
CHAPTER VI1 

BARTHOLOMEW ZIEGENBALG 

(1 683-1 7 19) 

THE Churches of the Reformation were for long 
strangely and regrettably non-missiona’ry. At a 
time when Rome was sending many of her noblest 
sons’to plant the Cross in the remotest parts of the 
world, and through their heroic though often mis- 
taken endeavours was effecting great conquests in 
the name of Christ, Protestantism neither sent 
missionaries nor made conquests, I t  took its theo- 
logy from that prince of missionaries, the Apostle 
Paul, but did not seek to copy his example in preach- 
ing to the heathen the unsearchable riches of Christ. 
The duty of so doing was not denied : it was simply 
not recognised, and accordingly was not attempted. 
To-’day, when the Reformed Churches take the lead 
in missionary enterprise, this apathy of Protestant- 
ism in the earlier days seems doubly strange; yet it is 
not difficult to explain though impossible entirely to 
excuse. It may be pleaded and with perfect truth, 
that for a century and a half after Luther spoke the 
word that startled Europe and rent the Church, the 

(204) 



CHAP. VII.] BARTHOLOMEW ZIEGENBALG 20.5 

Reformed Churches had to fight for their very life. 
It was a time when they were building up their own 
constitution and formulating their own theology : 
and in the press of these exacting and necessary 
labours they had neither energy nor thought nor 
men to spare, to care for the heathen in the far parts 
of the earth. It may be pleaded too, and again with 
truth, that the nations who espoused the Reformed 
Faith most keenly were not, in those days, the most 
maritime nations of the world ; and consequently not 
being to any large extent brought face to, face with 
the non-Christian peoples, they missed the missionary 
stimulus which contact with heathenism produces. 
And this also may be pleaded-that to the earlier 
Reformers it seemed that the end of all things was 
at hand, and with that climax imminent men’s nearest. 

. duties became their only duties. “ Another hundred 
years,” said Luther, “and all will be over. The 
Gospel is despised. God’s word will disappear for 
want of any to preach it. Mankind will turn into 
Epicureans and care for nothing. They will not 
believe that God exists. Then the voice will be 
heard, Behold the Bridegroom cometh.” 

But however greatly these various considerations 
may have conduced to missionary apathy, the main 
contributing cause was much simpler. It was that 
the Churches did not realise that they had a mission- 
ary duty to discharge, Erasmus indeed had declared 
it to them in the noble words of his great treatise, 
On fhe Art of Preaching: ‘( It is a hard work I call 
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you to, but it is the noblest and highest of all. Would 
that God had accounted me worthy to die in such a 
holy work, rather than to be consumed by slow death 
in the tortures I endure. Yet no one is fit to preach 
the gospel to the heathens who hasnot made his 
mind superior to riches or pleasure, aye, even to life 
and death itself. The cross is never wanting to 
those who preach the word of the Lord in truth.” 
But the trumpet call fell on deaf ears, and found no 
echo in the exhortations of any prominent leader of 
the Reformers. In the Churches of the Reformation 
in the sixteenth century the missionary spirit had 
not yet been born : nor was it born until the seven- 
teenth century had well advanced. Before it attained 
any vigour of life the eighteenth century had ended, 
,and only in the nineteenth century did the claims of 
Foreign Missions begin to receive any general recog- 
nition. So  slow has been the development in Protes- 
tant circles of this central feature of the Church’s life ! 
And when at length the development did begin, India 
was later in sharing in its benefits than were many 
less important countries. Yet some atonement for 
this delay is found in the high excellence of the men 
who ultimately went forth as the pioneers of Protes- 
tant Indian Missions, of whom none stands higher 
than the first of them all, Bnrtlzolonzezv ZiegefzbaZg. 

I. 
The beginning of the eighteenth century saw 

the beginning of Protestant Indian Missions : yet 
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throughout the whole of the previous century there 
had been Protestant contact with India, With the 
waning of the power of Spain and Portugal there 
had come to the developing Protestant nations of 
Europe the opportunity of breaking the monopoly in 
the Eastern trade, which these two Latin peoples 
had so long enjoyed, and of themselves sharing in 
its lucrative commerce. In 1600 were founded the 
two great East India Companies of Holland and of 
England, rivals in trade, but happily concerned with 
a country where there was abundant room for both. 

France quickly followed suit, combining with 
trading activities keen ambitions for territory and 
political power; and in 1616 little Denmark also 
produced an East India Company. Trading settle- 
ments of these various nationalities sprang up all 
along the southern coast ofIndia, and Dutch, English, 
French and Danes energetically prosecuted a trade, 
profitable alike to India and ‘themselves. The 
companies grew rich, and Europe became familiar 
with the fame of India as the land of the “pagoda 
tree,” where men had only to Ishake the branches 
and golden pagodas dropped into the waiting hand. 
Still for nearly one hundred years, in spite of this 
rich harvest from the East, there was no thought 
of any religious duty owing to the peoples of the 
land whence the great wealth was drawn. India 
was regarded as a country to be exploited for gain, 
-and nothing more, This base materialism of the 
seventeenth century will ever remain a blot on the 
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record of Protestantism, and when at long last some 
thoughts of Christian dutyldid arise, it was, strange- 
ly enough, in the mind and heart of the smallest and 
least influential of all the Powers concerned, that the 
spiritual moving took place. To Denmark belongs 
the honour of redeeming Protestantism from the 
century-long dishonour, and in the Danish Settle- 
ment of Tranquebar, on the Coromandel Coast, 
Protestant Missions to India began. 

How the missionary interest was ultimately 
aroused is the subject of a pleasing tradition. I t  
happened-so runs the story-that one evening in 
March, 1705, Icing Frederick IV. of Denmark was 
busy in his palace perusing some official papers 
which had arrived from his over-sea dominions, and 
a paper which specially interested him was one from 
Tranquebar. This was an appeal for a pension from 
the widow of a Danish soldier, who had lost both 
husband and son in some skirmish with the natives. 
Out of her sorrow and penury the widow appealed 
to the King, and the royal heart was touched. From 
considerations of the woman’s sad lot, his thoughts 
turned to the condition and needs of the heathen 
who had wrought this sorrowful deed. What was 
he doing for them? Surely this was a divine lead- 
ing ! What effort was he making to convey to those 
Hindus the riches of the Gospel, in return for the 
material wealth which he and his people were 
drawing from India? And he had to answer- 
nothing. His conscience awoke, and there and then 
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he resolved to atone for past neglect. Dr. Lutkens, 
his chaplain, was hastily summoned, and heard with 
glad surprise the King’s resolve. When asked where 
he could find a suitable mission*ary the good old man 
replied : ‘‘ Here am I. * Send me.” But that was im- 
possible. His age alone unfitted him for such an 
enterprise. So with the command from the King 
to look out suitable men for the great work: he had 
to be satisfied, and the momentous interview, which 
marked the beginning of a new epoch in the history 
of the Reformed Churches of Europe, ended. 

But where were men to be found who were 
qualified for this unique enterprise? Not in Den- 
mark, for the Danish Church was in the comatose 
condition that marked so many churches in the 
eighteenth century. But perhaps in Germany they 
might be discovered, for there the Pietist movement 
had begun, At Halle, the centre of the movement, 
the dead bones of German orthodoxy were being 
marvellously stirred, and under the influence of the 
saintly Franclte numbers of young men were being 
trained for Christian work and fired with Christian 
zeal. At Berlin was a friend of Littkens, Professor 
Lange, who was also a friend of Francke, so to Lange 
appeal was made, and on his recommendation the 
choice fell on two young German pastors, Bartholo- 
miius Ziegenbalg and his friend and companion 
Heinrich Pliitschau. 

When the call reached Ziegenbalg he was a young 
man of twenty-two years of age. Born on June 24, 

I4 
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1683, at the little town of Pulsnitz, near Dresden, 
he had been early orphaned. Struggling through 
a delicate youth, both in his school days at Gorlitz, 
and later at the Universities of Berlin and Halle, he 
had proved an indomitable student. At Halle, Pietist 
influences laid hold upon him, and, though with much 
self-distrust, the holy ministry became his goal. NO 
thought of the mission-field at that time entered his 
mind, yet a seed-word spoken by Dr. Breithaupt of 
.Halle University proved ultimately to have been 
germinating. “To lead one soul from among the 
heathen to God,” said this good man, ‘(is as much as 
if, in Europe, one brought a hundred, for here the 
means and opportunities abound and there they have 
none.” But for a little while Christian Germany was 
to be Ziegenbalg’s sphere, and in the parish of 
Werder, some twenty miles from Berlin, he was 
doing faithful pastoral work when the call from his 
old professor reached him. It was a call to proceed 
as a missionary either to Africa or to the West 
Indies, and Ziegenbalg shrank from accepting it. 
Part of his disinclination vanished when he was told 
that his old friend Pliitschau had been similarly 
called and had responded, and ultimately coming to 
recognise the guiding finger of God in the summons, 
he obeyed. Along with Pliitschau he proceeded to 
Copenhagen, to find that neither Africa nor the 
West Indies but Tranqzzebar on the South-East coast 
of India was their destined field; but once the call 
had been accepted all places were alike, and on 
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November 2gth, 1705, the two pioneers sailed for 
the distant settlement, which their presence and 
work was destined to immortalise. Their modest 
allowance, only 6,000 marks, was made a charge on 
the royal purse. The King’s favour was theirs in a 
marked degree, and with that and the commendation 
and prayers of their revered teachers they looked 
forward with eager anticipation to a successful 

11. 
Tranquebar, whither the missionaries were has- 

tening, was a territory of modest dimensions which 
had been purchased by the Danes from the Ra- 
jah of Tanjore. Five miles long by three miles 
broad, it contained the town of Tranquebar and 
fifteen villages, large and small. Here a prosper- 
ous settlement had been established, peopled by 
settlers of varied type: Danish and German mer- 
chants with their staffs of assistants, a Governor, 
who in this case was by birth a Norwegian, 
and his suite, and a handful of European troops, 
mainly of Danish or  German nationality. For 
ninety years the ordinary routine of business 
life had gone on, varied by the few pleasures 
which an Indian life offered in those days to 
European residents, and with the outward relig- 
ious proprieties observed by a weekly service 
in the garrison church, conducted by the govern- 
ment chaplain, Neither chaplains nor civilians 

’ work. 

. 
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however had ever dreamt of undertaking aggres- 
sive Christian work among the natives of the 
country, nor was it desired, either by them or by 
the Company in Denmark, that any such work 
should be undertaken. To  the settlers in Tran- 
quebar the news of the impending arrival of two 
missionaries was accordingly decidedly unwelcome. 
It seemed as if a strange disturbing element was 
to be introduced into the familiar comfortable 
routine, and the settlement resented it. In this at- 
titude they were supported and encouraged by the 
Company they served, the leading officials of which 
in Denmark had viewed with extreme disfavour 
the King’s missionary enterprise, They could not 
indeed oppose their sovereign directly, but they 
took measures to thwart his noble purpose, and to 
the Company’s servants in Tranquebar secret in- 
structions went out, to put every possible hindrance 
in the way of the missionaries, and if they could, to 
bring the whole enterprise to a speedy end. To  
the Governor of the settlement, J. C.  Hassius, these 
commands were thoroughly congenial, and without 
compunction or delay he proceeded to carry them 
out. 

On 9th July, 1706, after a tedious voyage of 
seven months, the ship, in which the missionaries 
were,‘ cast anchor off Tranquebar, but anything more 
disheartening than the reception given to Ziegenbalg 
and his comrade can scarcely be imagined. Every 
other passenger was conveyed ashore, but no boat 
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came to convey the missionaries, and on board ship 
they had to remain for several days, in sight of their 
goal but prevented by their own countrymen from 
reaching it. At last, in very pity, the captain of a 
ship lying near sent his own boat, and in that they 
were conveyed to land. ‘‘ It was early in the morn- 
ing,” writes Dr. Fieming Stevenson, in a notable 
passage, “and they were ordered to remain in a 
house before the gate till the Governor had leisure 
to come in the afternoon. On his arrival, assuming 
the utmost roughness, he asked what brought them 
there. They were a mere nuisance. Had they 
any authority ? What could he do ? That was no 
place for missionaries. They were not wanted. 
What could the Icing know about such things? 
And so he turned upon his heel, and withdrew with 
his suite into the Fort. 

(( Petrified by this contempt for the Icing’s mandate, 
as much as cast down by so unexpected a reception, 
the two young men slowly followed, expecting that 
some one would inform them of the arrangements 
made for their stay. But at the market-square the 
group suddenly separated, and in a moment Gover- 
nor, CounciI, and chaplain had disappeared, and the 
square was empty. The sun had set, and as the 
houses were already shrouded in gloom the strangers 
could not tell what turn to take, but watched and 
waited under the silent stars-the first Protestant 
missionaries that ever stood on Indian soil, wonder- 
ing much what would happen next, and bethinking 
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themselves that even the Son of Man had not where 
to lay his head '.''I 

It  was a cruel welcome, and proved only too symp- 
tomatic of the experiences that lay plentifully in 
store, not for these Danish missionaries only, but 
for many another Protestant missionary who, in 
those earlier days, journeyed to India to preach the 
Gospel. The frequent. official opposition with 
which they had to contend imprints an indelible stain 
on the record of Protestant dominance, from which, 
with all its faults, Roman rule in India had been 
free. Secret opposition and even open hostility 
from those Europeans whose private life finds itself 
condemned by the purer example and teaching of 
the missionaries, or whose business prosperity is 
interfered with by the religious animosities which 
ever and again Christian missions arouse,-these 
have been the experiences of many missionaries, 
whether Roman or Reformed ; and equally common 
has been the stumbling-block caused to Christian 
progress by the unchristian lives of many who bear 
the Christian name. Xavier had bewailed these 
things at Goa, and at Tranquebar Ziegenbalg 
wrote in similar strain :- 

"All our demonstrations about the excellency of the 
Christian constitution make but a very slight impression, while 
they find Christians generally so much debauched in their 
manners, and so given up to gluttony, drunkenness, lewdness, 
cursing, swearing, cheating, and cozening, notwithstanding all 

1 Dawn of Modem Missions, p. 62. 
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their precious pretences to the best religion. But more parti- 
cularly are they offended with that proud and insulting temp,er 
which is so obvious in the conduct of our Christians here.”1 

But olyicial hostility on the part of the Europeans 
towards ministers of their own religion-this was 

’ absolutely new in India. Roman missionaries had 
ever behind them, if not the sympathy, at least the 
protection of the Portuguese and Spanish authorities 
within their own territories. Private hostility 
dared not go to extremes. But for Ziegenbalg and 
many another there was no such helping and re- 
straining influence, and when he and Plutschau 
stood derelict on the square of Tranquebar they 
tasted the beginning of a petty and malignant 
persecution, which was destined to last for years. 
Only too keenly did Governor Hassius carry out 
the shameful instructions sent secretly from home. 
Every possible obstacle was put in the missionaries’ 
way, insults public and private were heaped upon 
them, calculated to degrade them in the eyes of the 
natives, and if bitter opposition could have ended 
the mission, then in spite of its enjoying the coun- 
tenance of Denmark’s King, it certainly would 
have come to a speedy close. But Ziegenbalg and 
Plutschau were more than King Frederick’s mis- 
sionaries. They served the King of IGngs, and a 
reception that would have caused many a man to 
despair only nerved these two brave souls for the 

Pru#agatim of the GosjeZ in i%e East, etc.-Letters from 
Ziegenbalg, 
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work that lay so abundantly before them. Welcome 
or unwelcome they were there. A house had to be 
assigned to them, and with the tenacity of purpose, 
the steady devotion to work, the disregard of mere 
temporal comforts, and the ready adaptation to 
circumstances, which mark their countrymen in 
many a foreign land, these two young German 
missionaries set to work. Behind them they were 
conscious of the divine call and the divine power, 
and in that they found the needed strength and 
courage. “ God alone,” wrote Ziegenbalg, “ is here 
able to do the work by His power, and make that 
possible which appears to our eyes altogether 
impossible.” 

111. 
No later missionaries to India are ever called to a 

task quite so difficult as that which faced these two 
pioneers. The modern missionary begins his work, 
familiar to a large extent with the methods, and 
enriched by the experiences, of many generations 
of missionaries. The track is well beaten, the ways 
of working are recognised, and though from time 
to time new conditions demand a readjustment of 
methods, such changes never amount to starting 
afresh on radically different and entirely novel 
lines. I t  was otherwise with Ziegenbalg and 
Plutschau. They had to make the track, they had 
to discover the ways. Rome’s experiences profited 
them little, even less than little, for they proved 
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more hurtful than helpful. Christian Missions to 
India were making a fresh start. To the mission- 
aries everything was new and strange-the people, 
their religion, their customs, their thoughts, their 
language-and the problem which faced these 
pioneers was,-How to penetrate through this 
strange environment, and present Christ to the 
human hearts that were beating underneath it 
all. Counsellors they had none. Even had their 
European fellow-countrymen been disposed to help, 
this was a problem beyond them. All alone, aided 
only by God, the task had to be faced. And it 
was faced splendidly-faced and wrought out 
with a combination of wisdom, ability, patience and 
devoted zeal that has never been surpassed. 
Dr. DufT, who was always a great admirer of 
Ziegenbalg, considered that one great secret of 
his success lay in the open mind he brought to 
his task. He was not wedded to any theory of 
missionary method, nor did he feel called on to 
limit his activity to certain spheres. His methods 
were decided according as each need arose, and 
no field of action was neglected where service in 
any measure could be rendered to the main cause. 
In possessing these characteristics Ziegenbalg was 
the type of a missionary pioneer. 

The first difficulty to be attacked and removed 
was clearly the language, and in the case of 
Ziegenbalg and his comrade this was a difficulty of 
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no ordinary magnitude. They were Germans in a 
Danish settlement, ignorant even of the language 
of the governing power, and limited therefore in 
their intercourse not only with the natives but also. 
with the Europeans. But the natives were their 
chief concern, and the study of Danish was not a 
consideration with them. To reach the natives 
two wedia of communication offered, Tamil and 
Portuguese. Tamil, or Malabarick, as Ziegenbalg 
calls it in his letters, was the language of the 
country, and its mastery was evidently a prime 
necessity ; but Portuguese was also widely familiar 
either in pure or corrupted form, the result: of the 
long presence of the Portuguese in India, and the 
uprising of a considerable population of mixed blood 
in and near their settlements. For many of the 
natives, as well as for this half-caste population, 
Portuguese was a ZiGgua francs, easier of acquisition 
by the missionaries than Tamil, and offering them a 
quicker means of commencing active evangelisation. 
So the study of both languages was entered on, but 
that of Tamil with especial determination. Tamil 
holds a prominent place among the Indian languages 
in point of difficulty, and the rapid progress made 
by Ziegenbalg must ever be matter of admiration. 
Six days after their arrival in India, he and his 
companion began its study, but the only teacher to 
be got was one who knew no German, so there was 
little likelihood of satisfactory advance, seeing that 
teacher and pupils had no common medium of corn- 
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munication. Ziegenbalg, however, was not to be 
daunted. H e  resolved to begin at the beginning, 
and along with Plutschau joined the school for 
children which was taught by their instructor. 
There the two sat down among the little pupils, 
repeated along with them the A,B,C of Tamil, and 
wrote their exercises as they did, with the finger in 
the sand. Clearly no common men these: and 
their progress was not common either. Ziegenbalg 
especially shot forward with most rare speed. In 
eight months he could converse intelligibly with the 
natives, and in twelve months fluently, whether in 
conversation, argument or preaching. With grow- 
ing knowledge of the language came a quickly 
deepening acquaintance with its literature, and 
a library of native boolrs began to accumulate. 
Strange books they were, strips of the leaf of the 
palmyra palm pierced with a stylus and then fixed 
together, but they introduced Ziegenbalg to the 
riches and beauty of much of the Tamil literature. 
. “ I chose such books,” he wrote, ‘‘ as I should wish to imitate, 
both in speaking and writing, and had such authors read to me 
a hundred times, that there might not be a word or expression 
which I did not know, or could not imitate.” 

Strenuous self-educators as were these mission- 
aries, from the start they also found time, or made 
time, for work of a directly missionary nature. 
So far as the Hindus were concerned such work 
had perforce to wait until the language had been 
acquired. But there were other than Tamilswho 
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might be helped in the meantime. There were 
the missionaries’ own German countrymen, who 
were numerous among the employees of the settle- 
ment. For them Ziegenbalg and his comrade be- 
gan to hold services in a private room, which 
quickly became so well attended that, with the per- 
mission of the Governor, who judged it prudent 
here to modify his hostility, they were transferred 
to the garrison church, and held at an hour when 
the Danish chaplains did not officiate. Then the 
so-called “ Portuguese *’ claimed attention, the nu- 
merous population of mixed blood in and around 
the settlement, for the most part poor and degraded, 
brought up practically as natives yet marked off 
by the bar of blood and language. Hitherto the 
children of this community had been regarded as 
the appointed charge of the Roman Catholic priests, 
and even where the fathers of the children were 
Protestants this arrangement was complacently ap- 
proved. Ziegenbalg could be no party to any such 
procedure, and he had not been long in the country 
before he opened a school for these children, where 
instruction in religion and secular knowledge was 
imparted, Portuguese being the language medium. 
And yet another class was accessible-the ‘ l  slaves ” 
of the settlement. These were unfortunate Hindus, 
who for the sake of food had given themselves to be 
the serfs of the Danish settlers. At Ziegenbalg’s 
request these “ slaves ” were sent by their masters 
for two hours every day, to receive instruction in 
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religion from the missionaries, whose teaching capa- 
city increased as  their knowledge of the language 
grew. So the early days passed, with the mission- 
aries eagerly acquiring Tamil, and a t  the same time 
ministering to Germans, to half-caste ‘‘ Portuguese,” 
and to slaves. Added to these four activities, 
came also a fifth, to which Ziegenbalg attached 
great importance-the establishment of the first 
Mission Boarding School, the precursor of thou- 
sands of similar institutions throughout India in 
later days. With Ziegenbalg it was a purely 
charity school, maintained entirely at the cost of 

. the missionaries, who declared themselves ready 
to receive and feed and train as many children as 
might be given into their care. The burden was a 
heavy one for their small resources, but the im- 
portance of this work was deemed so great as amply 
tojustify it. To capture the children for Christ has 
ever been a leading aim of missionaries, and 
Ziegenbalg gave it the emphasis which has been 
maintained by all later Protestant Missions in India. 

‘‘ I must not forget to tell you,” he wrote after some experi- 
ence of this work, that what taketh me most in this affair is the 
education of children in India. They are of a good and promis- 
ing temper : and being not yet possessed with so many head- 
strong prejudices against the Christian faith, they are the 
sooner wrought upon, and mollified into a sense of the fear of 
God. To tell you the truth, we look on our youth as a stock 
or nursery from whence in time plentiful supplies may be 
drawn for enriching our Malabar Church with such numbers 
as will prove a glory and ornament to the Christian profes- 
sion.” 
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Four months after the missionaries’ arrival in 
Tranquebar they began the instruction of catechu- 
mens, and on 12th May, 1707, after ten months’ re- 
sidence, the firstfruits were gathered in. On that 
day of heartening five adult ‘‘ heathen ” slaves were 
baptized. They were however of the “ Portuguese ” 
community, and presumably, prior to Ziegenbalg’s 
arrival, had some slight acquaintance with Chris- 
tianity, and probably were more accessible to 
Christian influences than were the pure natives. 
Yet, even so, careful preparation had been insisted 
on. For six months two hours’ instruction was 
given to them daily, and only then were they judged 
fit to be baptized. Undue haste in. baptizing was 
never a fault with these pioneers. 

The baptisms led to anoiher notable develop- 
ment. So great was the increase of interest aroused, 
that the attendance at  the services held in the 
mission house grew quite beyond the capacity of 
the largest room. Ziegenbalg resolved to build a 
church, and with him to resolve ever meant to act. 
On 14th June, 1707, the foundation-stone was laid, 
and in spite of official jeers and opposition, exactly 
two months later the building was completed. It 
was a red-letter day in the history of Indian Chris- 
tianity, for that church declared to all that Protes- 
tant Missions had come to stay, and that the truth 
of God as held by Reformed Christendom was 
henceforth to be shared with India, To Ziegen- 
balg and Plutschau the day was perhaps the glad- 
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dest in all their life, and the joy and hope of their 
hearts may be seen in the buoyant message which 
Ziegenbalg sent home :- 

“ I n  the name of God, and in hopes of being supported 
by our King we laid the foundation of a church, bestowing 
thereon all whatever we could possibly spare from our yearly pen- 
sion. Every one that saw it laughed at it as a silly and rash 
design, and cried us down for sots venturing too boldly upon 
a thing which they thought would certainly come to nothing. 
However we prosecuted our design in the name of God, a 
friend sending fifty rix-dollars towards it. By this forward- 
ness of our work our enemies were confounded, ind some of 
them did then contribute something themselves towards accom- 
plishing the whole affair : which proved no small comfort to 
us. Thus is the building finished at last, and fitted up for a 
church congregation, It lies without the town in the midst of 
a multitude of Malabarians, near the high road, built all of 
stone. I t  was consecrated the fourteenth of August, which 
was the eighth Sunday after Trinity, in the presence of a great 
conflux of heathens, Mohammedans, and Christians, who had 
a sermon preached to them, both in Portuguese and Mala- 
barick, . . . Multitudes of people flock together to hear us, 
Xalabarians, Blacks, and Christians, every one being allowed 
to come in, let him be heathen, Mohammedan, Papist, or Pro- 
testant. . . . At this rate the work of God runs on amain. 
Our congregation consists of sixty- three persons, and another 
is to be baptized to-morrow.” 

These figures call attention to the remarkably 
rapid advance made by the mission. On September 
5th, 1707, nine Tamils were baptized, by the end of 
the year the number had grown to thirty-five, and 
in 1708, two years after the work began, there 
were 101: baptized Christians in connection with 
the mission, 
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Prosperity brought its own difficulties. With 
every addition to the work the financial problem 
developed in seriousness, and how to provide for the 
children in the schools, pay the native assistants, 
supply the needed literature, and meet other expenses, 
was a constant anxiety to the missionaries. For 
the most part it was met by ever sterner curtail- 
ment of their personal expenses, that so they might 
give more freely to the work. But there were also 
other difficulties which grew with success. From the 
natives, and also from their own European country- 
men, came steady opposition, but more from the 
latter than from the former. The Governor's anti- 
pathy was a continual irritant, and it reached it's 
height when in 1708, on a trifling pretext, Ziegenbalg 
was seized and thrown into prison for four weary 
months. Here he suffered much hardship. Even 
pen and paper were for a time denied him, and all 
intercourse with his friends outside was refused. 
Yet he endured all uncomplainingly and when, on 
his release, he set himself anew to 'the work of his 
heart he was cheered by a whole series of encourage- 
ments. Both natives and Europeans showed him 
real sympathy, and furnished him with financial aid 
sufficient to tide over the time until supplies should 
arrive from home. The converts multiplied, one im- 
portant accession which greatly rejoiced Ziegenbalg's 
heart being that of a gifted Tamil poet, Kanabadi 
Vathiar, whose powers were at  once utilised in the 
service of the mission. The story of Christ and the 
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messages of the Gospel were thrown by him into 
verse, and when wedded to native music were read- 
ily learned and sung by the children. And added 
to these gladdening experiences was the arrival in 
1709 of reinforcements from home, both in money 
and men. With part of the money a mission-house 
was bought, large enough for the increased staff, 
and with three additional comrades to help in the 
work Ziegenbalg looked forward to great things. 
Of the three, Griindler was to prove a tower of 
strength in the days when Ziegenbalg should be 
taken; Jordan, not yet ordained, was also to be of 
real service; but Bovingh was soon to show him- 
self by his narrowness and obstinacy a most hurtful 
accession to the staff. When it is said that the 
Governor gave him his backing, the unfortunate 
choice of Bovingh as a missionary is declared. But 
of these future developments Ziegenbalg had no sus- 
picion, and 1709 closed as a year of success, rejoic- 
ing, and hope. 

IV. 
In little over two years Ziegenbalg had estab- 

lished in Tranquebar a firm base of missionary oper- 
ations, and throughout his Indian career he was 
assiduous in fostering and developing the life of the 
local church and schools and the Christian commu- 
nity whom they served. But his ultimate goal was 
much more than a Christian Tranquebar : it Was a 
Chvisfiaiz I d i a ,  Tranquebar was but the base : that 

15 
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once secured he planned the wider conquest, and by 
the methods which he adopted gave expression for 
the first time to a distinctive aim which has largelyin- 
fluenced Reformed Missions. With Roman Missions 
in India and elsewhere, the main objective has gener- 
ally been to establish the Christian Church as a strong 
organisation in the land, the workers holding that 
with the Church thus rooted in the soil, the gaining 
of the people might be regarded as  in time assured. 
Accordingly in India, for a century and a half, they 
had striven to organise a Christian Church, and 
were moderately satisfied when natives of the 
country accepted the Church's seal of baptism, and 
came within her pale: deeper things were left to 
follow. With Protestant Missions, from Ziegenbalg 
onwards, this order of endeavour has not been so 
prominent. A Christian India has been the supreme 
goal, in attaining which the upbuilding of a Christian 
Church has been viewed' as a natural concomitant 
and most valuable aid. But to win the heart of India 
for Christ has been the great endeavour. 

This contrast between Roman and Reformed Mis- 
sions must not be pushed too far, especially in the 
present day, when Reformed Missions, without in 
the least resiling from the wider ideal, are devoting 
increased attention to organising the Indian Church 
on lines that make for strength and permanence. 
Yet in the main the contrast holds good, and in this 
respect Ziegenbalg was a true pioneer and repre- 

' sentative of later Protestant missionaries. A Chris- 
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tian India was his dream. To gain not merely 
the outward allegiance of her people to the Church, 
but to capture for Christ their heart and mind 
and will was his deepest desire and highest aim. 
Hence came the prolonged catechumenate demanded 
of his converts: theirs must be a reasoned .and a 
reasonable faith. Hence came also recurring en- 
deavours to widen his base, and by frequent tours 
strengthen his touch with the Indian people, and 
perfect his knowledge of their thought and needs. 
Hence too his persistent efforts in these tours to 
influence the European settlers along the coast and 
so make them, in turn, influences for Christ. In 
these tours he travelled north as far as Madras, 
where the English settlers and the English chaplain 
gave him a cordial welcome, and west to the native 
kingdom of Tanjore. There however he met with 
a repulse, being informed that the Rajah had no 
place in his territory for “ the  Christian-maker of 
Tranquebar ”. 

Of the lines of operation adopted by Ziegenbalg, 
with the Christianising of India as his goal, three 
were specially distinctive, and of these two are 
diligently followed still. These lines were : public 
conferences on religion, the preparation and circu- 
lation of good Christian literature, and the trans- 
lation of the Bible into the vernacular. In each of 
these methods Ziegenbalg was the pioneer of modern 
Indian Missions. Of his public conferences with 
representative Hindus, which were not infrequent 
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and were invariably characterised by much courtesy 
on both sides, the most famous was one held at  
Negapatam, under the auspices of the Dutch au- 
thorities. There, for five hours, in the presence 
of a great audience of Hindus, the Christian mis- 
sionary and a leading Brahman contended for their 
respecthe faiths. By common consent they agreed 
to leave out of consideration their sacred books, and 
to argue on principles of pure reason and make 
the appeal to conscience. It was not difficult for 
Ziegenbalg to prove the unreasonableness of poly- 
theism and idolatry, but the conscience of his op- 
ponents did not follow the conquest of their reason, 
and their quickness in evading logical conclusions, 
and delivering return thrusts at  some weakness in 
the exposition of the Christian position, evoked Zie- 
genbalg’s frank admiration. He derived, he said, 
very little help from the treatises written by learned 
men in Europe on the way to convert heathens. 

‘ I  Well may they write on this subject while they argue 
with themselves only, and fetch both the objections and the 
answers from their own stock. Should they come to a closer 
converse with the pagans, and hear their shifts and evasions 
themselves, they would not find tliem so destitute of argument 
as we imagine. They are able to baffle, now and then, one 
proof alleged for Christianity with ten others brought against 
it. . . . I t  requires an experimental wisdom to convey a saving 
knowledge into their mind, and to convince them of the folly 
of heathenism and of the t~utii of Christianity,’, 

A short experience however of this particular 
missionary method convinced Ziegenbalg of its 
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inutility. Public conferences were found by him, 
as by many in later times, to result in dialectic dis- 
play and little more. Their very publicity hindered 
any acknowledgment by his Hindu opponents of their 
being touched by the missionary’s argument, and 
soon this method of reaching the soul of India was 
laid aside. 

I t  was otherwise with Ziegenbalg’s two remaining 
methods. By Christian literature and by the Holy 
Scriptures, the reader’s mind and heart and con- 
science were assailed by forces, free from any 
spectacular distraction, and secretly but effectively 
the attack was pressed home. From the first this 
indefatigable manset himself tomaster the intricacies 
of the language, and to grasp the contents of the 
religion of the people whom he wished to convert, 
and his own prolific output of literature was evi- 
dence of his success. Primers for use in the schools 
were among his earliest efforts, Luther’s Short 
Catechism, a brief Life of Christ, and the Danish 
Liturgy. T o  these were added by degrees, a State- 
ment of the Christian, Jewish, Mohammddan avld 
Pagan Religions, a book of Hymns, an elementary 
compendium of Theology, and other similar works. 
Most useful of all for succeeding missionaries was 
his Malabarick Dictionary, a truly great work, in 
which the words were arranged in three columns, 
the first giving the Tamil word, the second its pro- 
nunciation in Roman characters, and the third the 
meaning of the word in German. Of the earliest 
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form of this dictionary Ziegenbalg says: “ I t  con- 
tains above zo,ooo words, all writ on leaves, and is 
designed to be transcribed on paper and to be printed 
in time for the benefit of the mission ”. The pierced 
leaves of the Palmyra palm were for long his 
substitute for the printed page. His other literary 
magnum opus was a book of great value, The Gene- 
alogy of the Deities of Malabar, but it is with shame 
that one records that it remained in manuscript for 
one hundred and fifty years, being first published in 
I 867. 

Yet, busy though Ziegenbalg was in general 
authorship, his main effort as a scholar concentrated 
on the translation of the Bible. He realised that 
his special task in India was to lay foundations that 
would endure, and as the surest means of securing 
this he decided to give to the people the Bible in 
their own language. In  October, 1708, he began 
this supreme task, and within three years the New 
Testament was completed. For the first time in 
the history of India, her people had the Word of God 
in one of their own vernaculars. What the Nestorian 
missionaries had not done in one thousand years, 
what the Roman missionaries in three hundred 
years had never dreamed of attempting, was ac- 
complished by this young missionary when not yet 
six years in the country. Naturally the Tamil he 
wrote was not of the highest order, and the Roman 
Catholic Beschi flung many a sneer a t  the translator 
and his work, but it was “understanded of the 

’ 
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people," and sufficed to open to them the revealed 
Word of God. 

V. 

In modern times an important part of the 
work of the foreign missionary is to educate 
the Home Base,-to keep it informed as to the 
progress of the work in the field, develop its sym- 
pathy and interest, stimulate its zeal, and secure 
increasingly its active co-operation. In this depart- 
ment also Ziegenbalg was a notable pioneer, and if 
even to-day this educative work may not be negIected 
without hurt falling on the mission, two hundred 
years ago it was yet more imperative. The home 
base of that day could hardly be said to exist, so 
limited was its area. The Danish King, and a few 
earnest men in Denmark, and more especially in 
Germany, who were rich in faith but poor in 
material wealth,-these comprised it all. The 
Church, whether in Denmark or Germany, furnished 
as yet no base for Foreign Missions. The flame 
still waited for the kindling, and by applying the 
torch Ziegenbalg rendered one of his greatest 
services to the missionary cause. 

A variety of considerations urged him to main- 
tain close touch with home. Some reports of what 
he and his comrade were doing were naturally 
expected by those who had sent them forth, and to 
Dr. Liltkens such accounts were carefully trans- 
mitted. But apart altogether from considerations of 



THE APOSTLES OF INDIA [CHAP. 232 

duty it was a pure joy to the missionaries to write 
to their friends at home and tell them of their work, 
their difficulties, and their progress. They craved 
sympathy and they needed help. So from the 
earliest days in Tranquebar Ziegenbalg was a 
diligent foreign correspondent with the home base. 
Letters containing Ml accounts of his doings, and 
packed with information regarding the country and 
its people, were regularly transmitted by him to his 
old teacher, and Pietist leader, Francke. These 
were circulated throughout Germany and Den- 
mark, and roused much interest as well as  evolr- 
ing financial help. When translated into English, 
and circulated in England, they proved even more 
effective as a missionary stimulus. This was the 
happy service rendered by the Rev. NI. Boehm, the 
Danish chaplain of Prince George of Denmark, the 
consort of Queen Anne. Boehm published the first 
collection of letters in 1709, and a second in 1710, 
dedicating both to the Archbishop of Canterbury 
and other members of the lately born Society for 
the Propagation of the Gospel in Foreign Parts. 
Quaint in style and unpretentious in appearance is 
the little volume containing these letters, and the 
selection is not numerous. The letters are all 
contained in 100 small pages, but the title of the 
booklet makes up by its length for the brevity of 
the contents :- 

'' Propagation of the GospeZ in tAe East : being atz accozlnt of 
the SUCC~J-S OJ TWO DanisA Missionaries, late& sent to 846 Enst 



VII.] BARTHOLOMEW ZIEGENBALG 233 . 
Ijzdies, for the Conversion of the Keathens in MaZaabar. In 
several Letters to their Corre@ondents in  Europe containing- 

‘‘ A narrative of their Voyage to the Coast of Coromandel, 
their Settlement at Tranquebar, the Divinity and Philosophy of 
the Malabarians, their Language and Manners, the Impediments 
obstructing their Conversion, the several Methods taken by 
these Missionaries, the wonderful Providences attending them, 
and the Progress they have already made. 

“ Rendered into English from the High Dutch.” 

AS the first epistles to the Home Churches ever 
written by Indian missionaries of the Reformedfaith, 
these letters of Ziegenbalg will always possess a 
unique value. The complete collection in German 
is naturaIIy of primary worth, but the selection done 
into English, and dedicated in 1709 to the Most 
Honourable Corporation for Propagating the Gospel 
in Foreign Parts, is sufficiently illustrative of the 
whole, and was of excellent service a t  the time. The 
Society was greatly moved by the boldness and im- 
portance of the enterprise and the devotion of the 
missionaries, and forwarded to Tranquebar a con- 
tribution of 620, accompanied by a case of books and 
an appreciative letter. The gift does not impress 
one by its magnitude, but it is intensely interesting 
as being the first contribution to Indian Missions 
ever made by an English society. Later contribu- 
tions followed, and when Ziegenbalg’s letter of 
grateful acltnowledgment was received the interest 
in England rose higher. The Society for the Propa- 
gation of the Gospel found, however, that in help- 
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ing the work in Tranyuebar they were transgressing 
their constitution, which limited them to work in 
British colonies ; so their interest in 2ieg.enbalg and 
his work was transferred to the sister Society for 
Promoting Christian Knowledge. Under this society 
the English fosteringof the Danish mission was main- 
tained and increased. Ziegenbalg and Pliitschau 
were elected corresponding members of the S.P.C. I<., 
a small annual grant of money was voted, in.the be- 
ginning of 1 7 1 1  a consignment of 250 Portuguese 
New Testaments was despatched in one of the ships 
of the East India Fleet, and, most prized of all, in the 
same ship went a printing press, a supply of paper, 
and a printer, Jonas Finck. 

These were great results to flow from the diligence 
of the foreign correspondent, but unfortunately all 
the gifts did not reach their destination. The vessel 
was captured by a French privateer off Brazil, and 
most of the cargo was confiscated. The New Testa- 
ments vanished, but the printing press and the paper 
were left. Ultimately the ship was ransomed and 
resumed her voyage, but ere India was reached Jonas 
'Finck had died, and it was only the printing press 
and the paper that in August, 1712, arrived at Tram 
quebar. Fortunately among the Danish soldiers 
in Tranquebar there was found a man who had been 
trained as a printer, and his services being obtained, 
the press was set to work, A primer in Portuguese 
for the school and a treatise on The W a y  of Salvation 
'were the first productions,--" the first fruits," wrote 
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Ziegenbalg, " of the Word of God bestowed on the 
Heathen by their friends in England ',. A year later, 
17 13, a second printing press was received, this time 
a gift from friends in Germany, and aIong with it a 
fount of Tamil type, which had been produced by a 
skilful young German craftsman after a careful study 
of the Tamil letters. Accompanied by his brother 
he went with the press to Tranquebar, and without 
delay the printing of the Tamil New Testament was 
begun. In September, 1714, the four Gospels were 
printed, and in circulation, a notable event for the 
Christianising of Southern India. 

By this time Ziegenbalg had been eight years in 
India. They had been years of strenuous and un- 
ceasing work, of many trying experiences, and of 
constant strain on the worker's health. In 171 I his 
true yoke-fellow Pltitschau had been compelled to re- 
turn to Europe, the physical strain having in his case 
proved so intense that any return to India was for 
hiin impossible. In Europe, however, Plutschau had 
rendered timely and valuable service by neutralising 
the hurtful influence of Bdvingh, the malcontent, who 
had also returned to Denmark, and whose mislead- 
ing reports as to the mission demanded and received 
prompt contradiction. Accompanied by a Tamil 
convert, Plir tschau toured through Germany and 
England, creating much interest in both countries, 
particularly in England,.in consequence of which in- 
creased aid began to find its way to Tranquebar. 
Ziegenbalg was greatly cheered, and planned opera- 
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tions on a larger scale. A great mission, whose 
operations should extend from Madras to C e y h  
under the united care of the Universities of Germany, 
Denmark and Holland, was one of his visions: and 
there were others. But first was needed a brief rest 
for the wearied worker. Body, mind and spirit all 
cried out for refreshment, and in October, 1714, 
Ziegenbalg sailed for Europe, taking with him a 
young native, Maleiappen, a visible evidence of the 
fruit which the missionaries were gathering, and at 
the same time a useful assistant to Ziegenbalg in per- 
fecting his dictionary and in translating the Old Tes- 
tament, to which work he devoted himself on the 
voyage. As the vessel sailed away from Tranquebar 
the heart of the great missionary must have known 
no ordinary rejoicing, when he thought on the things 
that God had wrought in these short eight years, 
and contrasted the conditions now prevailing with 
those which faced him and his companion when 
they had stood alone in the city-square, destitute, 
despised, and forsaken of all men. Then there had 
been no native Christians save those connected with 
the Roman Mission : now he was leaving behind him 
22 I baptized Christians, twenty-six catechumens 
preparing for baptism, five charity schools with 
seventy-eight children in attendance, a church and a 
mission-house, the nucleus of a Christian literature in 
the Tamil language thirty-two worlts of greater or 
less importance having been issued, and, above all, 
,the . .  Gospels already circulating in the language of 
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the people, with the complete New Testament soon to 
follow. Verily it was with no tale of missionary 
failure that this pioneer of modern Indian Missions 
journeyed home. 

VI. 

On 1st June, 171 5 ,  after an eight months’voyage, 
Ziegenbalg arrived in Europe and hastened to report 
himself to his royal patron, the Icing of Denmark. 
Good old Dr. Ltitkens was by this time dead, and the 
royal interest in the Mission at Tranquebar was in 
danger of being swamped by nearer cares. Den- 
mark, with Prussia as an ally, was at war with 
Sweden, and Icing Frederick was in the camp of 
the allied forces besieging Stralsund. S o  to Stral- 
sund Ziegenbalg hastened. There,” writes Dr. 
Fleming Stevenson, ( (  one evening a stranger of note 
had an audience with the King, who had shown 
him singular favour, and for hours, it was said, they 
had been closeted together. The soldiers who had 
gathered round may have been disappointed when 
they saw that he wasonlya clergyman ; a man indeed 
of commanding presence, of a wonderful dignity and 
fire, resolute and calm, with a keen eye, a bronzed 
and almost swarthy face, seamed with deep lines of 
care, and a winning courtesy and lovableness of 
manner : but when he opened his lips and preached 
to them, and they heard it was young Mr. Ziegen- 
balg, the missionary from Tranquebar, there were 
some at least who ceased to wonder at his welcome. 
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He seemed to have dropped out of the clouds, the 
mission had no time to spare, but he got his story 
told to the King, and he was content : for details he 
was referred to Copenhagen.” 

The Icing was entirely sympathetic and continued 
to be actively helpful. Indeed a year prior to 
Ziegenbalg’s return steps had been taken, with the 
royal approval, to establish the home base on a 
more permanent footing, and a Missionary Board 
or committee of management had been created, 
with its headquarters at Copenhagen. Of this 
board Ziegenbalg was appointed by the Icing the 
first Provost, and for a time at least the Tranquebar 
Mission was directed from home by the man best 
qualified to do it. All official hostility in the field 
was by the King’s order brought to an end, Governor 
Hassius was recalled, and a successor appointed 
whose friendliness to the mission was assured. 
The arrangements at Copenhagen having been satis- 
factorily settled, a tour by the missionary through 
Denmark and Germany followed, and wherever he 
spoke keen interest in the man and in his mission 
was awakened. To Ziegenbalg this was all cause of 
deep gratification and growing hopefulness, but par- 
ticularly refreshing to him was the daily touch with 
kindred souls which he now enjoyed, It was a spirit- 
ual refreshing such as he greatly needed. Pleasing 
too it is to read of his marriage which now took place. 
In Tranquebar, neither thought nor opportunity of 
marriage had been possible, and of the quiet home 
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life in the mission-house, which has been to many 
a hard-worked missionary in the field a priceless 
restorative, Ziegenbalg had no experience. But, 
when on furlough, he found sufficient leisure to 
think of these things, and to woo and win a wife. 
Dorothea Saltzmann, daughter of a Government 
official at Merseburg, was the lady. When Ziegen- 
balg left for India, eight years before, she was but 
a school-girl, and as tutor in her school her future 
husband must have known her. Now on his return 
he found her a woman, strong, cultured, and religious, 
and willing to face the unknown Iife in India with 
the man she loved. I t  was a happy marriage for 
both. 

After his marriage the missionary and his young 
wife proceeded to England, and paid a visit which 
proved of much moment to the mission,-and to 
England. Nothing could exceed the heartiness of 
the reception given to the now famous missionary. 
On all sides sympathy abounded. The Archbishop 
of Canterbury and the Bishop of London showed 
deep interest in the work in India; the Society for 
the Promotion of Christian Knowledge presented him 
with an address and twentyguineas, and assured 
him of its continued interest and aid: and by Icing 
George I., and the Prince and Princess of Wales, a 
special interview was accorded. I t  was all a real 
stimulus to Ziegenbalg, who often afterwards re- 
ferred to his reception in “generous England ”. But 
India claimed him and he was eager to return ; so, 



THE APOSTLES OF INDIA [CHAP, 
2 40 

on 4th March, 1716, the young couple sailed, 
reaching Madras on 19th August, and proceeding 
thence to Tranquebar. His furlough had been a 
time of pure joy and abundant encouragement, yet 
to-day one realises how sadly inadequate was its 
duration, and how painfully lacking it must have 
beeninrestfulness. The long voyages home and back 
again furnished indeed grateful periods of quiet ; 
but in Europe, with its bracing climatic influences, 
only nine months were spent, and these were months 
of incessant activity and continual excitement. Such 
a furlough, after eight years of unbroken residence 
on the plains of India and of unremitting labour, 
was, as the event proved, quite insufficient to equip 
the jaded worker for the fresh period of duty to which 
he now returned. 

VII. 
During Ziegenbalg’s absence from the field there 

had been no falling back. Under the able and de- 
voted Grundler, the ground already won had been 
maintained, and fresh advances made. The Christian 
community had increased, a new charity school had 
been opened, and was attended by seventy pupils, 
and preparations for the erection of a new church, 
adequate in size for the enlarged congregations, 
were far advanced. On Ziegenbalg’s return this 
important undertaking was pushed on apace. On 
9th February, 1717, the foundation-stone of the new 
church was laid by the Governor of the settlement, 
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and on I I th October, amid great rejoicing, the church 
was consecrated, and opened for divine service, To 
it wasgiven the name of the earlier building whose 
place it took-“New Jtyusalem,” and with its spa- 
cious proportions and inspiring history it remains 
to-day the object of leading interest in Tranquebar. 
In 1849 it wasvisited by Dr. Duff, and the record 
of the emotions of one great missionary on visiting 
the scene of another’s labours is deeply interesting. 

“The Church,” wrote Dr. Duff, “isbuilt in the form ofacross, 
each wing being of equal size. If the centre had a dome, in- 
stead of an ordinary roof, it might seem after the model of st. 
Paul’s, London, on a small scale. The pulpit is at one of the 
centre corners, so as to be seen from every part of the building. 
I mounted the pulpit : and with no ordinary emotion gazed 
around from the position from which Ziegenbalg, and Grundler, 
and Schwartz so often proclaimed a free salvation to thousands 
in Tamil, German, Danish, and Portuguese. At the end of 
one of the wings on either side of a plain altar, lie the mortal 
remains of Ziegenbalg and Grundler. I stood with not easily 
expressed feelings over the remains of two such men, of brief but 
brilliant and immortal career in the mighty work of Indian 
evangelisation. Theirs was a lofty and indomitable spirit, 
breathing the most fervid piety.” 

But other developments than church-building 
claimed and received Ziegenbalg’s attention in those 
closing years of his brief and fervid life, and of these 
none was more important than the establishment, 
in 1716, of a training institution for native Christian 
teachers andbpreachers. With eight pupils a hopeful 
beginning in this absolutely essential work was made. 
Two out-stations in the narrow limits of the Danish 

16 
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settlement were opened, with a missionary in tem- 
porary charge of each: and pushing still farther 
afield a school was begun at  Cuddalore, and another 
at Madras, the latter being a t  the request ofthe 
English Governor and the chaplain, and forming the 
first step taken by the British towards the Christian 
education’of India. And all the time these advances 
were being arranged and carried out, the literary 
work of the indefatigable missionary never lan- 
guished. His great dictionary was finally completed, 
and by 1719 his translation of the Old Testament 
had reached as far as the Book of Ruth. 

It was a period of rapid progress along many lines, 
and encouragement from many sides was not want- 
ing : especially was this so with the mission’s friends 
in England. To  King George, Ziegenbalg soon after 
his return had sent an account of the mission’s pro- 
gress, and from the King a gracious reply was for- 
warded, “To the reverend and learned Bartholomew 
Ziegenbalg, and John Ernest Grtindler, Missionaries 
at Tranquebar ’I. From the Archbishop of Canter- 
bury as President of the S.P.C.K. went a letter of 
superlative appreciation and recognition, as may be 
judged from the following paragraph :- 

“ Let others indulge in a ministry, if not idle, certainly less 
laborious, among Christians a t  home : let them enjoy in the 
bosom of the Church, titles and honours, obtained without 
labour or without danger: your praise it will be (a praise 
of endless duration on earth and followed by a just recom- 
pense in heaven) to have laboured in the vineyard which 
yourselves have planted, to have declared the name of Christ 



VII.] BARTHOLOMEW ZIEGENBALG 243 

where it was not known before : and through such peril and 
difficulty, to have converted to the faith those among whom 
ye afterward fulfilled your ministry. Your province therefore, 
Brethren, your office, I place before all dignities in the Church.’’ 

By the time this letter reached Tranquebar, the 
earthly labours of Ziegenbalg had ended, but his 
sorrowing comrades were cheered by the cordi,al 
message. By the end of I 7 18 the sands of the pioneer’s 
life were running out, and their passage was hastened 
by other causes than his over-strenuous activities. 
TO these there was added trouble of a kind that has 
embittered the lives of not a few missionaries since 
his day-needless friction with the home authorities. 
The Mission Board, at Copenhagen received a new 
chairman named Wendt, a man godly and sincere 

He succumbed 
to the influences of Bavingh, and Ziegenbalg with his 
statesmanlike methods and wide-stretching aims be- 
came suspect, To Wendt it seemed that the simple 
and apostolic methods were being entirely forsaken. 
The securing of a stable base with church and 
schools and training institution, the mastering of 
the literature and religions of the natives, the pro- 
vision of a varied Christian literature, and the diffu- 
sion of much general knowledge,-these aims and 
methods were frowned upon, and in their stead Zie- 
genbalg and his colleagues were bidden copy the 
Apostles, embrace poverty, and go out two and two 
preaching to the people the simple Gospel. Ziegen- 
balg was pierced to the very heart. It needed his 

but of hopelessly narrow outlook. 
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death and that of the like-minded Griindler to bring 
the Home Board to confess its cruel folly, and re- 
vert to the ways of the men it had sacrificed, but 
the evil had been done, and the shame will ever 
abide. I t  is however true that, apart from this 
bitter experience, Ziegenbalg’s life could no t have 
been much prolonged, He lived too intensely’ for 
length of days to be his. Like a later missionary he 
“burned out for God,” being one who while the 
day lasted could not other than work, and who in 
perfect faith left it to God to say when the day 
should end and the night close in. 

It began to close in October, 17 18, when the rhalady 
attacked him which was ultimately to prove fatal. 
Medical skill procured him a short respite, and on 
Christmas Day and again on New Year’s Day, he a 

was able to preach in his beloved church. But the 
effort wasmore than he was fit for, and after making it 
his strength ebbed rapidly away. On 23rd February, 
1719; the end came. Reminded, as he lay dying, of 
the Apostle Paul’s longing to be with Christ, he 
ejaculated, “ So do I long too I ” Then at  intervals 
came broken fragments of sentences that told the 
thoughts of the passing saint. “ I can hardly speak 
more . . . ” “May God bless what I have spoken, 
that it bring forth fruit . . . ” “ I  have daily 
given myself into Thy hands, 0 God , . . ” “The  . 
Lord saith, Father, I will that where I am there also 
shall my servant be ”. Then, shading his eyes with 
his hand, he’cried out, “HOW is it so, bright, as if 
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the sun shone in “my face! ” A few moments of 
quiet rapture followed, and then the last request, in- 
expressibly touching in its holy calm and beauty, 
“ Sing,” he said, 

(‘ Jesus, meine Zuversicht, 
Und mein Heiland ist im Lebea,” 

-the old hymn, learned long years before as a boy 
in his Saxon village home, and his favourite ever 
since. To the soft music of a violin the words were 
sung, so full of Christian hope in death and assurance 
of heavenly joy. A great peace shone on his face as 
he listened, and quietly, without a murmur; he was 
gathered in the Everlasting Arms. 

VIII. 
When Ziegenbalg died he was only thirty-six, 

and his years of labour in India numbered scarce 
thirteen. Yet the work he accomplished in that 
short time, and the legacy he bequeathed to the 
country of his adoption, were of rare richness. It is 
indeed in the legacy that the interest and importance 
of his life is best revealed. His mere biography 
is not nearly so stirring in its episodes as are the 
life histories of India’s earlier apostles, nor is his 
work in the field marked by much picturesqueness. 
Its record is one of the steady developlnent of pro- 
saic details, and inasmuch as similar details form the 
body of every Mission Report that is received to- 
day, they are liable to be read without the mind be- 
ing sufficiently awake to their meaning. Schools, 
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churches, catechising, mission seminaries, Bible 
translation-these are the commonplaces of Mission 
work now. Yes ,  and that is why they redound SO 

greatly to the praise of Ziegenbalg, for it was he 
who made them, for India, a commonplace. He dis- 
covered the methods now so universal : he laid down 
the lines on which his successors through the length 
and breadth of India have worked. It is true there 
have been many developments as the long years have 
passed. But except on one point there has been no 
abandonment of the main methods of missionary 
work adopted first by Bartholomew Ziegenbalg. 

The exception concerns his attitude to Caste, and 
his practical treatment of that problem in the infant 
Church at  Tranquebar. In this matter he was 
heavily handicapped by two circumstances. The 
Roman missionaries had carried the recognition of 
caste to an extreme, thus prejudicing the native 
mind as to the pliability of the Christian religion in 
this connection, and making it difficult for the first 
Protestant missionaries to adopt a radically different 
position. And, further, these same missionaries 
were, at the start, entirely ignorant as to the true 
meaning and importance of caste, and lacked that 
experience of its evils which has led later Protestant 
Missions, with the single exception of the Leipsic 
Mission, to give it no quarter whatever in the 
Christian Church. In the Church planted by the 
Danish Mission the caste troubles did not seriously 
develop until after Ziegenbalg’s time, but it was un- 

’ 
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doubtedly his qualified recognition of caste distinc- 
tions which ultimately bore most noxious fruit. In 
the church at Tranquebar separate places were 
assigned to the Sudras and to the Pariahs. They 
sat apart, and at the celebration of the Holy 
Communion, the Sudras, women as well as men, 
approached the Table before the Pariahs. This was 
the one serious mistake which the great pioneer 
committed: and while all must regret his error, it 
should not be forgotten that it is the sight of the 
consequences of that error which has made it easy 
for later workers to discern the evil and avoid it. 
In every other respect the methods introduced by 
Ziegenbalg have continued, in their essential fea- 
tures, to be followed by Protestant Missions in India 
to the present hour. 

Fully as important as the discovery and application 
of right methods of mission work, was the exhibition 
Ziegenbalg gave to India of the new motive under- 
lying the work. He reached India at a time when 
the name of Christian missionary was an offence to 
the Hindus-and justly so. The shameful deceits 
and artifices adopted by the priests of the Jesuit 
Madura Mission had been laid bare before the Hindu 
world. A Christian missionary had become sy- 
nonymous with a worker in trickery and malre-be- 
lieve, while the act of becoming a Christian had 
been identified with a mere ceremonial, of whose 
meaning those operated on were mostly ignorant. 

It was left to Ziegenbalg to restore respect for 
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the missionary and to impart a deeper meaning to 
his work. And this he did. His transparent good- 
ness and honesty gained him the liking of the Hindus 
throughout the whole district, and in seeking to win 
them to the Christian fold he was openness itself. 
Not by any dark mystic rite were converts “ made,” 
but by full explanation of the Gospel their minds 
as well as their hearts were sought for Christ. The 
translating of the Bible into their own tongue, the 
open frank discussions on religion, the long prepara- 
tion insisted on before baptism was administered, 
were all marks of a new missionary ideal. It was the 
ideal of Protestantism as contrasted with that of 
Romanism-at least of the Romanism of that day 
-and for the clear exposition of the change no 
better man could have been found than Ziegenbalg. 
The first of a long line of able missionaries from 
Protestant lands, he was an admirable exponent of 
the Protestant spirit, and of all who have come after 
him there is not one but confesses his greatness, and 
thanks God for his work. Aye, and many besides 
missionaries make the same confession, for the type 
which we see in Ziegenbalg appeals to every heart, 
-a man devoted to his Master and wholeheartedly 
given to the Master’s work, of zeal unbounded and 
of faith unquenchable, a man whose work w.ill never 
die, and who, by the intensity of his life and the 
greatness of his service, well merits the name of 
honour that’has been given him, U The Morning Star 
of Modern Indian Missions ”, 


