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LECTURE 11. 

THE ROYAL CHAPLAIN. 

Origin of Royal Chaplains-Military Chaplains also “ royal ”- 
The Chapel Royal at Stirling-The Reformation-Transfer 
of the Chapel Royal to Holyrood, Edinburgh-Thc Thistle 
Chapel-Order of the Thistle-Deans of the Thistle and 
Chapel Royal-Union of the Crowns-Queen Victoria and 
Balmoral Castle-Church and State. 

1. 

AT first sight the inclusion of a lecture on the Scottish 
Royal Chaplains might seem inconsistent with a 
series which (as I have already stated) is intended 
to deal with such chaplaincies as are ‘ I  either full- 
time or else involve some considerable expenditure 
of the holder’s energies ” : and are, in addition, 
“ appointed with the Church’s authority.” 

These considerations hardly apply here. His 
Majesty’s Chaplains in Scotland form a very small 
and select body, to which few ministers can ever 
hope to attain. The present “ establishment ” 
consists of the Dean of the Thistle and Chapel 
Royal, the Minister at Crathie (who is Domestic 
Chaplain to the King), and eight other ministers, 
some of whom were added from the side of the former 
United Free Church after the Union of 1929. Their 
appointment, like that of the thirty-six “ Chaplains 
in Ordinary” of the Church of England who 
perform service at St James’s in rotation (with, in 
irddition, Hporary Chaplains and Chaplains of the 
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Household), does not rest with the Church, even if 
one may believe that the advice of its leaders may 
sometimes be sought before such appointments are 
actually made. 

Nevertheless, it is only right and fitting to  
include here the Royal Chaplain, for historical 
reasons. As we saw in our opening lecture, the first 
recorded calpellani served the Kings of France and 
their armies. 

So we must not forget that Military Chaplains 
(to be dealt with separately in our next lecture) are 
also “ royal.’’ Like all other officers in the Navy, 
the Army, and the Air Force, they hold their com- 
missions from the monarch reigning at the time of 
their appointment. On the wall of my study hang 
two framed documents, each signed by the late 
King George V. One, dated 1915, appoints me a 
Second Lieutenant in the Territorial Force (now the 
Territorial Army), and begins : “ We, reposing 
especial Trust and Confidence in your Loyalty, 
Courage, and Good Conduct , . .” The other, 
dated a few years later, is my appointment as an 
Officer in the Royal Army Chaplains Department ; 
but now the formula varies a little : “ We, reposing 
especial Trust and Confidence in your Loyalty, 
Piety, and Good Conduct . , .” While it is doubt- 
less comforting to  know that one’s piety is taken 
for granted in the most exalted circles, it has always 

1 seemed to me a little hard that one’s courage appears 
no longer to be equally assumed I Fortunately the 
record shows that this particular quality in our 
padres needs no such formal attestation. 

Certain Chaplains to  all threc Forces have an 
OVCP better titk to the adjcctivc “ royal.” These 
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are the King’s Honorary Chaplains, who (like other 
Aides-de-camps) mount on their shoulder-straps, 
when in uniform, the Royal Cypher. If ecclesiastic- 
ally robed, they wear, like civilian Royal Chaplains, 
the red cassock, and the badge, which consists of 
the Royal Cypher and Crown within an oval wreath. 
These officers inherit in a rather special sense the 
twofold tradition of St Martin and his cape. 

But I am trespassing on the ground of the next 
lecture, and it is time to  return to our subject proper. 
We have already traced the origin of the word 
caj5ellalzzts to “ the shrine of the cape.” Later, it 
began to be applied to those who had charge of any 
sacred relics. These priests were known also as 
custodes, martyrarii or cztbicularii (1). Thus we 
hear of custos j5alatiw capellcz, to whose care were 
committed the palace-chapel relics. Their chief 
custodian was sometimes called the archicapellalzus. 

The word ‘‘ Chaplain ” thus gradually extended 
its scope to cover practically the duties of a modern 
Court Chaplain. As such, the new office was officially 
recognised by the Church. The clerics so desig- 
nated were often bishops and other high dignitaries. 
In France, for example, the Archchaplain was 
Grand Almoner (a practice, incidentally, later intro- 
duced into Scotland, and continued there long after 
the Reformation). Both in France and in the Holy 
Roman Empire he also acted as Chancellor of the 
Realm. 

We see a similar development in the word 
“ chapel.” First, it becomes any sanctuary con- 
taining relics : later, it signifies what is also called 
an ‘‘ oratory,” especially one attached to a palace 
or private dwelling-house, A good illustratian of 
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this process is provided by the Sainte-Chapelle, that 
perfect gem of Gothic architecture so familiar to all 
who visit Paris. This was originally the ancient 
palace-chapel erected by St Louis to  house the 
Crown of Thorns and other relics (now transferred 
to Notre Dame). But it also served as the Chapel 
Royal, the place of worship within his palace. In  
1431 the latter became the Palais de Justice, so that 
the only religious service now celebrated in the 
Sainte-Chapelle is the Mass of the Holy Ghost, 
which marks the annual reopening of the French 
law-courts after their autumn vacation. 

In rnedizval times, Christian monarchs had not 
only their official spiritual advisers, but also their 
domestic confessors, who served the palace oratories. 
This twofold distinction, as we have just seen, holds 
in Scotland to the present day. 

11. 

While there were doubtless Scottish Royal Chap- 
lains from very early times, we find little that can 
be historically attested until the foundation of the 
Chapel Royal at Stirling (2). Mr Stair-Kerr claims 
that the original building was erected by a certain 
" Monenna or Modwenna, a high-born saint of 
Ireland." We arc on surer ground when we come 
to  1120. In that year King Alexander I., who 
made the Castle of Stirling his favourite residence, 
granted to the town a charter of incorporation and, 
at the same time, founded a chapel on the castle 
rock in memory of his mother, St Margaret, attach- 
ing it to the Abbey of Dunfermline, with which she 
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had been so closely associated. During the reign of 
King David I. this chapel is said to have been 
dedicated to St Malachy, an Irish saint who here 
healed the King's son, Prince Henry. As we know 
that there was a later dedication to  St Michael, it is 
possible that there may be a confusion of names. 

In  1422, during the regency of the Duke of Albany, 
the chapel was renovated, or rather rebuilt. Fifty 
years later it underwent an even more ambitious 
restoration, under the direction of King James 111. 
From being a small, humble, and unpretentious 
foundation, served by a single Chaplain whose 
princely remuneration was seven pounds Scots per 
annum, it was now enlarged at great expense, not 
only tt, serve, as in the past, for a Chapel Royal, 
but also a School of Music. As an endowment the 
King attached to it the revenues of Coldingham 
Priory (now the Parish Church of Coldingham). 
Although this was done with the approval of both 
Pope and Parliament, the Homes and Hepburns 
fiercely resisted the royal decree ; and, in the ensuing 
civil war, James was killed at  the Battle of Sauchie 
Bridge, 1488. 

His son, King James IV., had, like Absalom, 
taken the side of his father's enemies. Lindesay of 
Pitscottie, describing his remorse, says that the 
King remained awhile in the Castle of Stirling, and 
daily passed to the Chapel Royal, where he heard 
Mattins and Evensong, I f  in the which eyery day 
the Chaplains prayed for the King's grace, deploring 
and lamenting the death of his father; which 
moved the King to repe&ance. To that e€fect he 
was moved to pass to the Dean of the said Chapel 
Royal and to have his counsel how he'niighl: be 
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satisfied in his own conscience. The Dean, being a 
godly man, gave the King a good comfort.” There 
we have an interesting and moving sidelight on the 
work of a Royal Chaplain. 

The new King, who had inherited his father’s 
musical tastes, piously carried out the latter’s 
wishes by establishing the Chapel as a Collegiate 
Church in 1501, under the bull of Pope Alexander VI. 
It was dedicated to  the Blessed Virgin Mary and 
St Michael. The endowment provided for a dean, 
sub-dean, chanter, sacristan, treasurer, chancellor, 
archpriest (is this a relic of the archicafiellalzzls ?), 
succentor, sixteen chaplains, six singing boys, and 
a choirmaster. The chapel held the revenues of at 
least fifteen parishes, and was the richest of all the 
Scottish provostries. 

Next year Pope Julius appointed the Bishop of 
Whithorn or Candida .Casa (Galloway) to  be Dean 
of the Chapel Royal. King James V. continued his 
royal support, as did his daughter, Mary Queen of 
Scots. On her first visit, we. are told, her Chaplains 
attempted to sing High Mass. But the Reformation 
was already dawning over Scotland. The Queen’s 
half-brother James and the Earl of Argyll attacked 
the celebrant priests, and some blood was shed in 
the ensuing struggle. Incidentally, when speaking 
of the Reformation, it is interesting to remember 
that John Knox in 1551 became one of the six 
Chaplains in Ordinary to an English king, Edward VI. 
As such, he was consulted about the Book of Common 
Prayer, and joined with his brother-Chaplains in 
sanctioning the Articles of Uniformity (1553), which 
became the basis of the XXXIX. Articles of the 
Church of England. 
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On 17th December 15GG Prince James, the Queen’s 
son and heir, was baptised in the Chapel Royal. 
His godmother, Elizabeth of England, sent by the 
Earl of Bedford a massive gold font-afterwards 
melted down by Mary to finance the struggle against 
her rebellious subjects. The rite was carried out by 
the Archbishop of St Andrews according to  the 
.Roman form, except that (at the Queen’s request) 
spittle was not used. Though the Scottish Protestant 
lords remained grimly outside the building by way 
of silent protest, the Countess of Argyll held up the 
royal infant at the ceremony. His father, Lord 
Darnley, was not present, though actually in Stirling 
at the time. Tradition says that he was too drunk 
to  attend. Two months later he perished miserably 
at Edinburgh’s Kirk 0’ Field. 

7 Next year, on his mother’s abdication, the child 
was crowned King James VI. at Stirling, but in the 
neighbouring Church of the Holy Rude. In 1569 
the Deans and Prebendaries of the Castle Royal were 
replaced by “ The Ministers of the King’s House.” 
In 1606, however, the King revived the office of 
Dean, annexing it to the Bishopric of Galloway, as 
in the past. Simultaneously the Chapel Royal was 
officially appointed to be (‘ at Halyrudhous, within 
the Palice of the samyn, and called HIS MAJESTIES 
CHAPELL ROYALL OF SCOTLAND.” 

Before turning from Stirling to Edinburgh, how- 
.ever, let us first briefly review the later fortunes- 
or rather misfortunes-of the original Chapel. In 
1597 a son and heir, Prince Henry, was born to 
“ the wisest fool in Christendom.” To enable him 
to  be baptised as his father was, the now semi- 
ruinous building, largely destroyed by the fanatical 
‘‘ purge ” of the Earl of Mar, Captain of Stirling 
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Castle, was transformed into the present Renaissance 
structure at a cost of ,6100,000-an immense sum 
for those days. The ceiling, we learn, was garnished 
with gold, while the walls supporting it were 
magnificently adorned with pictures, sculptures, 
and other ornaments. 

In 1617 the King held within them a Disputation 
with the Regents of Aberdeen and Edinburgh Uni- 
versities, in view of a rumour that he purposed to 
suppress them both, retaining only St Andrews and 
Glasgow as the “ Oxford and Cambridge ’’ of Scot- 
land. Presumably, like many another rumour, this 

have returned home satisfied. 
“ The rest is silence.” Stirling Chapel, after the 

transference to Edinburgh, fell on sadly reduced 
days. It even became an ordinary barrack building, 
one part being converted into a garrison schoolroom, 
and another into a ‘ I  repertory of arms.” As recently 
as 1933 this royal shrine served as Quartermaster’s 
Store for the Depot of the Argyll and Sutherland 
Highlanders. Since then it has come, like other 
historic buildings on the rock, under the care of the 
Office of Works. 

Just before the recent war, an appeal was made 
by an influential committee to the people of Scot- 
land for its seemly restoration. With the return of 
peace, one hopes that this appeal may be repeated 
and generously answered. Already, in the course 
of preliminary work, interesting frescoes have been 
disclosed on the whitewashed walls. May the time 
be not far distant when Scotland‘s ancient Chapel 
Royal will recover its former comeliness, and be 
used, as of old, for the worship of the King of 
kings. 

, one was false. At all events the Regents,seem to ~ 
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111. 

We have already noted that in 1606 King James 
carried out his mother’s wish by transferring the 
endowments and the title “ Royal ” t o  the Chapel 
of Holyroodhouse at Edinburgh. 

The early, romantic story of the Abbey of the 
Holy Rood (3) is familiar to all students of Scottish 

. history, The‘ original monastery was on the Castle 
Rock. It was King David I. who moved it to the 
later site, originally occupied by a Celtic place of 
worship. The legend of the fabled stag in the Forest 
of Drumsheugh, which was about to gore the dis- 
mounted royal huntsman, but fled when a cross 
miraculously appeared in th’e king’s hand, does not 
seem to be older than the fourteenth century. The 
original Holy Rood, traditionally a piece of the true 
Cross bound in ebony, ivory and silver, was actually 
given to  David by his mother, St Margaret. 

Holyrood was the earliest foundation of that “ sair 
sanct for the Crown,” its charter being granted in 
1128, though the actual building was not completed 
until fifty years later. Alwyn, first Abbot of this 
Augustinian House, was Confessor to the King, and 
so his “ domestic chaplain.” 

Within the Abbey walls, in later years, King 
James 11. was born, crowned, and married, Many 
royal personages lie buried there, including David 
II., James 11. and his queen, James V. and 
his queen, and Lord Darnley. Centuries later 
Queen Victoria had the scattered dust of her Stewart 
ancestors decently reinterred in a sealed vault 
within the ruined precincts. 
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’ Their destruction began, as in many otherinstances, 
at the hands of an English soldier, the Earl.of Hert- 
ford, in 1544. Meanwhile the Queen Dowager, Marie 
of Lorraine, had sent to the Chapel Royal of Stirling 
for canons, that even amid the prevailing confusions 
of Church and State the Services might be carried 
out according to her wishes. Lord Robert Stewart 
was appointed Commendator at  the Reformdtion, 
and utilised the opportunity to build the stones of 
the now shattered choir into the Palace and his 
own adjacent dwelling-house. Meanwhile the nave 
became the Abbey Church, the remaining ruins of 
choir and transepts being levelled with the ground. 
Here, in 1590, James VI. led his bride, Anne of , 

Denmark, to be crowned ; here, too, his son Charles I. 
Was crowned King of Scots with great pomp and 
magnificence. 

‘‘ In 1687,” writes Dr Malcolm, ‘ I  James VII. and 
11. announced his intention of converting the Church 
into a Chapel Royal, with altar, throne and stalls, for 
his revived Order of Knights of the Thistle. . . . The 
congregation, had then t o  worship in Lady Yester’s 
Church, until a new church in the Canongate was 
built and made ready. 

“The glory of the Abbey Church as a Catholic 
Chapel Royal was short-lived : the. tidings of the 
arrival in London of William, Prince of Orange, led 
to an orgy of destruction by an angry mob, which, 
after a fight with the Guard, stormed the Church 
and knocked down statues, pictures, stalls, and 
actually invaded the royal tomb, tearing open its 
coffins and exposing the remains of the royal dead. 

“For  more than a century the old Church was 
allowed to lie ruined and neglected. Then, in 1758, 

D 



40 The Cha$lain in the Church of Scotland. 

the Government arranged for a minimum of repairs ! 
it was to  be re-roofed. The builder selected was 
not intelligent, for, .without regard to the insecure 
state of the walls, he used large paving stones as a 
roof. Ten years later a hurricane shook the walls, 
and the great stones of the roof fell into the Church, 
smashing pillars and everything between them and 
the floor. Once more there was an invasion of 
’ philistines ’ who actually plundered the royal 
vault, The skull of Darnley and the beautiful fair 
head of Madeleine, Queen of James V., were stolen. 
No steps were taken to punish these sacrilegious 
crimes, no further attempt to make good the other 
damage. Hug0 Arnot, historian of Edinburgh, 
stated that on a visit which he made in 1776 he saw 
the remains of James V. and of other royal person- 
ages in their still uncovered lead coffins ; and these 
in turn were stolen. 

‘ I  The great mullioned east window and its 
adjacent wall collapsed in 1795, and lay neglected 
until 1816, when they were repieced and rebuilt, 
though not quite in their old form ; nothing more 
was done.” 

The 
Chapel Royal of Stirling stands still intact, and is 
to be restored. But it seems unlikely that anything 
in this way can now be done to  its successor at 
Holyrood-even if a proposal was lately made in 
the press to rebuild it as Scotland’s National Memorial 
of the second World War. 

Earlier in the present century, under the will of 
the late Earl of Leven and Melville, money was left 
to restore the ruins as the Thistle Chapel. The 
experts reported that without destroying all that 

It is the tragic “end of an auld sang.” 
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remained of the old, this plan was impracticable. 
However, through the munificence of the Earl and 
of his brothers, a new Chapel of the Order, designed 
by Sir Robert Lorimer, has been built on the south- 
east side of St Giles’, opening on Parliament Close. 
It was formally inaugurated by King George V. in 
July 1911, since when all Chapters of the Thistle 
have met, on St Andrew’s Day of each year, within 
its walls. 

Before we leave the older building, one or two 
historical notes should be added. The Deans of the 
Chapel Royal from 1616 to 1620 were, as we have 
seen, the Bishops of Galloway. In  the latter year 
they were succeeded by the Bishops of Dunblane, 
an arrangement which lasted until the Revolution 
of 1688. The list of Sub-Deans, however, continues 
until 1716. 

‘When the revenues of the Deanery reverted to 
the Crown in 1688, King William 111. conferred 
them on his adherent and private Chaplain, W a a m  
Carstares. The offices of Dean of the Chapel Royal 
and Dean of the Thistle were conjoined, in the 
person of John Jardine, in 1763. A few years 
previously, in 1737, with the approval of the General 
Assembly, the benefice had been divided into three 
parts, to be used by the Chaplains in Ordinary. In 
1840 one of these portions was bestowed for endow- 
ing the Chair of Biblical Criticism in the University 
of Edinburgh, and another, in 1859, for a similar 
Chair at Aberdeen. In 1862, say Fasti, “ other 
arrangements were made for the endowment of a 
similar Chair in Glasgow, and for the Professorship 
of Divinity and Ecclesiastical History in St Mary’s 
College, St Andrews.” The occupants of these 



42 The eha$tahL ifs &c Cfizrvch of Scothtd.  

Chairs Were formerly called “ Deans oi the Chapel 
Royal ” ; but this is no longer done. It may be 
added that the Dean of the Thistle and Chapel 
Royal and the Chaplains to the King now receive 
no emoluments of office. The former hblds his office 
for life, the latter do so “ during pleasure.” They 
have their stalls in the choir of St Giles’. 

IV. 

We have already mentioned more than once the 
Order of the Thistle. Some fuller reference t o  it 
seems necessary at this point. 

According to certain writers, this ancient Order 
of Chivalry was originally instituted by Achaius, 
King of Scots, in commemoration of an apparition 
in the sky of St Andrew’s cross on the eve of a 
victorious battle. We shall find a similar story, 

’ related of St Constantine, in our next lecture. AS a 
matter of prosaic historical fact, the figure of our 
national apostle and the emblem of his martyrdom 
do not seem to have been used as national symbols 
prior to 1371. 

The date usually and more confidently given for 
the beginning of the Order is 1540, in the reign of 
‘King James V. Owing to the “ troubles” there- 
after, it fell into virtual abeyance until re-established 
by King James VII. and 11. on the 29th of May 
‘1687. Its eight original Knights created at this 
time were the Duke of Gordon, the Marquis of 
Atholl, the Earl of Arran (afterwards Duke of 
Hamilton), and the Earls of Moray, Perth, Seaforth, 
Dunbarton, and Melford. 
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. No nominations were made during the reign of 
Yilliam and Mary. Revived by Queen Anne in 
1703, it has been held in highest honour ever since, 
and some of Scotland's most illustrious sons have 
been enrolled in its selected ranks. 

Its proper style is " The Most Ancient and Most 
Noble Order of the Thistle." Its badge " consists 
of a St Andrew's cross of silver embroidery, with 
rays emanating from the points of the cross, in the 
centre of which, on a gold field, is a Thistle of Green, 
brightened with gold, the flower being of its natural 
colour, the whole surrounded by a circle of green, 
bearing the motto, Nemo me impzlne Zacessit, in 
golden characters." 

As we have already noted, the first Dean was 
appointed by King George 111. in 1763, in the person 
of the Reverend John Jardine, D.D., who conjoined 
his new duties with those of Dean of the Chapel 
Royal-an arrangement which has continued ever 
since; The other officers of the Order are the Lyon 
King of Arms, a Secretary, and the Gentleman 
Usher of the Green Rod. 

Formerly the Deans of the Thistle were chosen 
from among outstanding Ministers of the Church of 
Scotland, wherever their parishes might be situate. 
Of later years, however, the Minister of the High 
Kirk of Edinburgh (St Giles') has been appointed 
to this office, a practice which is likely to continue 
now that the Chapel of the Order is built within its 
walls. 

6 The Deanery of the Ghapel Royal (now, as we 
have seen, combined with the Deanery of the Thistle) 
is perhaps the most interesting povt, from an 
histwical point of view, which can be held by any 
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Minister of our Church, since it is the only pre- 
Reformation office which has come down in unbroken 
descent to  the present day. Its holder shares with 
ex-Moderators of the General Assembly the right of 
prefixing “ Very Reverend ” to his name. 

V. 

But now we turn from the Castle Rock of Stirling 
and Edinburgh’s Abbey of the Holy Cross to  a 
scene much farther north. Before we reach it, 
however, there is something else to say. 

When, in 1603, two long estranged nations were 
finally united under one king, James VI. of Scotland 
and I. of England, there began an inevitable process 
which ultimately reduced our Scottish capital to 
the status of a provincial city. No longer did kings 
and queens reside within its bounds. True, in a 
farewell speech t o  his “ ain folk” at the close of 
morning service in St Giles’ on 3rd April, James 
publicly declared that his love for his Scottish sub- 
jects would not be lessened though he was about 
t o  remove from them. “There is no more differ- 
ence,” he said (4), “ between London and Edinburgh, 
than between Edinburgh and Aberdeen: for all 
our marches are dry. , , , You must not doubt 

, but as I have a body as able as any king in Europe, 
wpereby I am able to travel, so I shall visit you 
every three years at the least. . . , 

Alas for the promises of princes-especially, per- 
haps, Stewart princes! James, like many another 
exiled Scot, speedily succumbed to the insidious 
“seductions of London, At the Hampton Court 

J I  
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Conference between the High Church and Puritan 
sections of the Church of England, held a few months 
later, the King dashed the latter’s hopes to the 
ground. Plainly he no longer believed the Church 
of his fathers to be “ the purest Church in Christen- 
dom.” Turning to the bishops at one point in the 
discussion, he cried : ” My lords, . . . if once you 
are out, and they [the Puritans] insplace, I know 
what would become of my supremacy: for f i o  
bishop, no king.” With these words he avenged 
himself for a sore which must long have rankled in 
his breast-doubtless remembering many a clerical 
rebuke which even Majesty itself must endure in 
sternly Presbyterian Scotland. The most famous 
was administered by Andrew Melville, one of my 
predecessors in the Kirk of Govan, where he minis- 
tered while Principal of Glasgow University from 
1577 to 1580. His brother James; in his Diary, 
vividly describes the scene where Andrew seizes the 
King by the sleeve of his gown, calling him “ God‘s 
sillie [simple] vassal,” and adding famous words : 
“ There are two kings and two kingdoms in Scot- 
land. There is Christ Jesus the King, and His 
Kingdom the Kirk, whose subject King James VI. 
is, and of whose Kingdom not a lord, nor a head, 
but a member.” 

Little wonder that James preferred the courtly 
adulation of his English Episcopate ! His promise of . 
frequent returns to Scotland was speedily forgotten. 
He came back but once, thirteen long years after he 
had crossed the Border. 

Hi$ son Charles I,, though born at Dunfermline 
and baptised by a Presbyterian minister, left his 
native land as a child of three, and saw it again 
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only twice: for his coronation with full episcopal 
rites within the Abbey Church of Holyroodhouse, in 
1633, and again in 1641. It is not without signifi- 
cance that on the second occasion Menderson acted 
as his Chaplain. But this gesture to his Presby- 
terian subjects was only a gesture and nothing 
more. It was a prelude to the Covenanting struggle 
in Scotland and the Civil War in England. 

The Scpts were not republicans, like the leaders 
of Cromwell’s England, but monarchists. As soon 
as the execution of Charles I. was reported in Edin- 
burgh, the Estates proclaimed his eldest son Charles 
11. (then in Holland) King of Scots. But their 
loyalty did not let them forget their Covenant ; and 
this the new King duly signed before he was per- 
mitted to land at the mouth of the Spey-in the 
same cynical spirit, no doubt, as that with which 
King Henri 1Vt.of France, as he abjured Protestant- 
ism for Romanism, declared : “ Paris vazct biert une 
messe.” 
. On New Year’s Day, 1651, the King was crowned 
at Scone, instead of Holyrood, thus reverting to  the 
more ancient tradition. After the Protector’s 
victories at Dunbar and Worcester he was forced 
to flee the country, ’ Neither he, nor any of his 
successors on the throne of the United Kingdom, 
ever visited Scotland again for almost two centuries. 
It was King George IV. (with Sir Walter Scott as 
his enraptured Master of Ceremonies) who at last 
broke the long silence of nearly two centuries, in 
1822; and it was Queen Victoria who first lived 
again within the royal apartments of the Palace of 
Holyroodhouse, thus re-establishing a link with the 
Scottish capital which has been fully maintained 
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by her successors upon the Throne to the pres'ent 
day. 

And so, if by a somewhat lengthy and circuitous 
route, we come to Balmoral and its resident Domestic 
Chaplains, the Ministers at Crathie. If Holyrood- 
house is Scotland's Buckingham Palace, Balmoral 
is its Sandringham-the holiday residence of our 
Royal Family. The first of them to occupy it and 
the one with whose illustrious name it will always 
be most closely associated was Queen Victoria (5). 

At the moment of her accession to the Throne, 
like every other British monarch since the Union 
of the Parliaments, she took a solemn oath to " in- 
violably maintain and preserve the settlement of 
the true Protestant Religion with the Government, 
Worship, Discipline, Rights and Privileges of the 
Church of Scotland." No king or queen of this 
realm ever kept it more whsle-heartedly. True, on 
her very first Sunday in Scotland, the anxieties of 
the English High Church party were somewhat 
relieved by the news that she had attended divine 
Service within Dalkeith Palace according to the 
rites of the Scottish Episcopal Church. (The officiat- 
ing clergyman was the celebrated Dean Ramsay, 
author of Reinziniscences of Scottish Life and Character.) 
But if the Tractarians hoped this would prove a 
royal precedent, they hoped in vain. The Queen 
never repeated the esperiment. Perhaps the deputa- 
tion from the Church of Scotland, which waited 
upon Her Majesty nest day with loyal greetings, 
-turned the scale. In her reply she " acknowledged 
with gratitdde the inestimable advantages which 
had been derived from the ministrations of the 
Church of Scotland, They had contributed in an 
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eminent degree to form the character of a loyal and 
religious people.” 

On Victoria’s next visit to Scotland, she worshipped 
in the Parish Church of Blair-Atholl. The English 
Chudzman, in doubtful taste, uttered a plaintive 
protest, reproaching the Queen who ” for the nonce 
had turned Presbyterian.” “ Her Majesty,” con- 
tinued the remonstrance, “ may, when she crosses 
the Tweed, doff Spitalfields silk and don Scotch 
tartan, but she may not put off her Churchman- 
ship and adopt Scottish Presbyterianism without 
forfeiting her character as a member of the Catholic 
Church.” 

It is always difficult to persuade some of our 
Anglican brethren that if we automatically become 
Dissenters as we “cross the Tweed,” so do they. 
There are two State Churches in these islands-not 
one. When British monarchs, at their coronation, 
swear ‘t to uphold the Protestant reformed religion 
established by law,” these people seem to forget 
that the words apply to the Church of Scotland 
equally with the Church of England. Some feel 
that if certain clergy of the former participated in 
the actual coronation ceremony, instead of being 
present merely as onlookers, this fact would be 
symbolically and publicly emphasised, 

At all events, Queen Victoria ignored The English 
Chuychman’s impertinence and calmly went her 
own way. She followed the custom of many of her 
subjects, who find nothing incongruous in wor- 
shipping in the parish churches of whichever king- 
dom may for the moment be their place of residence. 
So much might indeed be constitutionally expected 
from one who was not only the temporal head of 
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the Church of England but also Queen of Scots. 
But Victoria went still further. After the year 
1873, as she writes in More Leaves Jyom My J o w n a l  
in the HighZands, “ I have regularly partaken of 
the Communion in Crathie every autumn, it being 
always given at that time ” (6). 

We have, however, somewhat anticipated events. 
It was in 1848 that Queen Victoria and the Prince 
Consort first came to Balmoral on the recommenda- 
tion of Sir James Clarke, their Scottish physician. 
Four years later Prince Albert bought the estate, 
erecting a new castle on the old site. Although it 
was equipped with a ‘‘ Service-Room,” or private 
chapel, the Queen soon adopted the custom of 
driving every Sunday to the Parish Church of Crathie. 
The original royal pew was in the gallery: and 

.when a new church was built in 1893, we are told 
that Her Majesty at first resisted the proposed 
change, since she loved “ the  dear little kirk.” 

The presence of over-inquisitive visitors, which 
since the advent of the motor-car has reached such 
unpleasant proportions, invaded the sovereign‘s 
peace and privacy, even in God’s House, from the 
very start. We read of one English lady who, as 
the Queen passed her pew on her way from the 
Communion Table, stood up and dropped a deep 
curtsy I Needless to say, it was ignored. The 
Minister at  Crathie acted as Domestic Chaplain, 
while the Royal Chaplains and the Moderator of 
the General Assembly were frequently invited to  
preach during the period of residence-as they do 
to  this day. Especial favourites with the Queen 
were Dr Norman Macleod and Principal Tulloch 
(whose marble busts still adorn the Castle), Prin- 
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cipai Caird, Professor Charteris, and Dr J.ames 
Macgregor. 

Two royal baptisms also took place there : that 
of the Princess Ena (now the ex-Queen of Spain), 
daughter of Priqcess Beatrke, the first royal child 
to be born in Scotland for nearly three hundred 
years, in 1887 ; and that of Prince Donald of Batten- 
berg in 1891, Dr Cameron Lees of St Giles’ baptised 
him in the gold font used for all the Royal Family, 
in the drawing-room of the Castle; the scene was 
painted by Sir George Reid, P.R.S.A. 

After her husband‘s death the Queen spent a 
large part of every year on what was now coming to 
be called “ Royal Deeside.” Her ministers of State 
might grumble at its inaccessibility from London, 
>ut their sovereign was adamant. She had come 
to have a deep love for Scotland, a deep pride in 
her Stewart ancestors, a deep affection for the 
Scottish Kirk. Its simplicity of worship and Pro- 
testant, evangelical traditions contrasted favourably 
in her mind with the growing Tractarian movement 
in the Church of England, a movement which she 
deplored and feared. 

When the great Queen, who had come to seem to 
ou; fathers almost immortal, died in 1901, Sir 
(James Cameron Lees said, in St Giles’ : “ She was 
.neber absent from the public worship of God, , . . 
,To see her at Crathie, side by side with the poorest 
in the glen, taking with them the symbols of our 
common redemption, was a sight which those who 
witnessed can never forget,” 

That tradition has been worthily carried on by 
her successors on the British throne. Alike in 
.St Giles’, on high occasions af State, and at Crathie, 
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in their hard-won tinies of rest and recreation, they 
have worshipped with their Scottish subjects on 
countless occasions. The late King George V. 
intended to be present in person at  the Union 
Assembly of 1929. Had illness not prevented him, 
he would have been the first British king to do so 
since the days of James VI. and I. In his absence 
he could have sent no more acceptable and beloved 
Lord High Comniissioner than his son, then Duke 
of York and now King George VI., accompanied by 
his gracious Scottish consort. Is it too much to 
hope that on some future occasion they may again 
grace the Throne Gallery of the Assembly Hall in 
Edinburgh ? 

We have come to the end of our short study on 
the Royal Chaplain. I hope I have been able to 
show that he has his own place-and one not un- 
important-in this series of lectures. Not only is 
his office that from which all other chaplaincies 
spring, but it embodies in itself a great principle, 
the national recognition of religion. 

Much has been spoken and written, in recent 
years, of the relations between Church and State. 
I do not propose to  add here to the argument, 
except perhaps to say just this: that in Scotland 
we see a paradoxical spectacle unique in Christen- 
dom-that of a Church at once National and Free : 
a Church that is mistress of her own house in spiritud 
affairs, owning no headship save that of Christ her 
Lord: yet a Church which at every period of her 
long history has been the very soul and conscience 
of the nation, striving for its liberty even as she 
strove for her own. 

'' There are two kings and two kingdoms in Scot- 
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land,” said Andrew Melville. The full recognition 
of that truth was won only through sacrifice and 
suffering. But Scotland ultimately learned the 
lesson which so many Europeans, centuries later, 
were painfully to con during the darkest days of 
totalitarian war. The “ two kingdoms ” have come 
to respect each other’s boundaries and ’ maintain 
each other’s cause. Our Royal Chaplains are a 
significant symbol of their mutual sympathy and 
common service. 

NOTES ON LECTURE 11. 

[I have found it rather difficult t o  collect information on this 
topic. Most useful have been Notes on the Cha$el Royal of Scot- 
land and the Order of the Thistle, compiled from various sources 
by the late Rev. John Stirton, D.D., Crathie, and published 
privately. They were kindly placed at my disposal by the Very 
Rev. Charles L. Warr, C.V.O., D.D., LL.D., Dean of the Thistle 
and Chapel Royal. 

Among those who kindly assisted my search for knowledge are 
the Very Rev. Norman Maclean, D.D., Chaplain to  His Majesty, 
and Sir Francis Grant, K.C.V.O., LL.D., iormerly Lord Lyon King 
of Arms.] 

(1) Encyclo@dia Britannica : articles on CHAPLAIN 
and CHAPEL. 

(2) In addition to Dr Stirton’s brochure mentioned 
above, see (in The Jowrnal of the Royal Army Cha$lahs’ 
Departmer,t, July 1935) “ The Chapel Royal of Scotland 
in Stirling Castle,” by the Rev. Joseph Lynn, C.B.E., 
D.D., Dollar (formerly Deputy Chaplain-General). 

Likewise Fasti Ecclesia Scotticana (old ed.), Part I., 
pp. 393-399 and 150-151 ; Stirling Cnstle : I t s  Place i~ 
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Scottish Histdyy, by Eric Stair-Kerr, M.A., F.S.A. : and 
The  History of the Chupel poyal  of Scotlalzd, by Dr 
Charles Rogers: 

(3) The Abbeys of Scotlalzd, by G. Reid Anderson, 
pp. 49-56; and Holyrood, by Charles A. Malcolm, 
M.A., Ph.D., pp. 1-46. 
(4) Calderwood, vol. v. p. 215. 
(5)’ The Qzteefz at Balmoral, by Frank Pope Humphrey ; 

and The Religious Life of Qzreen Victoria, by William 
Walsh. 

(6) Through kind permission of the former Editor of 
The British Weekly, the late Rev. John Hutton, D.D., 
and of the Very Rev. Norman Maclean, D.D., I am 
permitted to quote from an article by the latter, I ‘  Queen 
Victoria,” which appeared on 8th March 1945. 

“ It was in her relationship to the Church of Scotland 
!hat Queen Victoria evinced most remarkably the 
Independence of her judgment and the inflexibility of 
her will. In that respect she revolutionised the feeling 
of Scotland towards the Throne. For 200 years the 
attitude of the Crown towards Scotland was that of 
cold neglect. The barbarities after Culloden were still 
fresh in Highland memories and regret for the royal 
house that was gone still lingered in the glens. When 
Queen Victoria established herself in Deeside and began 
to worship with her people in the square, whitewashed 
church of Crathie, there came the breath of a new life 
rekindling the ancient loyalties. . . . 

“On 13th November 1871 the Queen recorded the 
impression made on her by the first Communion Service 
she witnessed in the Scottish Church :- 

‘ I  ‘ At the end of the sermon began the service of 
Communion, which is most touching and beautiful, and 
impressed and moved me more than I can express. 
Z shall .never forget it. It would indeed be impossible 
to  say how deeply we were impressed by the grand 
simplicity of the service. It was all so truly earnest, 
and no description can do justice to the perfect devotion 
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of the whole assemblage. It was mopt touching, and I 
longed much to  join in it. , . .' 

" At the Communion, November 1873, Queen Victoria 
participated for the first time in this service. She sat 
in the manse pew (then included in the 'tables I), and 
the elements were handed to her by Dr Robertson of 
Hopewell, one of the elders. After that she regularly 
communicated, and her name was entered on the Com- 
munion Roll. From 1887 to 1900 she was only twice 
absent. . . . 

" That fellowship 'of the Queen with the Presbyterian 
National Church of Scotland was in opposition to  the 
advice of her Anglican councillors. Before becoming a 
member of the Church of Scotland, the Queen deemed it 
prop_er to  inform the Archbishop of Canterbury of her 
intention. He advised her strongly not to  do so, and 
so did the Dean of Westminster and the Dean of Windsor. 
There were constitutional and legal objections-so they 
said. ' The Queen, needless to say,' wrote her secretary, 
Sir Henry Ponsonby, ' carried out her own decision, in 
spite of warnings and objections.' A storm of hostile 
criticism broke out in England. A mass of correspon- 
dence fell on the Queen, with which Ponsonby confesses 
that he was ' very much bored.' Only a deep religious 
conviction could have led the Queen to  overcome so 
great an opposition and to  risk so much abuse by joining 
the fellowship of the Church of Scotland. . . . 

"In  one letter to [Sir James Cameron] Lees, the 
Queen enclosed letters that had passed between her and 
the Prime Minister regarding the policy of Disestablish- 
merit. ' The Queen, in a stern letter, espressed her 
condemnation of the policy. The Prime Minister's 
' humble' letter was to hers as water to  wine. By that 
time the prestige of the Crown had grown overwhelm- 
ingly. The Prime Minister knew that she might abdi- 
cate rather than break the oath to  maintain the Church 
of Scotland, which was her first act &s Sovereign. Abdi- 
cate ! Forced to do so : when in the wild recesses of 
Africa there were tribes that worshipped her as a 
divinity I If a King were on the Throne it could be 

The Cha$tai?t iiz the Chiircfi of Sco th td .  
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done, but not with a Queen so old, so loved, and so 
honoured. There are some things gentlemen won't do. . . . Personally, I am <sure that Scotland owes the 
Union of 1929 to Queen Victoria, and that when the 
records are written, the debt the nation owes to her will 
be realised in its fulness. . . ." 

It may be added that the page of the Crathie Com- 
munion Roll containing Queen Victoria's name is 
preserved in the General Assembly Library, Tolbooth 
Church, Edinburgh. She has the whole page to herself- 
'' Name, Victoria ; Occu$atiotz, Queen "-followed by 
the usual crosses marking attendance at  Communion. 

E 


