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LECTURE V. 

THE CONTINENTAL CHAPLAIN. 

I. 

Church of Scotland Continental Mission-The " wandering Scot " 
-The Auld Alliance-Sweden-Russia-The Hansa-Hol- 
land and Belgium-France-Germauy-Sxvitzerland-Hun- 

, gary and Czechoslovakia-Italy-Spain and Portugal- 
* Pan-Presbyterianism. 

WE must at the outset define the limits of this 
lecture, The function of the Continental Mission of 
the Church of Scotland is a threefold one. It has 
? spiritual care of Scots folk living for a longer or 
shorter time on the Continent in 9artibus inj@lium+ 
Tt gives help to the Reformed or Presbyterian 
Churches in Europe, by financial grants and by 
affording facilities for training their theological 
students at  Scottish Universities. It enters into 
and maintains wider relations with such Churches, 
through bodies like the Presbyterian Alliance and 
the World Council of Churches. 

Only the first of these objects will be dealt with 
in the present lecture, To paint aright the picture 
of our continental chaplaincies, however, a back- 
ground, however sketchy, must be provided. For 
obvious reasons there is no attempt here to describe 
the .progress of the. Reformation in Europe ; but, 
as we proceed, incidental references will occur to 
its developments in various countries, in order to 
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present the local setting of the work about to be 
mentioned. 

We saw in our last lecture that for many centuries 
the Scots have been notable among the nations at 
once for loving and for leaving their fatherland. 
The reasons for this phenomenon have already been 
discussed. Long before there were any British 
colonies for him to settle in, the " wandering Scot " 
had become a familiar figure in many parts of 
Europe. As a result, he has usually tended to be 
less insular, more internationally minded than his 
English neighbour. 

The first of these emigrants seem to have been 
themselves " Continental Chaplains " ; or, at any 
rate, missionaries of the Christian faith to men and 
women of their own race, if not their own nation. 
I refer to the early evangelists of the Celtic Church. 
It is, of course, almost impossible to state with any 
certainty which of them were really what we should 
now call '' Irish." Dr Hill Burton warns his readers 
(1) against the common mistake of regarding Scotus 
as applying only to Scotland, an identification not 
fully made until the thirteenth century. Nor is it 
quite certain (despite strong evidence) that St Patrick 
went to Ireland from our own country, thus laying 
the former under a debt repaid a century later, 
when St Columba settled in Iona. 

So perhaps we do well to  use the adjective " Scoto- 
Irish " for men like St Columbanus, who evangelised 
pagan Switzerland and semi - pagan Burgundy ; 
St  Fridoline, the apostle of Suabiarand Alsace; 
St Trudpert, who chose the Black Forest as his 
centre €or missionary work ; St Kilian, founder of 
thd Church of Franconia. These were only a few of 

. 

- 
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the many who brought the Faith to brother Celts 
on the mainland of Europe. Even that pioneer of 
strictly Anglo-Saxon missions to the Continent, 
St Wilfrid of Ripon, was a disciple of St Aidan at 
Lindisfarne, and so in the true succession of Iona. 
Three centuries later, a Scot of whose nationality 
there is this time no doubt, St Cadroe, kinsman of 
King Constantine, evangelised the district west of 
the Rhine, along the banks of the Rivers Loire, 
Meuse, and Moselle. 

These early religious contacts, however, were not 
maintained after the decline of the Celtic Church, 
apart from a certain going to and coming from 
Rome (which later acquired its own Scots College) 
on the part of ecclesiastical dignitaries. 

The first real impact of the Continent upon Scot- 
land was political, not religious, and came from 
France, though at second-hand-the Anglo-Norman 
invasion. Unlike the original attack upon England 
in 1066, it was for two centuries friendly enough- 
a gradual infiltration of Norman aristocracy across 
the Borders. These men became Scots in q m e ;  
but, during the Wars of Independence, the great 
majority of them cast in their lot with Edward of 
England and his ‘‘ Quisling ” Baliol. Robert the 
Bruce was also of Norman descent, and in his younger 
days played a very equivocal part in Scotland‘s 
struggle for national freedom. Later, as we grate- 
fully remember, the selfish adventurer is moulded 
by adversity into the patriot king and gallant 
knight, who finally reaped the fruits of Wallace’s 
earlier but unavailing struggle (2). 

After Bannockburn the Anglo-Norman influence 
and the feudal system which it sought to establish 

’ ’ 
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practically disappeared; but in the year 1326 we 
firid the first Treaty between Scotland and France, 
What came to be known as “ the Auld Alliance ” 
was a measure dictated by the common interests of 
both nations. Each saw in England an inveterate 
foe : the one, a constant menace to Scottish indepen- 
dence: the other, a persistent claimant to the 
French throne. “ These concurring sources of 
contest,” writes Hill Burton (3), “ rendered the 
League the most: natural thing in the world. It 
enabled the kings of the House of Valois to fight 
their battle on British ground without sending an 
army there; it provided to  the Scots, whenever 
they could safely leave their homes, an opportunity 
of striking a blow at the enemy and oppressor of 
their land.” 

It is no part of this lecture to describe, even 
in barest outline, the historical events centred 
within that “ eternal triangle ” of Scotland, England, 
and France. French influence upon Scotland was 
never quite so deep as might have been expected, 
although we may find traces of it in our architecture, 
both religious and domestic (the High Street of 
Montrose strikingly resembles a Flanders Place), 
and even in our language, where many familiar 
words are French in their origin (4). Technical 
expressions used in Scottish Church courts, like 
“ moderator ” and “ overture,” came to us later 
from the Huguenots, Scots law derives from Roman 
law mostly through French channels, while the 
Estates (the Scottish Parliament) were closely 
modelled on the States-General of France. 

Scots, on the other hand, played no inconsiderable 
part in the life of that country, where many rose 
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to great eminence. Thus, in 1424, John Stewart, 
Earl of Buchan, led 7000 of his fellow-countrymen 
across the North Sea, and administered a crushing 
defeat to the troops of Henry V. of England at 
Baug6, in Anjou. As a result of this, Buchan became 
High Constable of France. Later he was joined by 
his father-in-law, Archibald, Earl of Douglas, and 
5000 more Scots. Douglas was created Duke of 
Touraine, but he and Buchan were killed next year 
at the bloody battle of Verneuil. 

The famous Scots Guard of France (so vividly 
described in Scott’s QGentin Durward) was probably 
formed from those survivors of Verneuil who did 
not return home. It consisted of 100 gens 
d’armes and 200 archers. Its first Captain was 
John Stewart of Darnley, founder of the great 
Scots House of d‘AubignC in France. The privileges 
of this corps #&lite were numerous and important. 
After the Union of the Crowns, its Scottish element 
gradually dwindled, until by 1730 there was not a 
single Scot left in La Garde Ecossaise. Even then, 
according to a French contemporary writer, when 
a guard was’ challenged, ‘’ il rkpond, en lhossais, 
Ai am hire 1-c’est 8. dire, Me voila ! ” 

Other famous Scottish names in French history 
include the Earl of Mar, illegitimate son of the 
Wolf of Badenoch, who fought at Liege alongside 
some of the best blood in Scotland, the Duke of 
Albany, and the Earl of Lennox. 

Nor was the contribution exclusively military. 
Before their own Universities had been created, 
our forefathers flocked to the University of Paris, 
’whose -Scots College was founded by David, Bishop 
of Moray, as early as the reign of King Robert the 
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Bruce. My Alma Mater, the University of Aberdeen, 
was modelled on Paris, and to this day its election 
of Lord Rector by the procurators of four “ nations ” 
(as’ also in Glasgow) follows exactly the French 
medimal system. It may be added that the Aber- 
deen freshman ” or first-year Arts student is 
called a “ bajan ” (in St Andrews I ‘  bejant ”), 
because that it is the nearest rendering in our ver- 
nacular of the French bec juwze, the ‘‘ yellow beak ” 
of the fledgling. The ‘‘ Faculties ” and the “ Deans ” 
of Scottish Universities are also borrowed from the 
University of Paris, while the robes of a St Andrews 
Doctor of Divinity are a replica of those worn there. 

In its long history it had no fewer than thirty 
Scottish rectors, a striking achievement on the 
part of a small and distant nation, Among the 
names of Scots famous for their learning on the 
Continent in the Middle Ages we mark those of 
John Duns Scotus, the “Subtle Doctor” who 
flourished at  Cologne at the end of the eleventh and 
beginning of the twelfth century ; John Major 
(Mair), Doctor of the Sorbonne ; Hector Boece 
(Boethius), the historian, who came from Montacute 
t o  become first Principal of King’s College, Aber- 
deen; George Buchanan, the greatest scholar of 
his day, who spent most of the first fifty years of 
his life in various French Universities ; Robert 
Boyd of Trochrig, one of my predecessors in Govan 
(and incidentally its last Principal-Minister), son 
of the Archbishop of Glasgow and grandson of the 
Earl of Cassilis, who held professorships at Mon- 
tauban and Saumur, returning to Scotland with a 
French wife; Alexander Ales or Alane (Alesius), 
who helped the cause of the Reformation in 
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Germany, and John Maccabeus (M'Alpine), who did 
the same in Denmark. 

To make our catalogue more complete, we should 
also mention in passing John Knox and his son- 
in-law, John Welsh of Ayr, whom Louis XII. 
designated " mon minisire " ; Andrew Melville, 
" the second founder of the Reformation," professor 
at Poitiers and Geneva before he assumed the 
double office of Minister at Govan and Principal of 
Glasgow University ; Walter Donaldson of Aber- 
deen, professor at Sedan, Saumur, and Montauban 
successively ; finally, and in much later days, Robert 
Haldane, who in 1816 originated at Geneva that 
religious evangelical movement of which Merle 
d'Aubign6 and FrCdiric Monod became the leaders. 
On his return to Scotland, Haldane founded in 
Edinburgh and London ' I  The Continental Aid 
Society " for the support of itinerant evangelists, 
and stimulated British interest in the Reformed 
Churches of Europe. 

But France was not the only European country 
to be penetrated by the wandering Scot. Many 
soldiers of fortune, like Ritt-master Dugald Dalgetty 
(5) of Drumthwacket and '' Mareschal College," 
Aberdeen, in Scott's Legend of Montiose, sold their 
swords, if not to the highest bidder, at  least to him 
who offered the best prospects of hard fighting and 
speedy promotion. 

Gustavus Adolphus had no fewer than thirteen 
regiments of Scottish infantry in his service, where 
countless officers with names like Hepburn, Hamilton, 
Turner, Lumsden, Forbes, Ruthven, Grant, Gordon, 
Leslie, and Lindsay assisted the Lion of the North. 
Alexander Erskine acted as his War Minister and 
special representative at the signing of the Treaty of 
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Westphalia. Many Swedes still bear Scottish names, 
as the descendants of these men. 

James Keith became Frederick the Great’s Field- 
marshal, after transferring from the army of Russia, 
a country which also seems to have had a special 
liking for Scots. General Thomas Dalyell reorganised 
the Russian army, and for his services was pre- 
sented by Czar Alexis with a two-handed sword, still 
preserved at The Binns. Paul Jones has already 
been mentioned in our lecture on “The Military 
Chaplain.” To him we must add Samuel Greig of 
Inverkeithing, who rose to  be Commodore of the 
Muscovite Fleet against the Turks in 1769, and Sir 
James Wylie, an Aberdeen physician who became 
military surgeon to  Czar Alexander at the end of the 
eighteenth century. Nor should we forget that 
brilliant young architect, Charles Cameron, whom 
Catherine the Great commissioned to erect some 
of her finest public buildings. 

Many Scots, of course, went overseas in the 
peaceful enterprises of trade, chiefly to the Low 
Countries and the Baltic. There was a considerable 
community of them, in the seventeenth century, at 
Danzig and other Hansa towns. Robert Gordon, a 
wealthy member of the group, endowed in his 
native Aberdeen the school which I had the privilege 
of attending two centuries later. Of Scottish com- 
mercial enterprise in Holland we shall have occasion 
to speak in a moment, when we come to deal with 
our chaplaincies in that country. 

11. 

It is time, indeed, to turn to our subject-proper, 
the Continental Chaplains. Since the Union of 1929 
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their work has been supervised by three Presbyteries. 
That of Northern Europe consists of the congrega- 
tions at Amsterdam, Rotterdam, Brussels, Dresden, 
Geneva, Lausanne, Montreux, and Paris. The 
Presbytery of Southern Europe contains Cannes, 
Mentone, Nice, Florence, Genoa, Leghorn, Rome, 
and Malta. Midway between them, and not as yet 
included in either, are our Jewish Mission Chap- 
laincies at Budapest, Prague, and Cluj (Kolosvar). 
Finally, we have the Presbytery of Spain and 
Portugal, with congregations at Gibraltar, Huelva, 
Madrid, Rio Tinto, and Lisbon. It seems convenient 
to follow this plan in what we have now to say. 

First, then, Holland and Belgium. We have 
already noted, in our last lecture, how many have 
been our contacts with the former country in the 
colonial field. Scotland ' and the Netherlands are 
the only two nations in the world where Presby- 
terianism is the State religion established by law. 

At the time of the Reformation, Holland and 
Belgium were united under a Stadtholder as part 
of the dominions of Charles V., Emperor of Germany 
and King of Spain. Curiously enough, in the light 
of history, it was in the latter country that the first 
Reformation martyrs suffered death. These were 
the monks Henry Voes and John Esch, executed at 
Brussels in 1523. 

In the Anabaptist rising of 1534, 30,000 Protes- 
tants perished : but their cause was maintained, 
despite the introduction of the Inquisition under 
Philip 11. For nearly a century the grim struggle 
continued, It is estimated that in Flanders, at this 
period, two-thirds of the people had been won over 
to the Reformation. 

' 

. 
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In 1563 the Synod of the Walloon Churches 
following the Calvinistic system was formed. Five 
years later the Low Countries rebelled against 
Spanish and Roman Catholic domination, under the 
leadership of William, Prince of Orange, and, in 
1579, under the Treaty of Utrecht, the seven northern 
provinces proceeded to  form the Union which was 
the beginning of the Dutch Republic. 

But Spain managed to win back most of the 
ground she had lost in the south, with the result 
that modern Belgium remains largely Roman 
Catholic. It has two small Protestant Churches 
organised on Presbyterian lines-the Union of 
Evangelical Churches in Belgium, which goes back 
to the Reformation, and the Christian Missionary 
Church of Belgium, about a century old. Between 
them they contain barely 50,000 people. 

Holland, on the other hand, is still predominantly 
Protestant and Presbyterian, nearly half of her 
nine million people belonging either to the Nether- 
lands (national) Reformed Church or the (free) 
Reformed Church, which broke away in 1837. 

Many Scottish churchmen who fled from the 
persecutions of the seventeenth century found 
hospitable refuge here, like John Forbes of Corse, 
most famous of the " Aberdeen Doctors," who 
came to Amsterdam, or Robert Durie of Anstruther 
to Leyden. 

In  the roll of membership of each General Assembly 
right down to 1929 the name '' Campvere '' appears. 
There was always a blank after it : no commissioner 
ever filled the vacancy (6) .  An interesting story 
lies behind this historical survival-now, alas, 
relkgated to the dust-heap of oblivion. In 1528 

I 
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Campvere (now " Vere," a small fishing town in 
Walcheren) was established as the only staple in 
the United' Provinces for the whole of Scotland. 
The Convention of Scottish Royal Burghs resolved 
in 1587 " that there be ane minister elected." No 
steps, however, were taken for an actual appoint- 
ment until 1612, when an election was made by the 
.Burghs " with the advice and consent of his majestie " 
(King James VI.). The new congregation was 
recognised as part of the Church of Scotland by an 
Act of Assembly in 1641, and this arrangement 
lasted for almost three centuries, as we have seen, 
despite the fact that the privileges granted to the 
Scottish staple at Campvere had been revoked by 
the Batavian Republic at the instance of Napoleon 
in 1799, when the church was sacrilegiously con- 
verted by the French into a House of Correction. 

Our Continental Chaplaincies at Amsterdam and 
Rotterdam are relics of this old connection. Both 
flourished up to the time of the recent war, their 
ministers being associated not only with the Church 
of Scotland but also with the Dutch National Church, 
as members of the local classis or Presbytery. 

The church at Rotterdam was a specially interest- 
ing building, gifted by the Municipality in 1642, 
when (on application to the Presbytery of Edin- 
burgh) the Rev. Alexander Petrie was sent out as 
its first minister. Its vestry contain'ed a wonderful 
series of oil paintings of former Chaplains, Alas, 
all has gone in the wanton air bombardment by the 
Germans in 1940. The building at Amsterdam, 
however, is still intact. Originally the Church of 
the Beguine nuns, and still surrounded by its con- 
ventual houses, it dates from the early seventeehth 

. 
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century. I regret to add that it is locally known 
as ‘ I  the EngZisk Church ” !-doubtless because that 
language is spoken in its services, During the 
recent war it was requisitioned for use as a chapel 
by the German Navy. 

In  Belgium there is a Scots Church at Brussels, 
whose minister also conducts periodical services in 
the (Anglican) St George’s Memorial Church, Ypres. 
When British troops entered the Belgian capital in 
1944, the local inhabitants got a locksmith to open 
the church doors, shut during German occupation ; 
the bells were rung to welcome the deliverers, and 
when two Church of Scotland Army Chaplains 
arrived, they found the building swept and gar- 
nished for a joyful service of rededication and 
thanksgiving. 

To those who, like myself, can claim Huguenot (7) 
blood in their veins, it is always pleasant to remember 
that Calvin was a Frenchman, and that France 
was among the very first European lands to embrace 
the cause of the Reformation. In  1512 Jacques le 
FAvre began to proclaim the doctrine of Justification 
by Faith, and after the publication of the New 
Testament in French in 1523 the new movement 
gained adherents in every walk of life, from Francis I. 
downwards. Ten years later, however, the King 
recanted, and henceforth the stake and faggot 
ruled. Jean Cauvin (John Calvin) and many of his 
disciples were forced to flee to Geneva; but by 
1555, when the Huguenots began to organise them- 
selves on Presbyterian lines under his influence, it 
was estimated that anything from a quarter to a 
third of the whole population had turned Protestant. 
Four years later the first National Synod met in 
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Paris, under the leadership of Count de Coligny and 
others. The terrible story of the forty years’ civil 
war which followed cannot be told here. The 
massacre of St Bartholomew’s Day (24th August 
1572) is still a bitter memory in French history, 
and the struggle continued until 1598, when Henri IV. 
of Navarre, having abjured Protestantism to gain 
the crown of France, sought to quieten his con- 
science by signing the Treaty of Nantes, 

A century later the Edict was revoked, all Hugue- 
not churches were razed to the ground, their schools 
closed, their funds sequestered, and seven hundred 
pastors banished. France lost a quarter of a million 
of her most industrious sons and daughters forced 
to emigrate to Britain, Holland, Germany, and 
America. Out of five million Protestants but a 
bare handful survived, as the Church under the 
Cross,” (‘ the Church of the Anvil.” 

Antoine Court may be reckoned the true restorer 
of French Presbyterianism, at Nimes, in 1715. At 
the Revolution the laws against Protestantism were 
revoked, and when Napoleon came to power he 
gave the Reformed Church of France a constitution 
and State support which continued up to  the Dis- 
establishment of 1905. Alongside these State-aided 
congregations there grew up a Free Church move- 
ment, formally constituted as “The  Union of 
Evangelical Churches ” by FrCdCric Monod in 1849. 
In  1817 the Mission IntCrieure, and in 1872 the 
M’CaU Mission were founded, to reach not only 
lapsed and scattered Protestants, but also the great 
irreligious mass of the people, 
’ The first National Synod since 1659 met in 1872. 
To-day the total number of French Protestants is 
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about a million-only a small proportion of the 
population, but a very influential one, nevertheless. 
A United Reformed Church, including the Reformed 
Evangelical, Reformed Free, and Methodist Churches, 
came into being in 1938. 

Since 1874 the Church of Scotland has had its 
Church and Chaplain at Paris. In these lectures, 
SO far as possible, I have avoided giving the names 
of men at present serving, but I cannot forbear to 
mention that of the Rev. Dr Donald C. Caskie. 
After the fall of Paris in 1940 he went to ‘‘ Vichy ” 
France, and served at Marseilles and Grenoble, 
helping many British to escape. Arrested by the 
Italians, he was imprisoned at St Rem0 and handed 
over to  the Gestapo, who tried him for his life. 
Caskie was saved only by the intervention of the 
Pastor of the German Church in Paris. From the 
prison of Fresnes he was removed to the camp at 
St Denis, and there liberated by the Allies. He was 
one of the many who risked their lives over and 
over again during those perilous years. 

Though our other French chaplaincies come under 
the Presbytery of Southern Europe, it seems most 
convenient to mention them here. Cannes began 
as a preaching-station in 1854, inaugurated by the 
Rev. George Brown, afterwards of Pau (now aban- 
doned). Its large and valuable library was looted 
by the retreating Germans. At Mentone services 
have been held since 1868 (Spurgeon preached the 
sermon when the present church was opened in 
1891), and at Nice from a somewhat later date. 

- I t  is often wrongly imagined that these Riviera 
chaplaincies minister only to the idle rich, and so 
are luxuries far which our Church need accept no 
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responsibility. Even were this true, surely (if 
Scripture is to be believed) the rich need such 
ministrations even more than the poor. But, as a 
matter of fact, these British “ colonies ” are com- 
posed largely of people with small fixed incomes, 
living modestly and quietly within their restricted 
means. 

We need spend little time over Germany, since 
Dresden (1874), our only station here, has been 
unoccupied since before the 1914-1918 war. Though 
this country may be regarded as the cradle of the 
Reformation, with Luther as its proto-evangelist, it 
was unfortunate that his consistorial system of 
church government, with its contempt of the “ man 
.in the street,” should virtually have brought the 
Church under the control of the State, that “ divinely 
sanctioned order,” and thus contributed, however 
indirectly, to the rise of Hitler’s totalitarian rkgime. 
It is noteworthy that the German Reformed Church, 
with a different tradition as to the relation between 
Church and State, was practically solid for the 
“ Confessional ” movement which opposed the 
I‘ German Christians.” 

Calvinism was once strong in the Palatinate 
(Rhineland), and the Heidelberg Catechism was 
honoured by Scots Reformers. But Luther’s quarrel 
with Zwingli created a schism, formally healed by 
the formation of the National Evangelical Church 
of Prussia in 1817. In 1884 the Reformed Alliance 
(Reformierte Burtd) was founded to preserve the old 
Presbyterian tradition, to  which there adhere about 
three millions, or one-seventh of the Lutheran total.. 
The struggle between the Confessional Christians 
(BeherthZss Kivche) and the German Christians 
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(Dezttsche Chrkteiz) during the past ten years cannot 
be discussed here, but one may hope and believe 
that the former's repentance and faith will yet play 
an important part in the rebuilding of a better 
Germany in years tp come. 

Switzerland, like France and Holland, was closely 
associated with the Scottish Reformation. Zwingli 
is the first eminent name. He began to teach at 
Zurich in 1519, but his efforts to form a Protestant 
League led to the opposition of the Forest cantons 
and his own death. The centre of the new move- 
ment now passed to Geneva, where Farel's preaching 
led to the abolition of Romanism by that city- 
state in 1526. The arrival of Calvin has been already 
mentioned, and most of us are sufficiently familiar 
with the story of his long struggle with the magis- 
trates, and the arrival of John Knox. 

The Counter-Reformation won back much lost 
ground, and for two centuries the cause of the 
Reformers languished, until Johann Kaspar Lavater, 
another famous Zurich divine (8), became a great 
personal force in reviving Swiss piety. To-day 
two-thirds of the population belong to  the Reformed 
and one-third to  the Roman communion. A national 
Church exists in each of the five Protestant cantons 
(Zurich, Berne, Basle, Vaud, and Neuch%tel), while 
Free Churches, created by the efforts of Alexandre 
Vinet and others, are also scattered here and there. 
A Kirchenbzd or Federation of Evangelical Churches 
was formed in 1922. 

Even though the League of Nations may be no 
more, Geneva still remains the centre of much of 
the international Christian life of Europe. Our 
work there is (apart from i t s  earlier connection with 
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John Knox) of recent date, and the sudden death 
of the Rev. Denzil Patrick in 1944 was a tragic blow. 
Under his successor the Church of Scotland con- 
tinues to be worthily represented. 

Lausanne is a centre for girlsJ schools with many 
Scots pupils. My wife still remembers the kindness 
shown her and others during their schooldays by 
our Chaplain, and this gracious ministry continues. 
His present successor rendered help to refugees during 
this war, and kept in touch with Scots prisoners of 
war in Germany, owing to the fact that he was 
working in a neutral country. Montreux has not 
been occupied for a good number of years. 

111. 

Before passing to Southern Europe, a word about 
our three Jewish Mission Stations at Budapest, Cluj 
(Kolosvar), and Prague, which I visited in 1931, 
preaching at the English service in each case, Though 
these are administered by the Jewish Mission Com- 
mittee, their missionaries act also as Chaplains to 
the resident British " colonies." . 

Hungary should be of interest to all Scots, since 
both St Martin of Tours and Queen Margaret were 
born there. Despite the fact that it lost two million 
members at the disruption of the nation after the 
first World War, the Hungarian Reformed or Calvin- 
istic Church remains the second largest in the world, 
with 1,800,000 adherents-nearly a quarter of the 
entire population. It also presents the interesting 
phenomenon of bishops in a Presbyteri3n Church. 
Our Mission there (9) dates from 1841, IQ 1839 

, 



The Continental Chaplain. 127 

the General Assembly sent four church leaders on 
a tour of inquiry throughout the Iands where Jews 
were then known to live. Two of them, Professor 
Alexander Black of Aberdeen and Dr Alexander 
Keith of St Cyrus, fell ill while passing through 
Budapest on their way home from the Near East, 
and were nursed back to health by the Archduchess 
Maria Dorothea, who happened to be a German 
Protestant. She promised to help and protect 
Scottish missionaries to the Jews in Hungary, should 
any such ever be sent; and the promise has been 
kept. 

Not only is our Mission to the Jews in the Hun- 
garian capital the largest in Christendom, but its 
influence on the Reformed Church of that country 
has been very great, encouraging its opposition 
to anti-Semitism, and leading it to carry on our 
work during both world wars. The buildings were 
damaged in fierce fighting between the Russians 
and the Germans. 

Cluj (10) is the principal town of Transylvania, 
that part of Hungary transferred to Rumania by 
the Treaty of Trianon, but returned in part by the 
Germans during the recent war. Its ultimate 
destiny is as yet uncertain. Most Rumanians belong 
to the Orthodox Church, but there are three-quarters 
of a million " Reformed " in Transylvania, almost 
all of Hungarian descent. Our work began here in 
1925. So many Jews have been exiled or slain that 
its continuance is doubtful. 

Prague (11) is the beautiful capital of Czecho- 
slovakia. The Reformation in Bohemia will always 
be associated with the name of John Huss and the 
cteatioii in 5467 of tbe Uw2cl.s F r a t r z ~ ~  At. this 
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time ninety per cent of the Bohemians and Moravians 
were Protestants. Their cause, however, was well- 
nigh lost when the Czechs were defeated by the 
Austrian Hapsburgs at the Battle of the White 
Mountain in 1620. In 1781 an Edict of Toleration 
revealed the tragic fact that only a remnant of 
73,000 Lutherans and Reformed still existed. 

On the creation of the Republic in 1919, these 
united to form the Evangelical Church of the Czech 
Brethren, which has now some 300,000 members. 
There was also a great breakaway from Rome, 
most of the seceders either going to form the new 
Czechoslovak Church or else remaining virtually 
churchless. 

In 1862 the Free Church of Scotland sent its first 
missionary to the Jews at Prague, but withdrew in 
1893, and work was not resumed here till after the 
Union, in 1934-the Colonial and Continental Com- 
mittee co-operating. Both it and the Jewish Mission 
Committee have recently resolved to reopen the joint 
station, where work was interrupted by the war. 

The Presbytery of 
Southern Europe, as we have said, includes the 
French Riviera, Malta (already treated), and 
Italy. 

The story of the Waldenses, ‘‘ the Israel of the 
Alps,” to whose heroism John Miltoii paid the 
tribute of a famous sonnet (U),  makes an irresistible 
appeal to all Protestants. Four centuries before 
the Reformation these followers of Pietro Valdo, 
the rich merchant of Lyons, lit a light in the valleys 
of the Cottian Alps (Lux Zzuet in tenebris is their 
Church‘s fitting motto), which has never since been 
put out, Even Mussolini seems to &we shielded it, 

But we must hasten on. 
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despite his concordat with the Papacy. It is not 
always realised, however, that the Waldenses have 
long since spread outside the narrow circle of their 
mountain fastnesses, and that there is now no city 
of any size or importance in modern Italy without 
its worshipping group, while many have also found 
a home in  the New World. 

If American Methodism is the strongest “ foreign ” 
Protestant communion in Italy, the Church of 
Scotland has also an important work. Leghorn is 
the oldest of our Italian stations, having been 
occupied in 1841. Both here and at  Genoa (founded 
in 1853) our Harbour Missions have given fine 
service to the British Merchant Navy despite much 
opposition, especially in their earlier days, from 
Roman Catholic ecclesiastics, The church in Leg- 
horn lies to-day, unfortunately, entirely in ruins. 
Incidentally, a former Chaplain, Dr Donald Miller, 
helped Garibaldi in his attack on Sicily. The church 
in Genoa is also a ruin, but its Seamen’s Rest, 
though damaged, was repaired by the British Army 
and used by them under Methodist direction as a 
canteen, until the last of the troops were withdrawn. 
It was called Wesley House ! The Committee at 
home hopes to reopen it soon as a Seamen’s Mission. 

Florence, sometimes called “ the Edinburgh of 
Italy,” is its cultural capital, aqd much frequented 
by British visitors. In 1849 n church was started 
here through the efforts of Dr Robert W. Stewart of 
Leghorn, who also turned the old Palazzo Salviaci 
into a training college for Waldcnsian evangelists. 
The church was and is housed in a historic old 
palace (once occupied by Napoleon) on one of the 
A r m  quays, vert Robert and Elizabeth Barrett 
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Browning used to attend the Scottish service. Its 
roof was badly holed during the recent fighting, and 
there is a possibility that the whole building may 
have to be demolished, But that our chaplaincy in 
this important strategic centre will. continue we 
need not doubt. One of its Chaplains, Dr John R. 
Macdougall, helped to organise the Italian Free 
Church. 

It may argue a certain Scottish stubbornness that 
our national Church should dare to act as Daniel 
in the lions’ den, by establishing itself at Rome, 
the very seat of the Papacy. As we saw in our 
introduction to this lecture, Scots have been coming 
and going there down through the ages, a fact to 
which Scots College bears testimony. Prince James 
Edward Stewart, the Chevalier de St George (known 
to some as “ The Old Pretender ”), along with his 
sons, Prince Charles Edward Stewart and Henry, 
Cardinal of York, is buried in St Peter’s. On Canova’s 
monument he is described as “Jacobus 111.”-that 
is, of England; of Scotland he would have been 
(or was, according to the Jacobites) “ VIII.” But, 
with the Reformation, that pious pilgrimage greatly 
abated, and it was not until 1845 that the Free 
Church of Scotland first considered the prospects of 
a Reformed chaplaincy in the Eternal City. Nothing 
came of the idea until 1862, when the Rev. Dr William 
Laughton of Greenock made a good pioneer. He 
was succeeded two years later by the first permanent 
Chaplain, Dr William Lewis of Leith, whose “ hired 
house ” at Trinita dei Monti was filled Sunday by 
Sunday with Protestant worshippers, a fact duly 
reported to the Vatican by papal spies. The British 
Consul solemnly warmed Dr Lewis that the Inquisi- 
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tion might arrest him, in which case His Britannic 
Majesty’s .representative would not, or could not, 
move a little finger to help him. The Pope, it 
seemed, had restricted the right of heretic worship 
in Rome to the Church of England. 

Lewis refused to be daunted. He opened a still 
larger room, just opposite the Anglican Chapel, and 
calmly awaited the consequences. There were 
none. In  1870 a church (not the present building) 
was erected outside the city walls, in accordance 
with papal regulations, and in the following year 
the ashes of its founder were strewn near those of 
Keats and Shelley, in the Protestant Cemetery at 
St Paul’s Gate. 

That completes the list of our Church’s existing 
Italian stations. Three others have been closed. 
One, founded by the Rev. A. F. Buscarlet at Naples 
in 1861, along with two flourishing girls’ schools, was 
finally abandoned in 1925, the population of Scots 
railway engineers having by this time been replaced 
by native labour. Another was at San Remo, a 
former United Presbyterian station opened in 1873 
by the Rev. Dr John Ker. With it was associated 
Bordighera. Ministering as they did aImost entirely 
to winter visitors, both ceased to function in 1907. 

The third lapsed chaplaincy was at Venice, where 
Dr Alexander Robertson, sent out by the Church of 
Scotland in 1888, served for nearly half a century. 
On his death in 1933, a work which he had made so 
peculiarly his own found no successor. A rugged 
Scot from the Orkneys, who wore a Balmoral bonnet, 
insisted on porridge even for an Italian breakfast, 
flew the Union Jack above his “ house church ” 
every Sunday, and thundered fearlessly at  the 
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Vatican, the worthy doctor was honoured by the 
friendship of Queen Victoria, King Umberto, and 
King Victor Emmanuel 111. 

IV. 

And so we come to the Presbytery of Spain and 
Portugal. Spain has always been ohe of the great 
strongholds of Roman Catholicism. Lutheranism, it 
is true, exercised a widespread influence for a few 
years after the Reformation, but was virtually 
extinguished in the autos-da-fb of Valladolid and 
Seville. 

Nothing more is heard of reform until the 
beginning of the nineteenth century, when three 
priests, all of whom had to leave the country, 
espoused the Protestant cause. George Borrow 
travelled in Spain on behalf of the British and 
Foreign Bible Society from 1835 to  1840, a pilgrimage 
immortalised in The Bible ia Spuia, which made his 
literary reputation. From then onwards the Scrip- 
tures in the vernacular began to be circulated, in 
the face of violent opposition. It seems a good 
opportunity to remark that our Continental Chap- 
lains have always worked in close contact with the 
Scottish National Bible Society, to the great advan- 
tage of both parties and the cause of Reformed 
religion. 

In  1852 the Spanish Evangelisation Society was 
founded by James Thomson, and in 1858 a young 
Spanish officer, Manuel Matarnoros, inaugurated 
what i s  sometimes called ‘‘ the second Reformation.” 
He was arrested two years later, and died an exile 
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in Switzerland. His followers founded a church on 
Presbyterian lines within the safe precincts of 
Gibraltar . 

The Spanish Revolution of 1868 brought a measure 
of religious liberty, and the Presbytery of Andalusia 
came into being, with its headquarters at Seville, 
In 1872 it united with a Presbyterian Church at 
Madrid to form the Spanish Christian Church. 
Eight years afterwards some of its constituent con- 
gregations became the Reformed Church of Spain, 

, under the aegis of the Protestant Archbishop of 
Dublin. The remainder now constitute the Spanish 
Evangelical Church. 

When General Franco, El Caudillo, triumphed in 
the Civil War, all Protestant rights and liberties 
went by the board. Roman Catholicism was re- 
erected on the bayonet-points of Moslem Moors. 
But now that Mussolini and Hitler have abruptly 
left the scene of their former triumphs, the position 
has somewhat eased. The General Assembly of the 
Spanish Evangelical Church has been allowed to 
meet again, though it still carsies on under close and 
hostile supervision. 

Our chaplaincies in Spain are at Gibraltar (already 
referred to), Huelva, Madrid, and Rio Tinto. Of 
these only the first, alas, is still active. 

Portugal, as we are often reminded, is Britain’s 
oldest ally. Her religious history closely follows 
that of Spain. But, though native Portuguese 
daring to favour the Reformation were cruelly perse- 
cuted, there was more liberty for .foreigners to prac- 
tise their own religion than in Spain. Thus a Dutch 
Reformed Church existed in Lisbon as early as 1641, 
while about the same ‘time the right of worship 
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according to their own forms was recognised for 
British subjects in Portugal. 

The real beginning of Protestantism, however, 
came in the early nineteenth century, through the 
influence of some of Wellington’s Army Chaplains 
and the circulation of the Bible in Portuguese. 
Dr Robert Kalley’s work at Madeira has already 
been recounted in our lecture on “The  Colonial 
Chaplain.” The Lusitanian (Episcopal) Church 
dates from 1839 (reorganised in 1880) and the 
Presbyterian from 1845, but they include less than 
ten thousand Protestants out of a total population 
of over seven millions, 

Our station at Lisbon was opened by the Free 
Church of Scotland in 1866. It did excellent work 
during the late war for many British people and 
other refugees seeking to escape from Hitler’s 
Festztng Eztropa. 

We have now come to the end of our study on 
the Continental Chaplain. While, as we have seen, 
the Colonial Chaplain had not seldom to  face Anglican 
hostility, it has been the much more embittered 
persecution of Roman Catholicism that his Con- 
tinental confrkre has had so often to encounter. 

It is a curious fact that on the mainland of Europe 
(with the sole exception of the Reformed Church of 
Spain, just noted), Anglicanism makes no appeal, 
and is scarcely understood, except possibly in some 
quarters where Orthodoxy reigns. Apart from the 
mission fields, its ministrations are confined to 
English-speaking people. 

On 
the Continent there are two great historic divisions 
of Protestantism - Lutheran, and Reformed or 

With Presbyterianism it is very different. 
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Presbyterian. The latter is even more widespread 
than the former, and its members largely look to us 
as to a “ Mother Church,” whose divinity halls have 
educated many of their leading churchmen, and 
whose Chaplains have helped and encouraged them 
in their own several countries. It is surely no 
coincidence that, in the testing days of war, their 
ministers and people alike played a decisive part 
in the various resistance movements which defied 
tyranny, even though grievously suffering in the 
fight for freedom. 

Next to Rome, Geneva is head of the largest 
ecclesiastical family in Christendom. This fact was 
first given visible expression in. the year 1875, when 
the true catholicity of Presbyterianism found expres- 
sion in “ The Alliance of Presbyterian Churches 
holding the Presbyterian System.” Its first CEcu- 
menical Council was appropriately held at Edinburgh 
two years later, Quadrennially since then (apart 
from the interruptions of two world wars) the “ Pan- 
Presbyterian Council,” as it is usually called, has 
met in different parts of the world. 

It represents an international constituency of 
some hundred Churches-thirty in Europe, eleven in 
the United Kingdom, fifteen in Asia, twenty in Africa, 
twelve in North America, seven in South America, 
three in Australasia, and one in the West Indies. 
They have about forty thousand congregations and 
over eight million communicants, with a total church 
“ family ” approaching forty million souls. 

Let me therefore end in the words which close 
Dr Ogilvie’s Presbyteriart Ch~c l zes  (13) :- 

“She [Presbyterianism] refuses the name of 
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Christian to none ‘who call upon the name of the 
Lord Jesus Christ,’ and unchurches no ecclesiastical 
organisation ‘ where the Word of God is preached, 
and the Sacraments duly administered.’ In this 
catholicity lies a sure token that, when the day of 
reunion approaches, the Catholic Presbyterian Church 
will not be found wanting in any sacrifice that will 
hasten the answer to the prayer, ‘ that  they all 
may be one.’ ” 

- 

NOTES ON LECTURE V. 

[The only book known to me which deals in a general way with 
the subject is Our Continental Mission Field and its Historic 
Background, by the Rev. John Cairns, M.A. Published before 
the Union of 1929, it deals only with the Continental stations of 
the former United Free Church of Scotland. 

The following have been consulted :- 
A History of the Reformation (2 vols.), by Principal T. M. 

Lindsay, D.D., LL.D. 
The Scot Abroad, by John Kill Burton, D.C.L., Historio- 

grapher-Royal for Scotland (3rd ed.). 
The Scots in Germany, by Th. A. Pischer. 
Les Ecossais en France, les Frangais en Ecosse, by F. Michel. 
The History of the Scottish Church in Rotterdaw, by the Rev. 

Wm. Steven, M.A. 
Beyond the A@s : The Story of the Scottish Church in Italy 

and Malta, by the Rev. A. G. Mackinnon, D.D. 
The Waldenses of Piedmont (n.a.), published by the Tipo- 

grafia Alpina, Torre Pellice. 
Eurofie in Transition, by Alexander M‘Leish- 

Part I. “ The Churches face the Future.” 
Part 11. “ Churches nnder Trial.” 
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Part: 111. “ The Ordeal of the Reformed Churches.” 
Part IV. “ Religious Freedom in Orthodox, Moslem and 

Roman Catholic Europe.” 

An excellent series of studies recently published by 
the World Dominion Press. 

Also the following books, already listed in the Notes to Lecture 
IV. :- 

The  Call to the Church, pp. 124-126. 
Ogilvie’s Presbyterian Churches, pp. 14-94 and 190-196. 
Cowan’s Influence of the Scottish Church, pp. 103 et seq: 
Fleming’s Burning Bush ,  pp. 16-17 and 179-196. 
Moffatt’s Presbyterian Churches, pp. 21-38, 81-86.] 

(1) O+. cit,, pp. 227 ei seq. 
(2) According to Blind Harry, Wallace frequented 

France. Vide Michel (a$. cit., vol. i. p. 46) : “ I1 se rCfugia 
en France, oh il fut honorablement accuejUi et trait6 par 
le Roi.” Lamberton, Archbishop of St Andrews, seems 
to have acted at Wallace’s instigation as a kind of 
diplomatic agent between the two countries. 

(3) O+. cit., pp. 1-226 : The Ancient League with 
France.” 

(4) E.g. , ashet (assiette), aumrie (armoire), bonnie 
(boyL) , book (bodes), braw (brave) , corbie (corbeau), 
douce, fashious (fdchezlx), grossarts (groseilles) , gigot, 
gysart (guisard) ltimmer ( c o m m h )  , Port (porte) tash 
(tdcher) , &c. 

(5) Scott is said to have based his picture of this 
genial and philosophic mercenary on that of Colonel 
Robert Munro. 

(6)  Fast i  (old ed.), vol. i. pp. 151-153. 

(7) The word ( (  Huguenot ’’ was a kind of nickname, 
like ( (  Quaker ) )  or (( Methodist,” which afterwards 
became a title of honour. The Oxford English Dictionary 
regards it as “ a  popular alteration of the German 
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EidgeIhoss, confederate, influenced by the name Hugttes.” 
“ Comrade of the oath ” would be as good a translation 
as any. 

(8) Author of the rather odd and mystical Essays on 
Physiognomy, illustrated by hundreds of indifferent 
drawings of real and imaginary faces. (Vide John 
Brophy’s The Human Face, p. 9.) 

(9) The Queen of the Danube, by the Rev. ’G. A. I?. 
Knight, B.D. 

(10) The Land beyond the Forest, by the Rev. R. F. 
Chisholm, B.D. 

(11) Prague-Alz O9en DOOY, by the Rev. G. A. 
Henderson, M.A. 

(12) XIII. 
ON THE LATE MASSACRE IN PIEDMONT. 

Avenge, 0 Lord, Thy slaughtered saints, whose bones 
Lie scattered on the Alpine mountains cold ; 
Even them who kept Thy truth so pure of old, 
When all our fathers worshipped stocks and stones, 

Forget not : in Thy books record their groans 
Who were Thy sheep, and in their ancient fold 
Slain by the bloody Piedmontese, that rolled 
Mother with infant down the rocks. Their moans 

To Heaven. Their martyred blood and ashes sow 
O’er all the Italian fields, where still doth sway 

A hundredfold, who having learned Thy way 

The vales redoubled to the hills, and they 

The triple tyrant : that from these may grow 

Early may fly the Babylonian woe, 
The historical reference is to the horrible massacre 

known as le Pasque Piedmontesi in 1655 and the War 
of the Bandits in 1663. “ Triple tyrant ” is, of course, 
a reference to the papal triple tiara, and so possibly a 
play on words such as even the grave Puritan poet did 
not always disdain. 

(13) p. 195. 


