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WILLIAM CAREY 

(176 I- 1834) 

GOD hath chosen the foolish things of the world to 
confound the wise: and God hath chosen the weak 
things of the world to confound the things that are 
mighty.” Christian Missions supply many examples 
of this divine method, but none which is more im- 
pressive and convincing than that afforded by the life 
and work of WiZZiaw Carey, the first of her own 
missionary sons whom England sent to India. I t  
was indeed a tardy sending. The great East India 
Company, formed in the year 1600, had from that 
time carried on unremittingly a valuable and in- 
creasing trade with India. Settlements had been 
established, territories had been acquired, and the 
Company had grown to be a great power in India. 
Britain’s sons went out to the East in a regular 
stream, soldiers, sailors, civilians, merchants, traders, 
and adventurers : but for two hundred years no place 
among that crowd of eastward-bound was found for 
a Christian missionary. It is true, as  we have seen, 
that from the time when the Danish-Halle Mission 
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began its work in Tranquebar, the Society for the 
Promotion of Christian Knowledge gave small 
grants in aid of that work,' and that these were 
gradually increased as under Schwartz and others 
the operations extended. But the deadness of the 
British Churches, as a whole, regarding their 
missionary duty, is shown by the humbling fact that 
for nearly a century after the Coast Mission had 
been at  work, while modest financial help continued 
to go from England, no personal service was ren- 
dered. Till the close of the eighteenth century, the ' 

only Protestant missionaries who proceeded from 
Europe to India were either Danes or Germans. This 
alone is sufficient evidence of the missionary apathy 
which then brooded over the Churches of Britain. 

There were indeed some causes other than apathy 
which contributed to this striking lack of English 
missionaries, and one which, as will be seen, became 
subsequently very powerful, was the active opposi- 
tion offered by the East India Company to all 
missionary activity. But in the earlier days this 
opposition did not exist. Then the Company's 
agents in India were friendly rather than hostile, as 
was evidenced by the cordial relations they main- 
tained with Schwartz in Tanjore. No, the keen hos- 
tility of the Company to missions and missionaries 
was a later development, when its stake in India 
had largely increased, Throughout the eighteenth 
century, it may be said with general accuracy, it was 
the deadness of the Home Churches and not the 

. 

* 



294 THE APOSTLES OF INDIA [CHAP. 

hostility of the Company that was the main reason 
for Britain sending no missionaries to India. If 
Christian Missions were to take their rightful place 
in Britain’s Indian activities, a double conversion 
was clearly required,-a conversion in Britain as well 
as in India, a conversion of the Churches to their 
missionary duty, as well as a conversion of the 
Hindus to the Christian faith. And the man 
who in the providence of God was called to perform 
this double service was one of the very last whom 
Britain would itself have named,-not any of the 
great ones in the religious world, no Anglican 
Archbishop or Bishop, no Scottish Moderator or 
ex-Moderator, no leader of any of the Nonconformist 
Churches, but a humble Baptist minister in North- 
amptonshire, William Carey by name, who preached 
to his little flock on Sundays, and on week-days eked 
out his meagre living by following the trade of a 
village shoemaker. 

I. 

Carey’s early life is soon told. Its story is that 
of one of the poor of England, who but for his 
spiritual and intellectual gifts and industrious habits 
would have remained a humble cobbler all his days, 
and would at last have been laid to rest in the 
village grave-yard, if not unwept, at least un- 
honoured and unsung. But a very different fate 
was to be his, 

He was born in 1761, in the village of Paulerspuryt 
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in Northamptonshire, where his father was the par- 
ish clerk and kept a little school, but so meagre were 
the home resources that at fourteen years of age 
Carey had to take his part in earning for the family, 
and was apprenticed to a shoemaker. At this time 
he was a keen son of the Church of England, and 
indeed was rather disposed in his thoughts to be- 
little those who were outside the Anglican fold. 
Four years later however, when a youth of eighteen 
years, he underwent a spiritual change, and as he 
found more congenial fellowship with the Baptists, 
he joined that denomination, and a loyal Baptist he 
remained all his days. 

Shoelriaking is a trade that has given to the world 
many intellectual giants, and even when it does not 
give giants it has often produced marvellously keen 
thinkers and able controversialists. In the country 
districts of Scotland and England this is still the 
case, and nowadays in our own land it is only in 
such districts that the conditions continue which 
permit of quiet thinking being carried on simulta- 
neously with manual work. One does not expect 
philosophers from a city shoe-factory. It is the 
village cobbler’s stool that is the professor’s chair : 
and Carey is perhaps the prince of all the professors 
who have thus been trained, While he cobbled he 
studied. Latin, Greek and Hebrew, in an elementary 
form, were successively assimilated. On Sundays 
when the cobbling ceased he preached: not very 
brilliantly at first, but sufficiently well by 1787 to 
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warrant his ordination to the ministry of the Baptist 
Church, and his appointment to the charge of the 
small Baptist copgregation at Moulton. But it was 
no lordly living, for his whole salary was only LIG 
per annum. So the shoemaking had still to go on ; 
and he had now more mouths to fill and bodies to 
clothe than his own. While he was not yet twenty 
years of age his master had died, and Carey had 
taken over the business, and had married his late 
master's sister-in-law, a dull commonplace young 
woman, named Dolly Plackett. It was a rash step 
which laid a burden on Carey's life for many years, 
but of which he never complained : for poor Dolly 
Plackett, while quite a suitable wife for one who 
was a country cobbler and nothing more, was 
deplorably unsuitable as a wife for one who was to 
be very much more. Her life had been happier had 
she not married an enthusiast. 

As a change from shoemaking, Carey for a time 
tried schoolmastering, but the experiment failed 
and he returned to his trade. One service however 
his teaching experience did, which proved of much 
value : it. quickened his interest in geography. 
These were the days of exploration and discovery ; 
cooh's voyages was a book that Carey devoured, 
and his interest in the peoples of the world grew 
daily. On the wall of his little workshop he pasted 
a large map ofthe world, made of several sheets fixed 
together, and in each country he jotted down the re- 
sults of his reading,-the approximate population, the 
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language, customs, and religion of the people. So 
the vastness of heathenism came home to him, and 
he awoke to a sense of its terrible need, and of the 
urgent duty which rested on the Christian Church 
to supply that need. The missionary spirit was at 
last born in the heart of one Englishman. 

But how was he to get it born in the hearts of his 
countrymen ? His first attempt was exceedingly dis- 
couraging. At a meeting of ministers of his own 
denomination a t  Northampton, in 1786, he proposed 
that they should discuss this topic: “The  duty of 
Christians to attempt the spread of the Gospel 
among heathen nations”. The very idea of such 
a thing seemed preposterous. “ Young man,” said 
Mr. Ryland, the chairman, “sit down. When God 
pleases to convert the heathen He will do it without 
your aid or mine ; ” and Mr. Fuller, another of those 
present remarked: “If the Lord should make win- 
dows in heaven, might such a thing be ! ” 

Carey was silenced but not convinced.. He held 
on his way, and had the satisfaction of seeing his 
views gradually making an impression. In 1792 he 
published an able pamphlet embodying the result of 
his inquiries into the state of the heathen world, 
a6d giving his convictions as to the “ obligations of 
Christians, to use means for the conversion of the 
Heathens”. In  all the Churches he found some 
readers, and opinions began to be expressed in 
favour of Carey’s position. In his own denomina- 
tion Ryland and Fuller were completely won over, 
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and in the same year, 1792, the decisive step was 
taken. At Northampton at a meeting of ministers, 
Carey preached a memorable sermon from Isaiah 
liv. 2, 3, and unfolded his theme under the two 
heads now historic :- 

‘‘ Expect great thiugs f lom God. 
Attewpt great thiugs for God.” 

At the close of the service it was resolved to 
establish a Missionary Society, for propagating the 
Gospel among the Heathen, and on 2nd October, 
1792, at Kettering, the resolution was carried into 
effect by the formation of the Baptist Missionary 
Society, with Mr. Fuller as secretary. Twelve 
ministers were present, and they there contributed 
the first missionary collection ever taken in Re- 
formed Britain. It amounted to L13 2s. 6d., the first- 
fruits of what has grown to a great harvest. 

Carey offered himself for the work, and declared 
that he was ready to go to whatever part of the 
heathen world the society might choose to send 
him. The South Seas or Western Africa were in 
his mind, but just at the time when his offer was 
made there arrived in England one John Thomas, a 
surgeon who had been in India and had there dofie 
some desultory Christian work among the natives 
of Bengal,-a wayward and erratic man, who .on 
that account had been sent home, but undoubtedly 
devoted. Thomas pressed the claims of India on 
the young society, and offered to return there as 

1 
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Carey’s colleague. His counsel was taken and his 
offer of persona1 service was accepted, unfortunately 
as it proved for some things, but fortunately for 
others. Certainly it was fortunate for India, as but 
for Thomas’s advocacy of her claims she would never 
have enjoyed the priceless services of William Carey. 
At the very outset however Thomas’s connection 
threatened to destroy the whole scheme, for he was 
in a sack of debt and writs were out for his arrest. 
From the Indiaman on which the mission party 
had embarked they were put ashore, as Thomas’s 
creditors threatened to inform on the captain for 
taking missionaries to India without the license of 
the Company. But a Danish ship, bound for India, 
came to th? rescue, and in her the party ultimately 
got off in safety. It was a large party,-Carey and 
his wife, who went most reluctantly, only consenting 
at the very last, her sister, the Carey’s five children, 
and Mr. and Mrs. Thomas,-verily an ilI-assorted 
group such as no missionary society to-day would 
ever dream of sending to India. Yet no party 
has ever sailed from England which has done more 
for India than this party accomplished, and it was 
with a glad heart that Carey found himself at last 
sailing down the Channel, bound for .the Far East. 
The dream of his life was being fulfilled, the dearest 
wish of his heart was being granted; God’s task 
for his Church, so long left undone, was now to be 
begun, and the Church had pledged herself to the 
doing of it. “ I t  is clear,” said Fuller to Carey, 
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‘(that there is a rich mine of gold in India : if you 
will go down, I will hold the ropes.” 

11. 
Calcutta was reached on 10th November, 1793, a 

memorable date for Indian Christianity, but there 
was little sign at first of its epoch-making importance. 
Calcutta, in coming years, was to know intimately 
and value highly the man who landed that day, but 
his missionary apprenticeship had first to be served 
elsewhere. Troubles crowded thick upon Carey 
and his companions as soon as they arrived, not 
from any hostile action of the authorities-they took 
no notice of the new-corners-but from the incom- 
petency of the wayward Thomas, To him had been 
entrusted the meagrely filled purse and the goods 
whose’sale was expected to support the little band, 
but he proved a miserable financier. The  little 

nothing, and Carey found himself and his large family 
of dependants face to face with dire poverty,-a con- 
dition which was rendered still harder by the re- 
proaches of his wife and sister-in-law. For shelter 
they were indebted to a wealthy Hindu who put a 
small house at their disposal, and in spite of illness 
and want Carey set himself to continue the study of 
Bengali, which he had begun with Thomas on the 
voyage. But the material needs of the family could 
not be satisfied in that way, and hearing that there 
was land to be had in the Soondarbuns south-east 
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money was squandered, the goods realised almost I 
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of Calcutta, the family migrated to that pestilential 
feverish district. There Carey built huts and began 
to practise agriculture, and, as was ever his way, put 
as brave a face on things as he could. Writing to 
Mr. Fuller, the secretary, he says :- 

“ Wild hogs and deer and fowl are to be procured with the 
gun, and must supply us with a considerable portion of our food. 
I find an inconvenience in having so much of my time taken 
up in procuring provisions and cultivating my little farm. But 
when my house is buiIt I shall have more leisure thanat present, 
and have daily opportunities of conversing with the natives and 
pursuing the work of the Mission. . . . My health was never 
better. The climate though hot is tolerable : but attended as 
I am with difficulties, I would not renounce my undertaking 
for all the world.” I 

He was a brave soul, but the Soondarbuns would 
quickly have ended him. Happily for India an old 
friend of Thomas’s came to the rescue,-one of the few 
good results that flowed from the connection. This 
was Mr. Udny, a well-to-do Government servant, who, 
as was the custom in those days, carried on several 
private ventures of his ownin addition to performing 
his official duties, One of these ventures was an 
indigo factory at Madnabati, in the Malda district, 
and learning through Thomas of Carey and his 
need, Mr. Udny offered him the managership of the 
factory on a monthly salary of 200 rupees, with full 
liberty to carry on his missionary work as well. 

Quotations of missionaries’ words, in this and the subsequent two 
chapters, save where otherwise indicated, are from the Biographies 
by Dr. Geo. Smith, 
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Carey joyfully accepted, and for five years (1795- 
1800) Madnabati was his home. 

It was not a healthy locality : one of his children 
died, his wife developed a tendency to mania which 
grew steadily worse, and all suffered from fever, 
but in these five years was laid the foundation on 
which Carey’s later successes were built. Here 
he got to the heart of Hinduism in a manner he 
never would have done in semi-Europeanised Cal- 
cutta. In that close touch with the natives, which 
district-work pre-eminently secures, he learned to 
know them thoroughly, acquired an excellent lmow- 
ledge of their language as well as facility in its use, 
and gained an intimate understanding of the Hindu 
religion. The factory duties were faithfully done, 
but he found time for persistent and extensive mis- 
sionary work as well. A school was opened, re- 
gular preaching tours were held through a district 
twenty miles square, in which were some two 
hundred villages, and most important of all, the 
Bible was translated into Bengali. A’t this Carey 
worked steadily and by the end of the third year 
the translation was completed. This study of Ben- 
gali led him to see the need of mastering Sanskrit, 
and his delight over the treasures which were thus 
opened to him reveal the scholar-soul. Writing to 
Ryland in 1796 he says :- 

“I  have read a considerable part of the Mahabarata, written 
in most beautiful language and much upon a par with Homer : 
and if it was, like his Iliad, only considered as a great effort of 
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human genius, I should think it one of the first productions 
in the world : but alas 1 it is the ground of faith to millions of 
the simple sons of men, and as such must be held in the utmost 
abhorrence.” 

In 1799, Mr. Udny sold his factory and retired to 
England, but Carey was now able out of his savings 
to buy the small out-factory of Kidderpore, and by 
means of this he hoped to support the mission. An 
old printing press was bought, wherewith to print 
his Bible. More colleagues from home were asked 
for, and the pioneer dreamed hopeful dreams of 
Madnabati as a great missionary centre, from which 
the truth would radiate through Bengal. A mis- 
sionary brotherhood was his idea, or, seeing that 
the married state was recommended, one should 
rather say a missionary communistic settlement. In 
view of subsequent happenings Carey’s earliest 
sketch of what he aimed at is of special interest. 
To Fuller he wrote:- 

“1 now propose to you what I would recommend to the 
Society: you will find it similar to what the Moravians do. 
Seven or eight families can be maintained for nearly the same 
expense as one, if this method be pursued, I then earnestly 
entreat the Society to set their faces this way, and send out 
more missionaries. lire ought to be given seven or eight 
families together : and it is absolutely necessary for the wives 
of missionaries to be as hearty in their work as their husbands. 
Our families should be considered nurseries for the mission : 
and among us should be a person capable of teaching school, 
so as to educate our children. I recommend all living to- 
gether in a number of little straw houses, forming a line or 
square, and of having nothing of our own, but all general 
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stock. One or two should be elected stewards to preside over 
all the management, which should, with respect to eating, 
drinking, worship, learning, preaching, excursions, etc., be 
reduced to fixed rules.” 

The dream was to be realised, but not at Madnabati, 
for events now happened which changed the mis- 
sion’s location and destiny. 

Carey’s example in journeying forth to India, to 
do battle in the name of the Lord with the serried 
might of Hinduism, hqd lit the missionary fire in 
Britain, and his letters home during these five years, 
widely circulated as they had been, had fanned the 
fire into a blaze. The old apathy as CO missions 
had at last begun tolvanish, every Church in Britain 
was now developing some missionary spirit, and in 
bringing to pass this momentous change the main 
instrument had been William Carey. 

“ The eyes of the religious world are upon you,” wrote 
Fuller to him in I 799, your undertaking with that of your 
dear colleague has provoked many. The spirit of Missions is 
gone forth. I wish it may never stop till the Gospel is sent 
into all the world.” 

In the same year the glad word came to Carey that 
four new missionaries had arrived in India to assist 
him in his work. But it was accompanied by grave 
tidings which showed that the East India Company 
was taking fright at the uprising missionary spirit in 
England, and that its officers in India were to change 
their indifference into hostility, The four mission- 
aries had indeed arrived, in an American ship which 
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anchored in the Hooghly opposite Calcutta, but the 
authorities declined to allow them to land, and had 
warned them that any attempt on their part so to 
do would lead to their deportation. I t  was a dire 
dilemma, though not altogether unforeseen. Prior 
to their departure from England the missionaries had 
received from Charles Grant, the leading director of 
the Company and a staunch friend of missions, the 
counsel on which they now promptly acted. “ Do 
not land at Calcutta,” he advised, but at Serampore, 
and there, under the protection of the Danish flag, 
arrange to join Mr. Carey.” Slipping quietly over- 
board, the missionaries got off in two small boats, 
and sailing up the river reached in safety the fifteen- 
mile-distant port of Serampore. From Colonel 
Bie, the Danish Governor, they received a cordial 
welcome, and the assurance of his protection. He 
was an old friend of Schwartz, whom he had known 
and valued at Tranquebar, and well it was for the 
missionary cause that at this critical moment he was 
the man in authority at Serampore. Colonel Bie is 
the living link between Schwartz and Carey, between 
the apostles of the South and North, and his service 
was of the utmost moment. Lord Wellesley, the 
Governor of Bengal, demanded that the missionaries 
be sent to Calcutta for deportation to England, but 
Colonel Bie resolutelydeclined : and when Lord Wel- 
lesley found that insistence on his demand would 
result in international trouble with Denmark and 
possibly also with America, he cooled down and let 

. 
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the matter drop, But this decided the future locality 
of the mission. Madnabati, being in Bengal, was im- 
possible, and reluctantly Carey recognised this. His 
five years’ home was broken up, his factory sacrificed, 
his developing work forsaken, and he and his moved 
to the Danish settlement of Serampore, on 10th 
January, 1800, there to begin with his new colleagues 
the most far-reaching missionary enterprise that India 
yet had seen. 

111. 

The strength and success of the Serampore Mission 
lay primarily in its personnel. Of the four new 
arrivals two bore names destined to be known and 

. honoured in future generations wherever Carey’s 
name should be familiar, for along with him they 
formed the immortal Trio of Serampore-Carey, 
Marshman and Ward. What the others, Grant and 
Brunsdon, might have become cannot be told, for 
they were early cut off by death, but the two who 
survived were men singularly well adapted to the 
special needs of the hour. WiZZiam Ward was a 
skilled printer and an erstwhile editor of the Derby 
Mercury, a man of keen intelligence, practical skill, 

, and wide outlook. Joshua Alarskman, formerly a 
successful teacher in a Bristol school, was a man of 
culture as well as of evangelical zeal. Seldom has 
a mission been blessed with so perfect a combination 
of workers, men with talents widely different but 
remarkably suited to the varied lines of work that 
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lay ahead, and in spirit forming an unbroken unity. 
From the very first the three drew to each other, and 
a bond of brotherhood was formed which was broken 
oniy by death. 

To,understand the mode of life which they adopted, 
it is necessary to keep in mind the lines laid down by 
the home organisers of the mission. Perforce, as 
well as of choice, the expenses of the missionaries 
had to be restricted to the lowest possible figure, for 
the grants promised from the Society were pitifully 
small,-only g360 a year for all the six families. 
During the first three years of their residence in 
India, Carey and his companions received in all only 
g200 from home ; the missionaries being supposed not 
only to preach the Gospel, but also as far as possible 
to support themselves. “Apostolic ” lines were to be 
followed, to a degree which to-day few if any missions 
think advisable, and just asSt. Paul laboured at tent- 
making that he might be burdensome to none, so did 
these missionaries seek to free the Society at home 
from the burden of their support. Hence the farm- 
ing in the Soondarbuns, hence the indigo factory at  
Madnabati, and hence the practice of more than 
Spartan economy. Simplicity of living was a sheer 
necessity, and by adopting the Moravian Brotherhood 
system, as sketched in advance by Carey, they sought 
to reduce expenses to a minimum. 

A week after Carey arrived in Serampore a large 
house was bought, and there the six families settled 
down to live together. They dined at  a common 

’ 



308 THE APOSTLES O F  INDIA [CHAP. 

table, a common purse held all their store, and a spirit 
of brotherly peace pervaded the whole company, with 
indeed one sad exception, for poor mad Mrs. Carey 
had to be secluded in her own apartment. An ex- 
tract from Ward’s diary gives us a glimpse of the 
simplicity and thoroughness of this common life :- 

(r This week we have adopted a set of rules for the govern- 
ment of the family, All preach and pray in turn : one superin- 
tends the affairs of the family for a month and then another : 
Brother Carey is treasurer and has the regulation of the medicine 
chest : Brother Fountain is librarian. Saturday evening is de- 
voted to adjusting differences and pledging ourselves to love one 
another. One of our resolutions is that no one of US do 
engage in private trade, but that all be done for the benefit of 
the mission.” 

The domestic arrangements being completed, the 
missionary duties of the staff were in like manner 
planned and apportioned, when Carey’s methodical 
mind and sound judgment came well in evidence. 
His own chief work was that of Bible translation : 
Ward took in hand the printing press and very soon 
the first Bengali Gospel was produced : Marshman 
gave himself to the study of the vernacular and the 
oversight of native schools. But in his case his special 
previous training suggested another outlet for his 
energy, and in 1800 he and his able like-minded wife, 
Hannah Marshman, opened a boarding and day school 
for European children. It met a want which had 
long been felt by the Europeans in Calcutta, and 

Marshman’s Academy ” was quickly crowded with 

I 
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pupils, the financial profit averaging for many years 
it; I ooo annually. 

On Carey too fortune began to 'smile. Lord 
Wellesley, the Governor-General, was then engaged 
in his great scheme of establishing a college in 
Calcutta, for the training of the young civilians who 
came out to India. Quite unfit many of these were 
for the important duties into which they were 
immediately launched, and Lord Wellesley by this 
college sought to provide a three years' training 
in things Indian ,-Orien tal languages, laws, and 
customs. It was an excellent step,' and resulted in 
a greatly increased efficiency in the civilian officers 
of Government, but it was no easy matter to furnish 
the college with a competent professorial staff. No 
post was more important than the professorship of 
Bengali, but the only qualified European who could 
be found for it was the humble missionary of 
Serampore, William Carey, and to him it was offered. 
Carey accepted it, with a hesitancy and a humble 
distrust of his own capabilities very characteristic 
of the man. Writing to Dr. Kyland in 1801 he tells 
how the step was decided on:- 

'' To my great surprise I was asked to undertake the Bengali 
Professorship. One morning a letter from Mr. Brown came 
inviting me to cross the water, to have some conversation with 
him upon this subject. I had but just time to call our brethren 
together, who were of opinion that, for several reasons, I ought 
to accept it, provided it did not interfere with the work of the 
mission. I also knew myself to be incapable of filling such 
a station with reputation and propriety. I, however, went 
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over, and honestly proposed all my fears and objections. Both 
Mr. Brown and Mr. Buchanan (Anglican chaplains) were of 
opinion that the cause of the mission would be furthered by 
i t ;  and 1 was not able to reply to their arguments. I was 
convinced that it might. As to my ability they could not 
satisfy me: but they insisted upon it that they must be judges 
of that. I therefore consented, with fear and trembling. They 
proposed me that day or the next, to the Governor-General, 
who is patron and visitor of the College. They told him that 
I had been a missionary in the country for seven years or more, 
and as a missionary I was appointed to the office.” 

So began the connection of Carey with the college 
which lasted unbroken for thirty years, and proved 
of immense service to the mission in very many 
directions. Of the benefits derived not the least 
was that Carey now became personally known to 
all the best of the Government officials] and by 
his quiet gentlemanly bearing and unusual talents 
gained for himself, and for his work, an appreciation 
that stood the mission in good stead in times of trial. 
His intercourse with Calcutta society, into which 
as a servant of Government he was on official oc- 
casions obliged to enter, was naturally at first no 
small trial to the humble-minded man, whose walk in 
life had hitherto been confined to more lowly circles. 
But holding, as he subsequently wrote, that “a  
gentleman is the next best character after a Christian, 
and the latter includes the former,” he  never erred 
in his social life. A consistent Christian] he was 
always .a gentleman, and never dreamed of turning 
his back upon his honourable though lowly past- 
“ Was not Dr. Carey once a shoemaker ? ” asked a 
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fashionable visitor at Government House one day, 
when Carey was standing near : and Carey himself 
supplied the answer. “ No, sir,” he said, turning 
round and facing the flippant inquirer, “not a shoe- 
maker, only a cobbler.” 

Of much gain too was the rapid and wide advances 
in linguistic studies which his college appoint- ’ 

ment rendered possible, by making them obligatory. 
Bengali, at the time of his appointment, did not 
possess a single prose work : its literature had still 
to be created, and Carey was its prime creator. To 

.him was due the first Bengali grammar, to him a 
succession of works in Bengali first intended for use 
in the college, but rapidly obtaining a wider circula- 
tion, and to him the popularising of Sanskrit by the 
infusion of this classical element into the written 
Bengali of his own and subsequent days. Soon to 
his professorship of Bengali was added the professor- 
ship of Sanskrit, and Carey came to be recognised 
as the leading Oriental scholar of his time in India, 

But most directly serviceable to the mission was 
undoubtedly the large addition to its resources 
which now accrued. Three days in every week 
were spent by Carey in Calcutta, and these over he 
sailed up the river to Serampore to his Bible transla- 
tion and other missionary duties. For this service 
to the Government he received a salary of, at first, 
L600, which soon afterwards was raised to AI 500. 
Funds were therefore ample, and as all went into 
the common purse the mission developments were 
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most materially furthered. It was a glorious exhibi- 
tion of self-sacrifice. The Marshmans retained only 
thirty rupees per month for their private expenses, 
Ward kept twenty rupees, and Carey for himself and 
family retained fifty rupees,-a little more than the 
others in order that he might provide himself with 
suitable apparel for his work in the college, and for 
his official appearances at Government House. It 
has been calculated that from first to last, Carey’s 
contributions amounted to over 646,000, while from 
the Society at home the donations in the same period 
did not reach jc;zooo. The Serampore Mission has. 
left many lessons for later missionary enterprise, and 
one that is writ large, though not usually empha- 
sised, is the exceeding power of the purse and the 
value of large resources in furthering the schemes of 
able and devoted workers. The splendid services 
of the Serampore brotherhood, invaluable for 
the Christianising of India, would never have been 
possible on anything like the same scale, had it not 
been for the money that, through their energy and 
self-sacrifice, was ever at hand to carry out the 
many projects of their fertile minds and devoted 
hearts. Good and faithful missionaries they would 
have been even had their sole support been that 
contributed from home, but Britain would not have 
been stirred by their doings, India would not have 
been startled from her sleep, nor would Christ’s 
Icingdom in India have been largely advanced. The 
%=mpore Mission, expecting great things from 



# .  

IX.] WILLIAM CAREY 313 

God, dared greatly for God, and it was their self- 
earned and self-contributed resources that made it 
possible for the noble workers to give actuality to 
their lofty aims, and achieve the things of which 
their souls had vision. 

IV. 

The work of the mission was niany-sided, and 
will be best realised by forsaking now the strict 
chronological order, and considering the leading 
lines on which it developed. In  several of the 
developments Carey’s colleagues shared equally 
with himself, but in others the progress was more 
peculiarly the result of Carey’s own individuality 
and work. 

In direct Evangelistic Work the Brotherhood were 
all alike active, but the soil was exceptionally hard. 
Lower Bengal, then as now, was a stronghold of 
Hinduism. The vastness of the population made a 
few individual conversions of little avail as a lever 
for moving the whole, while the prestige of the 
province throughout India owing to its geograph- 
ical position, and the firm hold of Hinduism upon its 
favoured people, were strong impediments to the 
progress of Christianity. Were they not the be- 
loved of the gods, for did not Mother Ganga flow 
through their land, laving their fields with her 
sacred water? Carey laboured in India for seven 
years without making a single convert, yet his faith 
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never failed, God’s time had not come, but come 
it would, if only His servants kept true. And it came. 
In the end of 1800, a carpenter, Krishna Chandra 
Pal, a guru in his own sect, happened to fall and 
dislocate his arm when he was near the mission 
house. Thomas was called and went to his aid, and 
thus began an intercourse with the mission that 
soon culminated in the first conversion. .Writing 
of it afterwards, Chandra Pal, by that time become 
the first native Christian minister in Calcutta, told 
the decisive act that marked his separation from the 
old ways :- 

“One day Dr. Thomas asked me whether I understood 
what I heard from Mr. Ward and Mr. Carey. I said I under- 
stood that the Lord Jesus Christ gave his life up for the salva- 
tion of sinners, and that I believed it : and so did my friend 
Gokool. . Dr. Thomas said, ‘Then I call you, bmther I-come 
and let us eat together in love’. At this time the table was 
set for luncheon, and all the missionaries and their wives, and 
I, and Goltool sat down and ate together.”. 

It was a momentous step. The whole town was, 
horrified. That Hindus should break their caste in 
this way was not to be tolerated, and a mob carried 
the two rash misguided men to the Governor. But 
Colonel Bie in place of blame, gave unstinted praise 
to the two for the moral courage they had shown 
in being true to their convictions, And SO the tide 
was left free to flow. Icrishna Pal was baptized 
along with Carey’s son Felix, and his family soon 
followed. Then came a Mohammedan, and a little 
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later the first Brahman convert Krishna Prasad, a 
fine young man who later became an able minister 
to his own countrymen. The infant Church was 
thus being formed of very diverse elements, but from 
the beginning Carey and his colleagues made it 4ear  
that in the Church of Christ social cleavages cease, 
for there all are brethren one of another. The note 

, of Caste, which had worked such harm to the Church 
in Southern India, was in Bengal rigorously ex- 
cluded. By this stringency growth was made much 
slower, but the healthiness and stability of the 
organism were ensured. 

By the year I 8 10 there 
had been 300 baptisms, and every successive year 
saw an increase. In quality it may be doubted if, 
apart from the absence of caste evils, the general 
standard of Christian knowledge and life equalled 
that of the Church of Schwartz. The conditions as 
to baptism were less‘stringent, and the preliminary 
training less thorough. 

We think it right,” wrote Carey, U to make allowances for 
ignorance and for a state of mind produced by a corrupt 
superstition. We therefore cannot think of demanding from 
them, previous to baptism, more than a profession of depend- 
ence on Christ from a knowledge of their need of Him, and 
submission to Him in all things.’’ 

As to the quality of the converts Carey has some 
very frank words :- 

.“ Soinetimes we have to rebuke them sharply : sometimes 
to expostulate : sometimes to entreat : and often after all to 

Yet growth was manifest. 
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carry them to the throne of grace, and to pour out our 
complaints before God.” 

But there were many others of a stronger type, 
whose growing faith and steadfastness were a joy 
to their teachers; and as the years went on the 
Church grew in spiritual depth and also in numbers. 
Not however to any great things in Serampore 
itself: the chief extensions were further afield. In 
course of time Serampore became the central of five 
fields-Bengal, Burma, Orissa, Bhootan, and Hindo- 
stan-the five constituting what was termed “The 
United Missions in India”, By 1817 the staff of 
workers numbered thirty, of whom nine were from 
England, nine were Europeans or Eurasians trained 
locally by the mission, and twelve were native 
evangelists and ministers. These last were held by 
Carey to be the most important of all. In the dili- 
gence with which a native ministry was provided 
he was far ahead of Schwartz and the Southern 
Mission, and set an example which later missions 
frequently have failed to follow. 

“ W e  have availed ourselves,” he wrote, (‘of the help of the 
native brethren ever since we had one who dared to speak in 
the name of Christ, and their exertions have chiefly been the 
immediate means by which our Church has been increased.” 

Of the many fields thus occupied through the 
enterprise and by the financial aid of the redoubtable 
three, all save one have ever since been the scene 

. of aggressive and progressive Christian work. 
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From Bhutan alone had the mission ultimately to 
withdraw. 

Side by side with this direct evangelistic work 
there was prosecuted a rapidly ex tending Educational 
enterprise, to which Carey attached great import- 
ance, and which attained remarkable proportions. 
In i ts  fullest development it embraced three distinct 
departments, the Vernacular Schools, the Serampore 
College, and the Missionary Training Institute 
which was included in the college. Carey's early 
experiment in vernacular school work at Madnabati 
had convinced him of the extreme utility of this form 
of work, and when the richer resources and wider 
field of Serampore confronted him the experiment 
was repeated a hundred-fold. By the year 1818 
the mission possessed 126 vernacular schools, with 
10,000 pupils, all receiving an elementary education 
and also simple continuous instruction in the Chris- 
tian religion and general morality. These schools, 
widely taken advantage of by the natives, were the 
very base of the mission's operations. Without 
them, wrote the missionaries :- 

I '  The whole plan must have been nipped in the bud, since if 
the natives had not cheerfully sent. their children, everything else 
would have been useless. But the earnestness with which they 
have sought these schools exceeds everything we have previ- 
ously expected. We are still constantly importuned for more 
schools, although we have long gone beyond the extent of our 
funds." 

. 
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In thus fostering elementary education and com- 
bining it with systematic religious instruction, the 
Serampore missionaries were only following a line 
approved and practised by both Ziegenbalg and 
Schwartz ; but when Higher Education was simi- 
larly linked with religious instruction, there was 
begun in India a line of missionary activity alto- 
gether new, one which touched different strata of 
Indian life and thought, and was destined to accom- 
plish marvellous things, The Serampore College I 

would probably have appeared in due course, as 
the natural crown to the steadily developing edu- 
cational work of a lower grade, but the actual time 
of its establishment was in some measure due to 
the changed policy of the East India Company in 
the matter of educating the people of India. In 
1813, when the Company’s charter had been re- 
newed, a clause had been inserted providing for the 
expenditure of LIO,OOO annually for developing 
native literature and fostering native education. I t  
was intended, by those who secured the insertion 
of the clause, as a counterpoise to the other more 
famous clause that secured free entry for the mis- 
sionary into India, but its beneficial effect, even 
from a Christian point of view, has been undoubted. 
At first, however, the anti-missionary origin of the 
grant appeared, by the money being used to create 
and foster a Hindu College in Calcutta. Carey’s 
Serampore College, established in 1821, furnished a 
counterpoise to this. The college was planned on 
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a large scale, both archi tecturally and educationally, 
and remains to-day a noble testimony to the high 
ideals of the dauntless three. Its cost, L15,000, 
was defrayed by themselves, the outcome of cease- 
less labour and self-denial: and the curriculum 
provided was worthy of the building. The study 
of English and the classical Oriental languages 
occupied a prominent place, and to these were 
added such subjects as Science, History, and 
Philosophy. A chair of Medicine was endowed by 
the Governor-General, and the college was raised 
to university rank by the King of Denmark em- 
powering it to confer degrees. Students of all 
classes and religions were welcomed, but there was 
no dubiety as to the missionary aim pervading the 
whole institution. It opened in 1821 with thirty- 
seven students,-nineteen native Christians, and 
eighteen Hindus,-and though at no time were the 
enrolments really large, yet the college served well 
the threefold aim its founder had in view. What 
this was is stated by Carey himself in a weighty 
letter to the Home Committee written in 1827 :- 

('Of the three objects connected with the College, the 
education of non-resident heathen students, the education of 
resident Christian students, and the preparation of m'ission- 
aries from those born in the country, the first is not 
strictly a missionary object : the two latter are intimately con- 
nected with the progress of the good cause. The preparation 
of missionaries in the country was not so much recommended 
as enfoyced by the great expense which attends the dispatch of 
niissionaries from Europe. . . The education of the 
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increasing body of Native Chlristiam likewise, necessarily 
became a matter of anxiety. Nothing could be more distressing 
than the prospect of their being more bacltward in mental 
pursuits than their heathen neighbours. The planting of the 
Gospel in India is not likely to be accomplished by the eser- 
tions of a few missionaries in solitary and barren spots in the 
country, without the aid of some well-digested plan which may 
consolidate the missionary enterprise, and provide for the 
mental and religious cultivation of the converts. If the body 
of native Christians required an educational system, native 
ministers, who must gradually take the spiritual conduct of 
that body, demanded pre-eminent attention, . . . We 
cannot discharge the duty we owe as Christians to India, 
without some plan for combining in the converts of the new re- 
ligion, and more especially in its ministers, the highest moral re- 
finement of the Christian character, and the highest attainable 
progress in the pursuits of the mind.” 

Sound counsel this for to-day, as well as for a 
hundred years ago. 

In fostering the evangelistic and educational de- 
velopments of the mission all three workers took 
an active share, but in two remaining activities, now 
to be noted, the chief part was played by Carey 
alone. Of these, one was the removal, or the 
abatement, of some of the more flagrant evils asso- 
ciated with popular Hinduism : in securing this we 
see Carey as a Social Reformer. Hinduism as now 
seen in India differs widely from the presentation 
of its life on which Carey looked. Those features 
which then struck horror to the heart of every mis- 
sionary, and of every European until familiarity be- 
gat indifference, have since been swept away with a 
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strong hand, never to return. But a hundred years 
ago suttee, infanticide and other social tragedies 
were everywhere prevalent, and the Government did 
not dare to raise a hand or speak a word against 
them. But from the date of his arrival Carey never 
ceased to protest against their continuance, under 
the rule of a Christian Power. In 1799 he had 
seen one widow burned by the side of. her dead 
husband, held down in the flames by the pressure 
of bamboos, and the horror of the sight never 
left him. He had to witness many such scenes, 
but after thirty years his representations, along 
with those of others, were successful, and in 1829 
Lord William Bentinck, then the Governor-Gen- 
eral, issued the decree which forbade suttee for ever 
in British India. Carey was then the Government 
translator, and when the order reached him it 
happened to be a Sunday. But off went his coat 
and he set to work. “ N o  church for me to-day,” 
he exclaimed, ‘la day’s delay may cost the lives of 
more widows ! ” That very night the translation 
was in the printer’s hands and ready for circulation, 
and. thus terminated a practice, which, in British 
India alone, had caused an annual holocaust of 
over one thousand women’s lives. Other notorious 
tragic abuses had been earlier ended,-the crime of 
infanticide committed by hundreds of Hindu mothers 
every year, as they cast their children into the holy 
Ganges, and the self-immolation of fanatics crushed 
to death under the wheels of the car of Juggernaut, 

31 
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-and in each case their termination owed much to 
the persistent representations of the philanthropic 
missionary of Serampore. 

But Carey's greatest work has still to be men- 
tioned, his Translations of the Bible. A true Protes- 
tant, he held the Bible to be the best of mission- 
aries, and amid his many duties he ever placed 
first the duty of translating the Bible into the 

' languages of the people, and then circulating it 
to do its blessed work. His natural talent for 
languages helped him greatly, but without his in- 
domitable industry, and systematic husbanding of 
every moment of his time, the talent would never 
have borne such bountiful interest. Even so his 
language record is amazing. Carey himself as- 
cribed much to his knowledge of Sanskrit, that 
language forming the basal element in many others, 
and giving him, as he said, the meaning of four out 
of every five words in the principal Indian tongues. 

'' The peculiar grammar of any one of these may be acquired 
in a couple of months, and then the language lies open to the 
student. The knowledge of four words in five enables him to 
read with pleasure, and renders the acquisition of the few new 
words, as well as the idiomatic expressions, a matter of delight 
rather than of labour." 

This may be the judgment of an enthusiast as well 
as of a most rare scholar, yet it explains in some 
measure the remarkable achievements of the writer. 
With God's help, he resolved to translate the Bible 
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into every one of the principal languages of India, 
and so make i t  an open book to the whole land. 
That resolution he kept ; and in the keeping of it he 
was ably seconded by Ward, who was as zealous in 
printing the Bible as Carey was in translating it. 
“To give to a man a New Testament who never 
saw it, who has been reading lies as the Word of 
God: to give him these everlasting lines which 
Angels would be glad to read-this, this is my 
blessed work.’’ So  Ward wrote of his work to a 
friend in Hull, and it shows the man. Carey him- 
self was not more earnest. 

By 1811 there were nineteen printing presses a t  
work, resulting in a steady stream of Biblical and 
religious literature in the vernaculars. In the follow- 
ing year a sore check was given through the destruc- 
tion by fire of the printing establishment-the most 
serious loss of all being many of Dr. Carey’s manu- 
scripts,-but the loss turned out for the furtherance 
of the cause. Sympathisers in India and in Britain 
poured in their offerings, and the work was resumed 
on a greater scale than ever. 

In all, thirty-six translations of the Bible in whole 
or  in part issued from the Serampore Press in Carey’s 
time. Of these the Bengali, Hindi, Marathi and 
Sanskrit versions were wholly the work of Carey ; 
others such as  the Hindustani, Persian and Tamil 
he edited ; and still others were the work of sym- 
pathetic fellow-labourers enlisted by Carey in this 
most splendid endeavour of his life. A glimpse of 



324 T H E  APOSTLES OF INDIA [CHAP. 

his busy life and his constantly widening outlook is 
given by a quotation from a letter sent to Dr. Ryland 
in January, 1808 :- 

“Last year may be reckoned among the most important 
which this mission has seen-not for the numbers converted 
among the natives, for they have been fewer than in some pre- 
ceding years, but for the gracious care which God has exercised 
towards us. We have been enabled to carry on the translation 
and printing of the Word of God in several languages. The 
printing is now going on in six, and the translation into six 
more, The Bengali is all printed except from Judges vii. to 
the end of Esther ; Sanskrit New Testament to Acts xxvii. ; 
Orissa to John xxi. ; Mahratta, second edition, to the end of 
Matthew ; Hindostani (new version) to Mark v. ; and Matthew 
is begun in Goojarati. The translation is nearly carried to the 
end of John in Chinese, Telinga, Kurnata and the language of 
the Seeks. I t  is carried on to a pretty large extent in Persian, 
and begun in Burman. The whole Bible was printed in Malay 
at Batavia some years ago. The whole is printed in Tamil, and 
the Syrian Bishop at Travancore is now superintending a trans- 
lation from Syriac into Malagala. I learned this week that 
the language of Kashmeer is a distinct language.” 

v 

It hardly needs to be said that the translations 
thus rapidly carried through were not perfect. 
Carey never supposed they were, but their value in 
themselves, and also as foundations for more perfect 
work in subsequent years, was priceless. In each 
new edition as it came out Carey himself revised and 
improved the former renderings, his very last work 
being to revise the eighth editionof his Bengali New 
Testament. “ Then,” writes Dr. George Smith, his 
biographer, the venerable scholar, like Columba at  
Iona over the seventy-second Psalm, and Bede at 
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Jarrow over the sixth chapter of St. John’s Gospel, 
said as he corrected the last sheet-the last after 
forty years’ faithful and delightful toil--“ My work is 
done, I have nothing more to do, but to wait the will 
of the Lord ”. 

V. 
In the truly gigantic work which has been sketched, 

unparalleled in India for far-reaching influence, it is 
Carey the missionary who challenges and receives 
our unmeasured admiration, but of equal excellence 
was Carey the man, and his career abounded in 
experiences calculated to test his personal worth. 
For brevity’s sake, in telling of the remarkable pro- 
gress made by the mission along the various lines 
of work, we have had to pass over the many obstacles 
which had to be overcome, and in overcoming which 
the deepest qualities of the worker were tested. 
Yet these obstacles were both serious and numer- 
ous. There were times when the Government in 
Calcutta developed an an ti-missionary energy which 
threatened to destroy entirely the mission work. 
Especially was this the case for some years after 
the ‘‘ Vellore Mutiny” in 1806-wrongly deemed to 
be a result of Christian missions, though no mission 
existed at the place, but the Government, never- 
theless, became nervously suspicious of all active 
Christian propaganda and sought to stifle it. Mis- 
sionaries on arriving at Calcutta were shipped home 
again ; all missionary preaching in Calcutta was pro- 
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hibited ; and a strong effort was made to silence the 
mission press at Serampore, and have it removed to 
Calcutta to be worked under a Government censor- 
ship. That calamity was averted by the resolution 
of the Danish Governor, so often in those days the 
mission’s guardian angel. Then too there came a 
time of financial anxiety. The Government College 
at Fort William had its expenses cut down. Carey’s 
salary Was reduced to half: and a t  last the college 
was closed altogether. And, hardest of all his trials, 
there came a time in Carey’s old age when as the 
tried friends of the mission in England passed away, 
Ryland, Fuller and others, new men arose who 
knew not Carey, who gave ear to faulty criticism 
passed by inexperienced new arrivals on the field, 
and who questioned and judged and rebuked where 
they had neither the necessary knowledge nor the 
necessary right. I t  was a bitterly painful episode 
in the mission’s history and cut Carey and his com- 
rades to the quick. Nothing ended it until they 
separated themselves and their mission from the 
home Society, and pursued their work on their 
own lines as an independent mission. But through 
all these trials Carey never wavered in his course, 
nor flinched from a duty because of hurtful criticism. 
He  knew his work to be of God, and he did it, 
quietly and steadily, exercising a uniform gentle 
courtesy to all men that made him universally be- 
loved. 

Very charming are some of the glimpses we get of 
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him in his home, especially during the thirteen 
years of his second marriage. Poor mad Mrs. Carey 
died in 1807, and after some time Carey married 
again, his second wife being a lady of widely dif- 
ferent origin and nature. She was Lady Kumohr, 
the daughter of a German countess, and more or 
less of an invalid, who had come to India in search 
of health and in a modified degree had found it. 
Intelligent and well read, of high culture and sweet 
disposition, as well as .sincerely devout, the little 
invalid wife made an ideal companion for the gentle 
scholar, and their married life of thirteen years was 
one of rare happiness. 

With the exception of his domestic joys Carey had 
one, and only one, relaxation from his missionary 
duties-horticulture, He was a keen and distin- 
guished botanist and naturalist, and his botanical 
garden which he laid out at  Serampore, covering 
some five acres and kept with the utmost care, 
became in course of years one of the’ scientific 
treasures in which the Europeans of Calcutta and 
Serampore took special pride. The Agri-Horti-cul- 
tural Society of India owed its existence to Carey, 
and his connection with it brought him into touch 
with learned societies in Britain and elsewhere, from 
which honours flowed thickly upon the humble 
missionary-botanist. 

It is in connection with this phase of his life that 
the only sign is given that affection for the old 
English land never died out of Carey’s heart. I n  
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1820 some English seeds had been sent to him from 
home, and that nothing might be lost the very earth 
in the bag that contained them was shaken out in a 
shady cofner of the garden. 

“ A  few days afterwards,” writes Carey, “ I  found springing 
up, to my inexpressible delight, a ‘ Belli’s perennis ’ of our 
English pastures. I know not that I ever enjoyed, since leaving 
Europe, a pleasure so exquisite as the sight of this English 
daisy afforded me: not having seen one for upwards of thirty 
years, and never hoping to see one again.” 

For fourteen years more, after this touching little 
episode, he lived and toiled. More and more he 
became the revered father of all the missionaries 
who were now in increasing numbers entering India, 
since the Company’s charter no longer gave the au- 
thorities power to exclude them. It was a privi- 
lege to hold fellowship with a leader so honoured, 
and to receive counsel from one so rich in expe- 
rience and in wisdom. How sound, practical, and 
yet lofty and inspiring, was the advice he gave may 
be gathered from one or two extracts from his 
letters and journals. They reveal Carey as the 
Counsellor and Missionay Sage, and are worthy of 
consideration by even the most modern of his suc- 
cessors. 

On the important matter of Zenrfiing the laqptage 
he writes in 1814 to his son Jabez, a missionary to 
the Ma1ays:- 

(‘ Labour incessantly to become a perfect master of the Malay 
language. In  order to do this, associate with the Natives, walk 

b 
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out with them, ask the name of everything you see, and note 
it down : visit their houses, especially when any of them are 
sick. Every night arrange the words you get in alphabetical 
order: Try to talk as you get a few words, and be as much as 
possible one of them. A course of kind and attentive conduct 
will gain their esteem and confidence, and give you an oppor- 
tunity of doing much good.” 

To  two Burmah missionaries, after similar advice, 
he adds :- 

“ As soon as you shall feel your ground well in this language, 
you may compose a grammar and also send us some Scripture 
tract for printing ; small and plain ; simple Christian instruction, 
and Gospel invitation, without anything that can h i t a t e  the 
most superstitious mind.” 

His counsel on missiortary Jinance is always 
timely :- 

(‘ Remember that the money which you will expend is neither 
ours nor yours, for it has been consecrated to God : and every 
unnecessary expenditure will be robbing God, and appropriating 
to unnecessary secular uses what is sacred and consecrated 
to: Christ and his cause. In  building, especially, remember 
that you are poor men, and have chosen a life of poverty and 
self-denial, with Christ and his missionary servants. If another 
person is profuse in expenditure the consequence is small, 
because his property would perhaps fall into hands where 
it might be devoted to the purposes of iniquity : but missionary 
funds are in their very circumstances the most sacred and im- 
portant of anything of this nature on earth.” 

Equally wise is his advice on the delicate matter 
of the missionary irt Society, given to his son Jabez 
in 1813:- 
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“Behave affably and genteelly to all, but not cringingly 
towards any. Feel that you are a man, and always act with 
that dignified sincerity and truth which will command the esteem 
of all. Seek not the Society of the worldly men, but when 
called to be with them act and converse with propriety and 
dignity. To do this labour to gain a good acquaintance with 
history, geography, men and things. A gentleman is the next 
best character after a Christian, and the latter includes the 
former. Money never makes a gentleman, neither does a fine 
appearance, but an enlarged understanding joined to engaging 
msnners.” 

On the greatness of the missionary calling he was 
ever insistent. When his son Felix left the mission 
in Burma to become the British envoy at the Bur- 
mese Court, his father wrote, “Felix is shrivelled 
from a Missionary to an Ambassador,” while to his 
son William a t  another time he wrote :- 

‘‘ Now, dear William, what do we live for but to promote the 
cause of our dear Redeemer in the world? If that be carried on, 
we need not wish for anything more. . . . Indeed, were you 
never to be blessed to the conversion of one soul, still the 
pleasure of labouring in the work of the Lord is greater than 
that of any undertaking in the world, and is of itself sufficient 
to make it the work of our choice.” 

Happy indeed were those missionaries who got 
their first lessons in missions from one at once so 
wise and so devoted. And they knew it, No dif- 
ference of sect stood in the way of the younger 
workers in Calcutta seeking counsel and inspiration 
from the aged leader of them all. David Brown, 
Henry Martyn, and Daniel Corrie, evangelical 
chaplains of the Church of England, were his close 
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and trusted friends. Daniel Wilson, the young Bis- 
hop of Calcutta, was a constant visitor at Seram- 
pore, and of him it is told that when he paid his 
last visit just a little prior to Carey’s death, he 
humbly knelt before the venerable missionary and 
asked his benediction. But of all the visits then 
paid in reverent sympathy, none exceeds in interest 
that of Alexander Duff, the first missionary of the 
Church of Scotland,-the man who in God’s provi- 
dence was to take up the work where Carey laid it 
down, and carry it on a yet further stage. Long 
talks between the two had already taken place, in 
which Carey had bidden Duff “ God speed ” with the 
plans that were maturing in his mind. This time 
the talk had been of Carey’s own life, and when Duff 
said good-bye and was leaving the room, the dying 
saint called him back. (‘ Mr. Duff,’’ he said, “you 
have been speaking about Doctor Carey, Doctor 
Carey; when I am gone say nothing about Doctor 
Carey,-speak about Doctor Carey’s Sazliou~.” It 
was a solemn monition which Duff never forgot. 

The end came slowly on, its approach, from the 
closing months of 1833, being manifest‘ to all. Of 
many treasured incidents of those last days, one 
may be quoted, as unveiling the innermost chamber 
of the soul of a good and humble man. A mis- 
sionary of the London Missionary Society, Mr. 
Gogerly, was visiting him, and after sitting in 
silent awe for half an hour-in the presence of one 
rapidly nearing the Unseen, ventured (though with 
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somewhat doubtful propriety) to ask a question as 
to the feelings of the passing saint in the immediate 
prospect of death. 

“The question,” he afterwards wrote, ‘( roused him from 
his apparent stupor, and opening his languid eyes, he earnestly 
replied : ‘ As far as my personal salvation is concerned, I have 
not the shadow of a doubt : 1 know in Whom I have believed, 
and am persuaded that He is able to keep that which I have 
committed unto Him against that day ; but when I think that 
I am about to appear in the presence of a holy God, and 
remember all my sins and manifold imperfections-I tremble.’ 
He  could say no more. The tears trickled down his cheeks, 
and after a while he relapsed into the same state of silence 
from which I had aroused him.” 

The spirit of 
the faithful worker passed to its Saviour, and in the 
cemetery of Serampore, in the presence of a great 
gathering of all classes, his body was laid to rest. 
Very simple was the service, but so had he requested 
in his will : 

“ I  direct that my funeral be as plain as possible: that I 
be buried by the side of my second wife, Charlotte Emilia 
Carey ; and that the following inscription, and nothing more, 
be cut on the stone which commemorates her, either above 
or below as there may be room :- 

‘ William Carey, born August 17, 1761, died -- 
A wretched, poor, and helpless worm 
On Thy kind arms I fall ’.” 

Humble to the end, and humble all through! 
Yet it was a humility that made for strength, for at 
the end, as at the beginning, and throughout the 
long Years that intervened, it cast him upon God, 

On 9th June, 1834, release came. 
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and in God’s strength he had done marvellous 
things, 

VI. 

There can be no difficulty in assigning Carey his 
place among the apostles of India : he comes jmt. 
Whether the view point. be the home base or the 
foreign field the verdict is the same. Among the 
many great, who have striven to bring home to 
India the love and the power and the dominion of 
Christ, William Carey, in influence and achievement, 
is the greatest. It is not easy to estimate the com- 
parative value to the missionary cause of the service 
he did in the home land, and that which he accom- 
plished in the foreign field: but that both were of 
quite uncommon value is beyond question. 

So far as the former service is concerned, that 
rendered to the missionary cause at  the home base, 
three lines are easily distinguished. One of them 
is peculiar to Carey himself, and marks him off from 
all later missionaries. Those who followed him, 
even the greatest of them, went out at the call of 
the Church, addressed to them either directly or 
indirectly. The Church called and they responded. 
But Carey had to constrain the Church to issue the 
call. His was the impelling force that roused the 
Church from her inertia, and compelled her to see a 
duty of personal service laid upon her by the Christ- 
less condition of the heathen world. So  far as 
Britain is concerned he is the “Father of Modern 
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Missions” in a very literal sense: not merely as 
being the first in an honoured line, but as the God- 
inspired and God-commissioned prophet, who by 
his summons and his example brought the line into 
being. This honour is his alone. 

A second service rendered at  the home base was 
one in which countless missionaries share, only it 
was performed by Carey at a time when it was 
particularly required. By his call to the Church he 
had kindled the missionary fire : but. it was the re- 
markable achievements of himself and his comrades, 
regularly reported and circulated as they were at 
home, that kept the flame alive and fanned it into 
a blaze that has ever since grown greater. The 
words of Fuller already referred to, reflect the 
situation and indicate the service: “Your work is 
a great work, and the eyes of the religious world 
are upon you. Your undertaking has provoked 
many. The spirit of Missions is gone forth, I wish 
it may never stop till the Gospel is sent unto all 
the world.” Church after Church in Britain, and 
beyond it, caught the inspiration from the story 
of the brave workers for Christ in far Bengal, 
and, as the magnitude of the enterprises inaugu- 
rated at Serampore became known and realised, 
men, women, and Churches set themselves to do 
their part in this noble world enterprise for Christ. 
It was the day of the formation of many Missionary 
Societies in Britain which have since done great 
things, and there is not one of them whose forma- 
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tion was not largely stimulated by the work and 
example of William Carey. 

Yet a third service rendered at the home base 
must be mentioned. I t  was in connection with the 
passing of the Missionary clause in the charter 
of the East India Company, as renewed in 1813. 
That clause was the Magna Charta of modern 
Indian Missions, and Carey’s Indian record had 
much to do with its adoption. In Parliament, when 
the clause was under discussion, the old cry of 
“Missions a danger to the peace of India” was 
freely raised. I t  had been .so in 1793, the last 
occasion on which the charter had been renewed, 
and then, despite the evidence to the contrary 
supplied by the work of Schwartz and his fellow- 
labourers, the cry had triumphed. Now the work 
of Carey, an English missionary and in closest 
touch with the British capital of India, gave the 
example of what missions could do or not do for 
the peace and well-being of a country. Carey’s 
name was freely quoted in the debate, his work 
was freely described and characterised by those 
who knew it not, as well as by those who knew 
it well. The men who had seen it on the spot 
and knew the worker testified to its worth, and 
demonstrated without difficulty the utility of the 
missionary and his work. When the vote was taken, 
these things were remembered, and t.he charter 
giving to the Chris&ian missionary free entry into 
British India was granted. 

’ 
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It  is less easy to tabulate the distinctive services 
rendered by Carey in the field : partly because they 
were so numerous and so many-sided as to defy 
condensed description, and partly, too, because later 
missionaries following in his steps have rendered 
services of a similar character, making Carey’s dis- 
tinctiveness lie largely in the priority of his work. 
But one has only to contrast his work with the work 
of Schwartz, under whom Indian Missions reached 
their highest until Carey came, to realise the vast- 
ness of the forward movement initiated a t  Serampore. 
Particularly is this the case along the two lines of 
work to which Carey attached supreme importance,- 
Bible Translation and Christian Education : and to 
these may be added, Christian Literature. Along 
each of these lines the Serampore missionary showed 
an imperial vision and genius and courage. By his 
Bible translations, circulating in forty tongues, by 
the manifold literary productions increasingly is- 
sued,-school books, scientific manuals, religious com- 
pendia, and not least periodical literature,-and by 
the provision of an education calculated to meet 
the demands of the highest grades of cultured Hin- 
du society, Carey touched Hinduism with a wideness 
of reach, and a strong and healthy stimulus, quite 
unapproached by previous workers. He was to be 
followed by a missionary who, along one special 
line, was to probe India yet more deeply, and 
affect one important section of her people yet 
more markedly; but as a centre of far-reaching 

336 . 
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influence, as a pioneer in missionary work along 
many paths, nobly devised and nobly executed, and 
as a Maker of Christian India, William Carey 
holds, and will hold, the premier, place among 
India’s apostles. 

22 


