
CHAPTER IV 
FRANCIS XAVIER 

(1 506-1 5 5 2 )  

IN the long roll of India’s missionaries, until the 
period of modern missions is reached, there are 
but two names which have impressed themselves 
deeply on the mind of Christendom. They are the 
names of St. Thomas, the traditional founder of In- 
dian Christianity, and Francis Xavier, the heroic 
missionary of the sixteenth century. To the one, 
from early days, has been given the title “The 
Apostle of India ” ; the other, with yet fuller reason, 
has been accorded the name “The  Apostle of the 
Indies,” and as such is honoured to-day by‘the 
whole Christian world. His own communion has 
given him a place among its Indian missionariea 
which is quite unique. Churches many bear his 
name; countless prayers are offered daily by 
Indiqn Christians, in which the intercession of 
St. Francis Xavier with Almighty God is ear- 
nestly besought; and among the most vener- 
ated spots in the Far East, a place of pilgrimage for 
tkqs of thousands, is the old church in Goat  here 
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in a silver coffin repose the remains of the great 
departed. 

Protestants do not share these methods of honour- 
ing the saintly dead, but they come little, if at all, 
behind their Roman Catholic brethren in their 
appreciation of the man and their reverence for his 
memory. I t  is true this appreciation was com- 
paratively late in appearing, but for this tardiness 
the blame rests chiefly on Xavier’s own Church. 
Like many another saint of the Roman Church he 
was wounded in the house of his friends. The 
biographies they wrote of him so teemed with 
stories of childish miracles and incredible prodigies,‘ 
that the Protestant world had neither the patience 
-nor perhaps the desire-to penetrate through this 
outer crust to the underlying greatness. But for- 
tunately throughout his missionary career Xavier 

ing correspondent, and the letters which he wrote 
from the field were carefully collected and preserved 
by the Jesuit Society. These letters are of various 
styles. Some are of the nature of the Annual Re- 
port sent home by the modern worker in the mission- 
field, in which a careful and detailed account is 
given of the year’s work ; others are the frank and 
intimate confidences of one writing for no other 
purpose than to let a friend know how the writer 
and his work are faring. These letters are Xavier’s 
true biography. The complete edition of them 
published at Bologna in 179.5, contains no fewer 

* 

\ 
I was a voluminous, painstaking, and deeply interest- 
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than 146 letters, and these being arranged in the 
order of their writing, furnish a true record of the 
work done, and afford a clear revealing of the inner 
life of the devoted w0rker.l I t  was not till the 
middle of the nineteenth century that to the non- 
Roman world this unveiling of the true Francis 
Xavier became generally familiar, and it is from 
that date that he has gained and held the admiration 
of all, of every Church or of no Church, who can 
appreciate a life of absolute devotion to a great 
cause. 

Francis Xavier was born in 1506 at  the Castle of 
Xavier, which nestled picturesquely at the base of 
the Pyrenees in the Kingdom of Navarre. He  was 
of noble birth, being kin to the royal houses of 
Navarre and France, and passed his early days as 
a gay young courtier at the Court of the Icing of 
Navarre. At the age of eighteen he proceeded to 
Paris to study at its famous university, and there 
made his mark, for, nine years later, we find him 
on the university staff as a brilliant lecturer on 
philosophy. Up to this time his career and training 
had been wholly secular. A courtier, a scholar, a 
teacher, and through all a noted favourite in society, 
he had nothing of the priest” about him. In  after 
years this prolonged detachment from professional 

A later edition is that published at Ratisbon in 1877. 
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churchmen and his close association with men of 
the world was to prove of great advantage, enabling 
him to be ’all things to all men with an easy natural- 
ness that gained many, Yet thoughts and com- 
munings on religion cannot have been unfamiliar, 
for it was a time in Europe when religion bulked 
large in the popular mind. Both in Germany and 
in France the Reformation was in full flow. In  
Navarre Protestantism was in the ascendant, and 
teachers and pastors of the Reformed faith were in 
daily evidence at the Court. In Paris itself the 
Lutheran teaching was spreading fast, and for a 
brief period the King was more than tolerant. The 
great Calvin was there at tlie same time as Xavier, 
planning his famous book The Imtihdes of the 
Christian Religion, and not improbably may have 
met the future missionary. Indeed it would appear 
that the Reformed teaching, and the men who 
advocated it, began to have so strong an attraction 
for the brilliant young philosopher that, had i t  not 
been for the yet stronger influence of Ignatius 
Loyola, which withdrew him from the dangerous 
circle, Xavier might have been won to the Reformed 
Church. Writing to his brother at  this time ( 1 5 3 5 ) ~  
Xavier says :- 

. 

“I  declare in my conscience, and as it were, under my 
hand and seal, that my obligations to him (i.e. Loyola) are 
far greater than a whole life devoted to his service can repay, 
or even partially satisfy. . . , But the benefit he has conferred 
of bighest valye is that of fortifying q ~ y  youthful iqprqdencg 
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against the deplorable dangers arising ’from my familiarity with 
men breathing out heresy, such as are many of my contemporaries 
in Paris in these times, who would insidiously underniine faith 
and morality, beneath the specious mask of liberality and 
superior intelligence.” 1 

Ignatius Loyola, who did this service to Rome 
and disservice to the Reformed cause, was then 
planning the formation of the great Jesuit Society 
which was destined to achieve conspicuous success 
in rolling back the wave of the Reformation from 
the Latin nations. He had marked out Xavier as 
one admirably suited by birth, character, and abil- 
ities to help him in the work, and gave him no rest 
until his end was attained. In 1534, when the 
initial bond was formed by Loyola and six like- 
minded associates, which was to develop a few years 
later into ‘‘ The Compaay of Jesus,” Xavier was one 
of the seven : and of them all none was more con- 
spicuous for the keenness of his ardour or his eager- 
ness to endure hardships in the interests of th‘eir 
cause. The Company was primarily formed for 
converting ‘‘ unbelievers,” under which compre- 
hensive name were included Jews, Turks, infidels 
and heretics: and when a call came summoning 
Xavier to prosecute this work in a far distant sphere 
he obeyed with joyful alacrity. 

India was the destined field and John III., King 

This and subsequent quotations are from Venn’s Nissio?zary 
Lge of Xavier-unless otherwise stated. Be quotes from the 
Bologna ed. 
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of Portugal, was the agent of Divine Providence in 
giving the call. Portugal had now been a power 
in Western India for forty years, and her possessions 
there were her greatest pride and richest treasury. 
But it is to her high credit that throughout the 
palmy days of her power she thought almost as 
much of gaining India to the Christian Church, as 
of holding it for the Crown of Portugal. Her 
methods of achieving the former purpose were often 
not such as we can approve to-day, yet the spirit 
that prompted them and the recognition they gave 
of the Christian responsibilities of Empire, merit 
warm commendation. In these respects Portugal 
set a standard which Protestant Powers have not 
always equalled. Every fleet that made the annual 
voyage from Lisbon to the East carried numbers of 
Franciscan and Dominican soldiers of the Cross, 
as well as reinforcements for the army of the 
Portuguese Crown. Wherever a trading fort was 
established along the Indian coast, there also a 
church or monastery or both quickly appeared, and 
within the forts and also in their immediate neigh- 
bourhood aggressive missionary work was done, 
foremost among the workers being the Franciscans. 
In I 534 Goa was raised to the dignity of a bishopric, 
and under its bishop were the numerous priests 
and friars who laboured at the many centres on' 
Western India, and throughout the Eastern Seas, 
where the Portuguese had established settlements. 
Both King Manuel I. and King John III., whose 
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combined reigns extended over fifty years (1495- 
15 57), ardently desired the Christianising of their 
Eastern territories, and by their royal influence 
and generous subsidy gave the Church in India 
unstinted support. King John was particularly 
zealous, and like many another was impatient when 
the progress seemed slow. To those who know 
the country where the earlier Franciscans laboured 
and the people whom they sought to win, the pro- 
gress actually made in forty years seems remarkable. 
But’such was not the opinion of the Portuguese 
monarch, and he decided, in supersession of the 
older agencies, to employ this new Society which 
was already impressing men by the stern discipline 
of its rule and the devotedness of its members. 
Accordingly on April 7th, 1541, Xavier with two 
associates sailed for India. 

Never has a Christian missionary gone forth with 
SO many substantial tokens of royal approval. 
Writing on the eve of his departure Xavier says :- 

“ We leave loaded with favours by his Majesty, and are to 
accompany the Viceroy whom he sends this year to India, and 
to whom he has specially’ commended us.” 

With him Xavier bore letters from the Pope, ap- 
pointing him Papal Nuncio to the Eastern world 
and giving him supreme authority over all the 
missions and churches already existing in these 
parts, while by the King he was furnished with an 
order to the Portuguese officials to supply him 

I 
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with everything needed for his suitable mainte- 
nance. With this rare array of recommendations, 
and possessing no first-hand knowledge of the im- 
mobility of the East, it is little wonder that Xavier 
set sail with the confident hope of speedily winning 
India to the Church of Christ. That spiritual 
earnestness ‘and holy living would be required of 
him he knew well, but these he was prepared to 
give in fullest measure. Not through fault of his 
would his sacred mission fail. 

‘ I  Those,” he writes, who are acquainted with India, as- 
sure us that as soon as the natives of India have for guides and 
teachers such as we are, that is those whose whole conduct 
is above the suspicion of avarice, they will receive the religion 
of Christ. If we carry with us into that country the spirit of 
mortification, the absolute renunciation of worldly advantages, 
the perfect disinterestedness of which we here give a pattern, 
there is no doubt, they say, but that in a few years we shall 
have made the conquest of two or three Kingdoms.” 

So much for the recorded expectations of this 
truly grea’t crusader. Let a brief narrative of 
his Indian crusade, reserving for the present de- 
tailed comment thereon, show how they were full 
filled. 

11. 

May 6th, 1542, is a notable day in the calendar of 
the Indian Church, for it was on that day, after a 
tedious voyage of thirteen months, that Xavier 
landed at Goa, then the brilliant capital of the 
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Portuguese power, the seat of the Viceroy, the 
scene of oriental luxury, royal display, and abound- 
ing open profligacy. Besides the Portuguese mili- 
tary and civilian elements Goa contained a large 
population of mixed blood, the result of the policy 
of the government which systematically married 
the soldiers to native women, after these had been 
baptized, in many cases forcibly, and in all with 
IittIe or  no knowledge of the meaning of the rite. 
The object of this policy was to raise up indigenous 
recruits for the army and thus do away with the 
necessity for yearly drafts from Portugal. An abun- 
dant sphere for spiritual work was thus provided by 
Goa itself, but agencies for that work were already 
there. The city had its spacious cathedral, its bishop 
and its canons, its Franciscan convent and its 
college for training one hundred native youths for 
the service of the Church. This last especially 
appealed to Xavier as a useful agent for his work, 
and he speedily took steps which resulted later in 
the transfer of the college from the hands of the 
Franciscans to those of the Jesuits. 

But Goa did not supply the sphere in search 
of which Xavier had. come to India. His mission 
was not to his own countrymen, but to the Hindus ; 
so a stay of five months sufficed, in which he learned 
something of the country and its ways, and experi- 
enced too those fits of alternating depression and 
exaltation to which few missionaries are strangers. 
Writing home at this time, h e  says :- 
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“The miseries of a long voyage : the dealing with the sins 
of other people while you are oppressed by your own ; a per- 
manent abode among the heathen, and this in a land which is 
scorched by the rays of the sun,-all these things are indeed 
trials. But if they be endured for the cause of God, they be- 
come great comforts and the sources of many heavenly pleasures, 
I am persuaded that those who truly love the cross of Christ 
esteem !a life thus passed in affliction to be a happy one, 
and regard an avoidance of the cross or an exemption from it 
as a kind of death. For what death is more bitter than to live 
without Christ when once we have tasted His preciousness, or 
to desert Him that we may follow our own desires? Believe 
me, no cross is to be compared to this cross. On the other 
hand how happy it is to live in dying daily, and in mortifying 
our own will, and in seeking not our own but the things that 
are Jesus Christ’s ! ” 

It was in this high spirit of consecration that 
Xavier proceeded towards the end of 1542 to the 
district intIndia with which his name is imperishably 
associated. This was the extreme southern coast 
east, from Cape Comorin, the inhabitants of which 
were the humble pearl-fishers of Tuticorin, and here, 
among these,simple, lowly, and in many points even 
degraded folk, he lived and laboured for over two 
years. A great change this from the Court of 
Navarre and the halls of the University of Paris, but 
Xavier found a joy there such as cultured Europe 
had never afforded. Nor does this surprise us: it 
is a common experience of missionary life. But 
what is surprising is that a field of this particular 
nature should have been selected by one of Xavier’s 
special gifts and extended aims, and that other 
fields manifestly more suited should have been passed 
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by. The choice, however, was not Xavier’s own. 
It was urged upon him by the Viceroy who was at  
least partly moved, it would seem, by the thought 
of thus strengthening the Portuguese hold on that 
district. Already Portugal was recognised by !he 
pearl-fishers as in some way their sovereign Power, 
the result of their having been delivered some time 
previously from the hands of Saracen pirates by 
the timely help of a Portuguese fleet. In return 
for this boon the pearl-divers had acknowledged 
themselves to be the subjects of Portugal and had 
given their pledge to accept the Christian religion. 
No time had been lost in sending to their district a 
good Franciscan Father, Michael Vass, by whom 
thousand3 had been baptized ; and now to complete 
the work thus begun Xavier’s aid was asked, and 
readily given. 

How did he proceed, this cultured man of 
European fame, when thus placed, after only six 
months in India, amidst some of the rudest tribes 
that India possesses? His own letters give a full 
and clear account and by their frankness and hu- 
mility dispel many cherished traditions. His great 
initial difficulty, as might be expected, was his ig- 
norance of Tamil, the language of the people, and 
with all his admirable powers Xavier by his own 
confession was no great linguist. He never made 
much progress with any of the languages of the 
East, and in this his first field the difficulty op- 
pressed him greatly. His method of meeting it had 

7 
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at least the merit of simplicity. As soon as he 
arrived in the district he got the Creed, the Lord’s 
Prayer, the Ave Maria, and the Ten Commandments, 
translated into Tamil. These he then committed 
to memory, and after four months felt himself to be 
sufficiently equipped for beginning his work. In the 
district were some thirty villages and to each vil- 
lage he devoted a fortnight. His procedure is told 
in one of his best-known letters, written after a year’s 
experience :- 

‘‘ I have begun to go through all the villages of this coast 
with bell in hand, collecting together a large concourse both of 
boys and men. Bringing them twice a day into a convenient 
place I gave them Christian instruction. The boys, in the 
space of a month, have committed all to memory beautifully. 
Then I told them to teach what they had learned to their 
parents, household, and neighbours. On Sundays I called to- 
gether the men and women, boys and girls, into asacred edifice. 
They came to hear with great alacrity, and with an ardent de- 
sire to hear. Then I began with the confession of the Holy 
Trinity, the Lord’s Prayer, the Angelic Salutation, the Apostles’ 
Creed, pronouncing them in their own language with a clear 
voice. All followed me in the repetition, in which they take 
an uncommon pleasure. Then I went through the Creed alone, 
pausing upon each article, asking whether they believed without 
any doubt. All; in an equally confident tone, with their hands 
in the form of a cross over their breasts, affirmed that they truly 
believed it. . . . In like manner I inculcate the precepts of the 
Decalogue . . . add the Angelic Salutation . . . and after- 
wards baptize those who have been instructed. The close of 
the ceremony is a SaZve Xeginn, by which we implore the help 

How great is the multi- 
tude of those who are gathered into the fold of Christ you may 
learn from this that it often happens to me, that my hands fail 
through the fatigue of baptizing: for I have baptized a whole 

, and assistance of the Blessed Virgin. 
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village in a single day : and often, by repeating so frequently 
the Creed and other things, my voice and strength have failed 
me.” 

In every village he followed the same procedure, 
and took steps on leaving to secure permanence for 
the impressions made :- 

I ‘  In  each village I leave one copy of the Christian Instruc- 
tion. I appoint all to assemble on festival days, and to chant 
the rudiments of the Christian faith: and in each of the 
villages I appoint a fit person to preside. For their wages 
the Viceroy, at my request, has assigned 4000 gold fanams. 
Multitudes in these parts are only not Christians because none 
are found to make them Christians.” 

So it was that Xavier made Christians ”. One is 
constrained to say, “ Sautcta Siwplicitas ” ! When 
his methods are kept in mind there is nothing in- 
credible in the statement which occurs in one of his 
letters (though the authenticity of the passage is by 
some seriously questioned), that in one month he 
baptized ten thousand Christians. Baptism was 
ever his great aim, and his abiding consolation in 
the absence of clearer evidence of Christian progress. 
In twelve months he baptized one thousand infants 
who were moribund, “whom God called away from 
these parts to His heavenly mansion before they had 
lost the robe of innocence ”. S o  too, when realising 
how serious a hindrance was his ignorance of the 
language, the thought of the many baptisms admin- 
istered and their efficacy came as cheering compen- 
sation. Some words, written in August, 1544, after 

. 
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he had been two years in the field, are significant of 
much :- 

U Here I am almost alone , . . and I find it a mpst incon- 
venient position to be in the midst of a people of an unknown 
tongue, without the assistance of a (capable) interpreter. . . . 
Conceive , . . what kind of sermons I am able to address to 
the assemblies, when they who should repeat my address to the 
people do not understand me, nor I them. I ought to be an 
adept in dumb show. Yet I am not without work, for I want 
no interpreter to baptize infants just born, or those which their 
parents bring : nor to relieve the famished and the naked who 
come in my way. So I devote myself to these two kinds of 
good works, and do not regard my time as lost.” 

After a year’s work among the pearl-fishers east 
of Comorin, where a generous Christian beneficence 
was as conspicuous as his ceaseless and earnest 
evangelising, Xavier turned to the district west of 
the Cape, and met with like success among the Tra- 
vancoreans. But with all his enthusiasm over these 
speedy and vast accessions to the visible Church, he 
cherished no illusions as to the true spiritual condi- 
tion of his converts. His letters to Europe were pur- 
posely optimistic : it is in the franker correspondence 
with brother missionaries that his full mind on such 
matters is revealed. 

“ In the presence of a Portuguese,” he writes in one letter 
of the kind, “take good care not to reprove or condemn the 
native Christians. On the contrary defend them, praise them, 
apologise for them on every occasion. Point out how short a 
time it is since they embraced the faith : that they are still in 
infancy . . . that far from being surprised at the defects of so 
rude a nation, one can only wonder that they are not worse.” 
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This is tender, chivalrous and not unhopeful 
counsel, but there were times when the iron entered 
into his soul, and the missionary spoke in other tones. 
It was in such an hour of disillusionment that he 
wrote to a brother :- 

“God give you patience, which is the first requisite in 
dealing with this nation. Imagine to yourself that you are in 
purgatory, and that you are washing away the guilt ofyour evil 
deeds.” And again he wrote :- 

U Again and again I beseech you to behave towards these 
men, who are the filth of the human race, as good fathers do 
to wicked children. Don’t be cast down however great their 
wickedness.” 

Not once nor twice but repeatedly this note 
appears, and it is indeed impossible to peruse his 
letters without feeling that, as time went on, Xavier’s 
hopes of a Christian India grew less strong, and 
after three years had passed we find him casting his 
eyes farther afield. What finally decided him was 
the utter failure of a semi-political scheme he strongly 
urged, for the annexation to Portugal and to the 
Christian Church of the Kingdom of Jaffnapatam in 
the north of Ceylon. The King of Jaffnapatam had 
massacred the native Christians on the Island of 
Manaar (which lies between Ceylon and Tuticorjn), 
and whkn Xavier, in the hour of his grief and resent- 
ment, learned that a brother.of the King was willing 
to be baptized, and to bring with him into the Church 
the whole population of the Kingdom, if only Portu- 
gal would place him on the throne, the way to con- 
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quest and a great Christian triumph seemed open. 
Xavier urged on the Viceroy active military meas- 
ures. To the King of Portugal he wrote, " In Jaffna- 
patam, and the opposite coast more than IOO,OOO will 
be easily added to the Church of Christ," and then 
hastened himself to Negapatam, the nearest Indian 

. port, there to wait the expected de'Tioztenzent. But it 
never came, and Xavier, keenly disappointed, forth- 
with decided to leave India behind him, and seek 
other and more hopeful fields of action. Portuguese 
rule embraced the great islands of the India Archi- 
pelago, and for these Xavier sailed in the beginning 
of I 545, taking ship at  St. ThomC, after he had placed 
priest and teachers in charge of the field he was for- 
saking. 

This abandonment of India, after three years' 
labour, has been severely criticised, and by none 
more severely than by some of Xavier's own Church 
and Order : but scarcely with perfect justice. Xavier 
had been sent out to the East, not as an ordinary 
missionary, but as Director of Missions. His direc- 
torate embraced the whole East, and however men 
mayjudge of his Indian work and his motives in 
leaving it, there is nothing inharmonious with the 
wider aims and duties of his office, in his decision, 
after three years in India, to visit the farth& parts 
of his most extensive diocese. 

111. 

- 

On Xavier's work in the Moluccas we cannot 
dwell here. In its methods and successes it resem- 
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bled his Indian work, and like it, also lasted for 
nearly three years. A t  the expiry of that period he 
returned to India, reaching its shores in January, 
I 548. There he remained until April, I 549, a period 
of fifteen months which, for the Indian Church, was 
by far the most important section of Xavier's life. 
For the first time he now took up in earnest the 
work of Director of Jesuit Missions in the East. Till 
now this had been impossible, as there had been 
neither workers to direct nor work to organise, nor 
did he possess the needful experience for the 
task. But six years of personal missionary labour 
in different parts of the wide field had given the 
experience; and as during the same period a suc- 
cession of Jesuit missionaries had continued to arrive 
at Goa, Xavier now found himself with a staff of at 
least twenty of his own Order, men vowed to 
implicit obedience and zealous for the progress of 
their cause, Organisation and development were 
now possible, and proceeded apace, Jesuit mission- 
aries were posted at all the more important Portu- 
guese settlements in the East. The older missions 
of the Franciscans were gradually superseded, and 
the process was begun which was to result in giving 
to' the Jesuits for very many years a practical 
monopoly in Indian n/lissions. 

Of this work Xavier was sole and absolute con- 
troller. Daily reports of their doings had to be 
written by all the missionaries, and forwarded at  
stated intervals to the Director that h e  might know 
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exactly how they fared ; and in the letters of counsel 
and instruction sent by him to the missionaries is 
revealed the intimacy of his knowledge of the cir- 
cumstances and needs of every worker in the field. 
Much of the counsel thus given might with advantage 
be followed by missionaries of any Church, such as 
his advice to discourage lawsuits among native 
Christians, to heal their quarrels, and to bear tenderly 
with, their failings, Equally excellent too for the 
most part are his instructions concerning the per- 
sonal life and conduct of the missionaries, and the 
great need of their being an example to the flock 
in holy living. Shrewd knowledge of men marks 
his counsel as to the ordinary conversation in which 
the missionaries are to engage with Portuguese 
civilians and soldiers : it is to turn on spiritual sub- 
jects. 

“If you speak to them of nothing but these matters, one of 
two things will happen: either they will court your society 
because it interests them, and so they will profit by it : or they 
will avoid it because it wearies them, and so they will not rob 
you of the hours set apart for your spiritual duties.” 

And nothing could be better than this general 
guiding principle :- 

U I enjoin upon you above all things,--and I cannot often 
enough repeat it to you-that wherever you bend your steps, 
or wherever you may be called, you should try to make your- 
self beloved by every one, by rendering to them kind services, 
by good manners, and by seasoning your reproofs with gentle- 
ness and modesty.” 
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Here and there occur counsels of a less spiritual 
tone, in which the mark of what is popularly called 
“Jesuitry ” appears. This 1 is the case when he 
urges the missionaries to conciliate the governor 
by every means in their power: and yet more 
visibly when he advises them to find out all the 
private history and the besetting sins of the men 
they have to deal with, that so they may have a 
strong hold upon them. These are blemishes which 
cannot be ignored, but it would be an error in 
judgment to emphasise them. The general tone 
of his correspondence is lofty and spiritual, yet 
wise, prudent and kindly. Where encouragement 
is needed and deserved he gives it. Where reproof 
is required it is not withheld, but is administered 
with a stern gravity which must have told, though 
even’there the kindly touch of a brother man is 
not wanting. Kindliness and understanding gov- 
erned all his dealings with his brethren in the 
field, and his sympathy with them was very real. 
Of this perhaps the best evidence is given in a 
letter of instruction which he sent to Father Paul 
Cainerte at  Goa, who was to act for him as Director 
during his absence in Japan. By its counsels the 
letter reveals the principles on which Xavier him- 
self sought to work :- 

U Whenever these brothers of our Society who itinerate 
among the villages of Cape Comorin, or Nicholas at Quilon, or 
Cyprian at Madras, or Melchior Gonzalez at Bassein, or Francis 
Perez at Malacca, or John Beira and the associates at Moluccas, 
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write to you, you must immediately set about their business 
with all diligence, and at any inconvenience, whether it be to 
request your interest with the Viceroy or the Bishop, whose 
assistance may possibly be necessary to them, or any other 
spiritual or temporal aid or relief which they may stand in need 
of. You must also confer with Antonio Goniez, that he may 
promptly and fully transact those matters which belong to his 
department. 

‘‘ In  writing to those who, amidst sufferings and exliaustion, 
are bearing the heat and burden of the day, be careful that YOU 
never blot the page with the smallest drop of bitterness. Let 
the accents of authority be expressed only in love and tenderness. 
Let no tinge or shadow of scolding, of bad feeling, or of any- 
thing which might wound or grieve them,. ever enter your 
mind. Supply promptly, kindly, and liberally, whatever they 
require, whether it be food, clothing, or anything for retaining 
or restoring health. For you must compassionate their great 
and continual labours both day and night in the service of 
God, unmitigated by earthly consolation. I now speak more 
especially of those who have the care of the churches at 
Moluccas and Comorin, for they are weighed down by a most 
heavy cross. Beware, in the name of God, of letting them 
remain in need, or of forcing them to ask twice for what you 
know they require, for the solace. of their minds, or for the 
support of their bodies. By the failure of such supplies their 
spirits will infallibly sink and faint. It is such a just and all- 
important duty in those who guard the camp to assist their 
brethren who are fighting, that I should not hesitate to charge 
you, in the name of God and of our Father Ignatius, to dis- 
charge this duty with the utmost diligence, cheerfulness, and 
completeness, so that nothing may be left to be done under 
the pressure of the last moment.” 

One does not wonder that under a Director in- 
spired by such sympathy and devotion the activities, 
the prestige, and the power of the Jesuit Missions 
in the East increased by leaps and bounds. 
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But despite his ability for organisation and control 
Xavier’s own personal preference was for the direct 
work of a missionary. His keenest happiness was 
in grappling with heathenism, rescuing perishing 
souls from darkness, and sealing them for Christ 
and His Church by the holy rite of Baptism. In 
India and in the Moluccas he had felt this joy of the 
soldier of the Cross, and now a region yet farther 
off appealed to him, This wasJapan. In his two 
previous fields he had been sorely hindered by 
the godless lives and hostile influence of his own 
countrymen. In Japan he saw virgin sojl, where 
no defiling European foot had trod, and there he 
anticipated success surpassing any he had yet 
attained. The fascination grew, and soon India 
could no longer hold him. Arrangements were 
made for the management of the work in his absence, 
and early in 1549, full of hope and unquenchable 
zeal, he sailed for the fair islands of the farthest 
East. In a letter, dated February I, 1549, on the 
eve of sailing, he wrote to Simon Rodriguez :- 

“All my friends are stupefied with amazement that I should 
undertake such a long and perilous voyage: and I grieve to 
see their want of faith. I t  is tfue that the storms in these 
regions are the most violent that have ever been seen, but our 
Lord God rules. He reigns in these seas of China and Japan. 
The winds are greatly to be dreaded in these seas, and there 
are many sunken rocks : many ships go down in these waters, 
but these winds and these reefs cannot harm us unless it is the 
will of God. They 
are very cruel and torture in horrible ways the prisoners who 
fall into their hands, before putting them to death-the 

There are many pirates in these regions. 
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Portuguese prisoners especially-so that there are things which 
must cause us to tremble-but our Lord has all power over 
these pirates : I fear neither them nor any of the other perils. 
This only do I fear, that the Lord our God may chasten me 
for negligence in His service, because I have shown myself 
useless and incapable of spreading the knowledge of the name 
of Jesus Christ amidst the Gentiles who know Him not. But 
as for the perils, the toils, the terrors of which my friends tell 
me, I count these as nothing at all.” 

In August, I 549, the dauntless apostle reached his 
destination, when there followed two years of 
earnest and even brilliant work. They were the 
richest years of Xavier’s missionary life, for by his 
labours in Japan he built up a community of 
Christians, which in after years numbered many 
thousands, and whose members, when the trial of 
persecution came, showed the reality of their faith 
by being true unto death, But not even Japan 
could satisfy the eager, restless spirit which burned 
in Xavier. When there he found that China was 
the land venerated by the Japanese above all lands : 
so to win Japan completely, Xavier resolved to 
storm China. But prior to this heroic and desperate 
enterprise, whose difficulty and dangers he realised, 
India must be visited once again and provision made 
for an extended absence. So back to India he 
sailed, and reaching Cochin in January, 1552, entered 
on the last, and briefest, of his three periods of 
Indian missionary service, 

* From the French work on Xavier by Phre Cros, quoted by Sir 
W. Robertson Nicoll in his Cwey LecttJre, I ~ I  I .  
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IV. 
I t  was a heart-breaking experience that he found 

waiting him. The arrangements, most carefully 
made for the conduct of the work prior to his leav: 
ing for Japan, had proved an utter failure, revealing 
the incompetence of some and the unworthiness of 
many of the workers in whom Xavier had trusted. 
Even Father Paul Camerte, to whom had been given 
the charge of the Goa College, and the position of 
Director, had proved quite unfit for the post, while 
the rank and file of the workers were in a state of 
disaffection and distressing variance. The strong 
hand was urgently required and a letter from Xavier 
to Camerte, written from Cochin, shows how bitterly 
disappointed the writer was that such necessity 
should have arisen. 

’ 

“I had hoped on my return from Japan to enjoy some 
repose after all the fatigue I had undergone. But no ! There 
was no comfort for me. I found only grief 
upon grief, and each in succession more poignant than the 
preceding. I found lawsuits arising from a quarrelsome 
temper. Nothing is stirring around me but squabbles, disputes, 
divisions, to the great scandal of the people. Alas ! this was 
not the work I so earnestly enjoined at my departure for Japan. 
What do I find? Insubordination : little or no obedience! 
Oh, my God ! 

Far from that. 

May Thy holy name be always praised ! ” 

The crisis was serious, but never was the strength 
of Xavier more evident. Supreme authority was 
his and without hesitation he exercised it. Men of 
proved unworthiness were expelled from the Order ; 
Camerte himself was promptly removed from the 
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post he had failed to adorn; and counsel, reproof 
and exhortation, to the many workers in the field, 
were dealt out with discriminating but unstinting 
hand. One such letter may be quoted as a sample 
-the letter written by Xavier to a Jesuit Father 
at  Madras, who had acted harshly towards a junior 
colleague. After reproof had been given there 
came these touching words :- 

“The above I have dictated. Recognise in what follows 
my own hand and heart. 0 Cyprian, if you knew with how 
much love to you I write these things, you would thank me 
day and night, and perhaps you would not be able to restrain 
your tears while reflecting upon the very tender and fervent 
love with which my soul burns to embrace you. Would that 
the arcana of the heart could be laid open in this life ! Believe 
me, my brother Cyprian, you would clearly see yourself en- 
graven in my inmost soul. Farewell.” 

The strenuous experiences of this period must have 
tried Xavier sorely, and put a strain on his strength 
which, after seven years’ residence in the tropics, 
he cannot have been well fitted to bear. But of 
this he says nothing. What concerns him most 
is that the lessons of this troublous time should not 
be lost, and that the qualities revealed as of prime 
importance in missionaries should in future be 
sedulously sought and fostered. The fundamental 
qualities of earnestness, devotion, and sacrifice he 
ever emphasises, but next to these he desires that 
missionaries sent to the East should be men of out- 
standing ability and men of peace. In writing to 
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Loyola he presses the need of the former quality 
whether the field is to be India or Japan:- 

(‘1 would ask as a suppliant upon my bended knees that 
you will send here a man, thoroughly known and approved by 
your holy and loving spirit to be made Rector of the College 
at Goa.” “Give me these able and learned men that the 
Fathers now labouring in Japan shall become their inter- 
preters.” 

It is in his letters to his fellow-workers in the field 
that he emphasises the need of the other quality, a 
love of peace :- 

“Let love, benignity, and a sincere charity towards an 
erring brother, shine forth in your words and your looks. 
Everywhere men like to be cured tenderly, but in no country 
more than in India.” 

Three crowded months sufficed to restore order 
to the now wide Jesuit organisations in India, and 
in April, 1552, Xavier sailed from Goa, never to re- 
turn. In a letter to the King of Portugal, written 
on the eve of his departure, the quenchless devotion 
and the abounding hope of the great missionary is 
finely seen : 

“ It may appear a bold enterprise to go to a barbarous people 
(the Chinese) and a most powerful King, to reprove their sin 
and to preach the truth. . . . But that which gives us 
strength and courage is our confidence that God has put it into 
our minds to go. His glory is the scope and end of all my 
thoughts. He too has filled us with a good hope and with a 
firm assurance : so that trusting in his mercy, we confide in his 
power which infinitely exceeds that of the Emperor of China 
and the potentates of the whole world.” 
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As 
a Christian missionary Xavier would not be allowed 
to set foot on the soil of the flowery land, so he 
planned to visit it as an ambassador from the King 
of Portugal, unauthorised indeed, but he relied on 
his action meeting with royal approval. The Portu- 
guese authorities however had not the same assur- 
ance, and when Xavier got as far on his voyage as 
Malacca, the Portuguese governor there refused 
all countenance to the embassy, and forbade the 
vessel in which he had come from going farther. 
Xavier’s disappointment was intense, and his exas- 
peration at the governor’s action found expression 
in letters home, reporting his conduct and demand- 
ing his dismissal. But no opposition could make 
him abandon his cherished scheme. A passage was 
secured in an ordinary trading vessel, and accom- 
panied by one lay brother, Xavier sailed as far as 
Sancian, a low-lying island off Canton, which was 
the nearest point to China where foreign ships‘were 
permitted to go. Here he landed and passed some 
restless weeks in planning how to reach the main- 
land which lay before his view. So great was the 
risk in landing a foreigner that it required a bribe 
of A300 to persuade a native merchant to run it. 
And even so, when the supreme moment came, 
Xavier’s interpreter drew back and his lay brother 
failed him. 

It was a most bitter cross, and the spiritual strain 
involved in bearing it, added to the physical trial 

But to enter China diplomacy was essential. 
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of exposure to the cold biting winds which sweep 
across the bleak island, proved too much. Xavier’s 
strength gave way. His stricken spirit could fight 
no longer, fever laid hold on his exhausted frame, 
and on the 2nd day of December, 1552, the cease- 
less labours o€ the eager and indomitable mission- 
ary came to an end. No loving hands were near to 
tend him. No Christian priest was there to give him 
the consolations of his Church. Alone, in a rude 
hut constructed of stakes and branches, and whose 
roof was scarce sufficient to shield him from the 
rays of the sun or protect him from the dews of 
night, his last hours were spent. Portuguese mer- 
chants found’him as he lay dying and told later how 
as the last moments drew near, the face of the de- 
parting saint shone with a heavenly brightness, and 
with the words In te Dowine speravi,-nonz‘ con- 
fundar in aeternum, the Apostle of the Indies passed 
to his eternal rest. 

V. 
Of the many features which mark the missionary 

career of Francis Xavier probably what occasions 
most surprise is its exceeding brevity. His whole 
work in the East was compressed into ten years, 
and of these only four and a half were devoted to 
India! Surely to no other Indian missionary has 
it been given to achieve by work so brief a name 
and fame so exalted and enduring. Yet in Xavier’s 
case both name and fame are beyond possibility of 

8 
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doubt. It remains to consider what were the special 
elements in his career which have secured for him 
this rare renown. They must be sought either in 
the worh or in the maH. Members of his own 
communion, who share his conviction as to the 
prime missionary aim, find them in both: Protes- 
tants, with different ideas as to what constitutes 
missionary success, will be more discriminating in 
their commendation of the work, though quite as 
spontaneous and sincere in their admiration of the 
worker. 

Xavier's Indian work falls, as has been seen, into 
two sections, his labours as a missionary, and his 
work as an administrator. It is concerning the 
former that the judgment of later generations is 
gravely divided. Judged by numerical standards 
his success in gathering the natives of India into the 
Christian Church was unprecedented, and is still 
unparalleled. In the special field of his Indian min- 
istry there were, prior to his arrival, some zo,ooo 
ba@ized Christians. Ten years later, the most reli- 
able estimate as to the numbers puts them at 60,000. 

Thus, as the result of the labours of Xavier and his 
co-workers, there were added in a single decade, 
40,000 souls to the visible Church of Christ. And 
if that be enough to constitute success, Xavier was 
the most successful missionary the world has ever 
seen. But the element of quality as well as that of 
quantity is here essential to a right judgment ; and 
in quality Xavier's missionary work, in the estima- 
tion of the Protestant world, was gravely deficient. 
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The truth is it is simply impossible for Protest- 
ants, with their convictions as to what constitutes 
religion, to rate Xavier’s work among the pearl- 
fishers as of any great spiritual value. His own 
accounts of the methods he adopted, and the speedy 
way in which he “made Christians,” are distressing 
reading. They leave behind them a sense of dis- 
appointment and humiliation that a man so great 
should have countenanced methods so superficial, 
and in general so destitute of spiritual worth. His 
magnifying of baptism, the purely formal and ex- 
ternal character of much of his work, the hasty 
reception into the Church of multitudes whose 
understanding of the first principles of Christi- 
anity must have been almost nil,-these are defects 
too grave to be overlooked, and it is no surprise 
that the after history of those communities, where 
Christians were so rapidly ‘ I  made,” should have little 
that is grTtifying to record. Born in ceremon- 
ialism the religion of the people has never grown 
to higher things. 

Yet grave though these defects are, there are at 
least two considerations which in fairness should be 
kept in mind, one of which is that the defects were 
not in Xavier so much as in Xavier’s Church. Had 
his work been free from these blemishes he would 
not have been as he most surely was, a loyal son of 
the Roman Church. Great and good although he 
was, he yet came under the spell of his ecclesiastical 
environment and was subject to its limitations. And 
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there is this other consideration. ‘Xavier, being 
himself greater than his system, was in his heart dis- 
satisfied with his Indian work, and with the spiritual 
standard of his Indian converts. Evidence of this 
has already been given, but it may easily be added 
to. Writing to a brother missionary in December, 
1548, just before quitting India for Japan, he 
says :- 

“If you will in imagination search throughout India, YOU 
will find that few will reach heaven either of whites or blacks, 
except those who depart this life under fourteen years of age, 
with their baptismal innocence still upon them.” 

In a letter to Ignatius Loyola, written in the fol- 
lowing month, he is even more pessimistic-an un- 
usual feature in his letters to Europe :- 

“ The natives, on account of the enormity of their wicked- 
ness, are as little as possible fitted to embrace the Christian 
religion. They so abhor it, that they have no patience to listen 
to us if we introduce the subject. T o  ask them to become 
Christian is like asking them to submit to death. Hence all 
our labour is at present to guard those who are now Christians.” 

The reiterated expression of such convictions 
constrains one to believe that perhaps, after all, the 
statement of Abbe Dubois may not be far from the 
truth when, after telling of the utter failure of his 
own forty years’ work as a missionary in South In- 
dia, he finds some consolation in the fact that the 
great Xavier had equal reason for dissatisfaction. 
“ Xavier,” he writes, “soon discovered in themanners 
and prejudices of the natives an insurmountable bar 
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to the progress of Christianity among them, . . . 
and at  last, entirely disheartened by the invincible 
obstacles he everywhere met in his apostolic career, 
and by the apparent impossibility of making real 
converts, left the country in disgust, after a stay in 
it of only two or  three years.” The judgment is too 
hard, but be i t  remembered it is that of a Roman 
Catholic, a Jesuit, and a missionary, whose field of 
labour lay not far from that which once had been 
Xavier’s own1 

But Xavier’s work was not limited to his actual 
missionary activities. It included also his general 
administration of the missions in the East. There 
he stands out as  a figure of the first importance in 
the annals of Christian Missions, and in the evolution 
of Indian Missions both epoch-marking and epoch- 
making. With him, and largely through him, the 
change took place which converted missionary enter- 
prise in India from a praiseworthy work of earnest 
individuals into a great and serious enterpri-se of the 
Church. What  had hitherto been an affair of the 
outpasts now assumed the dimensions and import- 
ance of a campaign, in whose success the honour of 
Christendom and especially of Christian Portugal 
was vitally concerned. Isolated and occasional 
ventures were replaced by a rapidly developing 
missionary organisation, whereby the work of an 
increasing number of missionaries was unified into 

See Appendix IT., where Xavier’s own considered opinion is re- 
corded in a remarkable letter. 
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a system and directed from one strong centre. It 
is true the whole credit of this does not belong to 
Xavier. The springs of the forward movement were 
in Europe, where the Christian imperialism of the 
Portuguese monarchs combined with the fresh mis- 
sionary enthusiasm of the young Jesuit Society, to 
supply material resources and consecrated workers 
in a manner seldom equalled. But to Xavier was 
entrusted the organisation and application alike of 
resources and workers, and the manner in which he 
discharged the trust is the complete justification< of 
his renown. He was not the founder of Roman 
Catholic Missions to India, but his was the genius 
and the personal devotedness which laid down the 
lines, on which throughout the whole East the 
missions of that Church were for long years to run. 
And his too in no small measure, was the influence 
which maintained the intensity of the missionary 
fervour which now glowed in the heart of the Church 
in Europe. With a lesser personality a t  the head of 
the operations in India, it is far from likely that the 
zeal of the civil and ecclesiastical authorities in the 
West would have continued to develop as it did. 
But in Xavier the missionary cause had as its leader 
and representative the man who stood next in 
reputation to Ignatius Loyola himself, and one who 
in social influence, personal character, and contagious 
enthusiasm was second to no churchman of his day. 
For Indian Missions this was a great gain. 

As an  originator of practical missionary methods 
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Xavier’s legacy to future times must be admitted to 
be small. Over most of his own practice there rests 
the blight of a faulty theology, with its exaggerated 
views of the efficacy of the Sacraments. But there 
are at least two points in missionary strategy, where 
Xavier emphasised lines of action which missions 
of all the Churches are now agreed in following. In  
his anxious and successful endeavours to train up 
a large body of qualified native workers, ordained 
and lay, he was at one with the most modern of 
missionary experts. And when he urged, with un- 
ceasing and ever-increasing emphasis, the need of 
caring for the young of the Christian community, 
there too he was a modern of the moderns. 
“ Believe me,” he wrote to a brother worker, “ trust 
my experience, all our ministry to this nation re- 
duces itself to two capital points,-the baptism of 
children, aizd their instruction as sooa as they are 
catable ofit,” “ Build schools in every village,” he 
wrote to another, “ that the children may be taught 
daily.” In accordance with this counsel he sought 
more and more to shape the course of the missions 
under his charge, and, so far at least as concerns the 
instruction of the young, all missions to-day approve 
his judgment. 

It is however when we pass from all critical 
weighing of the work of Xavier, and face the man 
himself that admiration and appreciation rise high- 
est, Blot out the errors and the faults which were 



I20 THE APOSTLES OF INDIA [CHAP. 

inevitable consequences of his training and his 
creed. Forget these, and look at the man. He is 
well worth looking at, for never has India drawn to 
her shores a missionary more earnest o r  a soul 
more devoted. From the first hour when he re- 
ceived the call to work in India to the hour when 
he drew his last breath on Sancian’s bleak shore, he 
was a man of one thought and one prayer,-the 
thought how best to do the work, the prayer that 
God’s blessing might rest upon it to the saving of 
the souls of men. In that holy cause sufferings 
were not merely unheeded; they were welcomed. 
“Yet more, 0 my God, yet more!” was his im- 
passioned prayer at the beginning of his career, 
when the trials it would entail rose up in vision 
before him, and when the ‘( more ” came he never 
flinched. Equally thorough was his devotedness to 
his work. Europe with its many attractions had 
no power to charm him when once h e  had said 
farewell. In all his correspondence not one word 
tells of longing for the old fellowship, or regret for. 
the loss of the rich cultured life which he had 
forsaken. His gift of himself to India and the East 
was without repentance. Nay, it grew in fulness 
and intensity the longer that he lived, as was shown 
by the eagerness with which the giver pushed on 
and ever on to lands remote, that he might bear to 
men the tidings and the healing of the Cross. 

Enthusiasm so intense rarely fails to win men’s 
admiration, and it has not failed in the case of 



IV.] FRANCIS XAVIER I21 

Xavier. How his contemporaries thought of him, 
who were in daily contact with him, may be 
gathered from the following warm tribute written 
by Father Melchior Gonzalez from Goa in 1548 :- 

“He  is so filled with the love of our Lord, so bathed in 
that love, that it seems as if nothing outside that love could 
touch him. He is not old, and his health appears good, al- 
though his mortifications are great. There is one detail I have, 
noticed, and that is that he  drinks no sort of wine. Privations 
are nothing to him. He forgets them all-this valiant soldier 
of Jesus Christ, that he may be occupied only with his King. 
We may say of him in the words of St. Bernard, ‘EiiEeZis tnil’es 
vulnera sua non sentit, dum Benkne sui Regis vulnera intueiur ’. 
In  truth, beloved brothers, we have amongst us a living martyr, 
and I ani assured that he will soon die a martyr, for it seems 
that this is all his desire. How often already have arrows been 
darted against him, how often has the house where he was 
spending the night been set on fire! The attempt has been 
repeated three or four times in a single night. You may 
guess from this what sleep he had, and what repose he would 
be likely to find. This 
is the title that fits him perfectly.”l 

The admiration he won from men of his own day 
has passed - on undiminished to Iater generations. 
From them he has received more than admiration : 
he has been accorded a warm loving appreciation 
which many enthusiasts never know. Loyola ex- 
hibited a devotedness which was in nothing behind 
that of Xavier, but while he has gained thereby 
men’s respect and honour, he has never won their 
affection. Loyola was the Calvin of the Jesuit 

1911. 

He is a true soldier of Jesus Christ. 

Quoted by Sir W. Robertson Nicoll, in his Cayq Lectftye, 
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Order, able and earnest but stern and austere: 
Xavier was its Luther, earnest, able, and zealous, 
but also loving and sympathetic to a degree that 
won men’s hearts to himself, and through him to 
the cause he served. His letters tell this in part, 
and they are supplemented by the tales and legends 
of his life which have come floating down the 
centuries. I t  mattered not what the company was 
in which he mingled. While he was always the 
missionary, he was also the genial friendly brother 
man, charming those whom he met by his constant 
courtesy, his ready sympathy, and his unfeigned 
interest in their welfare. There is a story that tells 
how once when his humble converts in South India 
were attacked by a hostile band, Xavier with cross 
uplifted charged the enemy at the head of his timid 
followers and changed the attack into a rout. That 
story speaks for his Christian chivalry and courage. 
And the deep concern he felt for the sins of men is 
illustrated by the means he took, on one occasion, 
to bring to a true sense of his sins a fellow- 
Portuguese whom he saw going steadily to ruin. 
Counsel and remonstrance were thrown away, so 
Xavier, we are told, one day in the libertine’s 
presence stripped himself to the waist, and chastised 
his own body so severely that the blood flowed 
freely. “ I t  is for your sake,” he cried to the 
startled sinner. “ It is for your sake I do this : and 
it is not to be compared with what Jesus Christ has 
done for you. Will not His passion, His death, His 
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blood, soften your hard heart 3 ” The method may 
be open to criticism, but not the heart that prompted 
it. That heart was ever true to men, and felt 
keenly for their needs. 

What was better, it was true to Christ. For 
however much his Church was to Xavier, Christ 
was more, and as the years passed the supremacy 
of Christ increased, reaching its culmination in 
Japan. I t  is of this spiritual crisis that he wrote to 
Loyola, in the very year of his death, some words 
that are strongly evangeIica1:- 

“I  can never tell in writing, how much I owe to the 
Japanese, since through their means it was that God pierced 
my mind with a clear conviction of my many many sins. Up 
to that time my thoughts ever wandered away from myself. I 
had not searched into the pit of evil lying deep within me, 
but amid the troubles and anguish of Japan, my eyes were 
opened, and the good Lord granted me to see clearly.” 

Over a confession like this, the most ardent 
’Protestant can clasp hands with the equally ardent 
missionary of Rome. In Christ divisions are not. 
All who love Him are one in Him. And surely it 
must have been from this same period in Xavier’s 
life, that dates the beautiful hymn which, bearing 
his name, finds a welcome place in our books of 
Praise :- 

U My God, I love Thee : not because 
I hope for heaven thereby, 

Nor yet because who love Thee not 
Are lost eternally. 
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‘‘ Thou, 0 my Jesus, Thou didst me 
Upon the Cross embrace ; 

For me didst bear the nails, the spear 
And manifold disgrace, .- 

“And griefs and torments numberless, 
And sweat of agony,- 

Yea death itself: and all for me, 
Who was Thine enemy. 

“Then why, 0 blessed Jesu Christ, 
Should I not love Thee well ? 

Nor of escaping hell ! 

Not seeking a reward : 
But as Thyself hast loved me, 

0 ever loving Lord I 

I ‘  So would I love Thee, dearest Lord, 
And in Thy praise will sing : 

Solely because Thou art my God, 
And my most loving King.” 

This is Francis Xavier at his best. 

Not for the sake of winning heaven 

‘‘ Not from the hope of gaining aught, 

As such let 
succeeding generations ever think of him; and so 
thinking give God thanks for the memory of his 
servant, the Apostle of the Indies, Rome’s greatest 
missionary to the East. .. 


