
CHAPTER V 
ALEIXO DE MENEZES, ARCHBISHOP O F  GOA 

0559-1605) 

IN regard to the central points of interest there is a 
striking difference between the history of Chris- 
tianity in India and its history in Europe. In the 
Western world the record is largely occupied 
with details of the struggles of Christian sects, the 
contests - sometimes to the death - of Christian 
Churches, and the contrasted teachings of Christian 
theologians. From the history of Indian Christi- 
anity, these features are notably absent. There the 
narrative deals with the advances made by many of 
the Western Churches against a common foe, and 
their services in a common cause. The vastness 
of the field, the isolation in time, as well as in geo- 
graphical distance, of many of the attacking forces 
from each other, and the acknowledged loyalty 
of all to the one Lord Jesus Christ, have tended in 
India to emphasise the inner unity of the Church, 
and to obscure or minimize those divisive tendencies 
which European history has unhappily accentuated. 
Rivalries there have no doubt been ever since 
Christians of various Churches went to the East, 
but in the general development of Indian Christianity 
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they do not bulk large, It is quite probable that as 
time passes, and the Indian Church emerges from the 
initial stage in which it even yet continues, the ex- 
periences of European Christianity will find an 
Indian parallel. But, with one notable exception, 
this has not yet happened, It is with the exception 
that this chapter deals,-the ecclesiastical struggle 
which took place at the close of the sixteenth century, 
between the Church of Rome and the Syrian Church 
of Malabar. 

I. 

Some reference has already been made to the 
origin and growth of this Syrian Church, W e  have 
seen how for a thousand years the Christians of 
Malabar had been cared for by the Nestorian Church 
of Persia, and had acknowledged as their spiritual 
head the Nestorian Patriarch of Babylon. Later 
chapters have recorded the advent in India of sons 
of the great Latin Church, men loyal to Rome and 
eager to extend her sway over the non-Christian 
peoples of the East. East and West were thus 
brought face to face; and themeeting of the two 
branches of Christ’s Church in a remote south- 
west corner ofIndia, which is in itself full of interest, 
is rendered yet more interesting by the fact that, 
until they actually met, the two Churches were 
almost ignorant of each other’s existence. Rome 
indeed had a shadowy consciousness that somewhere 
in South India Christianity had obtained a footing, 
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but of the actual Syrian Church of Malabar she knew 
almost nothing: and when Vasco da Gama and 
his Portuguese landed at Calicut it was one of their 
greatest surprises to discover in that remote corner 
an isolated but numerous and well-organised Chris- 
tian Church. The Syrians were even more ignorant 
of Rome than Rome was of them. Of the existence 
of the Western Church and its distinctive ways they 
were quite oblivious, and to them it was agreat 
surprise to find that these fair strangers from over 
the sea were Christians like themselves. 

At first, on both sides the cordiality was extreme. 
The points of agreement were numerous and ap- 
parent, and the bond of Christian brotherhood was 
with gladness mutually acknowledged. But ere 
long, as the Portuguese got better acquainted with 
their new-found brethren, it became evident that 
many of their ways were not the ways of Rome. 
To Rome this meant then, what it means still 
wherever such divergence is revealed,-that these 
ways were wrong ways; for Rome can never err. 
And it  meant further, that it was Rome’s duty to 
bring into the right path those erring Christians to 
whose land the providence of God had now led his 
Church. S o  it came about that, in addition to the 
great work of converting the heathen, Rome found 
that India supplied her with the even more press- 
ing and congenial task of bringing over a schismatic 
Church to the true faith and fold. From the first 
her Indian missionaries had recognised this work as 
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one that lay straight in their path. Xavier himself 
had emphasised it. To his credit be it said he 
did not turn aside from his own direct missionary 
labours to become a mere propagandist of Rome, 
but he urged on the home authorities the necessity 
for this being accomplished. Yet the task was not 
one that could be taken up with energy just at first, 
nor was it a work where Rome could employ her 
favourite weapon of coercion. Political considera- 
tions compelled her to walk warily, Those Syrian 
Christians, occupying as they did the hinterland 
of the coast from Calicut to Quilon, were the sub- 
jects not of Portugal but of a multiplieity of native 
Rajahs and minor rulers, whose alliance and good- 
will Portugal, for commercial and political reasons, 
could not afford to lose. Nor were the Christians a 
feeble despised body who could be easily terrorised. 
Their numbers approximated 200,000, and they oc- 
cupied a good standing in the country, ranking 
equal to the Nair caste. In many matters the local 
Rajahs had granted them virtual independence, 
holding their chief ecclesiastical authority, the bishop 
or Metran as he was called, responsible for the loy- 
alty and civil obedience of his co-religionists. Only 
in criminal matters did the secular authority in- 
tervene. Clearly the ‘‘ mailed fist ” of Rome was 
impossible here : at least it would need to be covered 
with the velvet glove. Slower and more politic 
methods were called for than Rome had frequently 
used elsewhere,-and they were supplied, with 
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more successful results than would have attended 
measures of a harsher kind. 

Prior however to detailing the methods employed, 
something must be said as to the religious beliefs and 
practices of those Syrian Christians, which in the 
eyes of Rome were such as to demand her interfer- 
ence and correction. On these matters the only 
authorities now existing are of Roman Catholic 
origin, which is a grave disadvantage, as one would 
have greatly liked to hear the Syrian presentment 
of their own case. Yet the presentment from Ro- 
man sources possesses one advantage; it cannot be 
suspected of any pro-Syrian bias. 
cance to the fact, that the account thus given is never- 
theless one that has always gained for the Syrians 
the sympathies of the Reformed Churches of Europe. 
With the moral life of the people very little fault is 
found, beyond indications that they were prone to 
occasional lapses into the superstitious practices’ 
of the surrounding heathen. But as regards the 
common moralities of daily life, the accounts supplied 
of the Syrian community compare very favourably 
with the records which the same Roman authorities 
have left of the scandalous life of the Portuguese re- 
sidents in India, Not assuredly on account of de- 
fective morality did Rome seek to win over the 
Syrians of Malabar, but solely because of what was 
held to be their defective theology and irregular 
Church practice and government. Yet many of 
these so-called (( defects ” are regarded by Protes- 
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tants as being greatly to the credit of this remote 
fragment of Christendom, and are viewed as con- 
clusive evidence that the Church concerned must 
have branched off from the main stem at a time be- 
fore Roman errors had begun to appear in the Church 
of Christ. 

Among the features which especially shocked Ro- 
man ideas were the following : The Syrians denied 
the doctrine of Transubstantiation and held a view 
of the Lord’s ,Supper similar, as the Roman Catholic 
official historian (Gouvea) complains, “ to that of the 
heretics of our time,” i.e. the Protestants. The 
spiritual presence of Christ in the Sacrament they 
thankfully acknowledged, but the Roman corruption 
of that doctrine filled them with abhorrence. A fur- 
ther offence was found in their practice of adminis- 
tering the Sacrament to the laity in both kinds, the 
CattaHar or priest dipping the bread in the chalice 
before giving to the communicant, From Mariola- 
try or the cult of the Virgin they were entirely free. 
The Worship of Images, or the use of images in 
wol-ship, they regarded as idolatry. Of Purgatory 
they had never heard. Of the Intercession of the 
Saints and of the practice of Prayer for the Dead 
they were equally ignorant. They were horrified 
at the idea of making auricular Confession a neces- 
sary preliminary to the Holy Communion. Only 
three sacraments were recognised by them, not seven 
as in the Roman Church-Baptism, the Lord’s 
Supper, and Ordination. The rite of Confirmation 
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was quite unknown. Their priests or  Cattanars 
were married, their wives or  Cattaniares taking pre- 
cedence of the other women of the community, and 
being distinguished by a cross of gold or other metal 
suspended from the neck, 

All these features were grievous errors in the eyes 
of the Roman priests, and there were numerous other 
minor defects in Church order which offended. But 
the most heinous error of all was that the Syrians 
recognised as their spiritual head not the Pope of 
Rome, but the Patriarch of Babylon. From that 
schismatic source their Church drew its spiritual 
nourishment. From that heretical dignitary their 
Bishop or  Metran, whose seat was at  AngamalC re- 
ceived his ordination and authority to rule. This was 
the crowning offence : if only it could be removed, and 
the hateful, and as Rome thought sinful, connection 
be broken off, the way to complete reform would be 
clear and the task not impossible. But this connec- 
tion with the old Persian Patriarchate was the very 
feature in the life of their Church of which the Syrians 
were most proud. They gloried in the antiquity of the 
tie, and in i ts  continuity through so many centuries, 
And, though they could not claim to be deep theolo- 
gians, yet  the conservative habit of mind, which is 
nowhere stronger than in  India, attached them just 
as firmly to the system and doctrines which had 
come down to them from their forefathers. This 
strong adherence of the people to the old faith and 
the old government, coupled with the impossibility 

' 
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of adopting harsh measures of coercion, made Rome’s 
task one of great difficulty. Yet it was accomplished : 
and though the manner in which it was done says 
little for Rome’s principles, the fact that done it was 
says much for her determined perseverance. 

11. 

In the process of assimilation and conquest there 
were three stages, each stage being marked by a 
change in policy. The First Stuge will be generally 
pronounced the most honourable of the three, and 
indeed it is the only one really entitled to be so de- 
scribed. In Rome’s judgment the Syrian errors were 
largely due to ignorance, and conscientiously enough 
it was thought that if only her own more excellent 
way could be made known to the people, they would 
readily adopt it. So to secure this, in I 545 a college 
was established by the Franciscans at Cranganore, 
for the education and training of Syrian youths for 
the priesthood, according to the manner of Rome. 
An able and devoted Franciscan, Father Vincenz, 
was placed at its head, “ a great servant of God,” who 
on the recommendation of Xavier received for his 
work some pecuniary help from the King of Portugal. 
But when the training was completed, and the first 
company of Romanised young men were sent forth 
to charm their fellow-countrymen, these refused to 
be charmed. * They declined even to listen to the 
charmers’ wooing, and shut the doors of their 
churches against them. They would have none of 
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their new-fangled ways, and least of all would they . 
have the services of the Church rendered in Latin in 
place of their own sacred language-Syriac, to which 
even though they understood it not, they and their 
fathers had listened for a thousand years. 

opportunity of their rival Order, the Jesuits. The 
Franciscans had tried to Westernise as well as 
Romanise, hence their failure. Besides discarding 
the use of Syriac they had enforced on the young 
priests’ the Roman dress. At their college at Vai- 
picotta, three miles distant from Cranganore, which 
they built in 1587, the Jesuits avoided both mistakes. 
The Syriac language was taught and retained for 
the services of the Church, and when the young 
men were ordained they were sent out to work 
among their countrymen, garbed in the national 
dress of the Cattufttars, as the Syrian clergy were 
termed. But the result was rather more disap- 
pointing than before. Not only did the churches 
remain closed against their protCgees, but these 
protegees themselves argued with their teachers in 
favour of the Syrian usage, and persisted in pray- 
ing publicly for the Patriarch of Babylon, who was 
to Rome anathema! It was a double failure, and 
very reluctantly this legitimate method of gaining 
the people by convincing them, after a fair trial of 
thirty years, had to be abandoned. 

The Secoezd Stage was as dishonourable as the 
first was honourable,-at least according to modern 

With the failure of the Franciscans came the . 
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Christian standards. Yet there can be no question 
of the originality of the method now adopted, for 
it consisted in kidnapping the Syrian Bishop or 
Metran! He was the living link between the peo- 
ple and Babylon, the visible reminder to the whole 
Church of its allegiance to that seat of schism, the 
fostering influence of its heretical doctrines in the 
minds and teaching of the Cattanars. Let him be 
removed, and it was thought people, Church and 
Cattanars would prove more amenable to reason. 
Best of all would it be if the Metran himself, once 
kidnapped and suitably dealt with, could be con- 
verted to Roman principles and ways, and then sent 
back to his people to conduct them into the fold. 
It was a bold, unscrupulous plan, and it received a 
prolonged trial. Not one Metran alone, but several 
in succession were thus dealt with, and the only 
mitigation of the pity, which we instinctively give 
to men so shamefully treated, comes from acquaint- 
ance with their unworthy bearing when under trial. 

Mar Joseph (“Mar,” Syriac for (‘ Lord,” being the 
honourable title prefixed to the name of all Metrans) 
was the first on whom the method was tried, and 
as he had shown himself to be friendly to the 
Roman priests at Cochin the auspices were not un- 
favourable. In 1556, on the ground of having 
cautioned some Portuguese youths in his employ- 
ment against calling the Virgin Mary the ( (  Mother 
of God,” seeing she was only the “Mother of 
Christ,” he was arrested at Cochin, where the 



v. 1 ALEIXO DE MENEZES I35 

presence of Portuguese troops made such lawless 
action possible, and was conveyed to Goa for trial. 
Thence he was promptly dispatched to Portugal, 
with the request that the authorities there would 
send him on to Rome, to be dealt with by the Pope. 
But Mar Joseph proved so open to persuasion that 
he did not require to journey farther than Portugal. 
There he speedily found favour with the Queen 
Regent and others high in power, confessed his 
errors, and pledged himself to reform his Church, 
and bring it under the beneficent rule of Rome. 
With this promise, he was permitted to return to 
India, and, sorely against the wishes of the author- 
ities at  Goa, to resume his ofice in Malabar. They 
mistrusted his facile repentance, and with gobd 
reason, for hardly was his foot upon his native 
heath, and he himself beyond the jurisdiction of 
Portugal, than he did as aforetime and bade Rome 
defiance. But again, in I 567, he was craftily seized 
and this time was conveyed to Rome, under a 
charge of heresy: there he died-how, no man 
know e th , 

A like policy was followed with Mar Abraham, a 
prelate who had been sent from Babylon to take 
the place of Mar Joseph on the latter's first deporta- 
tion. On Mar Joseph's return to his diocese there 
was friction and rivalry for a time between the two 
Metrans, and the returned semi-Roman did not 
scruple, for his own ends, to denounce his rival to 
the Archbishop a t  Goa, for intrusion and grave 
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heresy. The consequence was the apprehension 
of Mar Abraham, in December, 1557, and his sub- 
sequent deportation to Rome. At Mozambique, on 
the voyage to Europe, the captive Metran escaped, 
and made his way to MOSUI, then the seat of the 
Patriarch of Babylon. From him he received fresh 
credentials to his See, as the unquestionable Metran 
of Angamalk, and then proceeded to take a step 
which argues either total ignorance of the ways of 
Rome or a personal lack of any conviction in things 
ecclesiastical. On his own initiative he proceeded 
to Rome-there to request and secure the Pope’s 
sanction to his return to his Malabar bishopric. 
And the sanction was given-at a price. Mar 
Abraham accepted the whole of Rome’s theology, 
anathematised his ancient creed, renounced allegi- 
ance to the Patriarch of Babylon, submitted to re- 
ordination, and departed for Malabar as Bishop of 
Angamak, pledged to bring his people under the 
Papal sway. But once safely there, he too did as 
aforetime, and proclaimed himself a Syrian of the 
Syrians, teaching the doctrines he had at Rome 
forsworn, and leading the prayers of his people 
for the Patriarch of Babylon whom at Rome he 
had disowned. Clearly no headway could be made 
with Metrans of this flexible type, men who at 
Rome did as the Romans, but who, once secure in 
the mountains of Malabar, retracted every promise 
they had made. Mar Abraham was particularly 
elusive in the keeping of his promises. In 1579, 
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under a pledge of safe conduct, he attended a council 
at Goa and there anew abjured Babylon and ac- 
cepted Rome. Yet on his safe return to his diocese 
he wrote to the Patriarch at Mosul explaining how 
fear of the Portuguese had constrained him to visit 
Goa, but that when there he had witnessed bravely 
for the creed of the Chaldaan Church. That this 
was really where his sympathies lay, he proved by 
requesting some years later that the Patriarch 
would send him an assistant-Bishop, who would 
ultimately succeed him in the See. Mar Simeon 
was the Bishop sent, and his arrival proved once 
again Rome’s opportunity. The Metrans, old and 
young, developed into rivals, and at the instigation 
of the older man, in 1586, his younger rival was 
induced by stratagem to embark on a Portuguese 
ship which carried him to Lisbon. From thence he 
was taken to Rome, was tried by Pope Sixtus V., 
endured the humiliation of having his orders 
denied, and was compelled to anathematise his 
former errors. In 1594 a prison in Portugal re- 
ceived him, where he was placed under charge of 
the Archbishop-elect of Goa, Dom Aleixo de 
Menezes, and ultimately the unfortunate Metran is 
supposed to have died in Lisbon at the hands of the 
Inquisition. 

The absence from Malabar of Mar Sirneon freed 
Mar Abraham from the necessity of further court- 
ing the favour of the Roman authorities at Goa, and 
a final reversion to the Church of his early days, 



138 THE APOSTLES OF INDIA [CHAP. 

and without doubt the Church of the old Metran’s 
heart, took place. It was in vain that in 1590 the 
Goa authorities sought to secure his attendance at 
a Provincial Council held there. Using a native 
proverb, like our own “Once bit, twice shy,” he 
politely declined the invitation, saying, (‘ The cat 
that has once been bitten by a snake, is frightened 
by a cord”. Seven years later, in January, 1597, 
the end came to this life of many turnings, and the 
Metran died with his face firmly set toward Babylon. 
Two Jesuits from Vaipicotta, on hearing of his 
condition hastened to offer him the last rites of the 
Church, but he declined them, and closed his earthly 
career a Syrian of the Syrians. In his own church 
at Angamale, built by himself and dedicated to Abbe 
Hormisdas, a famous Nestorian, he was laid to rest- 
the last Metran of the undivided Syrian Church of 
Malabar. With his death came Rome’s greatest 
opportunity, and the opening of the Third Stage in 
the conquest of this ancient Church ; and with the 
hour there came also the man, Dorn Aleixo de 
Menezes, Archbishop of Goa. 

111. 
De Menezes at this time was a man of thirty- 

eight years of age, in the very prime of life and 
devoted to the interests of his Church. A brilliant 
career as a scholar and preacher at Lisbon had led 
to his appointment as Court preacher at Madrid 
under Philip II., and this in 1595 was followed by 
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his selection for the important post of Archbishop 
of Goa. Tidings of Mar Abraham’s apostasy had 
reached Rome long ere this, and the special task as- 
signed by the Pope to the new Archbishop was the 
subjugation of this persistently schismatic Church 
of Malabar. A papal brief, dated 27th January, 
1595, authorised him to inquire into the errors of 
Mar Abraham, to arrest him if found guilty, to 
appoint one of the Roman communion to the See of 
Angamale thus vacated,-and, in the event of Mar 
Abraham’s death, to take every precaution to pre- 
vent any Bishop from Babylon setting foot on the 
shore of Malabar. Eager to carry out the papal in- 
structions the crusading Archbishop landed at Goa, 
but Mar Abraham he found to be beyond his reach. 
At Angamale the old Metran lived in security, 
for there neither papal brief nor Portuguese writ 
had any currency. So for two years Menezes had 
to bide his time, and only with Mar Abraham’s 
death did his active crusade begin. It was known 
at Goa that in anticipation of the old Metran’s death 
3 request had already gone to the Patriarch of 
Babylon that he should consecrate a Bishop a n d .  
send him to Malabar. So prompt measures were 
taken to render this request futile. Portuguese 
ships controlled the sea, and stringent orders 
were issued to all commanders to watch care- 
fully the various ports whence the expected 
Bishop might sail, as well as those at which he 
might be likely to arrive. The blockade was 
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effectual. More than one Bishop-designate tried to 
run it, but in succession they were captured and 
sent back to their own land. The See of AngamalC 
remained vacant, and Menezes was free to try 
conclusions with the inteerim head of the Syrians, 
Archdeacon George. 

It was to 
send to the Archdeacon a letter-patent appointing 
him interim ruler of. the diocese, but on condition 
that he signed an accompanying profession of the 
Roman faith. This amazingly cool assumption of 
authority over a Church that was independent of 
his rule was too cool for the Syrians, and the whole 
country of the Serra (the mountainous part of 
Malabar, where the Syrians chiefly lived) was 
thrown into a blaze. The Archdeacon indignantly 
declined to give any countenance either to the docu- 
ment or to its Roman author. ‘ I  I am sure,” he said, 
“ that  the Koman Church has no more to do with 
the Apostolic Church of St, Thomas, than that 
Apostle had to do with the Church of Rome.” Tu 

’ AngamalC a Synod of the Cattanars and leading 
. laymen of the Church was summoned, and with one 

voice they supported the Archdeacon, taking solemn 
oath that they would stand by their ancient faith 
and practice, and would have no Bishop save one 
appointed by the Patriarch of Babylon. Nothing 
could have been more promising for the defence of 
the liberties of the Syrian Church, I t  was in  truth 
a “signing of the Covenant ” that, in intention, is 

His first step was extremely politic. 
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comparable to the more famous Covenant signed 
forty years later at  Greyfriars in Edinburgh, in 
defence of another Church whose national liberties 
were similarly threatened. Alas, that in the keeping 
of their Covenant the men of the East showed so 
little of the tenacity of those of the West, 

When Menezes learned of the commotion he was 
troubled but not dismayed, and calmly decided to 
visit in person the scene of the revolt. It was the 
resolution of a fearless man, taken in spite of much 
contrary advice from those who knew the country 
and the danger incurred in going unprotected among 
an excited people, and that Menezes persisted throws 
a strong light on his force of character. It explains, 
too, much of the remarkable success which accom- 
panied his memorable and epoch-making visit. 

Leaving Goa in January, 1599, the Archbishop 
proceeded to Cochin, where he was met in conference 
by Archdeacon George, who had come down from 
the mountains attended by a guard of 3000 armed 
men. All through the troubled months that followed, 
Archdeacon George claims our pity, though often 
not our sympathy. His was indeed a pitiful case. 
The responsible leader of a community that was 
still without a regular official head, the chief repre- 
sentative of a Church whose Metrans had again and 
again, under compulsion, denied its principles, and 
with each denial had weakened its independence 
and lessened its self-respect, he was called to face 
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the ever-advancing power and claims of Rome, and 
to deal directly with one of the ablest ecclesiastics 
ever sent by Rome to India. Timidity, vacillation 
and apprehensive dread marked the Archdeacon’s 
actions from the first: the very size of the body- 
guard, with which he felt it necessary to surround 
himself when meeting Menezes, revealing his inner 
fear of coming issues. For Menezes the armed 
three thousand had no terrors, and before the two 
men separated, Rome had won the first battle : for 
the Archdeacon had been induced to sign a docu- 
ment which excommunicated the Patriarch of Baby- 
Ion, forbade the mention of his name in the prayers 
of the Church, and asserted that the sole right to 
the title Universal Pastor ” belonged .to the Ro- 
man Pontiff. At the last moment the Archdeacon 
hesitated, but a stern word from Menezes decided 
him ; ‘‘ Sign it, Father, for it is full time to lay the 
axe at the root of the tree ”. Bewildered and over- 
come by the stronger nature, he signed. When his 
followers learned what their leader had done they 
were greatly enraged, but quietened down when he 
made the sorry excuse that there was a time for 
everything, and this was a time for dissimulation, 
adding that he had yielded so as to preserve peace 
until the expected Bishop from Babylon should 
arrive, 

The excuse was as dishonourable as was the 
surrender it sought to cover, and when we learn 
that soon after a further agreement was come 
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to between the Archbishop and the Archdeacon, 
that a Synod should be held at an early date, 
thoroughly representative of the Syrian Church, to 
determine concerning matters of Faith and Order, 
we know beforehand what the determination is 
likely to be. But Menezes left nothing to chance ; no- 
where indeed are the ability and the unscrupulous- 
ness of this ecclesiastic more clearly shown than in 
his prearrangements for this momentous Synod. 
Some months had to elapse before the Synod could 
assemble, and according to the agreement come to 
between him ancl the Archdeacon, he was free dur- 
ing the interval to visit any of the churches in the 
diocese and to preach in them, but not to con$Yun OY 

to ordain. The permission was freely utilised, the 
prohibition as freely disregarded, and throughout 
these precious months of opportunity the Archbis- 
hop became a keen and indefatigable proselytiser. 
Up and down the country he went, preaching in 
the Syrian churches and conciliating the Cattanars 
and people by every means be could devise, stoop- 
ing even at times to bribery. Wherever a few 
young people could be gathered together and were 
willing to accept Confirmation, he administered 
that rite, utterly alien as it was to the Syrian 
Church. More calculating .still was his holding 
three Ordination services, and ordaining some 
ninety young Cattanars. This was a flagrant 
breach. of his solemn promise, but it secured 
a majority of Cattanars a t  the coming Synod, 
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pledged to support the Archbishop who had ordained 
them. From his residence at AngamalEt the Arch- 
deacon noted these ominous doings with dismay, 
and with every fresh instance of Syrian defection, 
his misgivings as to his own future grew more 
grave. Submission to the masterful Archbishop 
or deportation to Rome seemed the only two 
alternatives that remained open to him, and at last 
the much-tried, sorely-harassed Syrian decided that 
he must yield, I t  was the moment for which 
Menezes had been waiting, and he pressed his 
victory remorselessly home. Ten Articles were 
submitted to Archdeacon George for his signature 
and solemn oath of acceptance within twenty days. 
The Articles are of importance, for they indicate the 
main points on which Menezes thought it right to 
coerce this ancient Church. They may be thus 
summarised :- 

I. Abjuration of the errors of Nestorius, Dio- 
dorus and Theodorus. 

2. A declaration that there is no separate Doctrine 
of St. Thomas and Doctrine of St. Peter, but 
only the one Gospel of Christ. 

j. Acceptance of the Confession of Faith which 
the-Archbishop had sent from Goa, after the 
death of Mar Abraham. 

4. All Syrian books in the diocese, the property 
of himself and previous Metrans, to be de- 
livered up, for correction of errors : or, where 
deemed right, for burning. 
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5. Acknowledgment of the Pope as the head of 
the whole Church of Christ. 

6. The Patriarch of Babylon to be anathematised, 
and all intercourse*with him by letter or 
otherwise to cease. 

7. No Bishop to be admitted into the diocese save 
one sent by the Pope, and recognised by the 
Archbishop of Goa. 

8. Recognition of the Archbishop of Goa as his 
ecclesiastical superior. 

9. Letters to be circulated throughout the diocese 
calling a Synod in order to treat upon 
matters of the faith,-the Synod to be attended 
by all Cattanars, and by chosen lay repre- 
sentatives from every congregation, and the 
decrees of the Synod to be binding on the 
Archdeacon. 

10. That the Archdeacon, without any armed 
body-guard, should accompany the Arch- 
bishop on a tour through the Diocese. 

I t  was a bitter cup of humiliation, but the un- 
happy Archdeacon drank it to the dregs. At the 
lodgings of the Archbishop at Vaipicotta his personal 
surrender of everything he held dear took place. 
There, kneeling before a Crucifix, he placed his 
hand on the Sacred Missal and swore to the ten 
Articles and made the required profession of his 
faith. 

With the submission of the Syrian leader the 
final step preparatory to the great gathering was 

I 0  
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accomplished, and at  Diatnper or Udiam$erur, a few 
miles south-east of Cochin, on 20th June, 1599, the 
Synod met which was to mark the supreme tragedy 
of the ancient Church’s story, Both Archdeacon and 
Archbishop had issued circulars convening the Synod. 
The. circular of the Archdeacon has unfortunately 
not survived, but that of the Archbishop has been 
carefully preserved. It is a valuable document, for 
it gives from Menezes himself a clear statement of 
the reasons by which Rome justified her previous 
course, and the aims with which she was imbued.l 

IV. 
The Synod of Diamper was composed of S I 3  

members, of whom 1 3 3  were priests or Cattanars, 20 
were deacons, and 660 were laymen, the chosen 
procurators of the people. It was a thoroughly ‘re- 
presentative gathering. Let every allowance be 
made for the presence of the special protCgCes of 
Menezes, yet the total number present was far too 
great for the Synod to be described as a mere 
Roman clique. . It  was fairly representative of the 
Church which for a millennium had maintained 
its independence. Yet so careful and complete 
had been Menezes’ preparations, that when he 
submitted a series of decrees which amountedto 
a condemnation of all that was distinctive in that 
Church’s past, these decrees were unanimously . 
adopted by the assembled Synod. 

See Appendix 111. 
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Prior to the opening of the Synod the Archbishop 
had made things very sure. Coming to Diamper 
eleven days before, and bringing with him the care- 
fully prepared decrees, he had called together a 
select committee of eight popular Cattanars, four lay 
procurators, and six of his own Jesuit entourage, 
and had submitted to them the decrees he proposed. 
They were voluminous, able and exhaustive, filling. 
in the large quarto edition, subsequently issued, 220 

pages. Point by point at this private conference 
every decree was gone over, Menezes accepting 
minor alterations in matters pertaining to local 
usages, but standing adamant against any alteration 
in points of doctrine or Church order : and when the 
proposals came ultimately before the Synod they 
had behind them the approval of this presumably re- 
presentative committee. Professedly the Synod met 
to discuss the decrees and frame them finally accord- 
ing to its united judgment : in reality it met to give 
official ratification to what had been already decided. 

The meetings of the Synod lasted for eight 
crowded days, but the decisive sessions were those 
of the first and second days. On the first day it 
was agreed that no member of the Synod should be 
allowed to leave Diamper until all the meetings had 
concluded, and that no private conferences or sec- 
tional meetings should take place under pain of ex- 
communication. The dangers of a cave or of a 
secession were thus precluded. But it was the second 
day that brought the only episode which at all ap- 
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proa.ched a crisis. Robed in full pontificals, as the 
Legate of the Pope, the Archbishop first divested 
himself of his mitre and placed it upon the altar. 
Then, says the official record of the Synod,l (' ltneel- 

' ing before the altar and having laid his hands upon 
a cross that was upon a book of the Gospels, he did 
in his own name, as the present Prelate and Metro- 
politan of the diocese, and in the name of all the 
Christians belonging to the same, and every person 
thereof, secular and ecclesiastic, make profession and 
oath of the faith following,. which was immediately 
declared to all who were present ". The faith thus 
professed was that authorised by the Council of 
Trent, but with some important additions directed 
against the heretical doctrines and practices which 
had hitherto characterised the Syrian Church of 
Mala bar, 

In silence the Synod listened, as clause after clause 
either acknowledged a doctrine they had not owned, 
or anathematised a practice to which they had been 
for centuries devoted : and when at last the recital 
ceased, a confused but unmistakable murmur of pro- 
test was raised. They needed no new confession of 
faith they declared. T o  adopt such would cast a . 
shameful slur onlltheir previous Christian beliefs 
and practices. The point of danger had been 

Nz'sfory of the journeys of Menezes in MaZaabar, by Antonio 
Gouvea, an Augustinian Friar in Goa in the time of Menezes,-by 
whom the record must have been approved. I t  is the source of all 
later accounts. 
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reached, but Menezes was ready for it, No disown- 
ing, he declared to them, of their former Christian 
heritage was implied, but rather a reaffirming of it 
and a great enha'ncing. New circumstances ever 
and again called for a fresh declaration of the loyalty 
of Christian people to the ancient faith. Therefore 
did he, the Archbishop himself, gladly make this new 
profession,-therefore did their own Archdeacon do 
the same. And the cowed and broken Syrian leader 
did accordingly ; he took the oath and was followed 
by the great majority of the Synod. Not however 
by all. One Cattanar of considerable social stand- 
ing and some seventy of the members of the Synod 
moved towards the porch, and made angry protests. 
Their object was to break up the gathering before 
the Synod was definitely pledged, but on Menezes 
asking the cause of their complaint, they only de- 
manded that if they submitted to the Pope and to 
the Portuguese Bishops, the Icing of Portugal would 
take them under his protection, and relieve them of 
certain dues hitherto exacted from them by the local 
Rajahs. T o  this request Menezes at  once acceded 
and did so with picturesque and impressive accom- 
paniment, Turning to Don Antonio, the Governor 
of Cochin, who was present at  the Synod, he com- 
mended the Christians to his care and his protec- 
tion, and the Governor made suitable response. 
Kneeling before the Archbishop he accepted the 
trust, and in the name of his Royal Master under- 
took the duty. The incipient rebellion was quelled. 
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Then, ever careful, the victorious ecclesiastic has- 
tened to assure the native Rajah of Cochin that 
the Portuguese protection now promised extended 
only to ecclesiastical affairs, and 'did not trench in 
the slightest on the rights of the Rajah, as the law- 
ful monarch of his Christian subjects. 

With the surmounting of the crisis all hindrance 
ceased, and by the end of the eighth day the last of 
the voluminous decrees had been passed, and the 
Syrian Church of Malabar had become Syrian only 
in name. In all essentials of belief and practice it 
had taken on the garb of Rome, the only remaining 
link with the past being the continued use of the 
Syraic language in the services of the Church.l 

From the point of view of Reformed Christendom 
the change thus effected was a lamentable falling 
away from that fuller truth and purer practice 
which, with admitted defects, the old Syrian Church 
had so wonderfully preserved. Never probably 
has a change of front so extreme been so quickly 
adopted by any other Church, and one cannot 
believe that the average member of the Synod 
realised at the time the enormity of the change he 
was approving. Only slowly when the words be- 
came translated into practices would their full 
meaning strike home. For the three sacraments 
hitherto known to them, the Syrians were now 
supplied with seven. In Baptism and in the cele- 

Fbr Decrees in full, see Hortgh, vol. ii,, Appendix, 

' 
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bration of the Holy Comm’union the old words 
were discarded, and new forms of administration 
were introduced. Communion only in one kind 
was made imperative. Confirmation, hitherto un- 
known, was insisted. on ; and most hateful of all, 
prior to partaking of the HoIy Sacrament the 
Confessional had to be entered. Worship of the 
Virgin, Prayer to the Saints, the use of Pictures 
and Images in the ordinary worship-all these 
accompaniments of Divine Service, previously not 
only unknown in the Syrian Church but when first 
seen abhorred, were now freely introduced. Upon 
the clergy Rome’s fixed policy of celibacy was 
remorselessly imposed. Wives of Cattanars, who 
formerly were first among the women of the com- 
munity, were now by decree of the Synod thrust 
aside as unclean things, and should a Cattanar refuse 
to impose this dishonour on his wife he was him- 
self to be suspended from his office. But bitter 
though the working of this enactment was felt to 
be at the time, the most serious decree of all, in the 
eyes of many in later days, was that which practic- 
ally annihilated the whole of the distinctive literature 
of this ancient Church. The Scriptures in current 
use were the Peschito version, with some interesting 
variations peculiar to the Nestorian Churches. 
Wherever there was variance from the Latin Vul- 
gate the needed correction was now made. Syrian 
Breviaries and the Book of Common Prayer were 
purged from- many heresies, one such specially 

. 

a 
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noted being that “in the most Holy Sacrament of 
the Eucharist there is not the true body of Christ”. 
All Syriac books were ordered to be given up by 
their possessors, to be dealt with by the official 
censor appointed by the prelate, to be by him 
corrected or destroyed, I t  was under this decree 
that the literary holocaust took place which, as the 
Syrian Christians of to-day believe, gave to the 
flames every record of their Church’s past, from 
which it might have been possible to recover its 
history with’ much welcome detail. But that past 
was, to Menezes, far better forgotten, and his 
measures to secure oblivion proved only too effective. 
“The  day of vandalism” is the description applied 
by Germann, the historian of The Church of the 
Thomas Christians, to the day when the destroying 
decree was passed, and the language is justified. 
Vandalism it was, fit to be pilloried alongside the 
act of Omar the Mohammedan vandal who gave to 
the flames the noble library of Alexandria-and 
without the vandal’s excuse. 

Yet some good points there were in the decrees 
which deserve to be noted, if only for the sake of 
slightly lessening the dark shadow flung on the 
Syrian Church by the Diamper Synod. Long con- 
tact with the life and ways of the surrounding 
heathenism had tainted the Syrian Christian life 
with divers superstitious practices. These were 
now forbidden. Timely baptism of infants was 
insisted upon, and the practice of delaying baptism, 
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sometimes for years, which was not uncommon, 
was severely censured. Provision was made for the 
due instruction of converts from heathenism, and 
the long-omitted duty of the Church in this matter 
was given some prominence. The Syrian Church 
had never been a missionary Church : indeed regard 
for its own social position had made it anti-mission- 
ary so far as concerned the mass of non-caste natives 
around. By their admission it was considered that 
the Church would be contaminated, and the old 
members would themselves lose caste : so conversion 
was not encouraged. Rome rightly changed this 
by declaring missions a duty : though she temporised 
here as elsewhere by providing separate churches 
and separate Cattanars for the non-caste converts 
when they came. And of advantage too was the 
change, enacted by the Synod, by which the diocese 
was divided into definite parishes and one Cattanar 
was appointed to the charge of each. That order- 
liness, organisation, and uniformity throughout the 
Church were enhanced by the decrees of the Synod 
is undoubted, but that the losses were far in excess 
of these mostly minor gains is no less certain. 

The Synod closed, it is recorded, with the singing 
of the Te Dezrm. Verily, it must have been with 
sad hearts and breaking voices that many of those 
present took part ; but there can have been no break 
in the voice of Archbishop Menezes, for he celebrated 
that day the greatest victory his Church has ever 
won in India. 
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V. 

The Synod of Diarnper’ was indeed Archbishop 
Menezes’ (‘ crowning mercy,” yet he took no risks 
as to the sequel. Careful preparation had secured 
the success of the Synod’s proceedings, and now 
equal precautions were taken to make certain the 
expected fruitage. None knew better than Menezes 
how possible it was for a reactionary movement to 
sweep over the Church he had annexed ; and with 
a view to preventing any such uprising, no sooner 
had the Synod concluded than he entered on a tour 
of visitation through Rome’s new territory. Centre 
after centre was visited and t3e path smoothed fer 
the practical carrying .out of the reforms decreed 
at Diamper. Here again the genius of the organiser 
was given full play, and for the most part his pro- 

, gress through the diocese resembled a triumphal 
procession. In full ecclesiastical robes he ap- 
proached the various Christian villages, where he 
was received by young and old with the singing of 
prepared hymns of welcome, and the reverent kissing 
of the archiepiscopal hand, an act of homage 
which drew down the archiepiscopal blessing. 
Occasional opposition was firmly but temperately 
dealt with, difficulties were smoothed over, and a 
reputation for courtesy and generosity was carefully 
fostered. At one village, Callurcada, the tradition 
goes that cakes were distributed to the thronging 
children, and that hidden in each cake was found B 
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golden coin. Sure supporters of the Roman Arch- 
bishop would these children be. Everywhere Syrian 
usages were discarded and Roman ways adopted. 
The cult of the Blessed Virgin was sedulously . 
fostered, images were given an honoured place in the 
churches, the Communion Feast became a Mass, com- 
munion tables of wood were replaced at the Arch- 
bishop’s expense by stone altars, and with amazing 
completeness and acquiescence old things passed 
away and new things came in their stead. That 
an undercurrent of dissatisfaction prevailed in many 
quarters can hardly be doubted, yet only once did it 
seriously disturb the reforming Archbishop. This 
was at  Pallur, the farthest north of all the Syrian 
centres, within the territory of the Zamorin of 
Calicut. There the Archbishop found a religious 
play being performed, greatly to the delight of the 
Christian population. In the drama three leading 
characters were represented. as taking part, St. 
Thomas, St. Peter, and St. Syriac, who was the 
patron-saint of the local church ; and, according to 
the account given of the matter by Gouvea (the 
official historian of the Diamper Synod), the topic 
of conversation was none other than the doings 
of the Roman Archbishop. St. Thomas reproaches 
St. Peter for the reprehensible acts of his client. 
“Your law,” says St. Thomas, “was  preached at 
Rome and in Italy. Your proceedings are there- 
fore most unreasonable. You have brought into 
this country an Archbishop, a very enterprising 
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man, who by sheer violence has maintained the 
cause of the Portuguese, and introduced your law 
among a people who owe you no allegiance. Your 
successors, the Bishops of Rome, can have no 
authority whatever in the country, which is mine 
of old, made so through my preaching. W e  are 
both Apostles of Jesus Christ : our power is there- 
fore so equal that you have no more jurisdic- 
tion over my Christians than I have over yours.” 
St. Peter’s reply is feeble. His law, he maintains, 
is for all the earth : and though that of St. Thomas 
is good, his is better. To  end the dispute St. 
Syriac is called in, and without hesitation .decides 
in favour of St. Thomas, ‘( Because,” said he, “ the 
Christians of India do not depend on St. Peter, but 
on their true pastor the Patriarch of Babylon. The 
Portuguese Archbishop, who declares to the contrary, 
is a heretic, against whom it is necessary that the 
Indian Christians should be on their guard. They 
ought not to surrender their faith to him : and the 
oaths that he extorted at  Diamper are manifestly 
null and void.” 

As may be supposed this ebullition of popular feel- 
ing found no favour with Menezes, and he promptly 
suppressed it, declaring the three performers to be 
possessed by the devil. Still the mere record of its 
happening is interesting, and suggests that the 
slumbering discontent may well have been greater 
than the Roman accounts of the period would lead us 
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to suppose. A Syrian record of the Synod and its 
0 sequel is greatly to be desired. Yet the outward 

results are undeniable. By persuasion, cajolery, 
browbeating, and other arts, the chains of Rome 
were riveted on the Syrian Church, and for the 
time those who wore the chains proclaimed them 
to be flowery garlands. When, in November 1599, 
Menezes embarked for Goa he was accompanied to 
the vessel by the Archdeacon and two Cattanars, 
while on the shore a multitude of Christians be- 
wailed aloud the departure of one whom they de- 
scribed as their Father ! their Teacher ! their Metran ! 
Their last request was that he should exchange his 
Archbishopric at Goa for that of AngamalC, and 
Menezes courteously assured them be would bring 
their request to the notice of the Roman Pontiff 
with whom the decision lay. Whether he had really 
any intention or desire to accede to’ their wishes 
is extremely doubtful, but that, on his, departure 
from the country of the conquered Church, such a 
desire should be expressed by the people he had 
conquered was indisputable evidence of the great- 
ness of his victory. He had been absent from Goa 
only ten and a half months, and in that brief period 
he had mastered the Church that had stood proudly 
independent for a thousand years, and had brought 
it a willing captive to the feet of Rome. 

It was a remarkable achievement, and one would 
fain obtain some more intimate knowledge of the 
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strong man who wrought it, than is procurable 
from the official account of his campaign. The per- 
sonal and human note is there too faintly expressed, 
and we long in vain for such self-revealings of 
Menezes, as are supplied in the case of Xavier by his 
frank and plentiful correspondence. Some slight 
approach to a revealing of the kind occurs in a manu- 
script volume in the British Museum, dated 1604, 
containing letters written by Jesuit missionaries on 
the Malabar Coast. One of the letters there pre- 
served is from a Father Pimenta to the General of 
the Society of Jesus, which gives an interesting 
estimate of what the writer considers the magni- 
ficent work of Archbishop Menezes. As the follow- 
ing extract she-ws, political considerations were not 

' absent in the campaign for the subjection of the 
Syrians to Rome, but most valuable of all Father 
Pimenta's contribution is a letter to himself from the 
Archbishop. This supplies a direct touch, of an 
unstudied kind, with the famous ecclesiastic, such as 
is seldom obtainable. Says Pimenta :- 

" How important was the step (i.e. the Romanising of the 
Syrian Church) and how greatly in the future it was to promote 
the interests of the Portuguese Crown none can gainsay who is 
aware of the effect of binding this race, which from the days of 
St. Thomas had alone in India held the faith, and could place 
in array thirty thousand armed men to the cause of Portugal, 
and of bringing them under the obedience of the Roman See. 
What greatly helped in effecting this, were the zeal displayed 
and the exemplary life of this Prelate (Archbishop Menezes). 
He in the space of nine months did more, as our (Jesuit) 
Fathers attest, to promote the spiritual welfare of these people 
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than had been done from the Apostle’s time to our days by 
those who have occupied that See. How well disposed this 
Prelate is towards ours, who labour in that section of the Lord’s 
vineyard, is shown by what he writes in the following letter 
which he addressed to me :- 

U ‘The visitation through the Serra has often left me ex- 
hausted : but I keep in mind what the Holy Ghost has said, Et 
Benejatientes erunt zlt annuntient (Ps. xci. 15- I 6). In  what state 
I was able to leave the affairs of these (Syrian) Christians, the 
(Jesuit) Fathers must have written you, so I say nothing. One 
thing I will say to your Reverence-had I spent the winter 
here in Goa, those churches would have been lost : nor would 
I have saved my conscience, at a time when the flock was mine, 
and was sadly in need of pastoral care and Catholic teaching, 
had I abandoned it and had I not rather fed it with healthful 
doctrine, as I did, and do, with the Fathers of the Society to 
accompany me. I beg and entreat your Reverence to realise 
how acceptable to me is the almost unbearable burden they 
sustain in cultivating and expanding, the vineyard. The love, 
the charity, with which they endure all things for God’s sake, 
has bound me by no slight ties to them, for without them I 
would have done nothing. Supported by them frequently I 
learned to throw off the clouds of troubles and anxieties, which 
weighed upon me, at times tepid and imperfect. May the Lord 
reward them in Heaven, and may your Reverence bestow upon 
them a copious blessing. The Residence of the Fathers at 
Angamalk has been opened with the approval of all. Let not 
your Reverence have any doubt, The entire salvation of these 
Christians depends upon the Residences in the Serra.’ ” 

He was no Xavier this Archbishop, but according 
to his lights a most zealous, faithful and able apostle 
of Rome. 

With the subjugation of the Syrian Church 
Menezes’ main work in India was accomplished. Goa 
claimed him a little longer as Viceroy of the 

1 Mackenzie, Chyistianity i?z Tmvancore, p. 70. 

. 
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East, and in the double capacity of Archbishop and 
Viceroy he had the satisfaction, in 1601, of seeing his 
faithful Jesuit helper, Francisco Roz, installed as 
Bishop of Angamal6. Alittle later, in 1605, the higher 
rank of Archbishop of Cranganore was conferred on 
the same capable prelate, and the old bishopric of 
Angamale vanished from history’s page. Soon after- 
wards Menezes returned to Europe, where as be- 
fitted the hero of so great a victory further honours 
awaited him. Under Philip 111. of Spain he was 
nominated Viceroy of Portugal, subsequently being 
made President of the Portuguese Council of State 
at the Court in Madrid. This was the climax in a 
great career, for after its attainment there ensued, it 
is recorded, a rapid fall, disgrace, and death. But 
neither by his achievements nor by his failures in 
Europe is Menezes remembered. He lives in history 
as the man who, in India, brought under the heel of 
Rome theSyrian Church of Malabar. 

VI. 
I t  is not easy to account satisfactorily either for 

Menezes’ marvellous success in dealing with the 
Syrians or for their utter collapse. One would gladly 
learn of any extenuating circumstances, which might 
lessen the ignominy of their abject surrender, and 
there are at least two considerations of this kind 
which in fairness to the Syrians deserve to be remem- 
bered. One springs from the relations of the native 
rulers to the Portuguese Power. Of these rulers the 

. 
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Rajah of Cochin was perhaps the most important, and 
during the, earlier years of the ecclesiastical struggle 
he quietly encouraged his Christian subjects to hold 
out against Rome’s approaches. Of the rights and 
wrongs of the controversy he knew nothing and 
cared less, but he keenly realised that if these 
Christian subjects of his once came under Rome, they 
would necessarily be drawn into close relations with 
the Portuguese, and in any emergency would not 
then be so reliable defenders of his kingdom as they 
would be if they remained an independent Church. 
So he secretly encouraged them in resisting, and 
threw obstacles in the way of Menezes’ agents. But 
Menezes knew his man. A bribe of zo,ooo golden 
ducats or jC;g500, coupled with a warning hint of 
Portuguese chastisement, made the Rajah desist from 
interfering and give the Archbishop a free hand. 
Undeniably this abandonment of their cause by their 
civil ruler weakened the spirit of resistance on the 
part of the Syrians. Yet, one asks, why should it 
have done so ? Had they stiffened themselves and 
held out, Menezes could have done no hurt either to 
their bodies or to their estate, for it is extremely im- 
probable that the Rajah, though bribed to passive 
neutrality, would ever have consented to coerce his 
subjects to a course which linked them closer with 
the now dreaded Power of Portugal. Still the mere 
fact that their secular ruler had ceased to support 
them partly paralysed their resistance. And what 
must have added to the paralysis was the pitiable 

I1 
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conduct of their spiritual leaders. With leaders so 
time-serving, prevaricatingand untruthful, as we have 
seen the Metrans and the Archdeacon to have been, 
the heroism of the community, if it was ever there, 
could not but be sapped. In the face of this double 
calamity, desertion by the civil authority and be- 
trayal by the spiritual, the rank and file of the Church 
not unnaturally gave way. 

Undoubtedly these are facts which may fairly be 
pleaded on behalf of the Syrians. But though they 
mitigate the severity of the verdict, they are far 
from securingan acquittal. In many parts of Europe, 
earlier in the same century, a like conflict took place 
between Rome and the Reformed Churches, and in 
some cases the circumstances were not dissimilar. 
Yet how different the issue! In  Scotland, as in 
Malabar, the Reforming cause was not supported by 
the official leaders of the Church. For the most part 
these remained Roman and worked for Rome. 
Neither was the monarch favourable to Reform. Yet 
the people stood firm and Rome was overthrown. 
In Germany for the greater part it was also so. The 
spiritual chiefs, the Bishops, held fast to Rome and 
so did thegreat Emperor. But the German people 
were steadfast and Rome had to yield. In India it was 
otherwise. No I h o x  or  Luther stood forth from 
the people, daring all for the sake of God and 
righteousness. Leaders failed and the people suc- 
cumbed. One feels that the contrast points to the 
presence of some qualities in the peoples of Europe 
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which the Syrians did not possess : and it will hardly 
be denied that prominent among these missing quali- 
ties were the grit of race and the power of religious 
covtviction. The grit of race has often been exempli- 
fied since first the European entered India and came 
into conflict with the less virile Hindu, but no ex- 
ample of its working has been more striking than 
that afforded by this victory of Menezes. It is a 
signal instance of the power of a masterful son of the 
West over a multitude of Orientals. But racial quali- 
ties alone do not wholly explain the victory. Behind 
these lay the force that comes from religious convic- 
tion. In  other lands no force has done so much to 
beat back the advance of Rome as this force has done. 
But in this Indian conflict of three centuries ago it 
was Rome that possessed the force and not her op- 
ponents, Menezes had convictions, strong, deep, and 
steadfast. Rome was to him the one true Church, 
the one custodian and channel of divine grace. That 
was his faith. In that he lived and for that faith, 
had the need arisen, he would have bravely died. 
However much .we may disapprove of his theology 
and condemn his methods, yet we recognise that in 
him we look upon a man, possessed of force, con- 
viction, and devotedness to the highest that he knew. 
Against him we see a large community, where deep 
religious conviction appears to be almost unknown, 
but where in its stead there is found atstrong tradi- 
tional attachment to Babylon, and a conservative 
affection for the customs of their forefathers. Sadly 
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says Hough, the laborious, able and sympathetic 
historian of the Syrian struggle : “ With regard to 
Christian principle in the contest they maintained 
all is blank, ” and the words he  quotes from the letter 
of a friend, to whom he had submitted his manuscript, 
express only too truly the feelings of many an- 
other : ‘‘ Can you get no scrap of history that dis- 
covers divine faith or Christian graces in the poor 
Syrian Churches ? They had the Scriptures among 
them, and surely they were not like dead corpses all 
through their history. It is greatly to. be regretted 
that the interior and spiritual history is absent and 
lost. Where is the faith, hope, and love of tht  
Gospel ? ” Echo gives answer. If indeed one could 
forget that Rome’s victory meant the blotting out of 
a purer creed and practice than her own, and that 
the victory was gained by most unworthy tactics, 
one could almost say that she deserved to win. 
Religion to her champion was a living force, while 
to the great mass of her opponents it was but an 
ancient custom. 

So  Menezes triumphed, and the effects of his 
triumph remain to this day. It is true that fifty 
years later, in 1653, when the Portuguese were 
driven from Malabar by the Dutch, the Syrians 
revolted from their Roman bondage and resumed 
connection with Chaldzean Christianity ; but it is 
also true that more than half the community repented 
and were speedily regained by Rome, and that even 
those who remained apart retained many of the 
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Roman ways which they had learned to love in 
their half-century of captivity. To-day the com- 
munity is 728,304 strong; and of these the latest 
census (1911) shows that while 315,162 may be 
classed as Syrians of the East, 413,142 are Syrians 
of Rome. S o  Menezes being dead yet speaketh. 
For good or ill his work abides, and his life stands 
out before India as a striking instance of what a 
strong man can do, in whose heart is a conviction 
of the 'truth and right of the cause for which he 
labours. And if ever the hope is to be realised, 
which many cherish for the Church he overthrew- 
that she will yet take the place in the Church of 
India which is hers by long priority of birth, and 
do the work for India which is hers by right of 
nationality,-it will only be by her own sons 
becoming filled with a religious conviction of the 
truth as strong as  was that of their suppressor, and 
more pure, as becometh those 'who have received 
the fuller light. I t  is a hope much stimulated by 
recent developments in the spiritual life and Christian 
ideals of this most ancient of India's Churches. 
May God speed its fulfilment. 


