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LECTURE IV. 

THE COLONIAL CHAPLAIN. 

The Scot as Colonist-Early Scottish colonial ventures-Indian 
Ecclesiastical Establishment-Ceylon-North America- 
West Indies-South America-Madeira-The Mediterranean 
-Africa-Aden and Mauritius-Australia and New Zealand. 

’ THE Scot has always proved a good colonist and 
played an important part in building up the British 
Empire (1). A mere list of names is enough to prove 
this statement, if proof be needed. The story of 
Canada will always be linked with Abercromby and 
his Highland troops ; with Mackenzie, Selkirk, and 
Fraser, pioneers of the North-West ; with Governors 
like ’Elgin, Aberdeen, and Tweedsmuir, or Premiers 
like Macdonald and Mackenzie King ; with Strath- 
cona (Donald Smith) and Mountstephen (George 
Stephen), who made the great Canadian Pacific 
Railway a reality. 

What would British Africa have become without 
missionaries like Livingstone, Moff at, Mackay of 
Uganda, Mary Slessor, Stewart of Lovedale, Laws, 
aetherwick, and Donald Fraser ; explorers like 
James Bruce, Mungo Park, ICeilh Johnston, and 
Joseph Thomson ; traders like Sir William Mac-. 
kinnon ; soldiers like (‘ Chinese ” Gordon ? 
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The history of India would have been very different 
without the valour of Baird, Napier, and Colin 
Campbell (Lord Clyde) ; the statesmanship of 
Munro and Elphinstone ; the governing gifts of 
Minto, Dalhousie, and Linlithgow ; the missionary 
zeal of Duff and Wilson. 

Scotsmen, it is true, were not quite so prominently 
associated with the discovery and opening up of 
Australia. But it is interesting to mention the 
little-known fact that Captain Cook was the son of 
a Scot settled in Yorkshire. Perhaps it was filial 
pride that led him to name the New Hebrides and 
New Caledonia (not to  be confused with the older 
colony of that name at Darien). Among the out- 
standing governors of early days were Lachlan 
Macquarie and Sir Thomas Brisbane, whose name 
is commemorated in the capital of Queensland. 
Sir William Macgregor was the first governor of 
British New Guinea, now an Australian colony. 

What is the reason for Scotland's pre-eminence in 
Empire-building ? Partly, no doubt, because she 
was a small, poor country whose ambitious sons 
must emigrate if they wished to succeed. But it 
would not be immodest to claim that certain national 
qualities make our countrymen successful emigrants. 
They are not usually afraid of hard work or new 
enterprises. They are perhaps less critical than the 
English of alien modes of life, less inclined to  make 
much of social distinctions, less antipathetic to 
coloured races. 

The paradox oi $eueg&zator Scotzis is that- while 
fitting quickly and easily into new environments, 
new patterns of living, he never loses a fervent 
patriotism which glows even more brightly when he 
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leaves his native shores. Samuel Johnson might 
growl contemptuously to his over - obsequious 
Boswell : “ Sir, let me tell you, the noblest prospect 
which a Scotchman ever sees is the high road that 
leads him to England ! ” Yet there is nothing the 
least insincere about the haunting cadences of The 
Canadian Boat Song (2) : 

’‘ From the lone shieling of the misty island . 
Mountains divide us, and the waste of seas- 

Yet still the blood is strong, the heart is Highland, 
And we in dreams behold the Hebrides ! ” 

Unless we can understand and appreciate this 
homesickness of the soul, this persistence of Scots 
clannishness and self-consciousness, we shall never 
know the spirit which inspires our ‘Colonial Mission. 
It was well expressed by the late Lord Tweedsmuir 
(John Buchan) when, as Lord High Commissioner 
to the General Assembly of 1933, he spoke on 
“The Scottish Church and the Empire” at the 
centenary celebrations of the Committee on Colonial 
Churches. 

‘ I  We carry with us,” he said, “ our household 
gods wherever we go, and our strength lies in the 
fact that we can acclimatise ourselves in a strange 
place and still keep up the link with home. We 
take with us our love of our little rugged land of 
origin. We take with us our famous literature. 
Above all, we take with us our Church. Why is the 
Scot abroad the best mixer in the world 1 Because 
he is so secure. He can mingle freely in an alien 
society, because he has no fear of being absorbed 
in it. He is not an unstable being who has to create 
a prickly hedge around himself to preserve his 
individuality. He has his roots so deep that he can 
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spare sympathy and interest for his new environ- 
ment. He can be a loyal and eager citizen of any 
community in the world, and yet remain idiomatic- 
ally a Scot. . . . 

“As a Church, we do not carry too much 
irrelevant baggage, whether of doctrine or of ritual, 
There are some institutions, noble and venerable 
things, which are so intertwined .with local and 
traditional growths that they cannot be trans- 
planted. Our Church has always prided itself upon 
the fact that being founded, as it believes, upon the 
simplicities of God‘s Word, it is independent of the 
categories of space and time. Shall I compare it 
with the British Empire, which, because of the 
freedoin which it gives to the component parts and 
the broad and simple lines on which it is built, has 
endured, and will endure, when more rigid systems 
crack and fall? . . . Just as these islands of ours 
are a nation, and also the centre of an Empire, so 
our Church, specifically the Church of Scotland, has 
also its world-wide and Imperial aspect. . . . It is 
at once evangelical and catholic, historic, liberal, 
and free.” 

Before we proceed t o  consider in some detail the 
growth of Presbyterianism overseas, a word should 
be prefaced about purely Scottish colonial ventures 
prior to the Union of 1707. The first, and only 
successful, one Gas the plantation of Ulster from 3 

1605 onwards-a reversal of early history, since 
what is now Argyllshire was colonised from what is 
now Ulster. As, however, Ireland is one of the 
British Isles, the purist may argue that this was 
not colonisation ” in the present sense of that 
word, and so we pass it by, only remarking that 

- 
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one of its results was the creation of the Presbyterian 
Church in Ireland, that vigorous member of our 
ecclesiastical family which, as we shall see in a 
moment, had a deep formative influence in early 
American history. 

England‘s first colony, Newfoundland, was estab- 
lished in 1583. Forty-six years later Scotland’s 
first colony, fittingly named. Nova Scotia, was 
founded not very far away by William Alexander, 
courtier and man of letters, afterwards Earl of 
Stirling (3). The French had already made a settle- 
ment here called Acadia, the forced deportation 
of whose settlers by the British Government is 
the subject of Longfellow’s Evmgehe.  Despite 
Alexander’s optimistic Encouragement to Colonies 
(in the forefront of which he puts as his main pur- 
pose (‘ making the gospel of Jesus Christ knowne in 
unknowne parts ”), the ’new venture met with but 
lukewarm interest on the part of his countrymen. 
Two expeditions returned without effecting much, 
and while a third was still idling in Scottish waters, 
King Charles I. yielded to French claims, ordering 
Alexander and his colonists to abandon Port Royal 
and begone. 

“ Even more futile,” writes Gibb (4), “ was the 
settlement in 1629 of Scotsmen in Cape Breton 
Island under Lord Ochiltree. These settlers formed 

apart of the Port Royal expedition, but their task 
was the distinct one of converting the island into 
New Galloway. With this adventure the name of 
Gordon of Lochinvar, a bustling Gallovidian, was 
connected. . . .’ Ochiltree did not stay long. In the 
late summer of 1629 he and his men were ejected 
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by a small French force under Captain Daniel and 
shipped to France and England.” 

It may be added that the King also made a grant 
to Lochinvar of a certain mysterious Insula Caroli, 
off the coast of South America, but nothing at all 
seems to have come of this. 

Half a century later a fresh attempt was made to 
establish Scottish colonies. That of East New 
Jersey dates from 1684, the leader being the well- 
known Quaker, Robert Barclay of Ury. In  1692 
a fellow-countryman, Andrew Hamilton, became 
Governor of both Jerseys, and the first Presbyterian 
church in America was built at Freehold. The only 
memory of this once important Scottish connection 
is the name of its former capital, Perth, after one 
of the original proprietors, James Duke of Perth. 
A curious footnote to this early colonial history is 
provided by a settlement of Covenanters in Carolina. 
Their leaders were Lord Cardross and William 
Dunlop, afterwards Principal of Glasgow University. 
In 1686 a force of Spaniards and Indians wiped 
them out so completely that the very name of their 
“ capital,” Stuart’s Town, has vanished from the 
map. 

What was the reason for these repeated failures 
on the part of mea whose descendants were to prove 
such excellent colonists ? The answer is simple- 
the jealousy and ill-will of English traders, and the 
embargo on Scots commerce, raised by Cromwell 
but reimposed at the Restoration. “ England,” 
says Mackie (s), “ was trying to  do in Scotland 
what she did with complete success in Ireland; 
she was using her influence as predominant partner 
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to strangle the trade and influence of a weaker 
nation. ' ' 

'In 1693 the Scottish Parliament authorised Scots- 
men to form companies for the purpose of trading 
in any part of the world with which the King was 
not at war. Two years later another Act incor- 
porated " The Company of Scotland trading to 
Africa and the Indies." Its moving spirit was 
William Paterson, founder of the Bank of England. 
Half the directors and shareholders were to be 
Scots, half English. The latter raised E300,000 in 
a week, a fact which alarmed the English East 
India Company and the English Parliament. Tweed- 
dale, the King's Commissioner, was dismissed for 
letting this Act become law without the sanction 
of William III., then abroad. The English investors 
withdrew their money in a panic, but Scotland rose 
to the occasion. ~400,000 (an immense sum for 
those days) was quickly subscribed by all classes. 
1200 emigrants left Leith for Darien in 1698 ; .but 
only a few months after landing, they resolved to 
evacuate the settlement. Ignorant of this fact, the 
directors had already despatched 300 more settlers 
from Leith and 1300 from Bute. The General 
Assembly sent two ministers with the first convoy 
and four with the second, bidding them labour 
among the heathen as well as their own countrymen, 
and authorising them to form a Presbytery. Four 
of these Chaplains perished : Thomas James (Cleish) 
of fever, Adam Scott (Jedburgh) of dysentery, 
Alexander Shields (whom we have already met as 
first Chaplain to the Cameronians) of malignant fever 
at Port Royal, and Alexander Dalgleish. 

The tragedy of Darien or New Caledonia ( 6 )  has 
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beefl called Scotland‘s greatest disaster since Flodden. 
The facts, recounted in every history book, need 
no further mention here. The utter failure of this 
truly national venture was a crushing blow to a 
proud people, and only the Union of the Parlia- 
ments, hurried through at high pressure, saved 
William’s supremacy north of the Tweed. Hence- 
forth it was for an imperialism predominantly 
English that Scotsmen, when next they sallied 
overseas, fought and toiled. 

It is more than time, however, that we returned 
to our subject proper, the Colonial Chaplain. 
Fittingly it succeeds the lecture on the Military 
Chaplain : for, if it be true that “ trade follows the 
flag,” that flag of Empire was often first borne by 

A connecting link between the two is provided by 
the Indian Ecclesiastical Establishment (7). Though 
its Chaplains serve our troops in India, they are not 
strictly “ military.” Though the Colonial Com- 
mittee looks after their interests, they are not 
strictly ‘‘ colonial.’’ They form a unique group 
apart, to which some fuller reference will now be 
made. 

Most Church people, when they think of India, 
tend to regard it simply as our largest Foreign 
Mission field. Yet, before that was ever thought of, 
our Chaplains were already out there, ministering 
to the men and women of their own white race. 

Presbyterianism gained its first foothold on the 

. a soldier. 

G 
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great sub-continent in 1814, when (after the General 
Assembly had petitioned Parliament in the pre- 
ceding year) the East India Company, amending 
its charter, added to its existing staff of Anglican 
Chaplains a chaplaincy of the Church of Scotland 
at each of the three Presidency towns. On 30th May 
of that year the Assembly continued the first holders 
of the office, and their successors, to full union and 
connection with the Church of Scotland ; empowered 
and directed them to select and admit persons 
qualified for the eldership; and declared that the 
ministers and Kirk Sessions were subject to the 
jurisdiction of the Presbytery of Edinburgh. In 
1860 the Assembly extended this power to constitute 
Kirk Sessions to Chaplains " in the larger Stations " 

in India. 
Dr James Bryce was the first to arrive, being 

posted to Calcutta. He was followed next year by 
Dr John Allan (Madras) and Mr James Clow (Bom- 
bay), whom we shall meet again, later onJ in Australia. ' 

Their new task was far from easy, and some time 
had to elapse before the full rights of this new 
branch of the Ecclesiastical Establishment were 
conceded. To Middleton, the Anglican Bishop of 
India, the Scots were mere nonconformists, and to 
be treated as such. Permission to celebrate marriages 
was withheld, and other petty annoyances were 
inflicted. But Bryce was a strong constitutional 
champion of his Church's undoubted rights. Under 
his vigorous leadership the complete equality of 
status in India of the Scottish and English Churches 
was finally acknowledged, Nor should we ever 
forget that his memorial to the General Assembly 
of 1824 led to the formation of its Foreign Mission 
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Committee and the ultimate arrival of Alexander 
Duff. When confirming, in 1833, the Charter of 
the East India Company, Parliament enacted that, 
of the Chaplains maintained by the Company at 
each of the Presidency towns, two should always 
be ministers of the Church of Scotland’, inducted 

’ 

by the Presbytery of Edinburgh and subject to its 
jurisdiction, under review by the higher Church 
Courts. This enactmgnt was also included in the 
Government of India Act (1919). 

The new Establishment grew apace. In 1822 it 
was increased by three Chaplains, in 1857 by seven, 
in 1897 by two, and in 1903 by three, bringing the 
total up to eighteen. With each addition, stress 
was laid on the necessity of making provision for 
ministering to Scottish regiments a first charge upon 
the strength. In 1898 was initiated the practice of 
attaching Chaplains to such regiments for a period ’ 
of years, moving with them from station to station. 
Only after this had been done could t6e claims of 
the larger civil stations be considered. 

Another problem arising almost at once was that 
of church buildings. Garrison chapels had been 

. built out of public funds, so that it was natural to 
assume that these should be available for Scottish 
as well as English troops. But they had been for 
the most part episcopally “ consecrated,” a fact 
which, on the High Anglican theory, ruled out the 
possibility of their use by non-Anglicans. A long 
period of fruitless negotiation and even unseemly 
strife ensued, the fight being carried to  general^ 
Assembly, Episcopal Synod, and Parliament. Event- 
ually Government provided eight Presbyterian 
churches at Peshawar, Cawnpore, Lucknow, Sialkot ; 

. 
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Chakrata, Ranikhet, Jubbulpore, and Quetta, while 
many others were built through the efforts of 
interested civilians. Even so, our Indian Chaplains 
have still enormous parishes, through which they 
make regular itineraries. Since 1943 their work ’ 

has been ‘carried on under the immediate super- 
intendence of the Colonial Chaplaincy Board in 
India. Appointments, which are on probation for 
two years, are made by the Crown, on the nomina- 
tion of the Secretary of State for India (8). 

On the banks of the River Hoogli two more 
Chaplains, appointed by the Bengal MiIIs’ and 
Steamers’ Presbyterian Association, minister to the 
six hundred men from Dundee working in the jute 
mills there. Three are also employed by the India 
Tea Association, under their Assam Chaplaincy 
Scheme. In 1912 the General Assembly had resolved 
that Kirk Sessions of the Church of Scotland in 
India should not continue under the jurisdiction of 
the Presbytery of Edinburgh, but be subject to the 
Presbyteries and Synod in India, constituted in 
1906. Since the Union, these various ministers, 
along with our Foreign Mission staffs and their 
numerous Indian converts, have combined to form 
the Overseas Presbyteries (9) of Bengal, Eastern 
Himalaya, Rajputana, Punjab and the North-West 
Frontier, Western India, and Madras. In both 
North and South India, Presbyterians have united 
with other denominations to constitute still larger 
churches, and one may believe that the future holds 
much in store for this ecumenical movement. 

Before leaving India, let us turn for a moment to 
Ceylon (10). It was through the efforts of a Fifeshire 
man, Professor Hugh Cleghorn of St Andrews, that 
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this former Dutch colony was in 1796 incorporated 
in the British Empire, a fact attested upon his 
gravestone in Dunino Kirkyard (11). Since Holland 
was also a Presbyterian country, which had done 
much missionary work among the Cingalese, it 
might have been expected to prove fruitful soil for 
Scottish Foreign Missions, but, despite Heber’s 
hymn (12), none such was ever planted here. When 
the island passed into our hands, however, it was 
on the express condition that the clergy and other 
ecclesiastical servants shall continue in their func- 
tions,. and receive the same pay and emoluments as 
they did from the Company” (i.e., the Dutch East 
India Company). Sixteen Dutch Colonial Chaplains 
accordingly came under British control, but in 1806 
all save one had transferred to Java. 

In 1839 the Colonial Committee of the Church of 
Scotland, on the petition of “ the  Presbyterian 
inhabitants,” applied to the Government on their 
behalf, and received Her Majesty’s authority to the 
Treasury of Ceylon to aid towards the erection of a 
church and the maintenance of a minister at Colombo. 
In  1886 all State aid ceased. We have also a Chap- 
lain at Kandy, where the congregation contains 
some of the old Dutch Burgher families. 

111. 

Now let us retrace our steps to North America. 
The story of Presbyterianism in the United States 
can be only briefly touched upon in this lecture, 
since in 1776 they ceasecl to belong to our colonial 
system, . ,  
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Episcopacy was first in the field, accompanying 
the earliest immigrants to Virginia in 1606. . More 
epochal was the arrival of the Pilgrim Fathers four- 
teen years later. These Puritans, who had fled from 
the oppression of Church and State, were mostly 
English Independents ; but a similar persecution 
drove the first Presbyterians across the Atlantic. 
As early as 1617 they formed a Church in the Ber- 
mudas (then part of Virginia). Between 1660 and 
1688 the main Scottish stream began to  flow, the 
majority going to I ‘  The Middle Colonies ” (now 
New Jersey and Pennsylvania). A hundred refugee 
Scots arrived here in 1685 accompanied by two 
Covenanting pastors, Archibald Riddell and John 
Frazer, and founded a colony at Woodbridge. Penn 
gladly welcomed such desirable newcomers to his 
own settlement, where they soon outnumbered the 
original Quakers. In  1707 the Presbytery of Phila- 
delphia was formed with Francis Mackemie, an 
Ulster stalwart and graduate of Glasgow University, 
as Moderator. Eleven years later it had grown into 
four Presbyteries and a General Synod, the germ of 
what is now the largest Presbyterian Church in the 
world. 

At home the Synod of Glasgow, principal seat of 
trade with the Americas, took up this new cause 
with energy under the guidance of Dr Stirling. 
During his Principalship of the University (1701- 
1728), no fewer than forty‘ alumni emigrated to 
America as Presbyterian ministers. 

A notable event in thk pioneer Church was the 
founding of New Jersey College in 1746 by the 
Synod of New York. Ten years later it was trans- 
€erred tn Princeton, allcl i s  now, of course, one of the 
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great Universities of the United States. An early 
President was Jonathan Edwards, philosopher and 
saint-surely an unusual combination! He was . 
succeeded by John Witherspoon, minister at  Paisley, 
who arrived in America just as the Revolution 
broke out and at once threw in his lot, like most 
Presbyterians, with the colonists : later he was a 
signatory to the Declaration of Independence. The 
first General Assembly met in 1798. 

From one point of view, the secession of the 
United States was the whirlwind reaped by Anglican- 
ism from its intolerant, persecuting policy. Ban- 
croft, the Americaq historian, declares that ‘‘ the 
Revolution was the natural outgrowth of the prin- 

‘ ciples which the Presbyterianism of the Old World 
planted in the New.” When Horace Walpole said 
that Cousin America had run off with a Presbyterian 
parson, there was historical truth behind his epigram. 
We must, however, remember that the Episcopal 
Church in the United States also owes its continuance 
to Scotland, When the bishops of the Church of 
England refused to maintain the apostolic succession 
in the revolting colonies, Seabury was consecrated 
bishop by the Scottish Episcopate at Aberdeen in . 
1784. 

If the United States received Presbyterianism not 
only from Scots and Irish Covenanters but also from 
French Huguenots and Dutch Calvinists, Canada 
drew it almost entirely from our own country. We 
have already mentioned the first ill-fated Scottish 

In 1713 the Treaty of 
Utrecht gave it to Britain, though not till 1755 did 
British colonists arrive in any numbers. The further 
cessio11 of “ Canada, with all its dependeiacies ” 

Ocolony of Nova Scotia. 
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under the Treaty of Paris (1763) greatly augmented 
the flow. 

The local government of Nova Scotia had named 
the English Liturgy as ‘‘ the fixed form of worship,” 
and would do nothing for Presbyterians beyond 
permitting freedom of assembly. Help came from 
New Jersey (the Rev. James Lyon arrived in 1764, 
the first minister to serve in Canada proper), from 
Scottish Seceders, both Burgher and Anti-Burgher, 
and from the Church of Scotland. In 1817 the three 
sections united to form the Synod of Nova Scotia, 
with its presbyteries of Truro, Pictou, and Halifax. 
The Glasgow Colonial Society, founded in 1825 
under Lord Dalhousie for “promoting the moral 
and religious interests of the Scottish settlers in ‘ 
British North America,” sent forty ministers in 
ten years. One of its fundamental rules was that 
all must belong to “ the Established Church.” 

The later story cannot be told here, since the 
Chaplains have now become clergy of a daughter 
church (13) and so pass out of our picture. But 
one bit of truly ‘‘ colonial ” work was until recently 
still carried on. I refer to the help given, each 
summer by Scottish divinity students in preaching 
stations on the prairies or in the logging camps of 
British Columbia. My own term of service in 1913 
is still a happy memory, and one regrets that our 
students can no longer volunteer for a task so forma- 
tive in its influence on their later ministries. 

From North America it is a short journey to the 
West Indies. At Bermuda, we have already seen, 
there has been a Scots congregation since 1617 or 
earlier, and the church at Warwick is the oldest 
Presbyterian place of worship in the Empire, 
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erected in revolt against the Bishop of London, 
who sought to force the Anglican Liturgy on the 
Bermudans after their island had passed from the 
Bermuda Company to the Crown. 

In 1847 Trinidad was occupied by the Free Church 
of Scotland, when Dr KalIey sought refuge here 
with his Portuguese converts from Madeira. Later 
it passed to the United Presbyterians. Anomalously 
the Presbytery of Trinidad also became affiliated 
to the Presbyterian Church of Canada in 1890! 
We have two Chaplains at Port-of-Spain, the capital 
of the island. 

Jamaica, discovered by Columbus in 1494, was 
in 1655 detached from the dominion of Spain” 
and became a British colony. It was a principal 
centre of the slave trade, which came to an end in 
1834. “The Presbyterian Church of Jamaica in 
federal relation with the Church of Scotland ” is a 
union of several strands. In  1799 the Scottish 
Missionary Society sent out the Rev. Joseph Bethune, 
Minister at Houndwood (Berwickshire), and two 
catechists. Bethune and one of the latter died of 
yellow fever; the other became a school teacher. 
In 1818 the Presbytery of Edinburgh ordained a 
probationer to take up work at Kingston, where he 
built Scots Church (largely destroyed in the earth- 
quake of 1907). Other congregations were founded 
in Montego Bay and Falmouth. Intended originally 
for white settlers, they became centres of activity 
among the liberated slaves and their descendants, 
and in 1929 came under the Foreign Mission Com- 
mittee, though Scots Church is still a Colonial 
Station. 

To complete the history, we may mention that 

, 

. 
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the Scottish Missionary Society returned to Jamaica 
in 1823, and several ministers from the United 
Secession Church arrived in 1831. In 1843 the Free 
Church also took a share in the pork. In 1847 
the newly formed United Presbyterian Church 
took over the various missionary centres, gathered 
to-day into six presbyteries and almost a hundred 
congregations. 

Our other West Indian Stations are at  Grenada 
(re-established in 1884), the Bahamas (Nassau, 
1809), and St Vincent (1842). 

We return to the mainland at British Honduras. 
The Free Church sent a Chaplain to Belize in 1852, 
after the Legislative Assembly had voted money for 
building a church and a stipend of E300, an arrange- 
ment which lasted until 1888. The former was 
destroyed in the terrible hurricane and tidal wave 
of 1931, but has now been rebuilt 'through the 
exertions of its people. 

British Guiana presents an unusual experiment in 
Colonial Chaplaincies (14). As in Ceylon, Presby- 
terianism is here a legacy from Holland. The 
cession o€  this territory to the British in 1815 im- 
posed on its new .owners the duty 01 supplying the 
place of the Dutch Reformed Chaplains. From 
1818 the Church of Scotland provided thc needed 
ministers, but these were not presbyterially organ- 
ised until 1826. In that year Governor Sir Benjamin 
D'Urban divided Demerara and Essequibo into 
parishes. Originally all were to have been Anglican ; 
but after Scottish representations, Lord Bathurst 
allotted them to both national Churches " according 
to the religious tenets of the majority of the inhabi- 
tants of each parish," In practice this ine8nt the 

, 
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tenets of the largest slaveholders-Scots and Dutch 
as against English and Irish. The actual allocation 
worked out on a “ fifty-fifty ” basis, Presbyterian 
parishes alternating regularly with Episcopalian 
ones. The Presbytery of British Guiana was formed 
in 1831. In 1836 Berbice was similarly divided 
and became a second Presbytery. The arrangement 
sounds artificial, but on the whole worked well, 
though clergy of the Church of England are found 
to-day in some originally “ Scots ” parishes, owing 
to the former’s greater resources of man-power. 
The Presbytery of British Guiana (formed in 1869 

. from the two existing presbyteries) has nine parishes, 
five missions, and twenty-six mission statipns, 
many of them manned by catechists in the absence 
of ordained ministers, Certain difficulties with 
regard to  discipline having emerged, the Government 
about 1858 ceased to give recognition, and dis- 
establishment took place in 1920. It was expected 
that by 1945 a final payment of E18,000 would 
extinguish all further State liability. 

Strictly speaking, the Argentine cannot be re- 
garded as a “ Colonial ” Mission. The shoe, indeed, 
is on the other foot, since the republic claims a 
British Colony, thc Falkland Islands, as belonging 
rightly to herself. Argentina, however, has close 
links with this country, much of whose inoney is 
invested there, while 25,000 Scots and English live 
around Bucnos Aires. In  the remote province of 
Pstagonia thc population is largely Scottish. The 
history of our work here dates from 1835, when 
250 farmers and farm-workers from the south of 
Scotland, faced with economic disaster, set sail for 
South America, They took their schodmaster and 

. 
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their doctor with them ; shortly afterwards’ came 
their minister, the Rev. William Brown of Leuchars. 
Ever since our Church has carried on a great work, 
centred at the capital, but extending westwards to 
Valparaiso, in Chile, and southwards to Cape Horn 
and the Falklands. 

IV. 

We return from the New World to the Old, calling 
in on the way at Madeira, I f  the pearl of the Atlantic.” 
Like the Argentine, it is assigned to the Colonial . 
Committee for geographical, not political, reasons. 

After the ’15 and the ’45 many exiled Scots 
settled here. For a century they peaceably shared 
in Church of England services, held first in the 
British Consulate and after 1822 in a chapel. Trouble 
arose with the arrival of a new English Chaplain 
in 1839 : he introduced innovations in worship . 

resented by. Anglican and Presbyterian alike. In 
1840 the General Assembly therefore constituted a 
congregation on the island. Three years later it 
“ came out ” at the Disruption, and Lord Aberdeen’s 
permit authorising the Presbyterian minister to 
register births, marriages, and deaths at the British 
Consulate ” was accordingly cancelled, since the 
Rev. Julius Wood no longer belonged “ to the 
Established Church of Scotland.” 

A leading layman was Dr Kalley, a young Scots 
medico whom we have already met in the West 
Indies. On one occasion he was imprisoned by the 
Portuguese for his proselytising activities. An 
early minute of “ the Managers of Scotch Church ’.’ 
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is headed “ At Dr Kalley’s room in the City Jail.” 
Finally he .had to flee with four hundred converts 
to Trinidad. So one colonial mission led to another. 
Through these and other difficulties, a church was 
not erected till 1861. From 1883 to 1892 the con- 
gregation virtually lapsed, but in the latter year 
more liberal Portuguese legislation led to its revival. 
fn 1933 it united with the neighbouring American 
Methodist Episcopal Church. 

There was a Presbyterian congregation at  Gib- 
raltar in 1823-how long before, I cannot say. In  
1841 th,e first minister of the Church of Scotland 
was sent out from home, but this congregation also 
espoused the Disruption cause. The present build- 
ing, opened in 1854, has become familiar to thousands 
of Scots in navy blue, army khaki, and Air Force 
blue. 

Malta has had a Scots church since 1842. Its 
first Chaplain was the Rev. Dr Wood-but he used 
to declare that he was the secofid Presbyterian 
minister at Malta. “ The first,” he said, “was 
St Paul-and there has been rather a long vacancy ! ” 
He and his congregation ‘‘ came out ” at the Dis- 
ruption. To begin with, as at Gibraltar, they wor- 
shipped in the Wesleyan chapel, but at the close of 
the Crimean War the. present church was built. 
Though damaged by Italian and German bombs, 
it still survives in (‘ the George Cross Island,” and 
was a busy centre during the war for the men and 
women of all three Services. 

In the Levant we have two Colonial Stations. 
The one, recently opened, is at the oil-port of Haifa 
(1939), the other in the sacred city of Jerusalem, 
where beautiful St Andrew’s Church, with its 
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hospice, is a memorial t o  the valour of Scottish troops 
against the Turk in the first World War. 

From here it is not a very long journey, whether 
by land, sea or air, to Africa. Alexandria has been 
a centre for the Church of Scotland’s evangelistic 
and educational work among the Jews since 1861. 
More recently a Chaplain was provided for the 
Scottish population, and another at Cairo (1899). 
Both were kept very busy during the North African 
campaign. 

Our only other Colonial Station in “ t h e  Dark 
. Continent’’ is at Nairobi. (1908), the capital of 

Kenya, whose Chaplain has to cover a parish equal 
in area to one-seventh of the whole British Empire ! 
Lack of resources alone prevents our Colonial Com- 
mittee from instituting several other chaplaincies 
in this vast territory. The great Foreign Mission 
work of the Church of Scotland in Central, West, 
and South Africa does not fall within ‘the limits 
of these lectures : but it should be remembered that 
Nairobi was a product of our Mission at  Kikuyu. 

At least a passing reference, however, must be 
made to the introduction of Presbyterianism into 
the last of these three areas. Again the pioneers 
were the Dutch, though French Huguenots also 
made an early contribution, 

When Cape Colony was taken over by the British 
in 1806, they found that their predecessors had set 
up a Church Establishment which (as in British 
Guiana and Ceylon) could not be easily displaced. 
It was deemed politic to supply future vacancies in 
its ministry from Scotland rather than Holland. 
In  1822, accordingly, the Rev. Dr Thorn, whom we 
have already met in his capacity’ of Chaplain to the 
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93rd Highlanders, was sent home to recruit ministers 
from the Church of Scotland, and returned with 
eleven. Two years later there was formed a Synod 
or General Assembly, meeting quinquennially. 
Government supervision imposed by the (Dutch) 
law of 1804, proving irksome, was repealed in 1843, 
though State support continued until 1875. It 
only remains to be added that the Presbyterian 
Church of South Africa came into being in 1897, 
and one hopes that ultimately it may be united 
with the Dutch Reformed Church of South Africa, 
which ministers to some sixty per cent of its white 
population.’ The rivalry of Boer and Briton has 
hitherto made such corporate union impossible. 

On sour way across the Indian Ocean, we may 
look in at two isolated chaplaincies. One is at 
Aden, that ‘‘ barren rock ” which soldiers dread, 
though the Gordons acclaim it in a famous pipe 
march. It was originally included in the Bombay 
Presidency, and woiked by the Indian Ecclesiastical 
Establishment, with the help of our missionaries 
from Sheikh Othman. The first specifically Colonial 
Mission appointment was in 1939. The other 
chaplaincy will be found amid very different sur- 
roundings, on the Island of Mauritius, which has 
belonged successively to the Portuguese, the Dutch, 
the French, and the British. The cyclones of 1944 
and 1945 wrought, it is claimed, more damage to 
the colony than did the blitz to Malta. Here the 
Church of Scotland has two Chaplains. The one, 
maintained on the Government Establishment since 
1876, is at St Columba’s; the other ministers in 
St John’s to the French Creoles. 
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We end our story in the Southern Hemisphere. 
Though Australia is perhaps the most ‘‘ ]English ” 
(even in its accent !) of all our overseas possessions, 
Scots were among the earliest pioneers in New 
South Wales. For the first thirty-five years of that 
colony’s life, from 1788 to 1823, there was, it is true, 
no Presbyterian minister settled among them. But 
a small group of about a dozen families from the 
south of Scotland kept up the worship of God after 
the manner of their fathers on the banks of the 
Hawkesbury River, some thirty miles north of 
Sydney. They even built a small stone church, at 
the modest cost of E400, in 1817. Appropriately 
called “ Ebenezer,” it stands to this day, the earliest 
Presbyterian shrine in Australia. 

The first minister to arrive was the Rev. John 
Dunmore Lang, D.D., a Greenocli man and graduate 
of Glasgow University. In  1823 he began holding 
services in Sydney Court-room, at the invitation 
of the Scottish Governor, Sir Thomas Brisbane. 
So successful were they that a church was opened 
in the following year. A man of somewhat difficult 
temperament, Lang managed to fall foul of the 
Church authorities, and this led to a schism, later 
healed. Eventually he was elected a member of the 
Legislative Assembly, and proved himself one of 
the most powerful figures in the early history of 
Australia, where his memory is still honoured. 

The pioneerrin Victoria (or “ Australia Felix,” to 
give its original title) was the Rev. Janies Clow, 
who, as we have seen, was the first Presbyterian 
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Chaplain appointed to Bombay by the East India 
Company. Retiring for health reasons, he came to 
Melbourne, where he started services in 1837. But 
the man who really put the infant Church on a 
sound basis was an Aberdeen minister, the Rev. 
James Forbes. To begin with, he occupied the 
Episcopal Church at a different hour; but when 
this procedure was banned by the Bishop of Australia, 
Forbes, nothing daunted, built a church of his own 
in 1841. The Government provided the site and 
contributed LZOO a year to his stipend. 

The other provinces comprising the Australian 
Commonwealth followed in due course, but their 
story cannot be told here, Suffice it to say that 
the Presbyterian Churches of Queensland, New 
South Wales, South Australia, Victoria, and Western 
Australia (now united in the Presbyterian Churcli 
of Australia) shine, like the Southern Cross above, 
as some of the brightest jewels in our family 
crown. 

It is fitting that this brief survey of a great theme 
should end in New Zealand, the farthest from 
Britain of all her realms of Empire, but perhaps the 
nearest in kinship and affection. The Northern 
Island of The Long White Cloud ” was first colon- 
ised in 1840, the British anticipating a rival French 
expedition by a few short hours. Amopg the original 
immigrants were many Scots, their spiritual leadef 
being the Rev, John M‘Farlane of Paisley. Most 
of them settled at Wellington, under the New 
Zealand Land Company. The Church of Scotland 
lent its aid ; other Scots Presbyterians followed suit, 
and in due course the Presbytery of Auckland was 
formed in 1856, followed by five others, covering the 

v 
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whole of North Island and the north of South 
Island. 

Meanwhile the Land Company had initiated a 
still more ambitious Scottish immigration to South 
Island. The Free Church gave its blessing to the 
formation of a Glasgow company which appointed, 
as leader of the venture, Captain William Cargill, 
a retired officer of the 74th Highlanders (now the 
Highland Light Infantry) and a descendant of the 
famous Covenanter, The idea was to  make this 
new enterprise religious as well as commercial in 
character, so the intending colonists were carefully 
hand-picked. In 1848 there arrived at New Edin- 
burgh (the name was later changed to “ Dunedin,” 
the old Gaelic form of “ Edinburgh ”) 236 Scots 
emigrants, along with a further 90 from England. 
Their Chaplain was the Rev. Thomas Burns, son 
of Gilbert Burns and nephew of Scotland’s national 
bard. It proved a fortunate choice. Burns showed 
himself a born leader and played an important 
part in the early development of New Zealand. 
Within six months a church had been erected, and 
prospered so greatly that by 1851 the Presbytery 
of Otago was formed. Ultimately this became the 
Presbyterian Church of Otago and Southland, 
which-after many frustrations-united in 1901 
with the original Presbyterian Church of New 
Zealand, thus anticipating the Mother Country 
by twenty-eight years. 

So we come to the end of our breathless pilgrimage 
over the five continents and the seven seas. The 
vast organisation we have tried to describe is 
administered by the Colonial and Continental Com- 
mittee of the Church of Scotland, within the Over- 

\ 
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seas Department. This brief story of its manifold 
commitments is in no sense complete. The colonis- 
ing task of the Church, like the Book of the Acts, 
is a tale never really finished. Stations like Algiers, 
Cyprus, Fiji, Abadan, Hongkong, Singapore, Malaya 
have been abandoned, some of them only tem- 
porarily under stress of war. Other new ones may 
open up at  any time, since the wandering Scot must 
be followed by a wandering ministry, peripatetic 
and not static, like all forms of chaplaincy service, 
This work calls for the spirit of pioneering adventure, 
and one sometimes wonders why it does not appeal 
to more of our younger clergy. Even if they did 
not devote their whole working lives to the Church 
overseas, they would find a few years there, at the 
beginning of their ministry, invaluable for its later 
fruition in the home field. 

Amid all the richly manifold variety of colonial 
chaplaincies we may find certain features in common 
as we study their early history. One is the conflict 
in so many cases with an entrenched or invading 
Anglicanism. It would, I believe, be a mistake to 
think of this phenomenon as entirely a product of 
odium theologicuvb, I prefer to place it in the 
historical setting of Scotland’s unceasing struggle, as 
a smaller nation, against absorption by the pre- 
dominant partner, If she has managed to keep her 
identity intact for more than two centuries since 
the Union of the Parliaments, it is her greatest 
national institution, the Church, that has been 
mainly responsible. 

Another feature is the very large part played by 
Glasgow and the west of Scotland in most of the 
colonial enterprises here described. The reason has 
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already been suggested-that city’s position as 
commercial capital of the country, always seeking 
fresh fields of operation for its men, its materials, 
and its money. Perhaps there is more in it than 
that ;  perhaps the civic motto, even if it is so 
commonly abbreviated, was never wholly forgotten : 

Let Glasgow flourish by the $reaching of the Word.” 
Again we note the enthusiasm with which Chap- 

lains from one centre frequently went to  others, in 
order to assist the growth of Presbyterianism over- 
seas. Our Scottish Diaspora, the people of our 
national dispersion, have been loyally followed by 
the ministry of their own Faith and Order. 

There is romance, heroism, sacrifice, high adven- 
ture in the long story, a story still being written, 
with its footnotes in countless Highland and Low- 
land homes, great cities, and tiny clachans. The 
people of our nation should be grateful for some- 
thing which has proved a cementing force in building 
up the British Commonwealth of Nations. An 
Empire unworthily manned, someone bas- said, is 
an Empire morally indefensible. We have no reason 
to be ashamed of our Scottish representatives over- 
seas. Exceptions there are : but many of them 
provide in truth ‘ I  the salt of the earth,” and it is 
often their Chaplains who have’ helped that salt to 
keep its savour. 

I could not better end than in some words spoken 
by the late Dr Donald Fraser at the Union Assembly 
of 1929 : “When John of Portugal sent his navi- 
gators to find a way to India, he charged them on 
their way to place the Cross on. every headland of 
Africa. To-day we charge, and shall help our sons 
and daughters who go forth to serve the cause of . 
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human progress, to plant, not a cross of stone and 
wood, but by purity of life and honourable conduct 
to maintain those standards which have made our 
nation great; and in every relation with their 
fellow-men‘and with other races to be living witnesses 
of Christ’s Gospel.” 

NOTES ON LECTURE IV. 

[I should like to aclcnoivledge the assistance so readily given 
by the Rev. Alexander King, M.A., Secretary to the Colonial and 
Continental Committee of the Church of Scotland, both in this 
lecture and in the one following: also by the Rev. David 
Preston, B.D. 

The only general work: on the subject known to me is Presby- 
tevianism in the Colonies (the Fifth Series of the Chalmers Lectures), 
by the Rev. Gordon Balfour, D.D. Its sub-title is: “With 
special reference to the principles of the Free [afterwards U.F.] 
Church of Scotland” ; so, not unnaturally, its treatment is 
considerably restricted by this fact. 

See also The Presbyterian Cburclzes : Their Place aitd Power 
iiz Modern Cltriuteitdoin, by the Very Rev, J. N. Ogilvie, D.D., 
pp. 133-183 ; The I?@ztence of tlze Scottish Cltzcrclt in Christettdont 
(being the Raird Lecture for 1886), by the Rev. Professor Henry 
Cowan, D.D., pp. 132-166 ; The Btrrning Bzcsh, by the Rev. 
J .  R. Fleming, D.D., former Secretary of the General Presby- 
terian Alliance, pp, 146468 ; The Presbyterian Chzcrches, by the 
Rev. Professor James Moffatt, D.D., DLitt., pp. 86-93; The 
Call to tlze Clzztrch’ (The Book of the Forward Movement), pp. 

Among books which have been consulted on speciaI fieIds 

The Haidbook of the CAicrck of Scotland ia India,  edited by the 

The Winning of the (Canadiau) Frontier, by Principal Ed!nund 

To the West Indies and Back, by the Rev. David Scott, D.D. 

113-124. 

are :- 

Rev. R. G. Jamieson, M.A. 4th ed., pp. 10-14, 31-127. 

H. Oliver, Ph.D., F.R.S.C., pp. 128-142, 188-202. - 

. 
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Reminiscences of an  Old Bermuda Church, by Joseph H. S. 

Jamaica, by the Rev. J. S. L. Wood, M.A. 
Pages from the History of the Scottish Kirk in British Guiana, 

An Island Story (Madeira), by the Rev. James W. Purves, M A .  
Also the various General Assembly Reihorts and ProceediHgs 

Frith. 

by J. Graham Cruiclrshank. 

and Debates of recent years.] 

(1) Scottish Emfhe, by Andrew Dewar Gibb (a most 
informative study). 

(2) Commonly attributed to Sir Walter Scott, but of 
disputed authorship. The name of John Galt has also 
been suggested. See G. M. Fraser's article in the Times 
Literary Sup$lement, 23rd December 1904 : also Hugh 
MacDiarmid's Golden Treasury of Scottish Poetry, p. 380. 

(3) When King James VI. and I. devised the money- 
making plan of selling Baronetcies of Nova Scotia to any 
prepared to pay for the honour a picturesque legal 
fiction was introduced. TQ complete the title to their 
Canadian lands under old Scots law the new baronets 
had to " take sasine " by earth and stone. On the 
Castlehill (now the Esplanade in front of Edinburgh 
Castle) they accordingly received possession of the 
estates which few of them ever troubled to visit. 
Canadian soldiers in both World Wars were always 
amused and interested to tread upon their native soil 
thus miraculously transported to the Scottish capital. 

(4) Op. cit., pp. 16-30. 
(5)  Scotland, by R. M. Mackie, M.A., pp. 455-456 and 

460-466. 
(6) Fasti (old ed.), p. 400. 
(7) Ibid., pp. 154-156. Also Practice and Procedwe 

of the Church of Scotland, by the Rev. James T. COX, 
D.D., pp. 264-267. 

(8) A Principal Chaplain is now in charge, replacing 
. the previous three Presidency -Senior Chaplains. The 
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establishment, in process of gradual reduction, has 
become primarily a military one, but a substantial 
Government grant helps to maintain six ‘ I  Colonial ” 
Chaplains, thus enabling the Church to provide spiritual 
ministrations for I ‘  entitled ” civil personnd in Govern- 
ment employment at  certain specified Stations. The 
whole arrangement is subject to revision every five 
years, as from and including 1951, with a view to 
the gradual reduction of this grant. Recent political 
changes in India are likely to open up the whole 
question anew. Only two of our present congregations 
there can maintain themselves financially without some 
assistance, either from Government or from the home 
Church. 

For this information I am indebted to the Rev. D. F. 
Mackenzie, B.D., Clunie. 

(9) For the regulations affecting Overseas Presbyteries 
see Cox (op, cit.), pp. 259 et seq. 

(10) Fasti, p. 156. 
(11) The story will be found in full in Gibb (09. cit.), 

(12) The second verse has been omitted from the 
Revised Church Hymnary (371) in deference to the 
protests of British residents on the island, who, not 
unnaturally, objected to its wording. It began, as some 
will remember :- 

pp. 19?-196, 

’’ What though the spicy breezes 
Blow soft o’er Ceylon’s isle, 

Where every prospect pleases, 
And oiily man is vile.” 

Incidentally, Bishop Heber originally wrote “ Java’sisle.” 
(13) Now combined with the Congregationdists and 

Methodists to form the United Church of Canada. There 
is dso a strong (Continuing) Presbyterian Church in 
Canada, formed from a section which did not enter the 
Union. 

(14) See Cox (op. cit.), pp. 263-264. 


