Syriac Church, of the 
Indian apostolate of St. Thomas is now to be found, 
These hymns are the composition of Ephraem, ‘the 
famous doctor of the Syriac Church, who died a t  
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Edessain the year 373 A.D., and they may be ac- 
cepted as expressing the beliefs of the Church of his 
day. From one of the hymns, which is addressed 
to " Thomas the Apostle," and consists of seventeen 
stanzas, the following verses (as translated by Bishop 
Medlycott) are taken :- 

ON THOMAS T H E  APOSTLE,' 

XI. 
" Blessed art thou, Thomas the Twin, in thy deeds ! twin is 

thy spiritual power: not one thy  power, not one thy 
name : 

' I  But many and signal are they ; renowed is thy name among 
the Apostles. 

' I  From my lowly state thee I haste to sing. 

XIII. 

" Blessed art thou, like unto the solar ray from the great orb : 
thy grateful dawn India's painful darkness doth dispel. 

'' Thou the great lamp, one among the Twelve, with oil from 
thy cross replenished, India's dark night floodest with light. 

XIV. 

Blessed art thou, whom the Great King hath sent ; that India 
to his One-Begotten thou shouldest espouse ; above snow 
and linen white, thou the dark bride didst make fair. 

" Blessed art thou, who the unkempt hast adorned, that having 
become beautiful and radiant, to her spouse she might 
advance. 

Medlycott, p. 26. 
2 
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xv. 

"Blessed art thou, who hast faith in the bride, whom from 
heathenism, from demons' errors and from enslavement 
to sacrifices thou didst rescue. 

'' Her with saving bath thou cleansest, the sunburnt thou hast 
made fair, the Cross of Light her darkened shades effacing. 

XVII. 

" Blessed art thou, 0 thrice-blessed City I that hast acquired 
this pearl, none greater doth India yield : 

" Blessed art thou, worthy to possess the priceless gem I Praise 
to thee, 0 gracious Son, who 'thus thy adorers dost 
enrich ! " 

That in those early days the Church of Edessa 
was abundantly satisfied that St. Thomas had 
carried the Gospel to India, and had there suffered 
martyrdom, is sufficiently established : and that the 
Church had good reason for so believing will be 
readily conceded. In this the witness of the Western 
Church is confirmed and amplified by the practice 
of the Eastern. But neither by Eastern nor Western 
is any clue of real value given as to the precise 
field of the Apostle's Indian labours, or the locality 
where he died a martyr's death. For light on these 
points we must seek elsewhere. 

111. 

Apocryphal Story coupled with Archmological 
Research constitutes the third and most productive 
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line of evidence. Where writers of sober history 
are silent as to the details of the lives of their heroes, 
imaginative minds frequently endeavour to fill the 
gap. This was notably the case in the second and 
third centuries of the Christian era, when the silence 
which Scripture observes as to the missionary 
labours of most of the Apostles was broken by many 
startling and wonderful tales of apostolic adventure. 
Vague traditions of the scenes of their labours, and 
the episodes of their careers, were amplified into 
detailed narratives : and if the writers had any favour- 
ite theory or  peculiar teaching which they wished 
to enforce, they promptly put it into the mouth of an 
Apostle, and so secured for it an authority other- 
wise unattainable. Of these “ Apocryphal Gospels 
and Acts”-the religious novels of the early Chris- 
tian world, written either to gratify natural curiosity 
or to advance the teaching of a school-one of the 
oldest and most popular was The Acts  of the Holy 
dpostle Thowas.l The most recent criticism 
seems to prove clearly that it was the production 
of the Eastern Church rather than the Western, 
and it bears upon its face the evidence of being the 
work of an advocate of the view then fast gaining 
currency, that greater virtue attached to the celibate 
than to the married life. The Apostle indeed is pre- 
sented to us far more as an advocate of celibacy and 
of the ascetic life than as a preacher of the Gospel. 
But apart from this special aspect of the “Acts,” 

1 Ante-Nicene Christian Library, vol. xvi. 
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the book is an exceedingly valuable specimen of 
early Christian literature, and contains a highly 
interesting and romantic story of which the follow- 
ing are the main features :- 

The story opens by telling that after our Lord’s 
Ascension, the Apostles met in Jerusalem and por- 
tioned out the countries of the world amongst them- 
selves by lot, when India fell to Thomas. But his 
lot did not please Thomas. (‘ Anywhere else, ‘pnly 
not to India,” was his protest. So coercion had 
to be employed. Next day in the market-place 
of Jerusalem there happened to be a certain mer- 
chant from India, Abbanes by name, who had 
been sent by King Gundaphoros ‘( to buy him a car- 
penter and bring him to his court”. To Abbanes 
our Lord, who now appears on the scene in human 
form, brings up Thomas, recommends him as a slrilful 
carpenter, and sells him for three pounds of silver. 
But says Abbanes to Thomas, ( (  Is this thy master ? 
and Thomas is constrained to answer, “Yes, He 
is my Lord ” : and so the bargain is concluded. 

Along with Abbanes, Thomas now proceeds to 
India, having divers strange adventures on the way, 
in which the Apostle advances the cause of celibacy, 
and in due course is presented to Icing Gundaphoros. 
“ What trade knowest thou?” asks the Icing. 
‘( The carpenter and house-builder’s,” answers 
Thomas, whereon the King consults with him about 
plans for a royal palace he wishes to have built, 
is delighted with the designs submitted by Thomas, 
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entrusts him with a large sum of money for the 
execution of the work, and goes off on a journey, 
Thomas having promised that in six months’ time 
the palace shall be ready. 

No  sooner however is the King gone than 
Thomas, instead of setting to work to build the 
palace, makes a missionary tour through all the 
regions round about, and distributes freely to the 
poor and the afflicted the money which the King 
had given him. More money is asked to complete 
the building of the palace, and when obtained is 
spent in the same way. But the day of reckoning 
comes when Gundaphoros returns, and finding no 
sign of any palace summons Thomas to his presence, 
and puts the question straight-“Hast thou built me 
the palace ? ” ‘‘ Yes,” replies the unruffled Apostle, 
‘(1 have built it. But now thou canst not see i t :  
only when thou hast departed this life thou shalt 
see it.” To  the angry King this appears a mere 
quibbling evasion, and the Apostle is hurried off 
to prison under sentence of death. Then follows a 
dramatic ddnoueunent. That same night Gad, the 
King’s brother, dies, and angels bear away his soul 
to the heavenly regions. There he sees a palace of 
beauty’s0 marvellous that he is enraptured, and 
begs to be allowed to live there. “Nay,” say the 
angels, “thou canst not live here, This palace is 
the one which the Christian hath built for thy 
brother.” Instantly Gad remembers what his 
brother is about to do to this same Christian, and 

‘ 
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entreats that he be allowed to return to the earth 
to convey the tidings of this wonderful palace. 
Permission is granted. Gad’s soul returns to his 
body just on the eve of the burial, and the startled 
Icing learns of his mansion in the skies. Straight- 
way Thomas is brought out of prison, the Icing 
asks pardon for the outrage done, confesses belief 
in Christ, and is baptized. Other adventures fol- 
low, mostly tending to exalt the unmarried state, 
and after a time the Apostle leaves the country of 
Gundaphoros and visits the court of Misdeus, an- 
other Indian Icing. There the King’s own wife and 

. family are converted to Christianity, and the King’s 
resentment at this is so great that Thomas dies a 
martyr’s death. 

Such is the most ancient existing account of the 
Acts of the Apostle Th0mas.l As a contribution to 
history it cannot be taken seriously, and yet the 
story it tells is not absolutely valueless. For just as 
with the religious historical novels of to-day, so with 
these old-world works of a like nature, it is to be 
presumed that their writers sought as far as possible 
to have them ‘‘ founded on fact ”. Especially is this 
probable in the case of a book written so compara- 
tively soon after the apostolic age as was the Acts 
of the Holy Apostle Thowas. At that time reliable 
traditions regarding the scene of the Apostle’s 
labours, and the names of the leading men urith 
whom he came in contact, must have been current, 

See also Appendix I 
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These are the bare facts that live longest in the 
popular memory, and for any apocryphal story to 
gain acceptance, a first necessity would be that cur- 
rent traditions on such points should be incorpor- 
ated in it. So the names “ India,” I‘ Gundaphoros,” 
and (‘ Misdeus ” may be taken as constituting a small 
nucleus of facts, around which the amazing quan- 
tity of fiction has gathered. 

But what do they decide? This much a t  least. 
The mention of “ India, ” as the place where Thomas- 
laboured, when coupled with the persistent ecclesi- 
astical tradition to the same effect, may be taken as 
conclusive evidence that such was the name of the 
field of St. Thomas’ missionary activity. But un- 
fortunately this does not prove quite so much as at 
first sight i t  seems to do, for the term “India” as 
used by writers of those distant times had a much 
wider sweep than it has to-day. I t  then embraced 
in its range the whole of the countries surrounding’ 
the Indian Ocean,-East Africa, South Arabia, and 
Beluchistan sharing the right to the name with the 
modern Hindustan. To say therefore that St. 
Thomas laboured in ‘‘ India ’’ does not of itself associ- 
ate him with the India of to-day. Something more 
is needed so to localise the Apostle, and such a clue 
seems to be supplied by the Apocryphal “Acts”  
when they give the names of Kings of the India 
where Thomas worked-GGwndaphoros and Mkdeus. 
If only the realms of these monarchs could be identi- 
fied and proved to have been wi thh  the limits of the 
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India of to-day, something like certainty as to the 
mission-field of the Apostle Thomas would be 
reached. But when inquiries were made as to these 
monarchs Indian History was silent. Neither Gun- 
daphoros nor Misdeus found any place in the roll of 
India’s Kings, and so they were long adjudged to be 
mere creations of the imagination of the religious 
novelist of the early centuries. 

But in this case the negative argument from silence 
has proved to be mistaken, for since the middle of 
the nineteenth century the judgment so long and 
confidently given has had to be reversed, the novel- 
ist’s foundation of fact has been vindicated, and the 
missing link supplied to the chain that binds St. 
Thomas to India. For this great service we are in- 
debted to Indian Archzeology; and the link which 
it has supplied is a coin-or rather many coins- 
stamped with a monarch’s head and bearing a mon- 
arch’s name. Many a forgotten King has been re- 
stored of late to his place i n .  India’s royal roll by 
similar means, but not one of them all has been 
more cordially welcomed than King Gondopkares. 
Throughout the Punjab, and across the north-west 
frontier in Afghanistan, coins have been unearthed 
in large numbers bearing the image of a great Indo- 
Scythian King of this long-forgotten name. So the 
locality of his Kingdom is decided, Further evi- 
dence, obtained from the inscriptions on the coins, 
fixes the date of his reign to the middle of the first 
century of the Christian era, from A.P, 21 to AD, 60 
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-the very period when St. Thomas must have been 
engaged in apostolic work. Of King Misdeus no 
similar trace has as yet been found, but for such 
discovery one can now patiently and confidently 
wait.l . 

T h u s  strangely has the earth given up its dead, and 
in doing so has vindicated the old tradition and 
has made it possible for us to cherish a reasonable 
belief that in the India ruled over by Gondophares- 
the Punjab of to-day,-the Apostle Thomas found the 
field of his missionary labours. To the land of the five 
rivers, so richly favoured by nature and in our own 
day so abundantly watered by grace, belongs the 
glory of having been the first region in all India to 
hear the Gospel of God’s love in Christ Jesus. How 
the glad tidings were received we know not, and prob- 
ably never shall know, but it cannot be other than 
of deepsignificance to the Christian Church that thus 
early in time through one of the Twelve, our Lord 
placed his hand upon India and claimed it for his 
own. 

I n  thus naming the Punjab as the most certain 
Indian ‘field of the Apostle’s activity, other fields in 
India are not necessarily ruled out. Too little is 
known to warrant dogmatism, and material does not 
exist thatwould stamp as necessarily untrue the story 
of the South-Indian apostolate for which many con- 

1 Cf. two able and impartial articles by Mr. W. R. Philipps in the 
I?dian Antiquary, vol. xxxii,, Jan. and April, 1903. 
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tend. I t  remains open for them to hold that Misdeus 
was a South-Indian Monarch, and that Mailapur was 
in his realm. They can also point, as they do, to the 
fact that the Punjab has never possessed a Christian 
community claiming St. Thomas as their founder, 
while the Christians of South India have for long 
centuries never ceased so to do : and they may also 
emphasise the fact that South India had commercial 
dealings with the Western world long before the 
Apostle’s day, and that therefore a visit by him to 
Malabar and even to Mailapur was a perfect possi- 
bility. But possibilities are not proved facts, and on 
the whole question the only safe verdict would seem 
to be this: That St. Thomas preached the Gospel 
of Christ in India is a certainty ; that he laboured in 
the Punjab, in the ‘territories of King Gondophares, 
is extremely probable : that South India was a later 
field of his labours and the scene of his martyrdom is 
a tradition, unverified, and now in all likelihood un- 
verifiable, though not beyond the bounds of possi- 
bili ty. 

IV. 

What did St. Thomas preach? How did he 
frame the message which he delivered to the Hindus ? 
One would give much to know these things, but we 
can only speculate. The Acts of the Holy Apostle 
Thowzas helps but little, for manifestly the gospel of 
virginity, the gospel of celibacy, which it exalts could 
never have keen so preached by Thomas. [No 
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disciple of Jesus, who had seen his Master hallowing 
the marriage tie at Cana, and had witnessed his 
comme‘ndation of family life when he blessed the 
little children, could ever have preached and acted 
as that old story makes Thomas to have done. No, 
if in the “ Acts ” is preserved any faint echo of the 
Apostle’s teaching it is to be sought in the gospel of 
“ other-worldliness ” which is there so picturesquely 
taught. Its teaching there is in the direct line of 
Jesus’ own instruction ; an  exaggeration of it, but 
also a not unnatural development. ” Sell that thou 
hast and give to the poor, and thou shalt have 
treasure in heaven,” was Jesus’ command to the 
rich young man. And again, “ Lay not up for your- 
selves treasures on earthi but lay up for yourselves 
treasures in heaven”. And in the story of the 
King’s palace prepared in heavenly places we see a 
picturesque parable enforcing the same teaching. 
This life, in its riches and its joys, is uniformly 
belittled : the life to come is uniformly extolled. 
(‘ Would that the days passed swiftly over me,” says 
Mygdonia, one of Thomas’ converts, ‘‘ and that all 
the hours were one, that I might go forth from this 
world and go and see the Beautiful One, with 
whose impress I have been sealed, that Living One, 
and Giver of life to those who have believed in 
Him! ” The Gospel that fills the heart with such 
longing for the hereafter, that preaches poverty in 
this life as a path to everlasting gain in the life to 
come, may well have been preached by the “ Apostle 
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of India,” for it is a gospel of which the East has 
long been peculiarly receptive. India’s h o b  men 
have ever been ascetics, men who have despised life’s 
pleasures, and with eager steadfastness have em- 
braced a life of holypoverty. If Thomas, on coming 
to India, found such views prevailing, it would 
only be natural for him, at first at  least, to emphasise 
the aspect of Christian teaching most in harmony 
with them. So it is possible that in the old fantastic 
book there may be an echo of words both real and 
true. 

But be that as it may, there is one great truth in 
the Christian Gospel, of which it may be safely 
asserted that i t .  was proclaimed by Thomas wher- 
ever he went-the truth of the Rise% Christ. On that 
Thomas could not have kept silent. “My Lord 
and my God ” are the last words of the Apostle re- 
corded in the Holy Writ. With this as the supreme 
message of his life, he went out into the world to 
gladden .the hearts of- the nations, and with this 
message, above all other messages, he greeted India. 
So much is quite sure. And to-day there is no 
message which India needs more than just this same 
-the Deity of the Lord Jesus Christ.. It has 
sometimes been pointed out as strange that in the 
old story of the “Acts”  little or no mention is 
made by the Apostle of idol-worship and its evils. 
But there is no strangeness in this, if he gave 
special prominence to the risen and glorified Christ. 
To-declare the true is ever the surest way to over- 
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throw the false. Darkness is not, when light 
comes. ‘And the Church to-day will do her duty, if 
only the true light is let shine uncorrupted and un- 
dimmed. Let but the Deity of our Lord be brought 
home to India’s heart, and the lower divinity 
ascribed to the gods of Hinduism will vanish away. 
Like Dagon of old these gods will fall down before 
the Ark of the Lord, and taking up the cry of 
Thomas, the Church of India will confess at once 
her Founder and her faith, saying, “My Lord and 
my God ! ” 

* 


