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PREFACE

I

N 1915 the writer was appointed lecturer on

the Baird Foundation. In normal circumstances the lectures would have been given in
1917, but owing to the war their delivery was
postponed for a year. This volume contains the
lectures as they were read in Glasgow in January
and February 191s. They include, however, a
considerable amount of matter which had to be
omitted then owing to limitations of time.
At present the subject of Immortality is one
which provokes a great deal of interest and discussion, and various books and essays have
appeared dealing with the problem in some of its
aspects. But the present work follows a line of
its own, and this perhaps may serve to justify its
appearance, If the line of thought here developed
should prove suggestive and helpful to those
whom this great theme attracts or perplexes, the
author will feel well rewarded.
G. G.
ST. MARY’SCOLLEGE,ST. ANDRRWS,
April 1919.
V

CONTENTS
CHAPTER I
TIXE PROBLEM O F IhIhfORTALITY : ITS PRESIENT
INTEREST

AN D IBIPORTANCE.

The rise of the problem-The mediwal and the modern
attitude-Evolution and the problem-Failure of the
older proofs-The temper of the age-The present
crisis-The far-reaching importance of the subjectWhat is meant by immortality-Outline of the sub-’
,
sequent treatment

. . . . .

.

PAGES

1-29

CHAPTER I1
THEDEVELOPMENT OF T H E IDEA
Value of the historic method-Problem of origin and
validity-Primitive ideas of the soul-Universal belief
in survival-The abode of spirits of dead-Future
rewards and punishments-Slow growth of ethical
ideas-Part played by Mystery-Religions-Transniigration of souls-Greek and Hindu ideas of metempsychosis
-Evolution of more spiritual conceptions-Suggestive,
, 30-65
ness ofthis development

. . .

.

CHAPTER 111

SCIENCE
AND

THE

PROBLEM
OF IMMORTALITY

Can Science deal with the question ?-Materialism and
Nnt~Iralism-Relation of niental to cerebral processes
-Can organic life be, explained mechanically ?Priority of soul : function and structure-When does
immortality begin ?-Memory not a purely physiological
function-Methods and results of Psychical Research,
66-99
Uncertainty attaching to these results,

.

vii

.

Contents

viii

CHAPTER IV
PHILOSOPHY AND THE PROBLEM
PAGES

Aim and scope of this chapter-Plato’s treatment of the
question-Dualism of Descartes-Theories of Spinoza
and Leibniz-Kant’s criticisms, how far relevantHegel and Lotze-Views: of Ihdley and Bosanquet
-Suggestion of a philosophic basis for doctrine of
immortality-Question of pre-existence-Is memory
essential to immortality ?-The idea of a transfigured
organism-Metaphysics can give no proof of immor10O-Ig;r
tality

. . . . . . . . .
CHAPTER

V

THEETHICAL
ARGUMRNT
FOR IMMORTALITY
Ethics, how far affected by the doctrine-The nature of
the moral proof-The argument based on justicePlato’s contribution to it-Is immanent justice sufficient ?-Argument form the incompleteness of man’s
moral life-Kant’s statement of this argument-The
two arguments tend to coalesce-Various objections
examined-Values and their conservation-The possibility of corporate immortality-Can society be the end
of the individual ?-What the postulate of immortality
148-192
implies

. . . . . . . . .
CHAPTER V I

IMMORTALITY AND THE

RELIGIOUSVIEW OP

THE

WORLD

The ethical postulate leads up to religion-Only an ethical
God can guarantee immortality-The ideas of God and
immortality develop together-Influence of the conception of God‘s transcendence- Immortality in relation to
Pantheism, Pluralism, and Theism-Hebrew religion
and immortality-The Christian religion : Christ’s
statements-The Pauline and Johannine teaching-God
and the nature of man-Problems raised by the traditional eschatology-Faith in the character of God the
final ground of hope,
193-230

. . . . . .

INDEX.

. . . . . . . . . 231-234

